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Congratulations to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy on its 60th anniversary from 
the Academy’s Association of Graduates. 

During those 60 years, the Academy 
has become one of the most prestigious 
institutions of higher learning in the 
entire world.

It’s easy to say our Academy is a great 
institution, but by what criteria do we 

prove that fact? One could certainly argue the academic 
and athletic success of our cadets over the past 60 years is 
worthy of due consideration. 

The prodigious success of our military and airman-
ship programs during this time is clearly unequaled. The 
gorgeous Colorado setting of the Academy on 18,500 
pine-covered acres, under the signature radiant blue skies, 
certainly contributes to the mix. But, in the final analysis, 
I believe the measure of a great educational institution is 
taken by the accomplishments of its graduates, and by that 
criteria, we are indeed in a small, select group.

During our history, more than 630 graduates have 
become general officers with 36 achieving four-star rank, 
including the first female four- star general in the Air Force. 
Four of those generals have become Air Force chiefs of staff, 
one following in his father’s footsteps. In all, about half of 
the current Air Force general officers are Academy grads.

We have also produced numerous true American 
heroes. Capt. Lance Sijan, Class of 1965, was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for bravery in Vietnam, 
and two of our graduates became Air Force aces in that 
same conflict. 

Thirty-seven of our graduates were prisoners of war and 
literally thousands of others have won medals for valor and 
heroism during a time of war. 

From Vietnam to our current operations in the Middle 
East, 182 graduates have made the ultimate sacrifice, and 
their names are now forever etched in the black granite of 
the Graduate War Memorial.

Academy graduates have become world-class athletes 
and coaches. We have a two-time Olympic gold medalist, 

By William “T” Thompson ’73, AOG President and CEO

a three-time Super Bowl champion, and a four-time NBA 
world champion head coach.

Our graduates have excelled in academics and received 
numerous post graduate scholarships from many of the 
most respected programs around the world. Academy 
graduates have won a bevy of Fulbright, Marshall, and 
Harvard Kennedy School scholarships, with 37 graduates 
selected as recipients of the prestigious Rhodes Scholarship.

Academy graduates have conquered space, with 40 
serving as NASA astronauts and one serving as the acting 
NASA administrator. Also, one graduate returned to the 
Air Force after a NASA assignment and achieved four-star 
rank, the only astronaut from any service to do so. 

Our graduates have served in the political arena at  
local, state and federal levels. In fact, many grads have 
served in appointed positions at the highest levels of 
national government, including positions in the Defense 
Department, the Veterans Affairs Department and the 
Federal Aviation Administration.

 We’ve produced doctors, lawyers, airline captains and 
college presidents. Our graduates have led Fortune 500 
companies at the top levels, serving as vice chair of General 
Motors, publisher of the Los Angeles Times, president of 
Oracle Corporation and president of American Airlines. 
And of course, who could forget the “Hero of the Hudson,” 
airline Capt. Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger, Class of ’73.

Yes, we have come a long way in our short 60 years with 
a reputation for being a top-flight institution—a reputa-
tion built by every graduate of this great institution. We 
eagerly look forward to building on this strong foundation 
in the coming years.  

A Heritage of Success
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By Brig. Gen. (Ret.) Roger Carleton ’67

Chairman’s Journal

ASSOCIATION OF GRADUATES
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY

On behalf of the 16 previous graduates who 
have had the distinct privilege of serving as the 
AOG’s Chairman of the Board, let me extend 
sincere congratulations to the United States Air 
Force Academy as it celebrates its 60th anniver-
sary. As Secretary of the Air Force James and our 
Chief of Staff, General Welsh, have articulated 
so well, Academy graduates have proudly served 
our nation in peace and in times of war. 

One of our core values—Service Before Self—
is a unique value associated with the profession 
of arms. All academy graduates entering military 

service take an oath of office to support and defend the Constitution. 
In carrying out this duty, many graduates have made the ultimate 
sacrifice in accomplishing their mission. To honor and recognize 
their service as well as their sacrifice, each individual lost in conflict 
has his or her name etched on the Memorial Wall located on the 
Terrazzo in front of the flagpole. There are now 182 names inscribed 
on this Wall. The Association of Graduates has also constructed a 
replica of the Memorial Wall, thanks to the Class of 1970, behind 
Doolittle Hall on the Heritage Trail where basic cadet appointees are 
introduced to the values associated with becoming a member of the 
“Long Blue Line” during Inprocessing. I mention these memorials 
for one important reason: service to our nation involves risks that are 
worth taking … indeed risks all graduates are proud to shoulder as 
professional Airmen. 

This May the Class of 2014 officially became members of the 
“Long Blue Line” as the 56th graduating class. They have joined 
thousands of graduates who continue to serve our nation in many 
different ways and in numerous professions. We welcome them into 
our fraternity and wish them every success in their chosen careers. 
More importantly, we know that USAFA has provided them the 
requisite leadership tools to continue the proud legacy forged by pre-
vious graduates. Competence plus sound character equates to good 
leadership in all walks of life.

As the Air Force Academy celebrates its 60th anniversary, a hearty 
congratulations to all graduates who have lived our core values, over-
come adversity and served with distinction. The Academy’s future for 
the next 60 years and beyond is bright because of you. Thank you for 
your leadership, your commitment and your service.  
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SUPERINTENDENT

In 1954, the Air Force Academy was established as the nation’s newest service academy. The founders knew 
that no one else could produce the right combinations of characteristics that would be required of leaders in 
this technologically-advanced branch of military service. Sixty years later, their vision remains true; and the 
essence of the Air Force Academy guides the development of the next generation of leaders for the Air Force 
and our nation.

The Air Force Academy remains committed to developing leaders of character, steeped in Air Force pro-
fessional culture and Airmen ethos, with an understanding of the Air Force core missions of air, space, and 
cyberspace. Our top-tier academic, athletic, and airmanship programs, rich with unmatched character and 
leadership development opportunities, ensure cadets have the experience characteristics required to lead the Air 
Force into the future.

Through the decades, the Air Force Academy has evolved and grown to meet the needs of the Air Force and 
our nation. The size and composition of the Cadet Wing, our training programs, and our curriculum reflect 
not just current requirements, but anticipate those of the future. From urban combat training simulations to 
cyber defense and satellite launches, the Air Force’s Academy continues to lean forward, supported by a proud 
heritage of developing leaders of character.

Our enduring values of Integrity, Service, and Excellence continue to serve as the bedrock of the Academy. 
The foundation built here will serve our Air Force and our Nation well for the next sixty years and beyond. We 
move confidently into the future, contributing to the Air Force mission to Fly, Fight, and Win in Air, Space, 
and Cyberspace by doing what no one else can do better—graduating lieutenants prepared to lead Airmen 
with commitment and character.

The graduates, cadets, staff, and faculty who have devoted themselves to the Air Force’s Academy over the 
past sixty years have much to be proud of on this momentous occasion. We are honored to celebrate the con-
tributions of those who have come before and look forward with promise to all that is yet to come.

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY

USAF ACADEMY COLORADO

MICHELLE D. JOHNSON
Lieutenant General, USAF
Superintendent
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Over the last 60 years, the U.S. Air Force Academy has prepared more than 46,000 Airmen to serve as 
leaders of character in our Air Force. Academy graduates have served our nation proudly in times of peace and 
in times of war. They served proudly in Vietnam, during Operations DESERT STORM, ALLIED FORCE, 
ENDURING FREEDOM, IRAqI FREEDOM, and in countless other missions worldwide. 

Achievement in distinguished academic, athletic, and character and leadership programs at the Academy 
prepares graduates to excel and lead our Airmen. Faculty and staff, cadets and alumni all play roles that enable 
our Air Force to provide our nation with the unique capabilities defined by our core missions: air and space 
superiority; intelligence; surveillance and reconnaissance; rapid global mobility; global strike; and command 
and control.

Our core values—Integrity first, Service Before Self, and Excellence in all we do—were developed at the Acad-
emy and later adopted by the entire Air Force to guide all Airmen. As we call on Airmen to strengthen their 
commitment to these enduring principles, we count on the U.S. Air Force Academy to continue to produce 
top-quality officers, guided by our core values and dedicated to our Air Force.

Congratulations to the U.S. Air Force Academy on its 60th anniversary. The Academy has accomplished 
much in its first 60 years, and we look forward to what USAFA will contribute to our Air Force and our 
nation in the years to come.

THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE
CHIEF OF STAFF, UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON DC

Mark A. Welsh III
General, USAF
Chief of Staff

Deborah Lee James 
Secretary of the Air Force
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The Genesis

Aeronautical Academy be the backbone of the 
Air Service. No service can flourish without some 
such institution to inculcate into its embryonic 
officers love of country, proper conception of 
duty, and highest regard for honor.”  In the next 
few months, other officials, to include Brigadier 
General William “Billy” Mitchell, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Barton K. Yount, and Lieutenant 
Colonel William C. Sherman issued supportive 
memos that fleshed out details of the curriculum 
and purpose of the academy.

One of the most contentious arguments 
in the early days was how much flight train-
ing should be included in the program. Some 
wanted academy graduates to be fully trained 
pilots, while others believed the institution 
should provide military instruction and aca-
demic education, while flying training would 
take place elsewhere.

Lt. Col. (Ret.) Steven A. Simon ’77

April 1, 1954 is considered the 
Academy’s birthday, the beginning of its distin-
guished history of achievement and contribu-
tions to the nation. On that momentous date 
sixty years ago, with prominent Congressional 
and Air Force leaders looking on, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower signed Public Law 325, 
83rd Congress, 2nd Session, formally authoriz-
ing the establishment of the Academy.

In actuality, however, rather than a beginning, 
April 1, 1954, marked a successful culmination of 
decades of planning and advocacy. Indeed, many 
of the most important events in Academy history 
occurred prior to its official founding. Coverage 
elsewhere in this special issue will focus on the 
sixty years since “Founders Day.”  This piece will 
address milestones before that date—the Air Force 
Academy’s “pre-history.”

The notion of an air academy for the United 
States is almost as old as aviation itself. The Wright 
Brothers’ historic December 17, 1903 flights are 
a good starting point. While the French used 
tethered observation balloons as far back as the 
1790s, the Wrights’ achievement of heavier-than-
air powered flight greatly expanded the military 
possibilities for aviation. In 1909, the U.S. Army 
purchased an aircraft from the Wright Brothers 
for $30,000. Less than a decade later, forward 
thinking Army officers were musing aloud about 
the need for an air academy. Lieutenant Colonel 
A. J. Hanlon wrote in a November 26, 1918, 
letter, “As the Military and Naval Academies are 
the backbone of the Army and Navy, so must the 
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The Genesis

Another controversial issue was where the 
school would be located. It didn’t take long for 
communities to propose themselves as the ideal 
setting for the school. In 1919, Austin, San 
Antonio, and Dayton were all mentioned, with 
countless other locations around the nation 
being offered up shortly thereafter.

On July 28, 1919, California Congress-
man Charles F. Curry introduced legislation 
providing for an air academy. Congressman 
Fiorello La Guardia of New York, an enthu-
siastic supporter, conducted hearings. While 
true believers found the case for an academy 
compelling, their enthusiasm was not wide-
spread. Curry’s legislation failed, and disputes 
about cost, operation, curriculum (to include 
the aforementioned amount of flying training), 
location and other matters abounded. In addi-
tion, post-World War I isolationist sentiments 

and turf battles within the Army made it clear 
that the dream of an air academy would not be 
realized any time soon.

While advocates were in the minority, they 
never stopped trying to convince the Army 
and the Congress of the need for an academy. 
General Mitchell (namesake of the cadet 
dining hall) was one of the most persistent and 
influential advocates for a separate air service 
and a separate air service academy. Accord-
ing to Quest for an Air Force Academy, by M. 
Hamlin Cannon and Henry S. Fellerman, 
Mitchell testified on Capitol Hill on January 
31, 1925, that it was “most essential … to have 
an air academy to form a basis for the perma-
nent backbone of your air service and to attend 
to the … organizational part of it, very much 
in the same way that West Point does for the 
Army, or the Naval Academy for the Navy.”  w

Photograph shows 
the first powered, 
controlled, sustained 
flight. Orville Wright is 
at the controls of the 
machine, lying prone 
on the lower wing with 
hips in the cradle which 
operated the wing-
warping mechanism. 
Wilbur Wright running 
alongside to balance 
the machine, has just 
released his hold on the 
forward upright of the 
right wing. The starting 
rail, the wing-rest, a 
coil box, and other 
items needed for flight 
preparation are visible 
behind the machine. 
(Orville Wright preset 
the camera and had 
John T. Daniels squeeze 
the rubber bulb, 
tripping the shutter.)
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Mitchell’s impassioned advocacy did not turn the debate, 
nor did a 1926 name change from “Army Air Service” to 
“Army Air Corps.” Aviation still enjoyed “less prestige than 
the infantry” according to Cannon and Fellerman.

Despite the opposition to a separate service and air academy, 
the value of military aviation was becoming more and more evi-
dent. The Army established flight training bases throughout the 
country, none more famous than Randolph AFB, San Antonio, 
Texas, which soon after its 1930 dedication became known as the 
“West Point of the Air.”  San Antonio community leaders would 
refer to this nickname repeatedly in their efforts to stake their 
claim as the most appropriate home for the Air Force Academy.

Meanwhile, the real West Point was resistant to the grow-
ing reality of aviation, arguing there wasn’t enough time in 
the already crowded curriculum for flying training. It wasn’t 
until 1936 that the Military Academy finally began to pro-
vide aviation training.

Air power’s pivotal role in World War II rekindled support for 
an academy, though several of the same questions asked in the 
period between the wars had yet to be satisfactorily answered. 
Still, Members of Congress introduced a flurry of bills, several in 
hopes of ensuring that the school would be located in their dis-
tricts. Despite this high-level interest, disagreement regarding the 
need for an academy and the form it would take, not to mention 
service parochialism, continued to doom the concept.

The fortunes of academy advocates gained substantial 
momentum when the National Security Act of 1947 created 
an independent Air Force. On September 18, 1947, the 
United States Air Force began operation as a separate service 
on equal footing with the Army and Navy. While this was a 
positive development for academy proponents, the idea took 
a while to work its way to the proverbial front burner. There 
were countless other matters of higher priority to resolve 
first. In the interim, the Air Force’s first Secretary, W. Stuart 
Symington, was successful in negotiating an agreement that 
West Point and Annapolis would provide 25 percent of each 
class’s graduates (provided they were volunteers) to the Air 
Force. This agreement provided the new service with a host 
of high quality leaders who would become instrumental in 
the early successes of the Air Force.

Symington saw this arrangement as only a short-term fix. 
Disagreements between the services prompted Secretary of 
Defense James Forrestal in March 1949 to establish the Ser-
vice Academy Board. This group was chartered to study all 
service academy related matters and make recommendations 
regarding junior officer education and training. The Board, 
co-chaired by Colorado University President Dr. Robert 
Stearns and Columbia President and retired Army General 
Dwight Eisenhower, issued a final report less than a year 
later. The Board recommended “that an Air Force Academy 
should be established without delay and that appropriate leg-
islation to accomplish this purpose, including the authoriza-
tion of interim plans, should be obtained.”

There was also a flurry of activity within the Air Force to pro-
mote and plan for an academy. Air Force Chief of Staff General 
Hoyt S. Vandenberg (namesake of the original cadet dormitory) 
advocated a more hands-on approach to reviewing and recom-
mending legislation. The Air Training Command prepared a 
detailed outline for an academy program. In 1948, the Secre-
tary of the Air Force convened another board. Chaired by Air 

Force Vice Chief Muir S. Fairchild (namesake of the Academy 
academic building), the board made two key recommendations:  
that the Academy should be established with a five year course of 
instruction; and that the course of instruction should not include 
pilot training. As legislative efforts, spearheaded by Georgia Rep-
resentative Carl Vinson, appeared to gain momentum, General 
Vandenberg in December 1949 recalled Lieutenant General 
Hubert R. Harmon (namesake of the Academy administration 
building) from retirement, and tapped him to head the newly 
established Office of Special Assistant for Air Force Academy 
Matters. What looked like quick and sure passage of Academy-
establishing legislation was delayed each year in the early 1950s 
by, among other things, the Korean War, conflicts within the 
Department of Defense and Congress, and some of the same 
issues that had dogged the project since its inception. Frustra-
tion grew to the point that some Air Force leaders advocated the 
unilateral establishment of an “experimental” academy without 
the approval of Congress.

Finally, in May 1953, House Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Dewey Short of Missouri introduced House Resolu-
tion 5337, a bill “To Provide for the Establishment of a United 
States Air Force Academy.” Hearings were postponed until 
early the next year, but the concept finally had the momentum 
necessary to carry it to passage on March 29, 1954. President 
Eisenhower signed it two days later. 
_________________________________________________
Lt. Col. (Ret.) Steven A. Simon ’77 is the Academy’s graduate 
liaison, working in the Development and Alumni Programs office. 
In addition to his extensive non-fiction writing, he is the author of 
two novels, On The Dead Run and Service Before Self.

On April 1, 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower shakes hands with Secretary of the Air 
Force Harold E. Talbott, after signing legislation authorizing the establishment of the Air 
Force Academy. Looking on, from left, are Congressman Karl Vinson of Georgia; Gen. 
Nathan F. Twining, Air Force chief of staff; Representative Dewey Short, chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee; James H. Douglas, under secretary of the Air Force 
and Lt. Gen. Hubert R. Harmon, special assistant for Air Force Academy matters.
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1963  John F. Kennedy 35th President of the United States
“For some of you will travel where no man has ever traveled before. Some of you 
will fly the fastest planes that have ever been built, reach the highest altitudes that 
man has ever gone to, and lift the heaviest payloads of any aviator in history. Some of 
you will hold in your hands the most awesome destructive power which any nation 
or any man has conceived. Some of you will work with the leaders of new nations 
which were not even nations a few years ago. Some of you will 
support guerrilla and counter-guerrilla operations that 
combine the newest techniques of warfare with 
the oldest techniques of the jungle, and some of 
you will help develop new planes that spread 
their wings in flight, detect other planes 
at an unheard of distance, deliver new 
weapons with unprecedented accuracy, 
and survey the ground from incredible 
heights as a testament to our strong 
faith in the future of air power and the 
manned airplane.”

SEVEN SITTING PRESIDENTS HAVE ORATED NINE COMMENCEMENT SPEECHES AT THE AIR FORCE 
ACADEMY. THESE ARE THE WORDS THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF HAD TO IMPART TO THE NEWEST 
MEMBERS OF THE LONG BLUE LINE.

1969  RichaRd nixon  37th President of the United States
“Dwight David Eisenhower II, the grandson of General Eisenhower, and his 
namesake, as he saw this beautiful country and looked to the mountains off to 
the distance, said, “Gee, this is great country.” I want you to know that I agree, 
and I congratulate the Air Force for having the good judgment to locate the 
Air Force Academy here in Colorado Springs. One other personal note: I had 

the opportunity before coming to this stadium to take a tour of some of the 
campus facilities and particularly the chapel. Now, there has been some 

controversy about that chapel. This is the first time that I have seen 
it. I am not an architectural expert, but I think it is magnificent, 

and I think you can be very proud of that chapel at the Air 
Force Academy. Now, if I could address the members of the 
graduating class. For each of you, and your parents, and 
your countrymen, this is a moment of quiet pride. After 
years of study and training, you have earned the right to 
be saluted.”

Presidential    



W

17Checkpoints  60th Anniversary Edition

1984  Ronald Reagan 40th President of the United States
“This Academy was not built just to produce air warriors; it was also built to 
produce leaders who understand the great stakes involved in the defense of this 
country, leaders who can be entrusted with the responsibility to protect peace and 
freedom. You are those leaders. And while you must know better than those before 
you how to fight a war, you must also know better than those before you how to 
deter a war, how to preserve peace. As you look to the future, always remember the 
treasures of our past. Every generation stands on the shoulders of the generation 
that came before. Jealously guard the values and principles of our heritage; they 
didn’t come easy. Inspiration springs from great tradition. As military officers, guard 
the traditions of your service built here in the foothills of the Rockies and in the 
air over Ploesti, MiG Alley, the Red River Valley, and a thousand other places. The 
traditions you hold will serve you well.”

1991 geoRge h.W. BUSh 41st President of the United States
“It is an honor for me to join you here at ‘Wild Blue U,’ the home of the quick and 
the brave. There’s never been a better day to be part of this magnificent team. For 
40 years, my generation struggled in the confines of a divided world, frozen in the 
ice of ideological conflict, preoccupied with the possibility of yet another war in 
Europe. More recently, many here and abroad wondered whether America still pos-
sessed the strength and the will to bear the burden of world leadership. My fellow 
Americans, we do, and we will. Through strength of example and commitment, 
we lead. You’ve been taught the price and the importance of leadership. As you 
leave the Academy, you answer your nation’s call to advance the cause of freedom, 
to lead. There’s a new sense of pride and patriotism in our land. And it’s good for 
our nation’s soul.”

1999 Bill clinton 42nd President of the United States
“ … today you rededicate yourselves to the same remarkable combination of 
accomplishment, grit, and self-sacrifice our service men and women have embod-
ied for more than two centuries now. You can be reminded by that just by looking 
over at Sijan Hall, named for a Medal of Honor winner tortured and killed in 
Vietnam, to be reminded of the finest example of courage and honor in terrible 
and terrifying circumstances.”

2008 geoRge W. BUSh 43rd President of the United States
“Each of you gathered here this morning has answered that same call. I want to 
thank you for stepping forward to serve. The security of our citizens and the peace 
of the world will soon be in your hands—the best of hands. Be officers of character 
and integrity. Keep your wings level and true. Never falter; do not fail. And always 
know that America stands behind you.”

2012  BaRacK oBama 44th President of the United States
“Cadets, you distinguished yourselves as leaders before you ever stepped foot on 
the Terrazzo. And when you arrived, I know your upperclassmen gave you quite 
a welcome.  They let you experience the joy of the Beast, the pleasure of Recogni-
tion. They made you experts on filling out forms. I only ask that you resist the 
temptation to rate my speech—‘fast-neat-average-friendly-good-good.’ But you 
survived. In you we see the values of integrity and service and excellence that will 
define your lives.”

PersPectives
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The Building 
of The Air force AcAdemy

The sTory behind one of AmericA’s mosT sTriking college cAmpuses.

