






The IFC is coordinating privately supported internal and 
external research projects that enhance cadet education. 
These may require technical support and integration for 
the purpose of advancing research and analysis informing 
course content. To do this work at the level of excellence 
for which USAFA is known, philanthropy is necessary to 
fund five priorities that supplement IFC work:

•	 Postdoctoral Fellowships in Quantum 
Information Science & Technology: These 
fellowships will support promising young scholars 
from a premier university as they teach courses within 
the quantum minor. 

•	 Cadet and Faculty Research: Philanthropy can 
offer support to future-conflict-related research within 
the future conflict minor. Cadets and faculty will have 
opportunities to explore and solve relevant problems, 
learn through real-world application of classroom 
principles and build lasting collaborative relationships 
for the Academy, Air Force and Space Force.

•	 Presenting and Publishing Research: The 
IFC has developed ifc.usafa.edu to assist with an 
energized outreach approach to inform interested 
audiences about IFC activities and achievements. 
The institute receives additional support from newly 
commissioned officers who are awaiting their first 
specialty training assignments. 

•	 Connectivity and Technical Support: Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems, Multi-Domain Lab, Cyber City, 
Space and Aero Labs: In keeping with the Future 
Conflict Review Report, the IFC is preparing to hire 
a second fellow for network and interdisciplinary 
integration within the unmanned aerial vehicle realm. 
This expert will connect the data and visualization 
outputs from more than 20 USAFA labs, centers and 
functional simulators. These analyses will support 
many individual, functional educational needs and 
facilitate the visualization of the Joint All-Domain 
Operational environment. This fellow will also be 
integral in building the exercises USAFA leadership is 
developing to meet the superintendent’s priorities.

•	 Prototyping and Experiments within Madera 
Cyber Innovation Center: The Madera Cyber 
Innovation Center, which opened to cadets in 2025, 
will become the hub needed to spearhead the efforts 
of multiple IFC fellows. It will allow the fellows to 
successfully create the connectivity and integration 
architecture to enable the multi-domain “network 
of nodes” to present a coherent visualization of the 
future battlespace. Additionally, the Madera Center 
will allow cadets, faculty and active-duty organizations 
to engage in demonstrations and experiments to 
explore future offensive and defensive cyberspace 
tools and techniques.

RESEARCH AND OUTREACH
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WE INVITE YOU TO SUPPORT THE IFC

Our nation’s future security and stability depend on our ability to train and equip the next generation of leaders — to 
serve with integrity and agility, to anticipate and confront future conflict.

To be clear, the federal government and the U.S. Air Force will continue to provide adequate funding for the Air Force 
Academy’s core programs. Government funding for baseline programming, however, is not enough to ensure the best 
possible experience for cadets nor to achieve excellence in all we do. Private support allows the Academy to seize 
opportunities and develop new programs more nimbly than the normal appropriations process allows.

We invite you to join in partnering with and supporting the Institute for Future Conflict at the United States Air Force 
Academy as it creates and cultivates flexible warfighters who are prepared to prevail in conflict regardless of the form it 
may take in the future.
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TO LEARN MORE, VISIT IFC.USAFA.EDU


