
Col. Moller Chosen Ninth AOG Honorary Member
heritage of the thousands of airmen who fought and died in the skies
over Europe. In the 1980s, Colonel and Mrs. Moller assumed annual
sponsorship of an award honoring the outstanding wing commander
in Strategic Air Command. They also developed adeep and abiding
interest in the Air Force Academy and, through aprivate foundation,
will contribute to the education and training of many generations of
future Air Force leaders. The Association of Graduates is indeed proud
to include Col. Joseph A. Moller in the good company of its honorary
members, past and present:

Col. (USAF, Retired) Joseph A. Moller earned AOG honorary
membership by aunanimous vote of the AOG Board of Directors on
May 6, 1989. His selection makes him only the ninth individual so
honored by the association. His honorary membership was presented
by AOG vice-chairman of the board. Col. William E. Richardson, on
Oct. 12, 1989.
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Colonel Moller, at left, accepts his AOG honorary membership
plaque from Col. William E. Richardson, AOG vice-chairman of the
board. At right is Lt. Gen. Charles R. Hamm, Academy
superintendent.

The occasion for the membership presentat ion was areunion
banquet in Colorado Springs attended by members (and families) of
the 390th Bomb Group, aB-17, 8th Air Force unit led by Colonel
Moller during World War II. It was fitting and proper that so many of
the comrades-in-arms of the AOG honoree were present to share in
this recognition of their combat leader.

Colonel Moller’s contributions to the evolution of airpower in the
United States span alifetime of service as an engineer. World War II
combat leader, commander. Air Force Reservist and philanthropist
He began his career as aflying cadet in the JN-4 Jenny and served in
the U.S. Army Air Service until demobilization. He then barnstormed
for aperiod before entering Cornell University where he earned a
degree in mechanical engineering. Employment with Pure Oil
Company followed, where Colonel Moller assisted in establishing a
laboratory which eventually produced sufficient 100-octane fuel for
flight testing at Wright Field. The healthy appetite of the B-17, then
in the prototype stage, and scores of other new combat aircraft soon
would put the results of his efforts to good use.

Continuing his quest to fly and fight, Joe Moller was commissioned
in the Army Air Force in early 1942. Initially assigned to troop carrier
duties, then-Major Moller managed to shortly achieve reassignment
to A-26 medium bombers and, in 1943, to B-17s, the "heavies” of 8th
Air Force. Beginning in the 95th Bomb Group and later the 390th, he
flew and led over 50 combat miss ions dur ing more than two
c o n s e c u t i v e c o m b a t t o u r s . H e l e d s o m e o f t h e f a m o u s s h u t t l e

missions from England to Russia and return and also took some 3,000
8th Air Force aircraft against Berlin in the single largest air assault of
the war. Following V.E. Day, Colonel Moller was alerted for movement
to the Pacific as part of the B-29 buildup. The Japanese surrender,
however, intervened, and he left active duty soon after war’s end.

Moving to Arizona, Colonel Moller served in the Air Force Reserves,
commanding aB-47 unit at Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz. Coincidentally,
the 390th Strategic Missile Wing, carrying the proud colors of his
former command, was eventually located at Davis-Monthan. When
this wing was deactivated, Colonel Moller was instrumental in
preserving one launch complex that could be opened to the
public.

Over the years Colonel Moller and his wife, Dorothy, have helped to
fund museums in the United States and England to preserve the

General Hamm, Academy superintendent, and Colonel Moller pose
a f t e r t h e c o l o n e l w a s a w a r d e d t h e A O G ’ s n i n t h h o n o r a r y
membership.
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Classified ads are limited to three column inches each. Rates are $18 acolumn inch plus
$13.50 if art or make-up are required Halftones (photos) are an additional $10.50 each.
Send your copy or double-spaced typewritten ad to Editor, Checkpoints magazine,
Association of Graduates, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colo. 80840-5000.

G AT H E R I N G O F E A G L E S
Air Command and Staff College Class of 1990 presents their “Gathering of

Eagles” limited-edition lithograph. This year’s theme: “Battle of Britain”
commemorating the 50th anniversary of this epic battle. Eight pilots who flew in
the battle; 20 aviators in all from World War Ito the present Every print signed
individually by all 20 “Eagles.” Available for delivery 1June 1990. Cost is $95 per
print For information/order form, contact: ACSC Foundation, Building 1402,
Maxwell AFB, Ala. 36112.

D O C T O R N E E D E D
SUNRIVER, Oregon, the Northwest’s Four-Season Resort needs BC/BE

MD/DO Family Doctor to join same in agrowing unique community and medical
practice. Offering competitive salary and benefits, partnership potential, and agreat
setting to raise afamily. Just 25 minutes from Mt Bachelor (<**3 Ski Resort Snow
Country). Contact Daniel M. Skotte, Sr., D.O., ’72, at 503-593-2192.

LAS VEGAS, BOULDER CITY
Southern Nevada has alot to offer and there is no personal, corporate or

inheritance tax. If you’re PCS to Nellis or Just looking for agreat retirement
location, call Tom McCance, ‘74, broker-salesman, seven-year Las Vegas realtor. 1-
800-937-1121. Free Information Package.
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