By Lt. Col. (Ret.) Steven A. Simon ’77
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The
United 

States Air 
Force Acad-

emy features 
some of the most

spectacular scen-
ery anywhere, the 

perfect confluence of 
nature and man. The 

rugged natural beauty 
evident on the 18,455-acre 

Academy reservation remains 
largely as it was centuries, even 

millenniums, ago. In stark contrast, 
the majestic buildings of aluminum, 

steel and glass look remarkably futur-
istic, especially considering most of them 

are nearing their sixtieth birthdays. Despite 
this seemingly diametrical opposition, pri-

mordial nature and modern architecture mesh 
beautifully to make the Academy one of America’s 

most stunning physical masterpieces. Indeed, both 
the natural landscape and the manmade structure 

share one key attribute—timelessness. That the buildings 
fit so well in their setting is testament to the foresight and 

talent of those who designed and constructed the Academy.
The site had a lengthy and rich history even before the Air 

Force decided to base its academy there. The Rocky Mountain’s 
Rampart Range that provides the imposing backdrop for the Cadet 

Area was formed by a great geological upheaval some seventy million 
years ago. In more recent times, vast herds of bison roamed the plains 

at the time Zebulon Pike explored the area in 1806. Evidence shows that 
nomadic Utes and Apaches, as well as Comanches, Navajo and Sioux, also 

visited the area. These tribes had the inevitable and sometimes bloody skir-
mish with prospectors heading west in search of riches, and with early settlers 

making their homes in the region. Stagecoach trails, the railroad tracks, and then 
roads for the newly popular automobile traversed the eastern portion of the site 

along the route between Denver (fifty miles to the north) and Colorado Springs (eight 
miles to the south). For the most part, the sparsely populated land that now comprises 

the Academy was made up of cattle ranches and dispersed homesites. The town of Husted 
sat near what is now the Academy’s North Gate. The home of William Burgess, built some-

time before 1870, still stands in the Academy’s Douglass Valley, and three small lodges built in 
1929 also survive nearby.
As unwitting precursors to the area’s eventual grand purpose, a small airport and flying school 

were built in the late 1930s on land currently used for cadet airmanship operations. In fact, Charles 
Lindbergh rented a plane and flew from this location while serving as a member of the 1954 academy 

Site Selection Commission. Historian George Fagan told the humorous tale of the unsuspecting airfield 
clerk grilling Lindbergh about his aviation abilities and possession of a license, then nearly collapsing in 

embarrassment upon learning the identity of his legendary customer.

Selecting the Architect
Given the critical link between site and structure, it is surprising that architectural considerations—specifics of the 

design and building of the Academy—were not given more attention by the site selectors. It does not appear that the 
Site Selection Commission included an architectural component. In fact, the process of soliciting bids and selecting a 

contractor did not occur until after the location had been chosen.
The prospect of building the campus from scratch was daunting, arguably the most extensive national construction under-

taking in years. Not only that, but this particular campus would also become an instant national monument, taking its place 



usafa.org22

This  photo, taken near the Academy’s future 
site in Colorado Springs, appears in the 1956 
yearbook, Down Wind.

alongside West Point and Annapolis. Public scrutiny would be intense, withering criti-
cism almost a given. Despite (or perhaps because of) the enormity of this high-visibil-
ity challenge, the Air Force received applications from more than 300 architectural 
firms large and small. While Members of Congress had in previous years attempted 
to mandate that the Academy would be built in their districts, they now contacted 
the Air Force in great numbers, urging that their constituents be given careful 
consideration for the contract and claiming that their districts contained the finest 
building materials.

Based on responses to its questionnaire regarding “qualifications, experience, 
capabilities, key personnel and representative work,” the Air Force was able to 
quickly eliminate most of the applicants. After additional culling, only two 
competitors remained, both joint ventures of several companies. The Chicago 
architectural firm Skidmore, Owings and Merrill (SOM) headed one group. 
The other was known as Kittyhawk Associates.

Kittyhawk had obtained the services of America’s best-known architect, 
Frank Lloyd Wright. While Wright added “star power,” he ultimately sabo-
taged the Kittyhawk bid. When the Air Force asked the finalists to make 
personal  presentations before their leadership and selection officials in 
Washington, Wright huffily declined, saying, “The world knows what I can 
do,” and, “I will not volunteer to plead my case.” SOM, meanwhile, com-
plied with all Air Force requests, all the while touting its previous projects, 
to include “Atom City” in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and the Naval Post-
graduate School in Monterey, California. That strategy worked, and the 
Air Force awarded the contract to SOM on July 23, 1954.

The Site
While SOM did not have any input into the selection of the site, 
they did have a say in the Academy’s final dimensions. In a move 
showing some foresight, the parcel of land originally chosen by 
the Site Selection Commission was expanded to provide suf-
ficient space for future expansion. Planners added land to the 
northern and southern perimeters so that ridges would block 
out the developmental encroachment they suspected would 
creep up to the boundaries (and in fact has done so). Among 
the parcels of land acquired late in the process was Pine Valley. 
Residents of that area had been assured that the Academy 
reservation would not include their properties, so they were 
understandably outraged when their land was eventually 
included. Feelings were hurt and lawyers were consulted, 
but most residents grudgingly sold their property to the 
government. The Pine Valley homes currently occupied 
by the Superintendent and the Commandant of Cadets 
date from this pre-Academy period.

The huge Academy site offered a myriad of pos-
sible locations for the Cadet Area. General Hubert 
R. Harmon, the Academy’s first Superintendent, 
strongly favored building the Cadet Area in one of 
the valleys, to avoid being “overdramatic.” Another 
concept was to build the main part of the Academy 
near the north-south road (then Highway 85/87, 
now Interstate 25) that linked Colorado Springs 
and Denver, as a visible “advertisement” for the 
school. Another carefully considered concept 
was to build the Cadet Area overlooking the 
sandstone formation known as Cathedral 

“   Kittyhawk Associates had 
obtained the services of 
America’s best-known archi-
tect, Frank Lloyd Wright. 
While he added star power, 
he ultimately sabotaged the 
Kittyhawk bid.
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Early scale model of the Cadet Chapel.
Rock. A fourth faction held that, since the site included stately mountain vistas, the centerpiece of the school 
should be part of that imposing terrain, not a separate complex removed from and dwarfed by the mountains. As 
today’s campus configuration attests, this line of reasoning ultimately prevailed.

With the site for the Cadet Area chosen, the designers got down to business in earnest. From the start, SOM 
engineers, to include Gordon Bunshaft, Partner in Charge of Design, and Walter Netsch, the project’s lead 
designer, understood the enormity of the task. As he walked the undeveloped site, Netsch asked, “How can 
we compete with infinity?”

The Design
Philosophically, the Air Force Academy design would differ drastically from those of its senior siblings, in 
keeping with the relative ages of the three services. Land and sea warfare are ancient arts, virtually as old 
as mankind itself. West Point and Annapolis evoke this glorious past, with their battlements, cannons, 
iron chains, and anchors. West Point occupies a key Revolutionary War site along the Hudson River and 
has done so since 1778, making it “the longest continually garrisoned post in the history of the United 
States.” Similarly, Annapolis, founded in 1845, sits at the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay, hugging the 
water that gives the Navy its reason for being. In both instances, the stunning architecture fits the 
schools’ and the parent services’ illustrious histories.

While Military Academy cadets look to the ground and Naval Academy midshipmen look to 
the sea, Air Force Academy cadets would look to the sky. Consequently, the high altitude and the 
vibrant blue Colorado skies of the site were particularly fitting. So too must the architecture. Early 
on, General Harmon was an advocate for the modernist architectural style, characterized by “an 
asymmetrical arrangement of buildings within a rectangular plan, the raising of buildings on 
pilotis [pillars or stilts], and the extensive use of glass.” Others shared his appreciation of modern-
ism. It had clean lines, contemporary looks, and space-age materials. In its physical structure, 
the Air Force Academy would evoke the future.

After almost a year of meetings, consultations, briefings and preliminary reports, the master 
plan was ready. The plan included not just the Cadet Area, but support facilities, officer and 
enlisted housing, a high school, and a stadium. The Cadet Area was to be built on Lehman 
Ridge using a seven-foot module format, multiples of which were applied to give propor-
tion and consistency to the overall design. The Cadet Area layout had an L-shaped con-
figuration for efficiency of cadet movement. Academic, dining, and living quarters were 
all easily and quickly accessible on the same level. Just to the west were the social center, 
the administration building, and the chapel. Athletic facilities were down the hill, a short 
walk to the north.

Another important function of the L-shape was that it allowed nature to spill into 
the very center of the Cadet Area. This open-ended feature served to symbolically 
meld the natural with the manmade, providing an unimpeded pathway between the 
free form of the landscape and the geometrical rigidity of the buildings.

The Unveiling 
SOM employed several noted consultants, including photographer Ansel Adams, 
to prepare for the public unveiling of the design in May 1955. Members of 
Congress and media representatives were invited to view an exhibit of models, 
drawings, and photographs, followed by tours of the site. The initial response 
was mixed. Some liked the concept, but others opposed it based on honest 
concerns regarding the non-traditional design concepts. Soon there was a 
groundswell of protest. It turned out, however, that much of this criticism 
was orchestrated behind the scenes by those who wanted a financial stake 
in the project. The absence of  traditional building materials such as brick, 
stone, and marble prompted trade organizations, manufacturers, and 
their Congressional representatives to raise objections to the design, in 
part due to the potential adverse impact on favored industries, should 
this type of architecture become popular.

Congressional hearings in 1955 gave the 88-year-old Frank Lloyd 
Wright another opportunity to become involved in the Academy 

project. During his testimony, he derisively referred to Skid-
more, Owings and Merrill as “Skiddings, Owe More and 

Sterile,” and ranted about the deficiencies of the design. He 
concluded that the current project should be abandoned imme-

diately and that he and two other architects should be allowed to 
prepare new designs. Congress did not adopt his suggestions, but 

did temporarily withhold funds from the project.
The harshest criticism was reserved for the chapel. The Air Force 

Academy chapel is now such a familiar and even cherished part 
of Academy, Colorado, and indeed American architecture, that it 
is easy to forget how very controversial this building was when the 

concept was first publicized. Critics, to include architects, religious 
leaders (even military chaplains), and Members of Congress attacked 

it vociferously. Senator John Stennis called the chapel “a cruel twist to 
the whole subject of religion and spiritual instruction.” Senator A. Willis 
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Construction on the Cadet Chapel circa 1961. 

“
Robertson complained that he did not “hear the rustle of angel’s wings.” Other more biting and less articulate 
critics, called it “paganistic,” “an architectural failure,” “a social and spiritual fiasco,” “a deliberate insult to God 
Almighty,” “an accordion,” and “an association of wigwams.” One critic griped that worshipping there would 
be like worshipping in a “skating rink.”

SOM remained above the fray, declining to respond to the criticism. The architectural community, how-
ever, rallied to the defense of SOM and its design, to the point of taking on its most famous practitioner. 
Architectural Record dismissed Wright’s complaints by saying, “His massive contempt for literally all save 
his own efforts is one of his best known and least noble traits.” Harvard professor emeritus and modern 
architecture advocate Walter Gropius expressed confidence that the design’s “cultural merits will prevail 
against sentimentality and ignorance.” Forty-two architects declared their support in a Progressive Archi-
tecture letter to Congressional critics.

The San Francisco Chronicle added to the large body of support for the Academy design, sarcastically 
lamenting the fact that “election to Congress automatically transforms the electee into an infallible 
authority on every art, technology and method of doing business.”

In response to the criticism and the occasional disagreement within the Air Force, SOM did make 
some changes to the proposed facility design. The social center was originally intended to be a “glass 
box,” but was given a masonry exterior. The academic hall’s glassed-in external hallways were moved 
inside, again allowing for more stonework. In proportion to the outcry, the chapel received the 
most extensive reworking. Designer Walter Netsch reoriented the building 90 degrees so that 
it would be parallel with the mountains. The initial issue of whether there would be one, two, 
or three separate chapels was solved by putting the Protestant chapel upstairs and the Catholic 
and Jewish worship areas (and an all-faiths room) below. There was concern but little protest 
about this seemingly unfair arrangement. SOM partner Nathaniel Owings even joked that 
the Protestants “needed those extra seventeen-and-one-half feet for a head start to heaven.” 
Netsch also redesigned the building into a soaring 19-spire structure that resembled climbing 
fighter aircraft. Speculation continues to this day regarding the significance of the number 
of spires, which was later reduced to seventeen by budget shortfalls. There is probably little 
truth in the Academy myth that the seventeen spires represent the twelve apostles and the 
five members of the Senate Appropriations Committee.

In addition to its absolutely unique design, the chapel is striking in part because of its 
vertical orientation. The building towers 150 feet in the air, while the other buildings in 
the complex are more horizontally oriented. Also contributing to the visual supremacy 
of the chapel was SOM’s skillful use of the surrounding terrain’s slope, which allowed 
designers to put two floors of the dormitory and academic building below the main, 
Terrazzo, level of the Cadet Area.

Construction
Due to lingering opposition and funding hold-ups, parts of the complex were under 
construction while others were still being designed. The objective was to have the 
Academy usable for students and staff by the summer of 1958, so the first senior 
class could move in for its final year. SOM was determined to keep to this sched-
ule. They worked diligently and applied innovative construction techniques. For 

Harvard professor emeritus and modern 
architecture advocate Walter Gropius 
expressed confidence that the design’s 
“cultural merits will prevail against 
sentimentality and ignorance.” Forty-
two architects declared their support 
in a Progressive Architecture letter 
to Congressional critics.
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The Holaday Athletic Center was dedicated on July 22, 2011.

example, the two-acre roof for the dining hall was assembled on the 
ground, then raised by hydraulic jacks. Despite formidable obstacles, 
and with several buildings incomplete, SOM succeeded in completing 
enough of its work to allow the Class of 1959 to occupy the permanent 
site of the Air Force Academy..

The early classes had to train and study in what was essentially a con-
struction site. Work continued well past the initial occupancy of the 
school, especially in the academic building. Five classes would graduate 
before the chapel was finally completed and dedicated on September 22, 
1963, a year after the Academy got its own football stadium.

While SOM justifiably receives most of the acclaim, a second design 
firm had a substantial role in the Academy’s original appearance and must 
be acknowledged. Walter Dorwin Teague Associates, an industrial design firm 
from New York, did the interior decoration—everything from the layout for 
the dormitory rooms and classrooms to the salt & pepper shakers in the dining 
hall. Teague had responsibility for “the installation and arrangement of 3.5 mil-
lion square feet of interiors, with 60,000 kinds of equipment and fittings.” They 
designed all the furniture, equipment and floor coverings, always ensuring their 
designs complemented SOM’s master plan. By all accounts, they did so flawlessly.

The Air Force Academy of today does not look exactly as envisioned by SOM in 
the 1950s, but it is pretty close. The academic building, dining hall, and gymnasium 
have been enlarged. As the cadet population increased, a second academic building, 
an expanded library, a field house and two additional athletic facilities have taken their 
places among the original edifices. The fountains in the Terrazzo’s verdant Air Gardens 
were filled with dirt in 1975 due to maintenance costs and excessive leaks, only to be 
partially restored in 1993. These changes have for the most part been compatible with 
the original SOM design.

The same cannot be said for the largest post-original structure, the second dormitory. 
Sijan Hall was built in response to 1965 legislation authorizing a substantial increase in the 
enrollment of the Cadet Wing (and equalizing the student body size of the three Depart-
ment of Defense Service academies). The new dormitory filled in the open space between 
the Cadet Area and the natural world beyond, turning the unique L-shaped configuration 
into a common rectangle and substantially altering the SOM master plan. Having said that, 
the building fits architecturally, as it closely resembles the style of the other buildings. Its central 
location also maintains the highly sought efficiency of cadet movement. The site is so logical 
that it is difficult to imagine another place for the dormitory that would not have been even more 
disruptive to the original vision.

Building a Better Academy
The most recently completed structure at the Academy is the Holaday Athletic Center, an indoor 
training facility located just north of the Field House. The building allows cadets to train in inclem-
ent weather. The 92,000 square foot facility cost $15.5 million, entirely provided through private 
donations. The building is named for A. Bart Holaday, Class of ’65, and his late wife Lynn Holaday, 
principal donors to the project.

As the Academy celebrates its sixtieth birthday, its second vertically oriented structure is about to rise. 
Groundbreaking took place in October 2012 on the 46,000 square foot Center for Character and Lead-
ership Development, located on the Honor Court between Arnold Hall, Harmon Hall, and the Cadet 
Chapel. The building, due for completion in Spring 2015, will integrate character and leadership programs 
and activities across all aspects of the Academy experience. It will feature the Honor Board Room and a 
Forum gathering space at the base of an iconic 105-foot-tall skylight structure. To align the tower, SOM 
collaborated with an astronomer, Dr. Devin Della-Rose, to ensure Polaris would always be due north of the 
building at 39° altitude. The alignment with the North Star symbolizes the Academy’s unwavering commit-
ment to its core values. Another unique aspect of the building is its funding, a mix of public and private money.

The basic intent of the founders and designers was for the United States Air Force Academy to be a campus 
that was functional and could take its place alongside West Point and Annapolis as a national monument. 
Criticism refined the original Skidmore, Owings and Merrill design, and future expansion has altered the land-
scape somewhat, but the Academy has indeed become a timeless and treasured architectural accomplishment. 
Appropriately for a school that trains Air Force officers, it sits comfortably at a place where the earth meets the sky, 
perfectly at home in the natural environment that surrounds but does not envelop it.  

”The early classes had 
to train and study in 
what was essentially 
a construction site.







The Air Force Academy dedication ceremony was held at Lowry Air 

Force Base in Denver on July 11, 1955.
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final list only after concerns over altitude’s potential 
impact on flight training, and the high incidence of 
streptococci infections, were overcome.

Joining Colorado Springs as finalists were Alton, 
Illinois, and Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. The Colorado 
Springs candidacy was greatly advanced by a strong, 
proactive local organization. Colorado Springs leaders 
had set their sights on winning the prized academy as 
far back as 1949, when businessman Joseph A. Reich 
learned that the Secretary of Defense was beginning 
to study the issue of an air force academy. The city was 
already home to the Army’s Fort Carson, and there 
was concern that the post-World War II reduction of 
the military presence there would continue to hamper 
the region’s economy. Eventually, Reich and his sup-
porters got the Chamber of Commerce to establish 
a committee for the express purpose of bringing the 
Academy to Colorado Springs. Working diligently 
and wisely, the Committee persuasively argued that 
Colorado Springs was the best available site.

The city’s efforts were part of a coordinated state-
wide push to win the academy. Governor Dan 
Thornton got the state legislature to establish a Land 
Acquisition Commission and appropriate $1 million 
to purchase the land needed for the Academy. This 
was a key step in convincing Washington leaders that 
Colorado was committed to the project.

While Colorado Springs leaders and residents 
appeared unanimous in their support, vocal opposi-
tion sprung up in the other two sites. Citizens groups 
and newspaper editorial writers highlighted perceived 
negative impacts of locating the school in their areas. 
They worried that the Air Force would confiscate the 
required land without paying fair market value. Pro-
testers even expressed concern that the “bustle” of the 
school would destroy their quiet way of life.

There is some evidence that members of the Col-
orado Springs contingent acted surreptitiously to 
undermine their competitors’ efforts to secure the 

Location   
Location 
Location
Once the Air Force Academy became a legislative 
reality when President Eisenhower signed Public 
Law 325, there was an astonishing amount of work 
to be done before it would become a physical real-
ity. Most, if not all, of the contentious issues that had 
been debated throughout the decades of the Acad-
emy’s gestation were still unresolved. The most hotly 
contested issue was the new school’s location. On 
this issue, like so many others, years of planning by 
prescient Air Force leaders ensured that a great deal 
of thought and research had already been conducted. 
The Air Force had commissioned a site selection com-
mittee in 1949. This group, led by former Air Force 
Chief of Staff Carl Spaatz and including General 
Harmon, considered 354 sites in 22 states, looking at 
“climate, scenic value, proximity to a cultural center, 
water supply, and geographical location in reference 
to the center of population in the United States.” 
The study eliminated all but 29 sites. After visiting 
the remaining locations, the board narrowed its list to 
eight sites, including Colorado Springs and Randolph 
AFB, the “West Point of the Air.”

The  committee’s final report was one of the first 
documents reviewed when Air Force Secretary 
Harold E. Talbott chartered the Air Force Academy 
Site Selection Commission on April 6, 1954. Gener-
als Spaatz and Harmon, holdovers from the original 
site selection effort, were joined by aviation pioneer 
Brigadier General Charles A. Lindbergh, President 
of Iowa State University Dr. Virgil M. Hancher, and 
Hearst Corporation Vice President Merrill C. Meigs. 
During the next two months, this panel considered 
580 sites in forty-five states, visiting thirty-four sites in 
person, and observing an additional thirty-three from 
the air. While the criteria used in both studies were 
similar, the results were significantly different. The 
Commission had winnowed its list down to three, 
but only one site made both site selection commit-
tees’ lists: Colorado Springs. The Springs made the 

air ForcE acaDEmy 
SuPErintEnDEntS

Lt. Gen. Hubert r. Harmon
27 JuLy 1954 - 27 JuLy 1956

maJ. Gen. James e. briGGs
28 JuLy 1956 - 16 auG 1959

maJ. Gen. WiLLiam s. stone
17 auG 1959 - 30 June 1962

maJ. Gen. robert H. Warren
9 JuLy 1962 - 30 June 1965

Lt. Gen. tHomas s. moorman
1 JuLy 1965 - 31 JuLy 1970

Lt. Gen. aLbert P. CLark
1 auG 1970 - 31 JuLy 1974

Lt. Gen. James r. aLLen
1 auG 1974 - 27 June 1977

Lt. Gen. kennetH L. taLLman
28 June 1977 - 15 June 1981

maJ. Gen. robert e. keLLey
16 June 1981 - 15 June 1983

Lt. Gen. WinfieLd W. sCott Jr.
16 June 1983 - 25 June 1987

Lt. Gen. CHarLes r. Hamm
26 June 1987 - 24 June 1991

Lt. Gen. bradLey C. Hosmer ’59
25 June 1991 - 23 June 1994

Lt. Gen. PauL e. stein ’66
8 JuLy 1994 - 31 JuLy L997

Lt. Gen. tad J. oeLstrom ’65
L auG L997 - 8 June 2000

Lt. Gen. JoHn r. daLLaGer ’69
9 June 2000 - 9 aPriL 2003

Lt. Gen. JoHn W. rosa Jr.
9 JuLy 2003 - 23 oCt 2005

Lt. Gen. JoHn f. reGni ’73
24 oCt 2005 - 9 June 2009

Lt. Gen. miCHaeL C. GouLd ’76
9 June 2009 -12 auG 2013

Lt. Gen. miCHeLLe d. JoHnson ’81
12 auG 2013 -

Archival photo of the building site of the 
United States Air Force Academy. 
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Academy. Historian and author George Fagan writes 
that Colorado Springs auto dealer R. Soland Doegnes, 
in sunglasses and a newly grown beard, traveled to Alton 
to participate in protest meetings. He “shouted out pro-
vocative questions which served to stir up the angry 
landowners even more” and “encouraged them to send 
more letters and telegrams to government officials.”

While the Colorado Springs site had many advan-
tages and may well have been chosen regardless, this 
resistance in Illinois and Wisconsin made the decision 
easy for Secretary Talbott. After personally visiting all 
three locations,  he formally chose Colorado Springs 
on June 24, 1954, with Denver to serve as the interim 
venue until the permanent Academy’s facilities could be 
built. At long last, the Air Force Academy had a home.

That home, however, would not be available for 
several years, and the Academy was due to open in 
just over a year. General Harmon, shortly before 
officially becoming the Academy’s first Superinten-
dent, evaluated several Denver locations and chose 
Lowry Air Force Base as the interim site. While cadets 
were housed and fed elsewhere on base, the Acad-
emy proper would consist of three old World War II 
buildings, one used for administration, and the other 
two for everything else—classrooms, laboratories, the 
500-volume library, and staff offices.

The number and magnitude of decisions made 
during the pre-opening year are staggering. During 
that twelve-month period, General Harmon and his 
staff envisioned and built a program that has largely 
survived the test of sixty years. Among the general 
concepts and philosophies established in 1954-1955 
that are still in effect today are:

* A general, broad curriculum with emphasis on 
academics, military training and athletics.

* An admission program that targets individuals 
with well-rounded backgrounds, taking into 
account leadership and athletic experiences in 
addition to academic accomplishment.

* Exposure to flying and flight theory, but not 
“pilot training” per se. The first three classes 
graduated with navigator-observer wings, but 
would have to attend Air Force pilot training to 
earn their pilot ratings.

* A primarily military faculty. Much thought was 
given to the make-up of the faculty, specifically 
the value of civilian professors, but the Academy 
staff decided on an all-military faculty, primarily 
due to the fact that they were imparting mili-
tary as well as academic information (the “role 
model” argument). General Harmon, however, 
was well aware of the value of civilian instruc-
tors. He is quoted in Quest as commenting, “I 
personally do not have the horror of employing 
civilians that has prevailed, and may still prevail 
at West Point. … As a matter of fact we hope 
to set up some sort of system under which we 

could ‘borrow’ instructors for three or four years 
from the best universities. These would keep 
our faculty relatively youthful and insure the 
continual infusion of new blood.” (The visit-
ing civilian professor concept he imagined did 
come to pass. In the 1990s, Congress would 
mandate increased civilian representation on the 
faculty—more on that later.) The first faculty 
consisted of 55 officers, one-third of whom were 
West Point graduates.

* The overscheduling of cadet time and the 
competition between Academy agencies that 
came to be known as the “Terrazzo Gap.” This 
unintentional “tradition” grew from the honest 
and understandable desire to provide the cadets 
with the most and the best education and train-
ing experience possible. To the evident chagrin 
of Academy curriculum planners, however, 
there were (and are) only 24 hours in a cadet’s 
day. From day one, however, according to 
Fagan, “The courses had been overplanned, 

the demands on the cadets were too great, and 
practically every minute of the cadet’s day was 
scheduled, even his allocation of sleeping time.” 
Then, as now, nothing can be added to a cadet’s 
schedule without removing something else, and 
no one wants to remove anything. In many 
ways, the Air Force Academy resembled the U.S. 
Military Academy that had spawned virtually all 
of USAFA’s initial senior leaders. In other areas, 
such as breadth of education and the “whole 
person” admissions focus, the fledgling Academy 
broke new ground, and their innovations were 
eventually adopted by its senior sibling.

One unique situation Harmon and his planners 
had to face was the absence of upperclassmen. Ini-
tially, consideration was given to importing Military 
Academy cadets, but Harmon rejected that idea as 
impractical. In June 1954, the Air Force Chief of Staff 
suggested using young unmarried officers as “synthetic 
upperclassmen.” This concept was adopted, as was the 
title “Air Training Officers,” or ATOs. Sixty-six ATOs, 

“The number and magnitude of decisions made 
during the pre-opening year are staggering. 

During that twelve-month period, general harmon 
and his staff envisioned and built a program that 

has largely survived the test of sixty years.

This tribute to the Academy’s founding father, 
Lt. Gen. Hubert R. Harmon, resides between 
Harmon Hall and the Cadet Chapel.
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including 8 West Point and 11 Naval Academy grad-
uates, were selected to fill this role.

Finally, the staff was on board, the curriculum was 
developed, the temporary Lowry facilities were suffi-
ciently refurbished, and the cadets had been selected. 
It was time to open the doors.

thE 
PLanning 
PayS oFF
Beginning at 6 o’clock on Monday morning, July 11, 
1955, cadets reported in. The first in line was Valmore 
W. Bourque. (Sadly, he would have another first. After 
washing back a class due to academic difficulties, he 
became the first graduate killed in action.) Mr. Bourque 
was followed at in-processing by 305 other eager young 
men (out of more than 6,000 applicants) who had 
received coveted appointments. The hectic pace they 
would endure for four years began immediately. Before 
3 p.m., they had to get haircuts, learn to wear their uni-
forms properly, and receive basic drill instruction so they 
could march in the dedication ceremony.

The ATOs did their jobs and the cadets performed 
admirably before a large crowd and a national television 
audience, looking just as sharp as their vastly more expe-
rienced West Point and Annapolis counterparts who 
also participated in the event. Walter Cronkite reported 
live from the Lowry flightline site, buzzing with excite-
ment over the historic occasion. A who’s who of Air 
Force and Academy leaders of the day gave welcoming 
speeches commemorating the historical significance of 

the day. A long and loud flyover of Air Force aircraft 
punctuated the festivities.

With the pomp and circumstance out of the way, 
the cadets and staff got down to business. For the next 
three years,  cadets toiled at the Lowry site, earning 
$111.15 per month. During that time, the curriculum 
was revised to lessen the load, as well as to offer Astro-
nautics and elective courses. The Class of 1959 adopted 
the Honor Code and chose the falcon as the Acad-
emy’s mascot. Hollywood producer Cecil B. DeMille 
undertook the task of designing the distinctive cadet 
uniform. Cadets marched in President Eisenhower’s 
1957 inaugural parade. General Harmon retired, then 
died of cancer, failing to see the first of his cadets gradu-
ate. Despite that disappointment, the Lowry era was, as 
long-time Academy librarian and historian Don Barrett 
put it, “a period of tremendous esprit de corps among 
staff, faculty, and cadets, aware of being engaged in a 
historic undertaking.”

While this spirit-infused human endeavor took place 
in Denver, a monumental architectural endeavor was 
underway sixty miles to the south, in Colorado Springs. 
The Chicago firm Skidmore, Owings and Merrill 
designed and was busily supervising construction of the 
permanent Academy site. By August 1958, a sufficient 
portion of the Academy was ready for occupancy. After 
the Class of 1962 completed Basic Cadet Training at 
Lowry, the cadets were bussed to the North Gate and 
they marched five miles up the hill to the Cadet Area.

a
PErmanEnt 
homE
Even before the 207 remaining members of the 
Class of 1959 graduated on June 3, two significant 
events took place that clearly demonstrated the supe-
rior quality of the Academy and its students. First, 
the North Central Association of Colleges and Sec-
ondary Schools formally accredited the Academy’s 
academic program, the only time they have ever 
accredited a school before it had graduated even one 
class. Members of the Academy’s first class validated 
the excellence of the Academy curriculum, receiv-
ing prestigious honors, topped by class valedictorian 
Bradley C. Hosmer’s Rhodes Scholarship. Second, 
the 1958 football team garnered national attention 
for itself and the Academy with an undefeated season 
and a 0-0 tie with heavily favored Texas Christian 
University in the New Year’s Day 1959 Cotton Bowl 
in Dallas. It was indeed remarkable that a school in 

“Dean of the 
Faculty Brigadier 
General Robert 
F. McDermott 
initiated the 

Majors-for-All 
Program. Since 

that time, all 
cadets have 

graduated from 
the Air Force 

Academy with 
a major. The 

sister academies, 
seeing how well 
this innovative 

program worked 
at USAFA, soon 
followed suit.

The  Class of 1959 at the Air Force Academy 
dedication ceremony held at Lowry Air Force  
Base in Denver, July 11, 1955.
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just its fourth year of existence, with an enrollment 
of only 1,100 students, could compete successfully at 
such a high level, both academically and athletically.

The Academy continued to grow and mature at a 
phenomenal rate during the next several years, as pro-
grams were fine-tuned and facilities were built.

No academic officer in the history of the Academy 
was more influential than the first permanent Dean 
of the Faculty, Brigadier General Robert F. McDer-
mott. During his twelve-year tenure (1956–1968), he 
oversaw sweeping changes that altered not only the 
academic landscape at the Air Force Academy, but at 
the tradition-bound Military and Naval Academies 
as well. He is credited with two major initiatives that 
thrust the Academy to the forefront of academic 
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excellence. First was the “enrichment” program, insti-
tuted in 1957. Until that time, scholars at each of the 
nation’s Service academies took essentially the same 
courses. To challenge and accommodate exceptionally 
bright (or industrious) students, as well as those with 
prior college credits, the Academy allowed them to 
validate courses, thereby providing opportunities for 
cadets to take a wider variety of classes, or to concen-
trate in one particular field of study. This flexibility 
made it possible for cadets to major in one of four 
offered fields: Basic Science, Applied Science, Public 
Affairs, or English. So many cadets took advantage of 
this opportunity that, in 1964, more than half of the 
graduating class had earned majors. Consequently, 
General McDermott initiated the Majors-for-All 
Program. Since that time, all cadets have graduated 
from the Air Force Academy with majors. The sister 
academies, seeing how well this innovative program 
worked at USAFA, soon followed suit. The wisdom 
and success of General McDermott’s visionary efforts 
can be measured in many other ways as well, to 
include the unbroken string of accreditations granted 
from academic review organizations, and the extraor-
dinary number of post-graduate scholarships won 
under his leadership, to include nine Rhodes Scholar-
ships. That the Academy in 2003 named its library 
after him is additional testament to the tremendous 
impact he had on the Academy.

Because the Academy was occupied before construc-
tion was complete, critical buildings continued to come 
on line, seemingly at the rate of one per year. The 135-
bed Academy hospital opened in 1960. Coincidentally, 
the first baby born there, Deanna Reeves, went on to 
graduate from the Academy. The following year, the 

Preparatory School opened its doors to aspiring cadet 
candidates who needed an additional year of seasoning 
before reporting to the Academy. In the fall of 1962, 
Falcon Stadium, built with donated funds, was dedi-
cated. Most significantly in terms of the Academy’s 
architectural and visual image, the controversial seven-
teen-spired chapel began operation in 1963.

The 1964 contribution to the Academy’s physical 
maturation was a simple phrase consisting of three 
one-syllable words: “Bring Me Men.” These words, 
taken from Sam Walter Foss’ 1894 poem entitled  
“The Coming American,” were mounted above the 
Battle Ramp to the east of the Terrazzo in two-foot 
high aluminum letters. Originally intended as a call 
to the nation’s best and brightest, it later became a 
touchstone for controversy and a symbol of a per-
ceived gender inequity at the school. In 2003, the 
phrase was removed, to be replaced a year later by 
the Core Values, “Integrity First, Service Before Self, 
Excellence in All We Do.”

The size of the Cadet Wing also grew dramatically. 
While the first three classes each brought in just over 
300 cadets, by 1964, more than 1 ,000 cadets entered 
with each class. This expansion, fueled by legisla-
tion increasing the authorized strength from 2,529 
to 4,417 cadets, prompted still more construction. 
To house the additional cadets, another dormitory 
was built. Virtually every other cadet building was 
expanded. In addition, a field house was constructed 
to accommodate athletic activities such as ice hockey, 
basketball and track, as well as military training and 
the intramural sports program.  w

President John F. Kennedy is saluted during 
the commencement ceremony for the Class of 
1963 on June 5, 1963.
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conFLict
The late sixties and early seventies were dominated by 
the Vietnam War and the national response thereto. 
To paraphrase Charles Dickens, the Vietnam era 
could easily be called the worst of times and the best 
of times for the Air Force Academy. On the Acad-
emy grounds, public resistance to the unpopular war 
caused severe consternation. In the theater of opera-
tions, however, Academy graduates exhibited extraor-
dinary skill and courage in combat and as prisoners of 
war, vividly demonstrating the quality of officers the 
Academy was producing.

As national anti-war sentiment grew stronger 
and anti-war activists grew bolder, college campuses 
throughout the country became focal points for pro-
test and sometimes violent demonstrations. Unfortu-
nately, the Academy was no exception. The difference 
in this case, however, was that the demonstrators were 
“imports,” not Academy students. The Academy res-
ervation was open to the public, so it was not possible 
to limit access. Protests took place at the base gates, 
at football games and, most regularly, at the chapel. 
Until the court-ordered abolishment of mandatory 
chapel attendance at the service academies went into 
effect in January 1973, as George Fagan writes in His-
tory, “The agitators were assured of a captive audience 
of thousands of cadets each Sunday morning.”

Cadets, of course, come to the Academy from the 
civilian population. Consequently, they harbor many 
of the same attitudes and opinions as their counter-
parts on college campuses across America. During the 
Vietnam era war period, morale suffered greatly at the 
Academy and cadets (like other young adults of their 
generation) seemed more willing to question author-
ity. They also were, statistically at least, less committed 
to the military. The war classes had some of the high-
est attrition rates in Academy history, led by the Class 
of 1975’s record 46.2% dropout rate.

While there may have been a lack of commitment 
on the part of some Academy cadets, the commitment 
and valor of graduates serving in the Vietnam War was 
unquestioned—and inspiring. Particularly for those 
who graduated in the late 1960s, an early assignment 
to Southeast Asia was almost a given. Graduates served 
with courage and distinction in command positions, 
in the cockpit, and in prison camps.

WomEn 
aDmittED
The most sweeping change since the Academy’s for-
mation was the admission of women in 1976. The 
change was officially brought about by Public Law 
94-106, signed by President Ford on October 7, 

1975, but preparation had begun years before. Antici-
pating the requirement, Lieutenant General Albert P. 
Clark had directed extensive study and planning for 
the incorporation of women into the Academy before 
he retired in July 1974.

While the foresight of General Clark and his staff 
laid the foundation, the daunting tasks of actually 
building the program and incorporating women into 
the cadet wing fell to his successor, Lieutenant Gen-
eral James R. Allen. Both Superintendents shared the 
belief that the arrival of women should not lead to 
significant changes in the Academy’s core curriculum 
and must not jeopardize the Academy’s raison d’être: 
producing superb officers.

The concept that emerged from the staff’s exten-
sive study and research called for no major program 
changes, except for slight modifications to physical fit-
ness standards due to upper body strength differences 
between women and men. Minor physical modifica-
tions were made to the dormitories. Rather than hire a 
celebrity this time, academy officials tasked the cadet 
tailor shop to design the female cadets’ uniforms.

Next to General Allen, Captain Judith M. Gal-
loway was perhaps the key figure in the Academy’s 
preparation for the conversion from all-male to co-ed 
status. According to George Fagan, Galloway took on 
the role of “human guinea pig,” subjecting herself to 
everything a female cadet might face. Among these 
challenges was the Academy’s free-fall parachute pro-
gram. In September 1975, she became the first female 
to graduate from the Academy jump program, and 
the first female to earn a DoD approved set of jump 
wings. Her experiences and observations led to many 
improvements in the Academy’s original plan for inte-
grating female cadets.

The ATO model that had worked so well for the first 
classes of male cadets was again utilized for the initial 
classes of female cadets. Captain Galloway identified 
and screened potential ATO candidates. After intense 
interviews and physical fitness tests, Academy officials 
selected fifteen young female officers. Captain Gal-
loway, her staff, and a cadre of 40 cadets conducted a 
grueling 5 1/2 month training program so that, when 
the Class of 1980 arrived – the first Academy class to 
include women – the ATO cadre was ready to serve as 
surrogate upperclass cadets.

On June 28, 1976, 157 pioneering female members 
of the Class of ’80 joined the Cadet Wing. For the first 
semester, they were housed together at the east end of 
Vandenberg Hall. The ATOs and the female cadets 
believed the physical separation was hampering their 
full integration into the wing so, when they returned 
from the winter break, they began living in the squad-
rons to which they were assigned. This physical move 
improved the women’s incorporation into the Wing.

For the most part, the transition was relatively 
smooth, largely due to General Allen’s relentlessly 

optimistic leadership and his positive approach to 
training. Still, the next four years were not easy. In 
addition to the stresses and difficulties inherent in 
cadet life, the first female cadets were subject to the 
intense media scrutiny and the effects of lingering 
resentment from a small minority of male cadets.

Ninety-seven of the original female cadets com-
pleted the program and graduated on May 28, 
1980. Kathleen Conley was the top woman and the 
eighth-ranked member of the class. A few months 
later, Michelle D. Johnson, Class of 1981, became 
the first female Cadet Wing Commander (and later, 
the Academy’s first female Rhodes Scholar and then 
its first female Superintendent). In 1986, Terrie Ann 
MacLaughlin became the first female cadet to gradu-
ate number one in her class.

Since the incorporation of female cadets, the Acad-
emy has enjoyed a period of relative stability, with 
only changes on the margin. There were no sweeping 
modifications to the curriculum, Cadet Wing opera-
tions, or administration, though some new buildings 
have sprung up. This is not to say there were no sig-
nificant changes or improvements made at the Air 
Force Academy during this period.

In 1976, the nation’s bicentennial year, the 
first class of women were admitted to the U.S. 
Air Force Academy. 
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charactEr 
DEvELoPmEnt
The subject of character development and its impor-
tance to the Academy curriculum were reinforced over 
the years. In 1983, the Superintendent, Lieutenant 
General Winfield W. Scott, designated character as the 
Academy’s “fourth pillar” giving it equal billing with 
the other three main educational objectives: academic, 
military, and athletic. A decade later, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Bradley C. Hosmer, who had risen from first grad-
uate to first graduate Superintendent, established the 
Center for Character Development at the Academy, to 
oversee and coordinate character training and educa-
tion. Also during General Hosmer’s tenure, the Acad-
emy adopted the aforementioned set of “Core Values” 
to guide cadet behavior: “Integrity First, Service Before 
Self, and Excellence in All We Do.” These basic prin-
ciples struck such a chord in the Air Force that they 
were adopted service-wide in 1996. Later, rather than 
be considered a pillar of the Academy experience, 
character became the very foundation upon which 
the other pillars stood. Further proof of the Academy’s 
deep commitment to the vital role character plays in 
the Air Force, is currently being built in the Honor 
Court area, where the Center for Character and Lead-
ership Development’s skylight structure will soon rise, 
pointing unwaveringly toward the North Star.

Academy facilities continued to be expanded and 
added as the need (and funding) arose. In 1982, a 
46,000 square foot library addition was completed. 
The Association of Graduates, having outgrown its 
small Sijan Hall office, broke ground on a privately 
funded headquarters building, christened Doolittle 
Hall, in 1991. After years of difficulty and delay 
obtaining Congressional funding, the $34 million 
academic expansion was finally built starting in 1994. 
The 347,000 square foot addition houses modern 
laboratories, classrooms, offices, and cadet medical 
clinics. An indoor training facility, the Holaday Ath-
letic Center, was opened in July 2011. In response to 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, the Cadet 
Area is now far more secure than it had been previ-
ously, with the addition of approximately 8,000 feet of 
fencing and greatly restricted access.

In Congress, the early 1990s saw an unprecedented 
level of interest in the Service academies. The General 
Accounting Office, Congress’ independent investigat-
ing body, studied virtually every aspect of Academy 
life, to include cost accounting, performance monitor-
ing, the preparatory schools, gender and race issues, 
and the honor code. Many of their recommendations 
were accepted and implemented.

Legislation also altered the face of the academies. Due 
to the end of the Cold War and the decline in the size 
of the military, academy enrollment was reduced from 

4,417 to its present 4,000. The Air Force Academy and 
West Point were also required to increase the civilian 
presence on the faculty (the Naval Academy faculty was 
already 50% civilian). In addition, Congress stipulated 
that graduates would no longer be awarded Regular 
commissions upon graduation, but would compete 
for them later in their careers. Even the academy band 
couldn’t escape scrutiny, as Congress ordered it be 
moved to Air Force Space Command (it returned to 
Academy control on October 1, 2003).

SEtbackS 
anD moving 
ForWarD
No recording of the Academy’s history would be 
complete without acknowledging the occasional set-
back. During its six decades of general excellence, the 
school has had a few high-visibility problems. The 
first large-scale honor incident broke when cadets 
returned from their holiday  break in January 1965. 
A cadet, resigning due to disillusionment with the 
Academy, reported knowing of more than 100 cadets 
who had been involved in a cheating ring. Investiga-
tion uncovered 105 cadets who confessed to cheat-
ing, while four admitted they sold examinations to 
fellow cadets. During the ensuing investigation, the 
faculty conceded they were partially at fault, because 
they had trusted the cadets implicitly and had been so 
confident in the cadets’ adherence to the honor code 
that they did not take even rudimentary steps to pro-
tect testing materials. Tests were not locked up, and 
instructors did not monitor test-takers. Identical tests 
were given on consecutive dates. These temptations 
proved too much for some less honorable cadets. In 
the aftermath of the cheating revelations, a Washing-
ton committee led by retired Air Force Chief of Staff 
Thomas D. White, studied the situation, conclud-
ing that substantial administrative and procedural 
changes should be made, but that the honor code 
should remain an integral part of the Academy.

Despite the introspection and changes that 
ensued, honor trouble would periodically beset the 
Academy. Indeed, many cadets who had witnessed 
and survived the 1965 incident became embroiled 
in one of their own two years later, when 46 cadets 
resigned for honor violations. In 1972, 39 cadets 
resigned amid honor allegations. Twelve years after 
that, concerns over cheating on a physics exami-
nation prompted the Superintendent, Lieuten-
ant General  Scott, to temporarily suspend cadet 
administration of the honor code and institute an 
amnesty program to help him ascertain the depth 
and breadth of the dishonesty. One result was that 
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the Cadet Wing voted to add the Honor Oath, in 
which the cadet resolves to do her/his duty and to 
live honorably. Throughout all of these episodes, 
the bedrock code, “We will not lie, steal, or cheat, 
nor tolerate among us anyone who does,” as well as 
cadet ownership of it, has endured.

More recently, allegations of sexual harassment and 
religious insensitivity have embroiled the Academy in 
unwanted negative attention. The resulting scrutiny 
has resulted in improvements to many Academy pro-
grams, as well as greater sensitivity to the well-being 
and the beliefs of others.

Through good times and bad, the Academy con-
tinues its record of quality and excellence. Accrediting 
agencies regularly praise the Academy for its superior 
courses and programs, its motivated faculty, its small 
class sizes, and its commitment to academic achieve-
ment. National rating organizations such as US News 
and World Report and The Princeton Review invari-
ably place the school at or near the top of their lists 
of best schools in America. The Academy will con-
tinue to do what it has done exceptionally well since 
its inception—educate and train America’s finest, 
producing outstanding graduates who will serve hon-
orably in the Air Force and in American society. For 
its second sixty years and beyond, the United States 
Air Force Academy will remain an institution fulfill-
ing and furthering the aerospace legacy established 
by the Wright Brothers, early aviation pioneers, and 
academy visionaries.  





Off-duty cadets take a stroll in downtown Colorado Springs. This photo 

by William Belknap Jr. originally appeared in the June 1959 issue of 

National Geographic magazine. (Image courtesy of Northern Arizona 

University, Cline Library, Belknap Collection)
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June 3, 1959
207 members of the 
first class graduate.

August 12, 1965
Air Force Academy 
Superintendent, Lt. 
Gen. Thomas Moor-
man establishes the 
Association of Gradu-

ates. The first AOG Alumni Secretary, Captain 
Dick Matthews ’60, is appointed. The AOG staff 
includes four civilians and is run out of room 226 
in Harmon Hall. The Association of Graduates has 
experienced tremendous growth over the decades 
and now employs 40 individuals dedicated to serv-
ing the Long Blue Line. 

1966
The first class reunion is held. In 1984, the AOG 
provides support to a non-homecoming reunion 
for the very first time. Today, the Association of 
Graduates helps organize up to nine reunions 
a year. In 2013, over 3,600 graduates and their 
guests returned to Colorado Springs to celebrate 
with friends and classmates.

January 15, 1968
The AOG is incorporated as a tax-exempt Colorado 
non-profit corporation. 

September 22, 1970
The AOG issues the first Association of Graduates 
Life Membership. 

October 10, 1970
The Association of Graduates donates the Gradu-
ate War Memorial in the Cadet Area. Brigadier 
General Robin Olds, Commandant of Cadets, 
speaks at the ceremony. The curved monolith is 
constructed of three 7-foot by 21-foot slabs of 
black granite.

The ASSOciATiOn Of GrAduATeS
ServinG The LOnG BLue Line fOr neArLy Six decAdeS

1972
Former Air Force 
Academy Athletic 
Director, Gen. 
George B. Simler, 
develops the concept 
of the commander-
in-chief’s Trophy and 
brings the idea to the 
Association of Gradu-

ates. The AOG teams up with its Army and Navy 
sister organizations resulting in the three-sided 
170-pound trophy that we know today.

October 14, 1978
Through class gifts, the AOG donates the class 
Wall. The Class Wall, a gallery of crests of Acad-
emy classes, starts when the Class of ’68 presents 
its crest during its ten-year reunion. The wall is 
“dedicated by the classes which have gone before 
to those which will follow in recognition of our 
common commitment to excellence.” 

April 25, 1979
The AOG dedicates a plaque honoring American 
Unknown Heroes at the Memorial Trophy Room, 
Arlington National Cemetery.

1981
Air Force Chief of Staff, Gen. Lew Allen Jr., autho-
rizes the Association of Graduates to sell cadet 
Sabers to graduates.

October 3, 1981
The AOG selects Gail 
McComas, former 
Cadet Wing Hostess, 
as its first Honorary 
Member. Mrs. McCo-
mas served at the 
Academy from 1955 
until 1977. Honor-
ary membership is 

awarded to persons who have rendered outstanding 
service to the Air Force and/or the Academy. Mem-
bership is limited to 25 living persons and must be 

unanimously approved by AOG Board members 
voting by secret ballot. 

1983
The AOG moves to an all non-governmental 
staff and Dick Coppock ’61 is hired as the first 
non-active duty executive director beginning an 
exciting new phase in the organization’s develop-
ment. He would guide the organization until 
1999. Today, the AOG provides its members with 
72 benefits and services.

July 6, 1985
Members of the Class of 1989 are the first to 
participate in the Life Membership at Graduation 
(LMAG) program initiated by the AOG. LMAG 
allows cadets to pay dues throughout their cadet 
careers and graduate with a paid-in-full life mem-
bership in the organization.

1987
The AOG buys and 
gifts two sailplanes to 
the Academy.

1990
The AOG awards the first five Graduate depen-
dent Scholarships. Each year, thousands of dollars 
in scholarship funds are awarded to dependents of 
USAFA graduates.  

April 28, 1994
The first Joint Service Academy career confer-
ence is held. During the past two decades, this 
AOG sponsored program has helped hundred of 
graduates land jobs and advance their careers.

1994
The AOG establishes 
the Sabre Society. The 
program is now man-
aged by the USAFA 
Endowment and has 
over 1,400 members.
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Association of Graduates
honorary Members
nAMe   dATe AWArded
Gail Mccomas*  10/03/1981
robert Smith*  10/29/1983
Barry Goldwater* 04/18/1984
frieda Weber  03/15/1985
William Tutt*  01/01/1986
James conboy*  03/04/1986
Joseph reich*  03/04/1986
russell Tutt*  05/06/1986
James doolittle* 12/02/1989
Joseph Moller*  12/02/1989
harold Littrell  08/21/1992
William Lyon  08/21/1992
robert Mcdermott* 08/21/1992
norma nottingham 05/07/1994
donald Barrett*  02/10/1995
James Bowman  02/10/1995
harold Stuart*  02/10/1995
Malham Walkin  02/10/1995
Benjamin Bellis  02/10/1995
dorothy Moller*  11/17/1995
Gregory Kolligian* 05/10/1997
John Kirkpatrick* 02/07/1998
Ben Martin*  11/12/1999
AP clark*  04/12/2001
fisher deBerry  05/12/2001
William hybl  07/14/2001
Philip erdle*  11/16/2001
Winfield Scott  11/02/2002
James Mccarthy 08/07/2004
nancy Burns  05/14/2005
edmund Ladouceur 05/06/2011
Janet edwards  08/03/2012
Benjamin cassiday Jr. 05/06/2012
dean Wilson*  02/01/2013
Gregory Lengyel  05/23/2014

* indicates member is deceased.

1996
Local AOG chapter creates the Appointee Bed and 
Breakfast Program. Each year, the Association of 
Graduates, with the assistance of the Rampart Chapter 
of the AOG, facilitates the opportunity for appointees 
who are traveling by themselves for Inprocessing to 
stay at the homes of local Academy graduates, faculty, 
staff and friends. In recent years, as many as 350 
appointees have participated in this annual program. 

June 8, 1996
The Association of 
Graduates purchases a 
gyrfalcon and presents 
it to the Academy. The 
cadets name the white 
falcon Aurora.

1997
The AOG takes over 
the procurement of 
class rings and over-
sight of ring heritage. 
On the second floor 
of Doolittle Hall 

exists a collection of every USAFA class ring—all 
have been worn by Academy graduates. 

April 3, 1998
The first annual founders day dinner is held at 
Doolittle Hall. The event has evolved into one of 
the great celebrations held in honor of our nation’s 
service academies.

July, 1999
col. (ret.) Jim Shaw ’67 is hired as the AOG’s 
second CEO. He serves in the position until 2008.

2001
The AOG and the Academy name the institution’s 
first two distinguished Graduates: Gen. (Ret.) 
Ronald Fogleman ’63 and Mr. Harry J. Pearce ’64. 
Subsequently, 24 more members of the Long Blue 
Line have received this singular honor. 

december 2003
The Association of Graduates new website,
 www.usafa.org, goes live. Its predecessor, www.
aog-usafa.org, dates back to 1998. USAFA.org has 
won two Council for Advancement and Support 
of Education awards for excellence in the past two 
years. It contains a wealth of resources including 
a searchable grad directory, an events calendar, 
Checkpoints Online and much, much, more. 
Browse the AOG Gift Shop Online to find the 
perfect gift for any Falcon. 

2004
The AOG establishes the WebGuy program allow-
ing AOG members, parents and friends of cadets 
nationwide to follow the progress of their loved 
one as they tackle the many challenges of the Acad-
emy. In 2013, over 180,000 pictures were taken 
and the WebGuy website received a staggering 5.6 
million page views during BCT. 

June 17, 2004
The class of 1959 
challenge Bridge is 
dedicated at Doolittle 
Hall. During Inpro-
cessing, members of 
the Class of 1959 
read the challenge to 
incoming appointees 

before they cross to bridge to begin their Basic 
Cadet Training.  

May 11, 2007
The Memorial Pavilion at the Cemetery is dedi-
cated. The Pavilion, funded by the Association 
of Graduates, provides a beautiful and dignified 
indoor facility for events during inclement weather.

January, 2008
Gary howe ’69 is hired as the third AOG President and 
CEO while the AOG conducts a nation-wide search.

August, 2008
The AOG hires William “T” Thompson ’73 as its 
fourth President and CEO.  w
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Academy graduates, each of whom have excelled 
in one of seven categories. These graduates serve as 
examples the Cadet Wing can emulate. A replica 
of the exhibit is available for public viewing on the 
second floor of Doolittle Hall.

doolittle hall
For the first 27 years 
of its existence the 
Association of Gradu-
ates was housed in 
various offices at 
Harmon Hall, Sijan 
Hall, and off campus. 
Ground was broken 
on the new alumni 

house in May of 1991 and the building was offi-
cially dedicated on August 21, 1992. In 1994, doo-
little hall becomes the first stop for Inprocessing, 
a tradition that was broken once due to the Waldo 
Canyon fire of 2012, but continued in 2013. The 

May 1, 2008 
KAfA, the Academy 

radio station broadcasting at 97.7 FM, begins 
streaming through funds provided by the AOG. 
This May, the station upgraded its streaming 
service. You can listen to the commercial-free 
modern rock station at usafa.org.

november 15, 2011
The Superintendent, Lieutenant General Mike Gould 
’76, formally concurs with the Association of Gradu-
ates plan to implement a 50-year Legacy Program. 
Under the plan, the 50-year class would begin inter-
acting with the new class from day one, beginning 
with Inprocessing. This program replaced the 40-year 
legacy program that had started before the Class of 
’59 had reached its 50th year.

October 19, 2012
The AOG and the Academy dedicate the falcon 
center heritage exhibit located in Fairchild 
Hall. The Heritage Exhibit honors 28 Air Force 

alumni house hosts dozens of events each year, has 
become the epicenter of reunion activities, and is 
the shared home of the USAFA Endowment. 

checkpoints
The first Association of Graduates Magazine was 
published in the winter of 1971. The name officially 
changed to Checkpoints in the Summer 1979 issue. 
In the past two years the magazine has won 11 

awards for excellence 
in writing, photog-
raphy, and design, 
from the Council for 
Advancement and 
Support of Educa-
tion. The magazine 
currently has a world-
wide circulation of 
over 31,000.  
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      Lance Sijan’s Squadron Patch
The Medal of Honor recipient’s Cadet 
Squadron 21 Blackjack patch.

      General Stone’s Order of the 
White Elephant Medals
Presented to Maj. Gen. William 
S. Stone, the Air Force Academy’s 
third Superintendent, by His Royal 
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
of Thailand during the King’s visit to 
the Academy circa 1960.

     Doolittle Hall Memorial Window Etching
On the east wall of the first floor of Doolittle Hall, the 
etching is a tribute to the female ATOs who trained the 
first women admitted to the Academy, members of the 
Classes of 1980 and 1981.

      WW II Era Helmet
WW II leather flying helmet 
currently archived in the Academy’s 
National Museum of the United 
States Air Force Collection.

      Bale of Cotton from the 
Cotton Bowl
A souvenir from Air Force’s 
appearance in the 1959 Cotton 
Bowl, which ended in a 0-0 tie 
with Texas Christian University.

Special thanks to Dr. Mary Elizabeth Ruwell, Academy Archivist and Chief of Special 
Collections and Meredith Harlow, Air Force Academy Museum Specialist.
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      Astrocompass
This navigational tool, 
used to determine the 
direction of true north, 
is another item in the 
National Museum of 
the United States Air 
Force Collection.

      General Harmon’s 
Cigarette Box
This wooden cigarette 
box covered with sterling 
silver was engraved with 19 
signatures of U.S Embassy 
staff. The side is engraved to 
Major H.R. Harmon, U.S.A. 
Assistant Military Attaché 
for Air, American Embassy, 
London 1927-1929, from his 
appreciative colleagues.

      General Harmon’s 
Army Sweater
Lt. Gen. Hubert R. 
Harmon, the Air 
Force Academy’s 
first superintendent, 
graduated from West 
Point in 1915 in the 
same class as President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower.

      Alonzo Babers’ Gold Medal
Winner of two gold medals in 
the 1984 Summer Olympics 
in Los Angeles, Alonzo Babers 
’83 remains the Academy’s most 
decorated Olympic athlete to date.

O60OBJECTS
A collection of artifacts that tell the tale of an institution 

Edited by David Bergeman   |   Images by Lewis Carlyle



The American Legion Memorial
The American Legion Memorial has 
overlooked the USAFA Cemetery 
since 2002. However, its journey to 
that peaceful knoll on the west side 
of the cemetery grounds was decades 
in the making. The memorial 
initially resided high on the hillside 
to the west of the Chapel. In 2012, 
the Class of 1967 renovated this 
beautiful memorial.

      Order of the Sword
The award, established by Military Airlift 
Command's enlisted corps in 1967, is 
presented to individuals whom the NCO 
corps wishes to honor. Most recently, 
former Superintendent, Lt. Gen. (Ret.) 
Mike Gould ’76 was presented with the 
award  in December 2011.

    Slide Rule
Using logarithmic scales to perform 
complex computations, this analog 
mathematical device carried thousands of 
cadets through the gauntlet of chemistry, 
aeronautics and astrophysics courses 
long before the advent of the graphing 
calculator and the computer.

      Hap Arnold’s Globe
Globe used by General Arnold 
during World War II. The globe 
is also part of the tableau in the 
statue of the General that is 
located outside of Arnold Hall.

    Prop and Wings 
The prop and wings originated as 
a branch insignia for the United 
States Army Air Service in 1920. 
At the Academy, the prop and 
wings are awarded to cadets 
at the end of the grueling first 
year, better known as "fourth-
class" year. Over time, the prop 
and wings have become a key 
symbol of the Academy and its 
Association of Graduates. 



    Eagle and Fledglings
In 1958, this two-ton statue was given to the Academy 
by personnel of the Air Training Command. The 
quotation on the statue is from Austin “Dusty” Miller, 
and reads: “Man’s flight through life is sustained by the 
power of his knowledge.”

     Pegasus
This 8 and 1/2 ton marble statue was given to the 
Academy by the Italian government in 1959. It was 
located outside of the Arnold Hall Ballroom until it was 
moved to its current location in front of Doolittle Hall 
in 1994.

      LBJ’s Pen 
On March 3, 1964, President 
Lyndon Johnson signed 
Public Law 88-276 expanding 
the Air Force Academy and 
West Point to Navy’s student 
strength. The Cadet Wing 
subsequently grew from 2,529 
to 4,417.

      General Arnold’s Stars
This walnut box contains one each of 
Hap Arnold’s Brig. Gen., Maj. Gen., 
Lt. Gen., Gen., and Gen. of the Army 
(GOA) shoulder/collar rank insignia. By 
date of rank, Gen Arnold was the fourth  
general (behind Marshall, MacArthur, 
and Eisenhower) to  hold the grade of 
GOA after it was created by Congress in 
1944.  In 1949, his rank was redesignated 
“General of the Air Force.”

      The Academy Crest
The Air Force Academy crest was 
created in 1963 by Brig. Gen. Robert 
F. McDermott, Dean of the Faculty. 
The emblem is symbolic of the Air 
Force Academy. Against a shield divided 
horizontally into three sections, white 
representing clouds, brilliant blue 
representing sky, and black indicating 
outer space, two geometric forms 
(symbolic of the upward motion of flight 
and the dual mission of Educational 
Development and Training for Military 
Leadership) point upward to the North 
Star symbol which represents the ultimate 
goal of Air Force service.

      Outstanding Cadet Squadron Trophy
Awarded annually to the squadron 
that exhibits the most outstanding 
accomplishments in academic, physical and 
military pursuits. The 2014 Outstanding 
Cadet Squadron of the year is the Loose 
Hawgs of CS-34.



     The Footprints
Basic cadets get the once over 
from the upperclass cadre in this 
infamous location at the Base of 
the Ramp.

     Form 0-96
Form used at Mitchell Hall to report on the 
quality of food and service. It serves as a training 
aide to teach fourth-classmen how to properly 
fill out an Air Force form. The standard ratings 
are soon memorized by all cadets: “Fast, Neat, 
Average, Friendly, Good, Good.”

     Class Exemplar
The Class of 2000 chose General Jimmy Doolittle as 
the first Class Exemplar through this program that 
provides an honorary leader who serves as a role model 
for cadets as they face the challenges of Academy life. 

     Pugil Stick
The bludgeoning device used by basic cadets in hand-
to-hand fighting to determine who is the biggest and 
baddest of all.

     Cathedral Rock
Hell Week culminates when doolies run to this famous 
rock in Jacks Valley.

      A-Jacket
Universally considered a sharp 
piece of the cadet uniform kit. 
Until recent years, there was 
no equivalent active duty Air 
Force uniform jacket, except 
for General Officers.
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     Cadet Sabre 
Carried by First Class Cadets in 
command positions within the Cadet 
Wing and used with great skill by the 
Cadet Sabre Drill Team.

    Gray Leather Gloves (GLGs)
Like the overcoat, not as warm as they look.

    Predator Drone 
This MQ-1B Predator Drone has resided in Mitchell 
Hall since June 2011. The aircraft was accepted by the 
Air Force in July 1997 and saw active operational service 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Its final flight occurred in June 
2003, having flown a total of 2033.7 hours. The Predator 
in its current configuration carries two high-density foam 
replicas of the AGM-114 hellfire missile, mounted on 
pylons under each wing.

Overcoat
Known less than affectionately 
as the “horse blanket,” the 
overcoat is heavy and not as 
warm as it looks.

    The Falcon
Members of the Class of l959, the first to enter 
the Academy, chose the falcon as the mascot of the 
Cadet Wing on Sept. 25, l955. Cadets cited the 
bird’s speed, powerful and graceful flight, courage, 
keen eyesight, alertness, regal carriage, and historic 
connections with nobility. Any species of falcon 
can serve as an Academy mascot.

      Birth Control Glasses (BCGs)
Functional and durable, but (as the nickname 
implies) offputtingly unattractive.

    Class Colored Blanket
Also known as a blue magnet, these 
blankets have changed at various 
times throughout the years, from 
being entirely blue with class colored 
trims, to being solid class colors.



     Your Class Ring
Until graduation, each class will wear the ring with 
the class crest facing inward, closest to their hearts. 
After graduation, the ring is turned outward so 
that the Academy Crest is indicative of the person’s 
commitment to the officer corps and to the Air Force 
as a Service. This is a unique tradition in which all 
graduates participate.

    Protestant Chapel Organ
This classical pipe organ was designed by Walter 
Holtkamp of the Holtkamp Organ Company and built 
by the M.P Moller Company. The organ has 83 ranks 
and 67 stops controlling 4,334 pipes. The largest pipe is 
32 feet high and the smallest is the size of a pencil.

     Contrails
This cadet handbook was developed before the 
first class entered in July 1955. fourth-classmen 
must read and memorize this book of knowledge. 
Recitation often occurs during participation in 
demanding physical activities. Today, a new cadet 
class is presented its Contrails during the Integration 
ceremony by the “legacy class” 50 years ahead of it.  

      Wings of Blue Parachute
This elite parachute team celebrated its 
50th anniversary in May 2014.

     The Blue Eyes Project and 
Integration of Women Manual
Operations manuals used by 
Academy staff to help prepare 
for the integration of women 
in June 1976. 

     The Life of Alexander the Great
The oldest book in the library. 
Dated from 1489, it is part of the 
Clark Special Collections Branch’s 
extraordinary Gimbel Collection of 
Aeronautical History.



     Harmon Memorial
In 2009, the Class of 1959 dedicated 
this impressive tribute to the Academy’s 
founding father, Lt. Gen. Hubert R. 
Harmon. Standing between Harmon 
Hall and the Cadet Chapel, the area was 
designed for contemplation.

     Class Wall
The Class Wall includes the crests of every 
class. The center position of the Class 
Wall is occupied by the crest of the next 
graduating class.

     F-4D Phantom II
The only aircraft tail number since the 
Korean War credited with six MiG kills. 
Steve Ritchie ’64 made his first and fifth 
kills in this aircraft.

      Colorado Springs Newspaper
The June 24th, 1954 edition 
of The Free Press heralds 
Colorado Springs as the 
winner of the permanent 
location for the Air Force 
Academy. The Springs beat 
out two other prospective 
sites: Alton, Illinois and Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin.

     FalconSAT
Built, tested and flown by cadets, FalconSAT 
is the Academy’s real-world venture into 
space. Several iterations of these satellites 
have been launched into earth orbit, where 
they are maintained and operated by cadets 
in the Astronautics program.

      Zenith (PC clone)
This computer was issued to the Classes of 
1990 and 1991 at a cost of $1,264 per unit. 
It came equipped with 512K of memory, 
no hard drive and DOS 3.1 operating 
system. It is on display on the sixth floor of 
Fairchild Hall.

      100 Year Honor Roll
Each year the name of the cadet finishing at 
the head of the class in academics has his or 
her name added to this plaque. 



     Class of 1963 Cups
Located in Arnold Hall, this display features 
500 sterling silver cups (499 graduates and JFK) 
engraved with each graduate’s initials. As classmates 
have passed, their cups are turned over in a solemn 
ceremony of remembrance

     Southeast Asia Memorial Pavilion
Resting on the edge of a mesa on the north 
end of the Heritage Trail, the Southeast Asia 
Memorial Pavilion stands as a reminder 
that the Long Blue Line lives to protect the 
nation, to stand against tyranny, and to ensure 
freedom. The Memorial features an interactive 
display, plaques marked with the names of 
graduates killed in Southeast Asia, and a 
bronze map of the Ho Chi Minh Trail.

     Graduate Memorial Wall
The Memorial Wall contains the names of all 
graduates who have been killed as a result of 
hostile action during a state of military conflict.

     Pavers at Doolittle Hall
Each May and September commemorative 
bricks are installed at Doolittle Hall’s 
Paver Park, providing a unique and lasting 
way to honor the life and achievements 
of someone special while furthering the 
heritage and traditions of the Academy. 
Pavers maintained by the Classes and 
marked with a Polaris star indicate the 
person named is deceased.

     Dedication Ceremony Ribbon 
This ribbon was cut during the Air Force 
Academy dedication ceremony held at 
Lowry Air Force Base on July, 11, 1955.

      Class of 1959 Graduation Packet
This packet contains 
parking passes and a 
program that were given 
to attendees of the first 
commencement ceremony. 
It continues to be the only 
commencement ever held 
indoors (at Arnold Hall).

     General A.P. Clark’s Stalag Luft III I.D
The former Superintendent was one of the first American 
Airmen shot down during World War II. This is the 
German I.D. card Clark was issued at Stalag Luft III. The 
camp became famous for its inmates’ escape attempts and 
for the tunnels they dug. Both were depicted in the movie 
The Great Escape.



POW/MIA Bracelets
This bracelet bearing the name of 1st Lt. Arthur Hardy ’70 was 
donated to the AOG in 2012. POW/MIA bracelets were worn 
during the Vietnam conflict to keep service members in the 
thoughts and prayers of the nation. Sadly, 1st Lt. Hardy was killed 
in action. His remains were repatriated in 1983.

     Trisonic Wind Tunnel
The facility is used for testing in subsonic, transonic and 
supersonic regimes, up to a maximum Mach number of 4.3 
(4.3 times the speed of sound). Located in the aeronautics 
lab, this wind tunnel is part of the original infrastructure of 
USAFA, and has been operational since the early 1960’s.

     AFA Solar Array 
A total of 18,888 solar panels were installed along 41 acres on 
the Academy's southeast corner. The array began operation as 
part of a renewable energy effort on July 1, 2011.

     Warrior Games Racing Wheelchair
Wounded, ill and injured service members from all branches 
of the military compete in Colorado Springs at the annual 
Warrior Games. Academy graduates have both participated 
in the event and coached athletes. One of the more popular 
races takes place on these high tech, carbon fiber wheelchairs 
designed for speed and efficiency.

      The First Class Painting
Artist Rick Broome’s “Dawn Patrol 
Solo” was commissioned by the 
Class of 1974 to be the first USAFA 
class painting. It is currently on 
display on the second floor of 
Doolittle Hall.

     History of Colorado Springs Mural at 
Arnold Hall
This 10 by 20-foot mural on the southwest 
wall of the Arnold Hall Ballroom 
commemorates America’s bicentennial and 
Colorado’s centennial. The painting by 
Paul Baker also celebrates the Academy’s 
geographic location.

      10th Air Base Wing Flagpole
This flagpole was originally located at 
Lowry Air Force Base when the Academy 
called the Denver base home. It was 
subsequently relocated to the Air Force 
Academy in front of the 10th Air Base 
Wing Headquarters.
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Philanthropy is a practice as old as humankind, and its impact 
in the higher education sector is long-standing. In the United 
States, philanthropic action on behalf of a higher education 
institution is first recorded in the late 1600s, when three 
clergymen in Massachusetts raised 500 pounds for Harvard 
College, Yale College, and the College of William and Mary. 

Since their inceptions, nearly every institution of higher education has 
sought donations to expand the scope of their impact on young students. 
The United States Air Force Academy is no exception.

The early years
On 14 July 1954, The Air Force Academy in Colorado Foundation, Inc. 
was established in Colorado Springs. Its incorporation documents stated 
its purpose as to: “assist and contribute to the establishment, maintenance, 
growth and development of the United States Air Force Academy in the State 
of Colorado, and to that end to raise and receive funds to be donated to the 
Department of the Air Force for the benefit of said Academy or, in the discre-
tion of the directors of the corporation, to be used by the corporation for the 
acquisition of land, or the acquisition, construction or maintenance of needed 

facilities and improvements to be donated to, or held and used for the exclusive 
benefit of said Air [Force] Academy as an education institution … ”

The Foundation immediately went to work and, by December 1954, 
had received nearly $120,000 in cash and pledges and another $45,000 
in goods and services. This success was achieved prior to any comprehen-
sive fundraising campaign, though the Foundation was ready to tackle a 
national effort. Said Chairman Russell D. Law to his board in 1954, “the 
responsibility for raising additional funds has not been lifted from our 
shoulders. The current thinking is that we would better serve the Acad-
emy by devoting our energy to organizing a national campaign, resulting 
in obtaining funds for a stadium or other purposes … ”

In 1957, the Foundation published a brochure entitled Facts, which restated 
objectives of the Foundation and a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Air 
Force endorsing the objectives of the Foundation. Facts stated that the major 
items sought by the Academy were a museum ($3,500,000), a golf course and 
clubhouse ($500,000), an Air Force memorial chapel ($250,000), and a recre-
ational area to be located in the Rampart Range Mountains near the Academy 
($150,000). The Foundation also listed such desired items as ecclesiastical 
furnishings for the Cadet Chapel, a silver service for the Cadet Social Center, 

Philanthropy at the 
Air Force Academy: 
A History of Giving

WriTTen by Jennifer baTeman, 
Usafa endoWmenT 

Vice PresidenT for deVeloPmenT

Phi.lan.thro.py 
noun 

1. altruistic concern for human welfare and advancement, usually manifested by donations of money, 
property, or work to needy persons, by endowment of institutions of learning and hospitals, and by generosity 

to other socially useful purposes.
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murals, paintings, artwork, memorials, and landscaping to decorate buildings 
and grounds.

Spring of 1957 marked the first effort by the Foundation to fundraise 
for a specific project: Eisenhower Golf Course. In a report to Lt. Gen. 
Emmett O’Donnell, Jr. DCS/P, USAF, in March 1958, Col. William 
Taylor, Lt. Gen. Harmon’s Assistant Chief of Staff, shared that only 
$25,000 remained to be raised to complete the first 18 holes. The money 
was to be raised in a special fundraising campaign: in exchange for life-
time playing privileges on the course, 100 selected individuals would be 
asked to contribute at least $2,500 each to the Foundation. The campaign 
was successful in generating the necessary sum of $25,000 from “The 100 
Club.” By June 1958, donated monies secured through the work of the 
Foundation and a donation of work by the Jardine Construction Com-
pany enabled the contract to be completed. The irrigation system costing 
$105,000 was provided by appropriated funds, marking the first example 
of donors and the Air Force entering a public-private funding partnership 
for the benefit of the Academy. 

Also in the 1957-58 timeframe, the Foundation was approached regard-
ing its interest in securing a tract of land for the recreational needs of 
the cadets and staff of the Academy. The tract of land was in the Carroll 
Lakes area, located approximately four miles from the Academy’s western 
boundary in the Rampart Range Mountains. The Academy and the Foun-
dation affirmed their interest, and arrangements were made with Mrs. 
William S. Farish, the widow of a prominent oil businessman in Texas, to 
purchase the property and donate it as a memorial to her son, 1st Lieuten-
ant William S. Farish, Jr. Lt. Farish had been killed in a flying accident 
in World War II. The Foundation completed the purchase of the Carroll 
Lakes area, plus an additional 60 acres, and donated the entire area to 
the Air Force. On 1 June 1959, the Secretary of the Air Force accepted 
the proffered gift. On 28 August 1959, the Farish Memorial Recreational 
Area was formally dedicated, marking the first occasion in Academy his-
tory for which a portion of the Academy was named in recognition of a 
donor. Mrs. Farish donated $60,000, and the father-in-law of Lt. Farish 
donated another $10,000 toward the total asking price of $105,000, while 
the remaining $45,000 was assumed by the Air Force in the form of a 
mortgage. This project marked the second example of donors and the Air 
Force entering a public-private funding partnership for the benefit of the 

Academy. Subsequent gifts and land purchases occurred at Farish Memo-
rial Recreational Area in 1963, 1967, and 1969.

Meanwhile, the Foundation’s focus was shifting to the need for a foot-
ball stadium at the Academy. As early as June 1957, Mr. Law, Chairman 
of the Board of the Foundation, wrote to General Thomas D. White, 
Chief of Staff, USAF, stating: “As the Foundation in the next few weeks 
will embark on a nationwide fundraising campaign, it is deemed only 
proper that all Air Force personnel should be invited to financially partici-
pate in this worthwhile Air Force project. It is believed that the fundrais-
ing activity within the Air Force would achieve a much greater response 
if the effort could be channeled toward one specific building or facility, 
rather than toward a subscription to the General fund of the Foundation.” 

General James E. Briggs, the Academy’s second Superintendent, 
endorsed this letter to the Chief of Staff, recommending that the Chief 
approve the Foundation’s request for the Air Force to conduct a com-
mand-wide fundraising campaign to raise money for the construction of a 
specific facility at the Academy. 

General White replied, in part, “It appears that the proposed solicita-
tion will be a matter of internal concern to the Air Force and can legiti-
mately be conducted as an internal welfare objective, but it must not 
conflict with the Federal policy and program or cause criticism of the Air 
Force … with a decorum consistent with that relationship-devoid of pres-
sure or coercion; and in such manner as to create desire on the part of the 
individual officer to be personally identified with and actively participate 
in the establishment of environs of tradition at the Academy.”

The proposed strategy took on a life of its own when, in August 1958, 
Tech. Sgt. Walter C. Johnson proposed to the commander of the 7625th 
Operations Squadron that a comprehensive campaign program be initi-
ated within the Air Force to solicit donations for a football stadium. He 
believed if everyone in the Air Force contributed one dollar, the Founda-
tion would realize $750,000 toward the stadium project. The suggestion 
was believed to have considerable merit and was forwarded through Acad-
emy channels to Col. George Simler, Director of Athletics. Col. Simler 
approved the recommendation and suggested that it be forwarded to HQ 
USAF for consideration. 

The proposal was met with a favorable reception in Washington, D.C. 
In a letter to the Air Force Chief of Staff, the Secretary of the Air Force, 
James M. Douglas, stated:

“The Air Force Academy Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization 
has provided the Air Force Academy with several facilities, the construc-
tion of which is not authorized with appropriated funds. This organiza-
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tion has proposed to raise funds to build a Stadium on the Academy site, 
which they will donate to the Air Force Academy. This project has my 
sanction and I enthusiastically support the Foundation’s activities. 

“Shortly, a fund-raising drive will begin within the Air Force. It is my 
desire that you inform all major commanders and solicit the voluntary 
support from personnel on active duty, in the inactive reserve, retired 
military personnel, as well as civilian employees of the Air Force.

“It is my hope that the members of the Air Force will avail themselves 
of this opportunity to support our Air Force Academy.” 

Accordingly, a campaign plan was assembled. Titled Your Falcons Need a 
Nest, the campaign was described as a means to bridge the gap of tradi-
tion and tie a closer bond between Air Force people everywhere and the 
Air Force Academy. Official Air Force communications characterized the 
campaign as a strategy to inculcate within the Air Force the sentiment 
that the Academy and the Falcons belong to the Air Force as a whole and 
not just to the graduates and undergraduates of the Academy. The Your 
Falcons Need a Nest campaign ran for one month—15 April to 15 May 
1960—and aimed to raise $1 million for the stadium project. 

The Chief of Staff of the Air Force sent a memorandum to all major com-
manders in which he stated, “In keeping with the enclosed memorandum from 
the Secretary of the Air Force, the month of September is being designated 
‘Falcon Month’ throughout the Air Force. You are requested to lend fullest sup-
port to a fund-raising drive sponsored by the Air Force Academy Foundation, 
Inc. in their endeavor to raise approximately $3,500,000 for construction of a 
stadium on the Air Force Academy site.

“We have watched with pride the growth of our Academy. It became 
an accredited college before the first graduation; the first class produced a 
Rhodes Scholar and an All American. Our Falcon team had an undefeated 
season and gave a spectacular performance in the Cotton Bowl classic 
last year. Achievements of this stature demand recognition; we in the Air 
Force can keep this spirit alive by making the Academy second to none. It 
is incumbent upon the Air Force family to support the Foundation’s drive 
to provide a stadium to round out the facilities needed to attract the type 
of young men we seek.”

The Your Falcons Need a Nest campaign was successful, and the many 
donors from the Air Force’s voluntary, in-service drive were recognized 
with seat plates at the stadium. Meanwhile, the Foundation needed to 
continue its fundraising efforts to secure the remaining $2.5 million in 
required construction costs. To that end, the Foundation organized a 
national fundraising campaign chaired by Mr. C. H. Smith, President of 
American Airlines, Inc. Mr. Smith and his committee spearheaded the 
public phase of fundraising and approached individuals and corporations 
to invest in the project. The Foundation achieved its goal of raising $3.5 
million for a 40,000 seat stadium, which opened for business with the 
1962 football season. This project marked the third example of donors 
and the Air Force entering a public-private funding partnership for the 
benefit of the Academy. 

Concurrent to the completion of the football stadium, the Academy 
was working with Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill on the construction of 
the Cadet Chapel. It was planned for the liturgical furnishings and special 
adornments to be donated by individuals and organizations, thereby both 
reducing the cost of the Chapel to the government and navigating the 
issue of using public funds for sectarian purposes. The Chapel marked 
the fourth example of donors and the Air Force entering a public-private 
funding partnership for the benefit of the Academy. 

The middle years
Since the inception of the Air Force Academy Foundation, plans were in 
the works to build a visitor center at the Academy. In 1967, the Foundation 
formed a wholly-owned subsidiary, the Civil Military Institute (CMI), to focus 
on fundraising for a visitor center. The building was slated to comprise an audi-
torium, seminar rooms, a restaurant, a gift shop, display spaces, office spaces, 
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and hotel rooms. The CMI moved forward on fundraising initiatives but, in 
the mid-1970s, met resistance to the use of donations from defense contracting 
companies. Having never raised sufficient funds for the visitor center, the CMI 
suspended its efforts and dissolved in 1981. 

Following, the Academy made three more attempts to secure funding for 
a visitor center through appropriated, non-appropriated, and a combination 
of the two funding channels. Academy officials noted that by this time, more 
than one million visitors annually visited the Academy. Yet, only a quarter 
of visitors journeyed to the existing visitor center, located at that time at the 
South Gate away from the Cadet Area. Each of these attempts failed, as did an 
attempt to finance the project through long-term bonds. 

Despite these setbacks, the Air Force Academy Foundation was unwill-
ing to relinquish its hope of delivering a modern visitor center to the 
Academy. Again, in 1985, the Foundation embarked on a fundraising 
initiative. The project had a total price tag of $3.8 million, of which 
$2.3 million was raised and gifted to the Air Force by the Foundation. 
The remaining $1.5 million was loaned to the Academy by the Air Force 
Welfare Board and repaid by profits from the gift shop and restaurant. 
The Barry Goldwater Air Force Academy Visitor Center, named for 
longtime proponent of the Academy, Barry Goldwater, was dedicated in 
1986. The Visitor Center marked the fifth example of donors and the Air 
Force entering a public-private funding partnership for the benefit of the 
Academy. 

The modern era
The Academy’s modern era boasts the construction of several new facilities 
on the Academy’s installation. Two of the three buildings most recently 
built were completed with 100 percent of funding coming from private 
financing sources. These new facilities are visible examples of the impact 
of philanthropy at the Academy.

In May 2007, the Association of Graduates dedicated a Memorial 
Pavilion at the Academy’s cemetery. The Pavilion filled a void at the 
Academy cemetery by offering a place, safe from the harsh elements of 
Colorado winters, for families to hold services in an appropriate and dig-
nified setting. The project, with a final price tag of $4.7 million, was 100 
percent funded by donors, and at the time, represented the largest gift in 
history to the Academy. Since 1982, the Memorial Pavilion had been on 
the Academy’s list of requests for appropriated funding. Each year, the 
request went unfilled. In 2003, under the auspices of the comprehensive 
campaign, Building Leaders of Character for the Nation, and with a lead 
gift from Ted ’67 and Tricia Legasey, the Association of Graduates was 
successful in securing the necessary monies for the new facility. At the 
dedication ceremony, Lt. Gen. (Ret.) John Regni ’73, the Academy’s 17th 
Superintendent, stated, “While this beautiful Memorial Pavilion illus-

trates the power of philanthropy, more importantly, it represents a visible 
monument to the love and affection graduates have for their alma mater. 
Thank you to the many donors and classes who have made this building a 
reality.”

Fundraising efforts reorganized under the auspices of the USAFA 
Endowment, Inc. in 2007. By July 2011, the Endowment had raised 
enough donor contributions for its first hallmark project to host a dedi-
cation and ribbon cutting ceremony for the Holaday Athletic Center, 
affectionately known as the HAC. With a price tag of $15.5 million, the 
HAC represented—and still does—the largest privately funded capital 
project in the Academy’s history. At 94,000 square feet, the HAC easily 
houses a regulation-sized field to accommodate lacrosse, soccer, football, 
and other cadet activities. The HAC enables the Academy to support the 
intensive year-round athletic training and competition schedules for the 
Academy’s 27 intercollegiate sports, 14 intramural sports, and numerous 
physical education classes.

The HAC was made possible by a generous lead gift of $5 million from Bart 
’65 and Lynn Holaday; their gift is the largest from a graduate to the Academy 
in its history. A similar commitment was made from the estate of Colonel 
Joseph and Dorothy Moller, longstanding supporters of the Academy. 

On the occasion of the HAC’s dedication, the Academy’s 18th Superin-
tendent Lt. Gen. (Ret.) Mike Gould ’76 spoke, “We are thrilled to receive 
such an unprecedented gift and appreciate Bart and Lynn Holaday’s 
generous and thoughtful support of our Academy. This facility is the first, 
of what we’re hopeful will be many, 100% donor-funded major infrastruc-
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ture enhancements at the Academy. The Holaday Athletic Center will be a 
part of our cadets’ daily lives. Every time they see this landmark, they will 
know that it was built specifically for them by the dedicated graduates and 
friends of the Air Force Academy.” 

In 2013, the USAFA Endowment completed fundraising efforts for the 
new Center for Character and Leadership Development (CCLD). The 
CCLD will serve as the focal point for the total integration of character 
and leadership development into all aspects of the Academy cadet experi-
ence. It will house the Scholarship Division, Character and Leadership 
Education Division, Honor Division and Capstone Events Division in 
a single facility for the first time in the institution’s history, promoting 
unprecedented levels of cooperation and achievement. The building’s 
prominent feature will be a skylight that projects from the roof of the 
building at a 39-degree angle, pointing toward Polaris as reminder of the 
Center’s roots in the Academy’s unchanging core values: integrity first, 
service before self, and excellence in all we do.

The project represents the sixth example of donors and the Air Force 
entering a public-private funding partnership for the benefit of the Acad-
emy. The Air Force committed $27.5 million in military construction 
funding to the project. Working with the USAFA Endowment, donors 
contributed another $17.5 million to build the iconic glass skylight and 
many of the internal furnishings and technologies. 

looking forWard, giVing back
Since the inception of higher education in the United States, philanthropy 

has been a part of the funding model and has made a tremendous differ-
ence for colleges and universities. The Air Force Academy is no excep-
tion. Since the Academy’s first days, the generosity of donors has literally 
transformed its landscape. There is a long history of donors and the Air 
Force working together for the betterment of the Academy. And what has 
always been the funding model for the Academy will continue to be the 
way of the future. Today and tomorrow, the impact of philanthropy will 
continue to be felt in the Academy’s physical structures that are built or 
renovated and in the creation of endowments to fund cadet programs. At 
the USAFA Endowment, we invite you to be an important member of the 
public-private partnership by making a gift today.  

C To make a gift to the Academy, please 
visit www.usafa.org/give.
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The Legacy, the Legend, the Mountain...

ingredients

•	 Vanilla ice cream: three gallon container 
•	 Chocolate ice cream: one gallon container 
•	 Strawberry ice cream: half gallon container 
•	 Four ounces chopped peanuts
•	 10 inch yellow cake, un-iced
•	 1.5 tablespoons of whole Maraschino cherries
•	 Whipped topping in spray canister

Mitch’s Mountain

What graduate of the Air Force Academy could possibly forget the legendary tower of ice cream which showed up on the tables of Mitchell Hall 
during special occasions? Had a broiling summer day of marching drills on the Terrazzo? Mitch’s Mountain is here to cool you down with its 
holy trinity of creamy chocolate, vanilla and strawberry. Got battered and bruised by your latest astrophysics exam? The Mountain will melt away 
your test stress and make you forget, just for a moment, that the Academy is the toughest environment you’ve ever set foot upon. Yes, for those 
few finite moments, all the rigors of military college simply fade away as you dig your spoon into that heavenly tower of delight. For the 60th 
Anniversary, we thought it fitting to release the long-held secret of Mitchell Hall’s most legendary dessert...

directions

1. Place the 10 inch cake on a large plate.
2. Build an ice-cream pyramid on top of the cake in a circular pattern.
3. Place nine scoops of vanilla on the bottom.
4. Place six scoops of chocolate on top of the vanilla.
5. Top with four scoops of strawberry.
6. Lace with six lines of whipped topping.
7. Place four Maraschino cherries atop the strawberry ice-cream.
8. Sprinkle liberally with peanuts.
9. Place in freezer overnight.
10. Remove from freezer one hour prior to serving.
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By Lt. CoL. (Ret.) SteVen A. SiMon ’77
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More than 46,000 men and women have com-
pleted the Academy’s grueling four-year course 
of instruction and gone on to serve the United 
States. Individually and as a group, graduates 
make a compelling argument for the national 
value of the Academy. The Academy was char-
tered first and foremost to produce active duty 
military leaders, on and off the battlefield. 
In this regard, the Academy has succeeded 
magnificently, but grads have also made their 
marks in civilian service, space, sports, and 
almost every other aspect of American society. 
At the unavoidable risk of missing deserving 
individuals, this article highlights some of our 
most noteworthy graduates.

Any discussion of this topic must start at the 
beginning. The first group of Academy gradu-
ates, the esteemed Class of 1959, set a phe-
nomenal standard for later classes to emulate.

lieutenant general bradley hosmer was 
number one in graduation order of merit 
and was the first Academy graduate to earn 
a Rhodes Scholarship. (Thirty-seven cadets 
have been so honored, most recently Zachary 
crippen ’12). General Hosmer’s accomplish-
ments did not end at Oxford, as three decades 
later he earned the distinction of being the 
first graduate Superintendent. To acknowledge 
his stellar service, he was awarded the 2003 
Distinguished Graduate Award.

The Distinguished Graduate Award was first 
conferred in 2002 and is usually presented to 

By Lt. CoL. (Ret.) SteVen A. SiMon ’77

two graduates each year. It is a unique honor 
bestowed by the U.S. Air Force Academy and 
its Association of Graduates, recognizing those 
graduates whose accomplishments are inspira-
tional and elevate the reputation and the stand-
ing of the U.S. Air Force Academy. Twenty-six 
of the Academy’s most illustrious graduates 
have been so honored. Most recently, mr. bart 
holaday ’65 and general bill looney ’72, 
received the award at the 60th anniversary 
Founders Day Dinner in April 2014.

general robert oaks, 2002 Distinguished 
Graduate Award winner, is another celebrated 
’59er. He culminated his Air Force career as 
Commander in Chief of U.S. Air Forces in 
Europe and served as Commander, Allied 
Forces Central Europe.

general hansford Johnson ’59 was the 
first Academy graduate promoted to four-star 
General (harold Todd, his classmate, was 
the first grad to make brigadier and major 
general). General Johnson flew 423 combat 
missions during the Vietnam War, and later 
served as Commander in Chief of the United 
States Transportation Command and the Air 
Force’s Military Airlift Command.

Other members of the Class of ’59 have 
excelled as well. colonel karol bobko was 
the first graduate to enter the space program. 
He commanded the Space Shuttle Chal-
lenger in April 1983 and is the only astronaut 
to have flown on the maiden voyage of two 

Space Shuttle orbiters. general michael 
carns served as Air Force Vice Chief of Staff, 
and lieutenant general robert beckel, the 
only person to serve as Cadet Wing Com-
mander twice, in 1981 was also the first grad-
uate to assume a senior leadership position at 
the Academy (Commandant of Cadets).

Following classes have upheld the standard 
of excellence set by the Class of ‘59. The Air 
Force has benefited greatly from the superior 
leadership provided by Academy graduates. 
Class of ’63 graduate general ronald fogle-
man was the first Academy graduate to serve 
as Air Force Chief of Staff. After flying 315 
combat missions, he rose to be Commander 
in Chief of the US Transportation Command 
before being tapped as Chief of Staff. He 
was the first military recipient of the Distin-
guished Graduate Award. Another of General 
Fogleman’s many distinctions is that he was 
the first Academy graduate to deliver the com-
mencement address, which he did in 1996.

Three other Academy graduates have served 
as Chief of Staff: general michael ryan ’65; 
general norton schwartz ’73; and the cur-
rent Chief, general mark Welsh’76.

In 1983, the Academy welcomed its first 
Academy graduate Dean of the Faculty in 
the person of brigadier general ervin 
rokke ’62. Rokke had also been the first Air 
Force Academy graduate to be appointed a 
permanent professor.  w
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In the past decade, female Academy gradu-
ates have taken their place in the General 
Officer ranks as leaders of character. In 2004, 
Janet Therianos, a member of the Academy’s 
first class with women, the Class of ’80, was 
nominated for promotion to the grade of 
brigadier general, making her the first female 
Air Force Academy graduate selected for 
promotion to flag officer rank. Also in 2004, 
brigadier general dana born ’83 became 
the first female Air Force Academy graduate 
to serve as Dean of the Faculty. A year later, 
brigadier general susan desjardins ’80, 
joined the Academy leadership team as the 
first female Air Force Academy graduate to 
take on the role of Commandant of Cadets. 
Finally, in August 2013, lieutenant gen-
eral michelle Johnson ’81, completed the 
USAFA leadership trifecta, taking over as the 
first female Academy graduate to serve as Air 
Force Academy Superintendent.

general Janet Wolfenbarger ’80 also holds a 
very distinct position in Air Force and Air Force 
Academy history. On June 5, 2012, she became 
the Air Force and the Air Force Academy’s first 
female four-star general, as she assumed com-
mand of Air Force Materiel Command.

Approximately 630 Academy graduates 
have earned at least brigadier general stars. 
This list is long and distinguished, and is 
certain to grow much larger as Academy 
graduates continue to excel.

The Vietnam War provided ample opportu-
nity for graduates to demonstrate the discipline 
and heroism forged during their Academy 
matriculation. Thousands served honorably in 
the war, including more than 140 who died 
there and 33 who suffered as prisoners of war. 

Each has a compelling story, but space con-
straints preclude telling all but a few.

captain lance sijan ’65, is the most famous 
of the Academy war heroes. On November 9, 
1967, he was forced to eject behind enemy lines 
after his F-4 was disabled and his crewmember 
was killed. Despite a skull fracture, a broken 
hand and a compound fracture of his left leg, he 
managed to evade for 45 days after rescue efforts 
were unsuccessful. Shortly after his capture, 
despite his greatly weakened condition, he 
overpowered his guard and escaped again, albeit 
briefly. In captivity, he endured horrific treat-
ment and brutal torture, never losing his resolve 
to escape and return to the fight. On January 22, 
1968, he died from his injuries and mistreat-
ment. Upon his own eventual release in 1973, 
cellmate guy gruters ’64, told Sijan’s story. 
Sijan’s conduct merited the Medal of Honor, 
which President Lyndon B. Johnson presented 
to Sijan’s parents on March 4, 1976. In May of 
that year, the Air Force Academy honored Sijan, 
the only Academy graduate to earn the Medal of 
Honor, by naming the newer of its two dormito-
ries after him. He is the only grad memorialized 
with an Academy building.

Sijan is by no means the only Vietnam War 
hero. captain Valmore borque ’60, was the 
first graduate to die in combat. The first gradu-
ate to down a MiG was then-Captain robert 
e. blake ’59. first lieutenant karl W. richter 
’64 was the youngest pilot to down a MiG in 
combat. On his 198th combat mission, he was 
shot down and killed. Then-Captain richard 
s. ritchie, also Class of ’64, was the Air Force’s 
only pilot ace of the war. Then-Captain Jeffrey 
feinstein ’68, a Weapon Systems Officer in the 
F-4 Phantom II, also became an ace in 1972.

Graduates continue to serve—and make the 
ultimate sacrifice. Five grads were killed in action 
and four were held prisoner of war in Operation 
Desert Shield/Desert Storm.

Two graduates, leroy homer ’87, and 
charles Jones ’74 were killed in the September 
11, 2001, attack. The ensuing struggle has taken 
the lives of several Academy graduates, most 
recently captain david lyon ’08, who died 
in December 2013 in Afghanistan as the result 
of injuries he sustained from an Improvised 
Explosive Device (IED). In 2009, first lieuten-
ant roslyn schulte ’06, became the first female 
graduate killed in action, also the result of an 
IED in Afghanistan.

Fortunately, not all the heroism resulted 
in the loss of life. In 2003, captain kim n. 
campbell ’97, recovered her damaged A-10 
after it was struck by a surface-to-air mis-
sile. Despite losing hydraulics and sustaining 
heavy damage and the partial loss of her air-

DistinguisheD graDuate 
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2001

gen. ronAld foglemAn ‘63

mr. hArry J. peArce ‘64

2002

dr. pAul g. kAminski ‘64

gen. roBert c. oAks ‘59

2003

lt. gen. BrAdley c. hosmer ‘59

mr. richArd t. schlosBerg ‘65

2004

col. frederick gregory ‘64 

gen. ronAld w. yAtes ‘60

2005

gen. h.t. Johnson ‘59

gen. michAel e. ryAn ‘65

2006

lt. gen. roBert d. Beckel ‘59

mAJ. gen. edwArd J. mechenBier ‘64

2007

lieutenAnt generAl ervin rokke ‘62

mr. gregg popovich ‘70

2008

mAJ. gen. donAld shepperd ‘62

mr. John mArtinson ‘70

2009

gen. John michAel loh ‘60

honorABle heAther A. wilson ‘82

2010

mr. mAx f. JAmes ‘64

generAl rAlph e.eBerhArt ‘68

2011

BrigAdier generAl ruBen A. cuBero ‘61

mr. richArd d. mcconn ‘66

2012

lt. gen. mArcus A. Anderson ‘61

mr. edwArd e. legAsey ‘67

2013

mr. A. BArt holAdAy ‘65

gen. williAm r. looney iii ‘72
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1959
capt. davis, william sheldon iii
col. derrickson, thomas gardner ii
capt. .halbower, harlow kenneth
capt. oberdier, lyn douglas

1960
capt. Bourque, valmore william
maj. .davis, robert charles
capt. hyde, michael lewis
capt. mills, James dale
maj. morton, James edward Jr.
maj. waters, samuel edwin Jr.
maj. waugh, grant reed

1961
maj. Apodaca, victor Joe Jr.
capt. Bull, robert george Jr.
capt. dixon, lee chris
lt. col. koonce, terry treloar
capt. moorberg, monte larue
maj. morgan, Burke henderson
1st lt. sanders, thomas Andrew
capt. stackhouse, John ernest
capt. walker, thomas tyler

1962
capt. Baker, samuel James
capt. Brinkman, James martin iii
maj. Brucher, John martin
1st lt. carn, robert marion Jr.
maj. carroll, John leonard
capt. franco, charles stephen
1st lt. griffey, terrence hastings
Capt. Griffin, Charles Farrell
1st lt. hauschildt, John charles
capt. hornaday, ralph Jefferson Jr.
capt. martin, harreld pirtie
capt. moore, charles larry
1st lt. watson, donald david
maj. wilson, gordon scott

1963
1st lt. Adams, lee Aaron
capt. Bunker, park george
Capt. Butterfield, Douglas Holman
maj. clark, thomas edward
maj. gilchrist, robert michael
1st lt. goodman, James donald
capt. hathaway, John hooper v
capt. hemmel, clarence Joseph
1st lt. knudsen, harold eugene Jr.
maj. mitchell, thomas Barry
capt. newberry, wayne ellsworth
capt. pirruccello, Joseph samuel Jr.
maj. ralston, frank delzell iii
capt. rex, robert f
1st lt. skoro, John peter Jr.
capt. thomas, leo tarlton Jr.
1st lt. wax, david J.
maj. wynne, patrick edward

1964
maj. Alfred, gerald oak Jr.
lt. col. Jefferson, James milton
1st lt. krogman, Alva ray
maj. lodge, robert Alfred
capt. midnight, francis Barnes
capt. moore, larry Albert
1st lt. pazdan, dennis sigmund
capt. reeves, robert linton
1st lt. richter, karl wendell
maj. rickel, david J.
capt. risher, david horace
capt. salzarulo, raymond paul Jr.
1st lt. spangler, James nelson
capt. trent, Alan robert
maj. white, James Blair
mr. williams, david Beryl
capt. (usmc) francis l. Zavacki

1965
capt. Adams, stanley lee
2lt Bonnell, george harrison iii
capt. callies, tommy leon
maj. crew, James Alan
capt. daffron, thomas carl
capt. davenport, robert dean
capt. hackett, harley Benjamin iii
maj. hesford, peter dean
lt. col. hopper, earl pearson Jr.
1st lt. Johnson, theodore wesley
capt. keller, george richard
capt. lucki, Albin earl
capt. melnick, steven Bernard
capt. newendorp, James vernon
capt. raymond, paul darwin
capt. sijan, lance peter
capt. smith, victor Arlon
capt. warren, gray dawson
capt. wood, James watson

1966
capt. Brunner, gary edward
capt. Bush, John robert
capt. cheeseman, Alan Browne
capt. crist, kenneth roy
capt. estrada, carlos Alberto Jr.
maj. gourley, laurent lee
maj. hess, frederick william Jr.
capt. mravak, thomas Anthony
capt. orlowski, Joseph michael
capt. ross, Joseph shaw
capt. setterquist, francis leslie
capt. spitz, george ross
capt. vincent, halton ramsey

1967
maj. Albright, John scott ii
maj. Bosiljevac, michael Joseph
capt. chorlins, richard david
capt. davis, daniel richard
maj. donahue, morgan Jefferson
capt. ferguson, douglas david
1st lt. gilmore, James robson Jr.

1st lt. henderson, hal kent
capt. henry, george donald Jr.
capt. hoskins, charles lee
capt. James, samuel larry
mr. kruzel, Joseph John Jr.
1st lt. moore, donald robert Jr.
maj. pugh, dennis gerard
1st lt. rosen, max emmanuel
maj. shay, donald emerson Jr.
capt. smith, James leonard
capt. steadman, James eugene
1st lt. svanoe, kennard errol

1968
1st lt. caudill, elmon cleveland ii
capt. duffy, John everett
1st lt. fehrenbach, theron carl ii
capt. hallenbeck, ted Brian
capt. Jackson, paul vernon iii
1st lt. kollenberg, charles louis
capt. ryder, John leslie
mr. sawyer, wallace Blaine Jr.
capt. sigafoos, walter harrison iii
1st lt. uhls, willis grant
1st lt. voris, russell earl

1969
capt. Bond, ronald leslie
1st lt. kamenicky, george wayne
capt. kohn, robert Alan
capt. lockhart, george Barry
capt. martin, douglas kent
capt. paul, craig Allan
1st lt. ryan, robert edward
1st lt. rydlewicz, John michael
capt. tousley, george henry iii

1970
1st lt. Blassie, michael Joseph
1st lt. christy, richard neil ii
1st lt. gravrock, stephen howard
capt. hardy, Arthur hans
1st lt. hargrove, william stone
1st lt. haselton, John herbert
capt. rovito, gilbert Allan
capt. townsend, francis wayne
1st lt. turose, michael stephen

1971
1st lt. gray, richard tenney
capt. kays, James grier
capt. peterson, mark Allan

1972
1st lt. froehlich, laurence eugene

1973
capt. mcmillan, charles thomas ii

1974
col Jones, charles edward

1976
maj. hook, peter samuel
col (ret) michael w. Butler

1979
maj. weaver, paul Jennings

1982
capt. phillis, stephen richard

1985
capt. mccarthy, mark patrick

1986
capt. hawkens, david Andrew
capt. olson, Jeffry Jon

1987
maj. homer, leroy wilton Jr.
capt. olson, patrick Brian

1989
lt. col. shea, kevin michael

1992
1st lt. piper, laura Ashley
maj. plumhoff, steven

1995
lt. col. Bryant, frank diehl Jr.
capt. das, eric Bruce

1998
maj. rodriguez, rodolfo ivan

1999
maj. Brodeur, david lawrence

2001
capt. Argel, derek mears
capt. fresques, Jeremy Jeff

2002
capt. wisniewski, david Anthony

2005
capt. mcdowell, mark russell

2006
1st lt. schulte, roslyn littmann
capt. James michael steel

2007
lt. helton, Joseph dennis Jr.

2008
capt. victoria Ann pinckney
capt. mark t. voss
capt. david i. (lissy) lyon

2009
1st lt. wilkens, Justin James

the graduate war memorial
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craft’s tail during a close air support mission 
over Baghdad, she was able to land safely 
in Kuwait. She received the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for the mission.

It is not necessary for graduates to remain 
in uniform to serve their country, as the fol-
lowing examples demonstrate. The previously 
mentioned H. T. Johnson ’59 has served as 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Installations 
and Logistics), as well as Acting Secretary of 
the Navy. Dr. Paul Kaminski ’64, served 
as Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-

tion and Technology from 1994-1997. T. 
Allan McArtor, also Class of ‘64, served 
as Administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration, and is currently Chairman of 
Airbus Americas, Inc. Terrence O’Donnell 
’66 served as Department of Defense General 
Counsel. Gary Grappo ’72 and Jim Smith 
’74 have both worked as U.S. Ambassadors. 
Lawrence Romo ’78 is the current Director 
of the Selective Service System and Chuck 
Reed ’70 is the 64th mayor of San Jose, Calif.

Class of ’82 graduate and Rhodes Scholar 
Heather A. Wilson made her mark in 
politics. In 1998, she was elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives, making her not 
only the first Academy graduate elected to 
the House, but also the first female veteran in 
American history to serve in Congress. She is 
currently the president of the South Dakota 
School of Mines & Technology.

Another area of graduate achievement is 
America’s space program, as many grads have 
followed Karol Bobko’s lead. As a point of 
interest, the Academy has produced 40 astro-
nauts. Among them, Frederick Gregory ’64 
became the first African-American astronaut 
to pilot the space shuttle, as a member of 
the Challenger crew on mission STS-51B in 
1985. He was later the first African-American 
to command a space mission (Discovery in 
1989). In 2005, Gregory was named the 
NASA’s acting administrator. Colonel Rich-
ard O. Covey ’68 also distinguished himself 
in the space program. Among his four Space 
Shuttle flights, he was commander of the 
Hubble Space Telescope repair mission and 
piloted the Shuttle program’s critical return-
to-flight mission following the 1986 Chal-
lenger disaster. Among the other renowned 
astronauts is Colonel John E. Blaha ’65, 
who flew a total of six Space Shuttle missions 
as pilot, spacecraft commander, scientist, and 
mission specialist. He participated in joint 
U.S.-Russia research while residing aboard 
the space station Mir from September 1996 
until January 1997. General Kevin Chil-
ton ’76, a veteran of three Space Shuttle 
flights, assumed command of Air Force Space 
Command in 2006, thus becoming the first 
astronaut to earn four stars. Colonel Charles 
J. Precourt ’77 flew four Space Shuttle mis-
sions, logging more that 930 hours in space. 
Then-Major Susan Helms ’80 was the first 
military female astronaut. She flew on four 
space shuttle missions and spent 163 days 
onboard the International Space Station 
during her 12 years as an astronaut. Helms 
logged a total of 5,064 hours in space, includ-
ing a spacewalk of 8 hours and 56 minutes in 
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2001 (a world record for longest spacewalk 
duration). For their accomplishments, all of 
these illustrious individuals are enshrined in 
the Astronaut Hall of Fame.

Graduates have also brought great credit to 
the Academy in a variety of civilian endeavors.  
Again, there are far too many worthy individuals 
to mention. Three who have excelled:

Harry Pearce ’64 earned his law degree 
and rose through the ranks at General Motors 
to become Vice Chairman. He was later 
named to the position of CEO at Hughes 
Aviation. He was also the first civilian recipi-
ent of the Distinguished Graduate Award.

Pearce’s classmate, Paul Kaminski, is 
another Distinguished Graduate Award 
winner. While on active duty, Dr. Kaminski 
worked with Secretary of Defense William 
J. Perry on the DOD Stealth and Counter-
Stealth program and had a pioneering role in 
the National Reconnaissance Office. After his 
stellar government career, he served as CEO 
of Technovation Incorporated and worked in 
multiple advisory and board positions.

The third civilian Distinguished Graduate 
Award recipient was Richard Schlosberg ’65. 
He served as President and CEO of the David 
and Lucile Packard Foundation. Prior to that, 
he was the publisher and chief executive  of the 
Los Angeles Times and the Denver Post.

Perhaps the most famous of all Air Force 
Academy graduates is Chesley Sullenberger 
’73. On January 15, 2009, Captain Sullen-
berger landed US Airways flight 1549 on the 
Hudson River after the plane hit a flock of geese 
and lost power. His actions saved the lives of all 
155 people on board. For his actions, Captain 
Sullenberger was awarded the Academy’s 2009 
Colonel James Jabara Award for Airmanship. 
Established in 1967, the Jabara Award is pre-
sented annually by the Academy, the AOG, and 
the Jabara family to a USAFA graduate, living 
or deceased, whose actions directly associated 
with an aerospace vehicle set him/her apart 
from contemporaries.

A final area of graduate success is the world of 
sports. The Academy program requires individu-
als to be well-rounded, with athletics being an 
important part of the curriculum. Read about 
the Academy’s many sports icons in “Falcon 
Athletics: A Proud Tradition” on page 94.

While in no way providing a complete 
accounting of notable Air Force Academy gradu-
ates, this article does give provide a glimpse at 
the depth and breadth of the extraordinarily 
impressive service which Academy graduates 
have given to the nation.  





26 July 1947 – President Harry 
Truman signs the National Security 
Act, creating the Department of 
Defense and a separate Air Force.
18 september 1947 – The Air Force 
officially becomes a separate service.
8 august 1948 – At the request of 
Secretary of the Air Force W. Stuart 
Symington, a conference of fifteen 
civilians and officers is convened to 
establish guidelines for an air acad-
emy. The group is led by General 
Muir Fairchild, the vice chief of staff 
(and namesake of the Academy’s 
future academic building).
4 march 1949 – James Forrestal, 
the Secretary of Defense, establishes 
the Service Academy Board to study 
America’s service academies and 
make recommendations.
4 april 1949 – The Service Academy 
Board recommends the establish-
ment of an air force academy.
19 december 1949 – General Hoyt 
Vandenberg, Air Force Chief of Staff, 
establishes the office of special assis-
tant for Air Force Academy matters 
and selects Lt. General Hubert R. 
Harmon as its head.

1 april 1954 – President Eisenhower 
signs Public Law 325, Eighty-third Con-
gress, Second Session, the legislation that 
establishes the Air Force Academy.
24 June 1954 – Secretary of the Air 
Force Harold E. Talbott announces 
Colorado Springs would become the per-
manent home of the Air Force Academy. 
23 July 1954 – The architectural 
firm Skidmore, Owings and Merrill 
is awarded the contract to design and 
build the Air Force Academy. Walter 
Andrew Netsch, Jr., age 34, was lead 
architect of the project.
11 July 1955 – The first class, 
consisting of 306 young men, 
begins training at Lowry AFB site in 
Denver. The dedication ceremony is 
covered live on television with Walter 
Cronkite reporting.
25 september 1955 – The Class 
of ’59 chooses the falcon as the 
Academy mascot. The cadets also 
considered the tiger as a mascot.
30 august 1958 – Members of the 
Class of ’62 are bussed to the north 
entrance to the permanent Academy 
site. Led by upperclassmen and Air 
Training Officers, and with 400 
cadets lining the route, they march 
the 5 miles to the Cadet Area, finish-
ing by marching up the ramp. 
1 January 1959 – The football team 
caps an undefeated season (the only 
one in Academy history) with a 0-0 tie 
against heavily favored Texas Christian 
University in the Cotton Bowl.
3 June 1959 – The first class gradu-
ates. The ceremony is held in Arnold 
Hall, and it remains the only indoor 
graduation in Academy history. 

15 may 1961 – The Air Force Acad-
emy Preparatory School is activated, per 
General Order 10, HQ USAFA. Colo-
nel Lee Black is its first commander.
22 september 1962 – Falcon Stadium 
holds its first event, as 41,350 fans 
see the Air Force football team defeat 
Colorado State University 34-0.

5 June 1963 – President John F. 
Kennedy speaks at the Class of ’63’s 
graduation, the first graduation cer-
emony in Falcon Stadium. Charles 
Bush, Isaac Payne, and Roger Sims 
become the first three African-Amer-
icans to graduate from USAFA.
22 september 1963 – The Cadet 
Chapel is dedicated. 
20 december 1963 – Fourth Class-
men are permitted to go home for 
Christmas leave for the first time.
19 June 1964 – Cadet Second Class 
Jim Murphy ’66 becomes the Acad-
emy’s first athlete to win an NCAA 
individual national championship 
(5,000 meter run).
9 november 1967 – Medal of 
Honor recipient Captain Lance P. 
Sijan ’65 is forced to eject behind 
enemy lines after his F-4 is disabled 
and his crewmember is killed.
8 January 1968 – Flight Training 
takes place at the Air Force Academy 
for the first time with the maiden 
flight of the Cessna T-41C.

28 august 1972 – Captain Steve 
Ritchie ’64 becomes the first Air 
Force Academy graduate pilot ace. 
He is the Air Force’s only pilot ace of 
the Vietnam War.
2 January 1973 – Compulsory 
chapel ends, as Secretary of Defense 
Melvin Laird directs service secretar-
ies to change their regulations on 
chapel attendance.
30 april 1975 – The city of Saigon 
falls, marking the beginning of the end 
of the Vietnam War, a conflict that took 
the lives of 141 Academy graduates.
7 october 1975 – President Gerald 
Ford signs Public Law 94-106, which 
authorizes the admission of women 
to the service academies.
28 June 1976 – The first 157 female 
cadets begin training, as members of 
the Class of ’80. Joan Olsen is the 
first female cadet to be sworn in—
she did not graduate. By mere days, 
the Air Force Academy was the first 
of the Department of Defense service 
academies to admit women.
26 June 1978 – The Class of 
’82 enters the Academy, with 
the first five cadets in history 
who were dependents of 
Academy alumni.
17 november 1979 – The 
women’s cross country team 
wins the first national 
team title for an Acad-
emy women’s team.  

The Air Force Academy 

 A Timeline
1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s
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Compiled by lt. Col. (Ret.) SteVeN A. SimoN ’77

28 may 1980 – Graduation is held 
for the class of ’80, which includes 
the first 97 female graduates. Kath-
leen Conley, ranked eighth overall, is 
the first female to graduate.

1 July 1980 – The Air Force Acad-
emy joins Western Athletic Confer-
ence, the first time a service academy 
is affiliated with a collegiate athletic 
conference. 
21 february 1981 – Brigadier Gen-
eral Robert D. Beckel ’59 becomes 
the first Air Force Academy graduate 
to serve as Commandant of Cadets.
6 november 1982 – Air Force 
captures the Commander-in-Chief ’s 
Trophy for the first time with a 27-9 
win over Army. 
4 april 1983 – Karol Bobko ’59 
becomes the first Air Force Academy 
graduate in space, as pilot of the Chal-
lenger crew on mission STS-6. This is 
the Challenger’s maiden flight.
1 July 1983 – Brigadier General 
Ervin Rokke ’62 becomes the first 
Air Force Academy graduate to serve 
as Dean of the Faculty. 
30 may 1984 – President Ronald 
Reagan speaks at graduation. 
11 august 1984 – Alonzo Babers 
’83 wins the gold medal in the 4-by-
400 meter relay at the 1984 Olympic 
Summer Games in Los Angeles, his 
second gold medal of the Games.
8 may 1986 – The Visitor Center, 
named after Senator Barry Goldwa-
ter, is dedicated. 

7 august 1990 – The 
first computers with 

hard drives are issued 
to members of the 
Class of ’94.
25 June 1991 – 

Lieutenant General 
Bradley Hosmer ’59 becomes the 
first Air Force Academy graduate to 
serve as Superintendent.
14 april 1994 – Second Lieutenant 
Laura Piper ’92 becomes the first 
female graduate to die in a combat 
zone. She was a passenger in a UH-60 
Blackhawk Helicopter on a diplo-

matic/humanitarian 
mission in the “No 
Fly” zone of northern 
Iraq that was shot 
down by two U.S. 
F-15C aircraft. Post-
humously promoted 
to the grade of First 
Lieutenant, she was 
also the first female 
Academy graduate to 

receive the Purple Heart.
23 June 1998 – Heather A. Wilson 
’82 is elected to the United States 
House of Representatives, making 
her not only the first Academy grad-
uate elected to the House, but also 
the first female veteran in American 
history to serve in Congress.
25 february 1999 – The Exemplar 
Program begins, as the Class of 2000 
chooses Lt. General Jimmy Doolittle 
as its exemplar and dedicates a Doo-
little exhibit. 
1 July 1999 – The Academy 
becomes a charter member of the 
new Mountain West Conference.

11 september 2001 – Two Air 
Force Academy graduates are killed 
during the terrorist attack. Charles 
Jones ’74 was a passenger aboard 
American Airlines Flight 11 that 
crashed into the North Tower of the 
World Trade Center. LeRoy Homer 
’87 was First Officer of United 
Airlines Flight 93 that crashed in 
Shanksville, Pennvsylvania.
1 may 2003 – The Cadet Library 
is renamed the McDermott Library, 
recognizing the accomplishments of 
Brigadier General Robert F. McDer-
mott, Dean of the Faculty from 
1956 until 1968.
1 april 2004 – In conjunction with 
the Academy’s 50th “birthday,” the 
Academy’s Cadet Area is designated 
a National Historic Landmark by 
the U.S. Department of the Interior. 
In addition, the U.S. Postal Service 
issues a commemorative 37-cent 
stamp featuring the Cadet Chapel.
1 october 2004 – 
Brigadier General Dana 
Born ’83 becomes the 
first female and the 
first female Air Force 
Academy graduate 
to serve as Dean 
of the Faculty.
8 december 
2005 – Briga-
dier General 
Susan Desjardins ’80 becomes the 
first female and the first female Air 
Force Academy graduate to serve
as Commandant of Cadets. 

25 may 2011 –  The Class of 2011 
graduates with the lowest attrition in 
Academy history—20.1%.
13 June 2011 –  Officials from 
the Air Force Academy, Colorado 
Springs Utilities and SunPower 
Corp. flip a switch signifying the 
official dedication of the Academy’s 
6-megawatt solar array.

22 July 2011 – The Holaday Ath-
letic Center is dedicated. 
6 february 2012 – President Barack 
Obama nominates Janet Wolfen-
barger ’80 for promotion to General, 
which upon Senate confirmation 
made her the Air Force’s first female 
four-star general.

28 June 2012 –  Due to the Waldo 
Canyon Fire just south and west 
of the Academy, the first phase of 
the Class of 2016’s Inprocessing is 

moved from Doolittle Hall to the 
Field House.
12 august 2013 –  Lieutenant General 
Michelle Johnson ’81 becomes the first 
female and the first female Air Force 
Academy graduate to serve as Air Force 
Academy Superintendent. 

2010s1990s1980s 2000s
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®

(800) 891-6029  •  www.airforcevillages.com

AIR FORCEVillage

Gold Sponsor

800.964.8396 Special AOG Rates

TravelMore, LLC

True Blue Business Plus

1.800.701.5396  •  www.afvillages.org
5100 John D. Ryan Blvd.  •  San Antonio, TX 78245 

Get to know The Village. 
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Here you can live among those who 
share the common bond. Our remarkable 
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•  A full health care continuum available 
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Where shared adventures
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The shimmering spires of the 
Cadet Chapel. The sound of 
“The Star Spangled Banner” 
echoing across the Terrazzo. 

The Thunderbirds soaring over 
graduation as hats fly through 

the air. The classmates, 
mentors, and instructors that 
changed your life—these are 
the things you love about the 

Air Force Academy! 

1. Jumping into the Air garden fountains after com-
pleting finals senior year.

2. “What do I love about the Academy? It is always the 
people. When one goes through tough times with others, 
a closeness is formed. When that tough time is doolie 
year, it forms a lifetime bond. Who knew that those head-
shaved teenagers who learned how to march, disassemble 
an M-1 and survive the Assault course with me would be 
my lifelong friends 35 years later?” Tom Lavalley ’82

3. First snow, first shirt.

4. “The best thing about the Air Force Academy is pride: 
the pageantry at the Falcon football games, the pic-
turesque view of the Chapel and mountains across the 
Terrazzo, the excitement of launching and controlling our 
FalconSAT in space, the love of our teams, and the life-
time friendships are what I will always cherish!” Christin 
Mastracchio ’08 

5. The Wings of blue jumping into Falcon stadium 
on game day.

6. “In a word—oPPoRTuniTY! I may never have learned 
to ski or soar. But the most dramatic effect on my career 
came by exchanging 3rd Class summer leave for a month in 
Europe. A day of the trip was spent in East Berlin where we 
found rubble and facades of buildings to give an impres-
sion of wealth. This experience led to my questioning every 
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intelligence estimate during my 35-year career, that 
made the Russians and their Cold, War clients 12 
feet tall.” Richard E. (Dick) Carr ’59

7. The world-class education.

8. “I am sure I would have loved USMA OR 
USNA just as much as USAFA, but it is my class-
mates that I value most. I love my classmates and 
enjoy being with them after all these years. Even 
the ones I barely knew a half century ago are my 
dearest friends and we can pick up now where we 
left off then.” Gordon Flygare ’60 

9. smokers’ nights.

10. “The Academy opened worlds I would never 
have known. From classmates to instructors, to 

family, friends, spouse, son and 
grandchildren, I was influenced 
by people who enlarged my life. 
I traveled the world, soared high, 
fought wars, and to paraphrase 
Magee, ‘did a thousand things you 
have not dreamed of.’ I have seen 
the blackness of space, the curvature 
of the earth, smelled a flightline 

in the early morn, heard muezzins calls, climbed 
cathedrals—a fulfilled man—GO BLUE!” 

11. Life Lessons
“As a doolie and 3rd classman, I continually 
heard 2nd classmen complain about mechanics 
class. A few weeks into 2nd class year, I under-
stood. The homework was diabolical, so I gave 
it short shrift, thinking I’d figure it out in class. 
Trouble was, we often got a pop quiz on that 
homework. By mid term I had a solid “F,” and 
was called to the office of Col. Archie Higdon, 
Mechanics Department Head. I don’t recall 
exactly what he said, but I do remember my neck 
muscles quivering in panic as he pointed out my 
shortcomings. By the end of the term I had an 
“A,” which startled my instructor and me! Thanks 
Arch!” Ralph F. Wetterhahn ’63 

12. 100th night.

13. “Most of us Zoomies 
have an ‘I LOVE ME’ wall 
displaying symbols of high 
school academic and sports 
prowess … and even more 
regarding our time spent in 
Harm’s Way. It’s just what 
we are and what we do. But the two awards I actually 
won and that I cherish the most are my AFA ring and 
my wife’s hand. Both stand for life-time commit-
ments that have changed my life, my love, my charac-
ter and my personality forever.” Glenn Coleman ’64 

14. spirit Missions.

15. The unforgettable shattering of glass 
“Undoubtedly, the greatest event in my four 
years was watching a flight of F-105s scream over 
the flagpole during the noon meal formation to 
dedicate the Thud on the Terrazzo. After splitting 
up into single ships, the lead aircraft came back 
across the flagpole without making a sound, fol-
lowed by the sonic boom which blew out windows 
all over the place, including the dining hall which 
shattered glass onto meals. The cadets broke out in 
cheers. Impressive!!!!” J.V. “Cuff” Kelso ’68

16. The inprocessing bus ride.

17. Beating Army, Sinking Navy
“The highlight of my Academy 
experiences was being part 
of the Falcon football Teams 
that were the first to beat 
both Army (1965) and Navy 
(1966).” Neal Starkey ’68 

18. When Lucille Ball came to the Academy.

19. “The AFA has evolved from the formative expe-
rience that set the tone and path for our working 
lives. The quality and character of my “War eagle” 
Cs-15 classmates I can only appreciate fully now, 
almost 40 years after graduation. As a group we’re 
closer than ever - our time together at the Acad-
emy was a gift that is enhanced and grows each time 
we meet. Chemistry, luck, personality, era, institu-
tion—all combined to create a priceless lifelong 
bond.” Hugh “Hugo” Gray ’75

20. hamsters.

21. The greatest Mentors
“A favorite memory is of one of our CS-29 faculty 
sponsors, Glenn Coleman’64, and his wife 
Helen. Glenn and Helen went the extra mile 
with us, actively participating in our squadron 
activities, hosting us in their home, going out to 
dinner with us, and in general showing us the way 
and what we had to look forward to in the “real” 
Air Force. After all these years, thank you Glenn 
and Helen for your hospitality all those years ago, 
1973-1976.” Gary Turnipseed ’76 

22. Calling minutes.

23. “It was the first week of BCT and we were 
in the evening meal formation. We all stood at 
attention saluting the flag as ‘The Star Spangled 
banner’ started playing. I immediately felt an 
unexpected and overpowering sense of pride—in 
my country, the Air Force, and in this new institu-
tion that I was becoming a part of. I remember the 

goose bumps to this day. That is the moment that 
I fell in love with our academy.” Steve Fikar ’78

24. “We’re totally 
exhausted, dispirited, wish-
ing this Recognition train-
ing ‘hell week’ would end. 
Reaching the sixth floor of 

Vandenberg Hall, hugging the wall, we march crisply 
into 17th Squadron, eyes straight ahead. We turn into 

Photo by Liz Copan/Team RJV, 
Illutrsation by Lewis Carlyle
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our room, relieved for the refuge. What’s in the sink? 
Two silver-wrapped Hostess Ding Dongs and two cans 
of Coke. We made it!! Exhaustion rolls off our bodies. 
We’re in the hallway with our classmates enjoying 
smiles and congratulations from upperclassmen. Best 
day in my young life. 

I’ll cherish this memory forever.” Larry 
LaFreniere ’78

25. Knowledge bowls.

26. “Some things are funny once, some things 
are funny twice, some things are funny NEVER.” 
Women can do pull-ups. Sousa marches are great. 
Mountains are inspiring. Some people are better 
Squadron Commanders and some are better 
Element leaders and that is OK. Go to morning 
Chapel. Shine your shoes. Greet everyone you 
encounter. Smile—it’s a long time since your Basic 
Element leader told you to wipe it off your face. 
go to bed at taps.” Renee (Lovy) Bosich ’83 

27. smack Packs.

28. “When Finals rolled 
around at the Air Force 
Academy for Squadron 38 
All Stars, Class of 1983, 
we often found that a good 
game of foosball relieved 

the stress of seven finals in four days. We would 
play single games for a quick energy boost, 



usafa.org80

but the highlight was the foosball tournament. 
With theme music blasting, 10 teams compete 
with names like Garce & Tyler, Fusch & Donce, 
Grunge & Guido. Winners are champions, finals 
are over.” Al Garcia ’83 

29. sAMis.

30. “Knowing that the people I roomed with, took 
classes with, and fought wars with are some of the 
greatest human beings I will ever meet. I will forever 
remember the classmates who crammed with me till 
dawn for finals, became squadron commanders. I will 
cherish the classmate who carried me over a barricade 
during Hell Week, became a Shuttle Astronaut. I hold 
in my heart my USAFA brothers/sisters who have 
shared their weddings, their homes, and attended 
their funerals. I will forever know that standing in 
their company made me a better man than I was 
before 23 June 1980.” Carlos Bernal ’84 

31. Carrier Landings.

32. “Several years 
ago USAFA asked 
one grad from each 
class to participate 
in an early summer 
morning ceremony 

to ‘pass the baton’ to the incoming class before 
their class run. Seeing that sunrise from the Ter-
razzo brought back a rush of intense memories—
Chapel bathed in orange, a cool breeze, the aroma 
of Mitchell Hall—and I felt extremely honored 
standing in the presence of other men and women 
who, like me, are members of the Long Blue 
Line!” Doug McCarty ’85

33. Taking spirit hill.

34. “I learned responsibility during late nights 
pleading with Billy Burroughs the computer to 

compile and run my mangled Fortran programs. 
Whether I was compiling code or directing or 
delegating tasks in the Air Force, I was the one 
in charge, and I retained responsibility for how 
things turned out. Grades don’t compare to real 
life where someone’s ability to perform the mission 
(and come back safely) were on the line, but the 
lesson took.” Kenneth A. Gotski ’86

35. “I was one of the first Polish cadets admit-
ted to USAFA in 1992 after the end of the Cold 

War. Having a strong 
Schwarzenegger-like accent, 
not being fluent in U.S. 
English, not knowing US 
sports trivia, being about 
two years older than my 
classmates, and starting 

over as a doolie instead of being a junior at the 
Polish Military University made the Academy very 
challenging for me. I was singled out on my very 
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first day when I wore my favorite German T-shirt: 
‘Ich bin so heiss.’ Then, it only got better. I had 
many once-in-a-lifetime opportunities—I was a 
PTWOB, a Wing Sergeant Major, a 4th Group 
Commander, and a survival instructor. I went to 
Army Airborne and Air Assault School, had an 
internship at the Pentagon, went for a grassroots 
program in Arkansas, marched a few tours, and did 
a number of spirit missions. I had the best possible 
sponsor families, made many true friendships, and 
finally graduated with honors. As a proud member 
of the Class of ’96, I am convinced my USAFA 
experience built a strong foundation for my military 
career and taught me that you can achieve incred-
ible things, if you only have desire, ingenuity, and 
persistence.” Piotr “Zeus” Blazeusz ’96 

36. The Homecoming Memorial Ceremony. 

37. “The Class of 1987’s 25th reunion. My wife of 
23-plus years was able to attend. She had met only a 

handful of my class-
mates over the years. 
After seeing the Barn-
stormers gang hang out 
en masse, picking up 
right where we left off 

so many years ago, my wife said, ‘I get it.’ The bonds 
forged over four years will truly last a lifetime. I am 3 
months away from retirement. 27-plus years later, it 
has always been about the people.” Ed Krafft ’87 

38. Amnesty. 

39. The sounds of usAFA 
“My most lasting memory of the Academy was the 
stark contrasts that existed almost on a daily basis. 
Waking up on a quiet Sunday morning after a light 
dusting of snow, looking out at the ‘Bring Me Men 
...’ ramp, seeing the sun reflect off the Chapel spires, 
looking up at the mountains and into the blue sky. 
Compared to the steady constant hum about the 
grounds during the week as the freshmen run along 
the strips, screaming ‘Beat Army,’ soundings of the 
formation bugle calls, and the distant rumble of 
airplanes—the peace and quiet and the steady beat 
of the Air Force.” Neal Williams ’93

40. nino baldachi ’59 to present.

41. “Proving every-
one wrong–gradua-
tion day.” 
Michelle Nuñez ’99

42. sick Call Rangers.

43. “Receiving my Prop and Wings at the end of 
Recognition! I knew at that moment that I had 
accomplished something that words could never 
describe. Standing there with my classmates know-
ing that all of the physical, mental and emotional 
stress of our fourth class year had finally come to an 
end and feeling the weight lift off my shoulders is 
something I will never forget. Fired Up!” JD Foy ’01

44. The Dodo.

45. “Ah, the crisp mountain air flowing down 
the Rockies through the Chapel’s seventeen spires. 
B-2s and F-22s soaring overhead. Inspiration 
from our Thursday night speakers and relaxing 
in Arnold Hall for Saturday pizza and football. 
Welcoming my sister Bhakti to CS35 and com-
missioning her in 2004. Admiring the Saber Team 
and Honor Guard at the pinnacle of patriotic 
performance. The payoff of time management. 

Business class and mentorship with Dr. Steve 
‘Greeno’ Green … yes, a BMW is never an invest-
ment.” Dear Beloved ’02 

46. Getting your assignment.

47. “Maybe it wasn’t glamorous or all that impres-
sive, but there’s something to be said for the stan-
dard Friday or Saturday at old Camp usAFA. An 
afternoon of flying, changing into matching blue 
jeans and uniform black t-shirts in the parking 
lot of the 94th, and heading into the Springs with 
some good friends in search of delicious food and 
beautiful women. Every once in a while we even 
found one or the other … in spite of ourselves. 
That was good living.” Jason Depew ’04 

48. hap’s Place.

49. “In a word, ‘integrity’ is what comes to mind 
when I think of the Air Force Academy. Integrity 
encompasses so many qualities that the Academy 
instills in its graduates. Honesty, character and a 
selfless sense of service to and pride in something 
greater than oneself are just a few of the guiding 
principles that make up the person you become as 
a result of your association with the people and the 
organization that is USAFA.” Wayne Warren ’69

50. “USAFA profoundly affected my life in myriad 
ways—friends, fellowship, education, leadership, 
fitness, responsibility, travel, soaring, all surrounded 
by those beautiful mountains. My best memories? 
singing with the Catholic 
Choir and the Chorale. 
The groups gave me an 
instant close “family”; Mr. 
Ladouceur was a continu-
ously positive influence on 
all of us; being in church 
weekly kept me close to 
my faith; and the trips allowed me, a small-town girl, 
to see so much of America. Priceless!” 
Kay M. Grosinske ’82

51. The Brownshoe Days.

52. “During the period 1955-1958, Maj. Gen. 
(USAF Ret.) Bill Yancey played a major role in the 
successful establishment of USAFA. Working tempo-
rarily at Lowry AFB, then permanently at its current 
location, Bill was one of the initial cadre of six officers 
charged with setting up the Academy. Serving as a 
Squadron Air Officer Commanding and as AOC of 
the 1st and 2nd Groups, he helped establish the high 
standards of honor, esprit, commitment, and discipline 



that became woven into the fabric of the cadet wing. 
As OIC of the Cadet Honor Committee, Bill guided 
the first classes of cadets toward development and 
acceptance of a strong honor code.” Jim Allgood ’73

53. Wing open boxing.

54. “The most cherished gift I received from the 
Academy was my sense of honor and integrity. I 
have lived by the Honor Code ever since being 
accepted into the Cadet Wing and it has served me 
well through my entire life. It is fundamental to 
who I am.” James “Zach” LaPlante ’77 

55. hot/Cold Pilot and Loadmaster.

56. “Would you think your entire life would 
hinge on the outcome of a single final exam? 
Going into second semester finals of my sopho-
more year I had five A’s and two F’s. (A poor 
distribution of effort?) Although I flagged the cal-
culus final—earning an “R Flight” summer redo—
my physics exam score of 43 points gave me a B 
for the exam and boosted my course grade to a C! 
Grading on the curve saved me.” Doug Schott ’69 

57. Surviving your first jump!

58. “I, to this day, love our first day as doolies. 
I love the feeling I got when I first viewed the 
buildings, the setting with the mountains in the 
background, and the surrounding greenery, trees, 
and private roads. I loved it when I took the oath 
and promised to go to pilot school upon gradua-
tion.” H. Lloyd Kelley III ’63

59. Ring Dance.

60. “The honor Code.” Max Miller ’59   
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The essenTial and enduring mission of the United States Air Force Acad-
emy is to educate, train, and inspire men and women to become officers of character moti-
vated to lead the United States Air Force in service to our nation. As a commissioning source, 
USAFA must ensure all education and training supports Air Force development goals, objec-
tives, and competency requirements as outlined in AFI 36-2014. The Officer Development 
System (ODS) is USAFA’s approach to developing cadets in the Air Force’s overarching Force 
Development process. The ODS’s purpose is to: 1) develop each cadet’s appreciation that 
being an officer is a noble way of life, 2) foster a commitment to character-based officership, 
and 3) develop competencies essential to this identity as a character-based officer/leader. The 
ODS replaced the previous overarching training document called, “The USAF Academy 
Training Philosophy” (ATP) in 2004. 

The operational development of cadets is managed through the Cadet Military Education and 
Training Plan (CMETP) which integrates education, training, and experiences at the right place 
and time during a cadet’s four years at the Academy to develop leaders of character. In support of 

this developmental growth plan, 
the competencies from the appro-
priate level of leadership (Personal, 
Interpersonal, Team, and Orga-
nizational) are defined for each 
phase of a cadet’s development, 
and require cadets be assigned spe-
cific duties within their squadron 
to implement military training at 

The state of military training at 
USAFA is in one word, “Strong.”
Written by Russell W. Meyer,
Deputy Director of Training and Support

the tactical level. To the maximum extent possible, cadets are responsible for planning and executing all the military training that occurs 
at USAFA. Cadet training officers work with permanent party officers, NCOs and civilians to build their military training activities, 
and then are mentored by their Air Officers Commanding and Academy Military Trainers during the execution phase. These military 
leadership opportunities enhance the leadership and character growth throughout a cadet’s four years at USAFA. All cadets participate 
in a number of military training events infused throughout the fall and spring academic semesters. 

Academic year training includes; dorm and uniform inspections, parades, drill and ceremonies, open ranks inspections, safety 
and unit compliance inspections, and preparation for two wing-wide culminating training events each year. Four Degree Recog-
nition is the pinnacle event of every fourth-class cadet. Fourth-classmen are pushed to their limits in displaying their discipline, 
stamina, fitness and military knowledge over three days of grueling and intense training events. Recognition is signified by award-
ing of the Cadet Prop and Wings and signifies that they have conquered their first year at USAFA. Polaris Warrior is a measure 
of squadron level leadership and execution of small unit military objectives. Each squadron trains throughout the year and then 
competes against 39 other squadrons in combat arms skills, small unit tactics, land navigation and the firemen’s challenge. These 
two culminating events are designed to instill a warrior ethos in each cadet and enhance unit pride. 

Much of the military training that occurs during the academic year builds cadet cadre expertise to execute military training 
during the nine weeks of summer training. The myriad of summer military and leadership training programs makes the Academy 
unique from AFROTC, OTS and other Universities. There are three main military training programs at USAFA that all cadets 
must participate in. Two of these programs have existed at the USAF Academy since the Academy’s inception—basic cadet 
Training (BCT) and Operation Air Force (Ops AF). For all intents and purposes, BCT has not changed significantly overtime. 
BCT in-processes new Cadet Candidates into the USAF Academy, and jumpstarts them on their four-year journey to becoming 
an officer of character. Much like academic year squadrons, all aspects of BCT are led and executed by upperclass cadet cadre. 
basic cadets are trained to wear the uniform correctly, observe military customs and courtesies, march, maintain proper room 
standards, and enhance their physical conditioning. During the last two weeks of the 38-day program, basic cadets march out to 
Jacks Valley where they are exposed to a number of military training, team, and endurance-building events. While in the Valley, 
the basic cadets live in a bare-base environment (tent city), run through the Obstacle course, Confidence Course, Assault Course, 
Leadership Reaction Course, and fire the M-16 rifle at the Combat Arms Training Facility. 

All third-class cadets go through Expeditionary, Survival and Evasion Training (ESET), which is a relatively new program at 
USAFA. ESET includes hands on lessons in dismounted operations, military operations in urban terrain, tactical combat casualty 
care, handgun and M-16 familiarization, CBRNE, urban evasion, personnel recovery operations, sustenance and land navigation. 
The program culminates with 48 hours of evasion on the front range of the USAF Academy. Gone from the previous SERE pro-
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as we celebraTe The 60Th anniversary of the Air Force Academy this year, it’s fair 
to pause a moment and take stock of how we’ve done over the years commissioning capable second 
lieutenants of character and courage. I think few would question that we’ve done an admirable job of 
preparing our graduates to lead and defend our nation over the course of the Academy’s history. We can 
be justifiably proud of the work our graduates have done in keeping America safe.

As the world continues to shift in sometimes surprising ways, we must ensure that we are meeting 
not only the Air Force’s present needs, but that we are also arming our graduates to function in an 
environment of rapid and unpredictable change. Modern education is less about filling empty vessels 
with knowledge than developing critical thinking and problem-solving skills which are applicable to 
wide array of contexts. In a recent discussion in one of our courses, General (Ret.) Kevin Chilton ’76 
remarked that the last two organizations he commanded, 
U.S. Strategic Command and Air Force Space Com-
mand, did not exist when he was a cadet. I am certain 
there are members of the recently graduated Class of 2014 
who will be able to say the same thing years from now. 
We cannot reliably predict geopolitical developments or 
the impact of new technology even five years in advance. 
To think we can precisely foresee what content a graduate 
will need for his or her entire career would be misguided. 
Therefore, we strive to produce life-long, flexible learners 
who continue to enhance their intellectual powers for use 
in contexts we cannot even imagine today.

We’ve taken a number of measures with our academic 
program to ensure that we equip future classes with the 
education needed to grow and succeed.  For example, in 
April of last year we launched our first comprehensive 
review of the core curriculum since the 1960s. When 

gram is the 21 day program that culminated with 
five days of evasion in Saylor Park and two days 
of resistance training in the resistance training lab. 
ESET has evolved from the SERE program that 
existed prior to the mid-90s to a Combat Survival 
program from 1996 through 2007 to the program 
that is now in place. The program that exists now is 
less “mountain man survival” and more about how 
to survive and get recovered in an urban environ-
ment. Third-classmen also receive opportunities to 
participate in Jump, Soaring, Space or Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems. These programs are designed as 
introduction programs. Cadets that excel in these 
programs are encouraged to seek additional train-
ing opportunities during the academic semesters 
and perform subsequent duty as instructors. 

All second-class cadets go on a 16 day Ops Air 
Force TDY or an equivalent program. Equivalent 
programs include a two-week Ops Air Force Civil 
Engineering program where CE majors are exposed 
to their operational AF career fields and gain opera-
tional hands-on experience working along-side 
company grade officers in career fields of interest. 
While the Ops AF program has ebbed and flowed 
over the years from being a multi-year program to a 
program designed to motivate cadets to seek specific 
career fields, the program has now stabilized into a 
16 day TDY program. Since 2005, 100 cadets also 
get the opportunity to deploy to the CENTCOM 
AOR as part of their Ops AF exposure. Second-
class cadets also get their first opportunity to earn 
military leadership credit during their two-degree 
summer by performing leadership cadre duties in 
BCT and ESET. They can also earn military leader-
ship credit during the academic semester by holding 
key wing, group and squadron positions. 

Many first-class cadets participate in the Powered 
Flight Program, Summer Research or Language 
Immersion. First-class cadets are also required to 
be leadership cadre in one of two USAFA summer 
training programs, ESET or BCT, and then also 
earn military leadership credit during the aca-
demic semester by holding key wing, group and 
squadron positions. 

Arming our graduates with the critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills to succeed in a 
rapidly changing world.
Written by Brig. Gen. Andrew Armacost, Dean of the Faculty

the first class entered the Academy, 
all cadets took essentially the same 
academic courses. Over time, the cur-
riculum evolved to include academic 
majors and minors, yet remained true 
to the original vision of providing a 
“general education … with emphasis 
on breadth of horizon necessary to 
comprehend scientific advances and 
social changes,” a direction articulated 
in the Stearns-Eisenhower Study in 
1949. Our current review aims to 
explore ways to better align the core 
curriculum with the skills, traits, and 
knowledge required of a leader of 
character and one who can examine 
the world critically. We are also look-
ing at ways to balance the delivery of 
disciplinary content with instilling the 
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desired characteristics we expect an Academy graduate to 
possess. We expect the results of this core curriculum review 
to be debated and refined over the next year, and hopefully 
established for the Classes of 2020 and beyond.

We’ve also increased the presence of civilian faculty, par-
ticularly during the last two decades. We started with a single 
visiting professor in the Political Science Department in 
1971, grew to fifteen permanent civilian faculty members 
and 33 visiting professors in 1993, to the 168 civilian teach-
ing faculty, nine endowed chairs, and 31 academically-cre-
dentialed civilian staff we have today. Their impact has been 
tremendous. Our civilian colleagues bring deep expertise to 
the classroom along with a passion for leader development. 
They perform significant scholarly work through research 
and enlist the help of cadets to further their independent 
thinking problem solving skills. They give cadets experience 
working with civilian airmen, who constitute a key element 
of our Air Force. And perhaps most importantly, they bring 
a fresh perspective and different views to our cadets. As our 
graduates enter an Air Force with an increasingly global pres-
ence, they must take with them a broader view than ever 
before. We were reminded just how much we depend on 
our civilian faculty when the government shutdown and fur-
loughs sent them home for two weeks, and we struggled to 
accomplish our mission without them.

Finally, we’ve greatly expanded the role of research in our 
curriculum. Research has long been a part of the Academy 
experience, beginning with the dedication of the Frank J. 
Seiler Research Laboratory in 1962. Since then, we’ve grown 
to 19 research centers in the faculty and two with other 
mission elements at USAFA. We send 150-200 cadets to 
summer research internships each year, and we’ve greatly 
increased the emphasis on senior capstone projects and inde-
pendent study courses. In short, cadet-driven research is now 
an essential element of an Academy education. Under the 
guidance of faculty mentorship, cadets learn to work with the 
ambiguity of not always knowing how to proceed to solve a 
problem. They develop the critical thinking, analytical skills, 
and professional ethics that lead to the ability to think non-
linearly and be successful in new, unknown environments.  
This helps our cadets begin the process of developing as inde-
pendent learners.

I am excited by the direction we are going. It has been 
my pleasure during my time at USAFA to work with an 
extremely motivated and collegial faculty who put the edu-
cation and well-being of our cadets first. The quality of our 
cadets has remained high. In fact in a number of areas, such 
as creativity, innovative spirit, and comfort with technology, 
our incoming appointees are stronger now than when I first 
taught here in 1995. 

The academic experience at USAFA will continue to 
evolve, but will do so with careful deliberation supporting 
the goal of building the skillset of the 21st century officer. We 
make decisions on curriculum refinements, faculty composi-
tion and research directions with care and intentionality. We 
owe that to our cadets and the nation. We also owe it you, the 
graduates, so we can uphold the legacy you helped forge and 
produce exceptional leaders of character for our Air Force. 
Thank you for your support of our cadets and our institution 
during my first year as Dean, and I look forward to continu-
ing to work with the graduate community in the future.

honor, inTegriTy, characTer and leadership have been touchstones in the his-
tory of our Air Force Academy. Before the Class of 1959 marched at Lowery AFB on 11 July 1955, 
before a shovel of dirt was turned on 18,000-plus acres north of Colorado Springs, the leadership of the 
Air Force was focused on designing an ethical, character development model that would ingrain honor 
and integrity into each graduating cadet. 

In November of 1953, Lt. General Hubert Harmon, the first Superintendent, was called back to 
active duty by President Eisenhower, his West Point classmate, to be the special assistant to the AF Chief 
of Staff for air academy matters—a job he had also held prior to retirement. Building on an earlier full 
curriculum review performed by the Stearns-Eisenhower Board, General Harmon chartered a group to 
study honor codes and systems in 1954. This 
team looked at the honor codes and systems 
at the Military Academy, the Naval Academy, 
VMI and the University of Virginia, among 
others, as examples. General Harmon was 
convinced an Air Force Academy Honor 
Code was necessary for the development of 
future officers.

Gen. Harmon offered the new Cadet 
Wing an honor code in 1955 that read: “We 
will not lie, cheat or steal and we will not tol-
erate among us anyone who lies, cheats or 
steals.” Over the next few years those words 
changed to the words on the Honor Wall 
below Harmon Hall today: “We will not lie, 
steal, or cheat, nor tolerate among us anyone 
who does.” For over 60 years our commit-

Honor, Integrity, Character … 
  60 Years of development. 
Written by Thomas J. Berry Jr., Deputy Director, Center 
for Character & Leadership Development

ment to the spirit of the Code has not changed. 
It has remained steadfast as the foundation of the 
Academy experience. 

There have also been difficult times in the Cadet 
Wing in upholding the Code. In each decade of 
our history, some cadets have failed to meet our 
expectations. In 1965 an Academy cheating scan-
dal resulted in a cover story in Look magazine, and 
the disenrollment of 109 cadets. As recently as 2012 
the Cadet Honor Committee investigated another 
event in which several members of the Wing failed 
to live up to our standards. Each event provided the 
Wing with an opportunity to renew its commit-
ment to our ideals.

There have also been changes in the Honor System 
since 1955. The Class of 1961 Honor Committee 
approved the concept of discretion, and in the 1961-
62 academic year, two cadets were afforded this 
second chance. The use of discretion, and its applica-
tion, eventually evolved into the Honor Remedia-
tion/Probation program in place today. In 1985, the 
Cadet Wing voted to add a second sentence follow-
ing the Honor Code, “And furthermore I resolve to 
do my duty and live honorably (so help me God).” 
These two sentences comprise the Cadet Honor 
Oath, linking the ideals and spirit of the Code to 
duty and responsibility in the profession of arms. 

In 1993, Lt. General Bradley Hosmer ’59, our 
12th Superintendent, founded the Center for Char-
acter Development—now the Center for Character 
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& Leadership Development. The 
Center was chartered to facilitate 
character development programs 
and activities throughout all aspects 
of the Academy experience. As part 
of that charter, the Center pro-
vides administrative support and 
officer mentorship to the Cadet 
Honor Committee. 

But for as much as we should 
recognize the honor and leadership 
journey the Academy has expe-
rienced in the first 60 years, it is 
important that we now boldly fix our sights on the horizon in front of 
us. Armed with the six decades of lessons learned from both successes 
and challenges, we as an institution must push the throttles forward 
and take on the noble pursuit of developing leaders of character for 
the 21st century. This will no doubt require us to re-connect with past 
commitments as well as pursue new approaches and opportunities. 

These leaders must be energized, enlightened and equipped to lead 
Airmen in a complex profession of arms that may differ significantly 
from that of the past. At their core, they are expected to live honor-
ably, lift others to their best possible selves, and elevate performance 
toward a common and noble purpose—all in the successful exploita-
tion of air, space and cyberspace. The Center for Character & Leader-
ship Development has focused on offering a language and approach 
for development, grounded in theory and best practice, that strives 
to do three important things. First, it endeavors to foster a sense of 
“ownership” in one’s development—recognizing the importance of 
owning one’s identity, choices, duty, attitude and effort. Second, it 
seeks to purposefully engage people through assessment, challenge 
and support to arm them to succeed in the desired developmental 
areas. Finally, it must leverage moments to practice these character 
and leadership competencies which will ultimately develop habits of 
honorable thought and actions. 

To accomplish this, the conversation around leadership, character and 
honor must reflect the context of today’s cadets. But it must not stop 
there. As “The Air Force’s Academy,” USAFA has a responsibility and 
opportunity to also engage faculty and staff, as well as Airmen in the 
operational Air Force in their character and leadership development. The 
Center for Character and Leadership Development, as well as all the 
functional elements at USAFA, have a critical role in “meeting people 
where they are” on their character and leadership journey, making the 
experiences and insights relevant. We can collectively help bring the 
Core Values to life. We can align to advance the national conversation on 
ethical leadership through scholarship, programs and example. We can 
ensure that the Academy and the broader Air Force create a culture of 
commitment and climate of respect for all its members.

To that end, USAFA will continue to refresh and refocus all of the 
purposefully engaging experiences here at the Academy, from the Honor 
program to seminars and symposia, summer training events, classroom 

Air Force athletics—a year of 
challenges and accomplishment.
Written by Dr. Hans Mueh ’66, U.S. Air Force Academy 
Director of Athletics

instruction and athletic competitions We will facilitate research and scholarship that examines best practices in character and 
leadership development for the profession of arms and beyond. We will offer products, ideas and programs that make a real dif-
ference for our cadets, faculty, staff and Air Force partners. And we will continue to honor the legacy of those who came before us 
by striving to foster habits of honorable thoughts and actions in all who interact with this proud institution. 

Under construction today, south of Arnold Hall, is a new home for the Center for Character & Leadership Development. 
The glass and steel architecture reflects the Air Force qualities of openness and transparency. The skylight tower, focused on 
Polaris, reminds us of the need to have a fixed moral compass. This iconic structure has already received six international 
design competition awards—but our focus is not just on the building, rather it is on what will happen inside, what we stand 
for. The essence of our character and leadership development efforts will be reflected in the discussion, research, conversation 
and scholarship that will take place here for the next 60 years. 

where do i sTarT? 
The Athletic Department at the United States Air Force Academy 

is still one of the last bastions of true amateur sports in America, but 
the 2013-14 school-year was as full of challenges as any in my 42 
at the Academy. We started the summer with government furloughs 
that sidelined, literally, more than half our athletic department staff 
through October. We had to reschedule games, play a football game 
at Navy without the majority of our athletic department staff and 
even one football coach. Our General Schedule (GS) employees were 
placed on a 40-hour limit and no longer were able to get comp time 
or overtime. Try doing a job in athletics in 40 hours a week. We were 
seriously limited in many of the services we could provide to our 
teams with personnel restraints to trainers, equipment, logistics, com-
munications, events and other vital support folks.

We followed that furlough event with the dramatic budget cuts and 
downsizing of personnel as part of the overall Air Force-wide cuts. We 
did claim a partial victory, as we were able to save all of our sports. 
It looked like we would likely have to cut approximately six sports. 
We found a way to save them all, but the reality of budget cuts still 
remained and we cut about $400,000 from our operating budget 

Armed with the six decades of lessons learned from both successes 
and challenges, we as an institution must push the throttles forward and take 
on the noble pursuit of developing leaders of character for the 21st century.
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along with 30 athletic department staff positions. We were able to find nine vacant positions 
to cut, but had to tell 21 valued and dedicated employees, including nine assistant coaches, 
that their positions were going away. It’s always tough when you have to put faces to spaces 
and tell our colleagues and friends that they are not valued enough to stay with us—ouch. 

All 27 of our sports have been or will be affected by this budget crunch in one way or 
another. This will make it harder to stay as competitive as we’ve been and may also affect 
how we teach, inspire, and motivate those great cadet athletes to become great officers of 
character for our Air Force, which is after all our essence. 

As difficult as things have been this year, we have had several tremendous accomplish-
ments because of our great cadet-athletes and their indomitable will to win and be successful. 

Senior Kyle Westmoreland won the prestigious Patriot All-America Golf Invitational on 
the Gold Course at The Wigwam in Litchfield Park, Ariz. Westmoreland, one of 84 par-
ticipants in the tournament won on the sixth playoff hole after finishing 54 holes with a 
five-under par total of 205. Our golf team finished fourth in the Mountain West Conference 
championships in Tucson, our highest finish ever in the conference.

Our great senior-laden lacrosse team won the ECAC championship and qualified for 
the NCAA tournament, the first time since 1988. We hosted a good Richmond team and 
beat them 13-5. We then had the opportunity to play in North Carolina against Duke, the 
#1 team in the nation. We held our own but lost to that great team, but that loss did little 
to take away from the amazing year for lacrosse. Senior team captain Mike Crampton was 
named the conference’s player of the year while Eric Seremet was selected coach of the year. 
The team finished with an 11-7 record but, perhaps more importantly, showed the kind of 
leadership and will to win that has become a trademark of Air Force athletics. 

Freshman swimmer Genevieve Miller won the conference championship in the 500 
and 1650 freestyle to become our first-ever two-time champion in the Mountain West era. 
She became our first NCAA qualifier in women’s swimming since 1999. Sophomore diver 
Dominic Vallejo was also the conference champion in platform diving while fellow sopho-
more Nathaniel Zillweger was the one-meter springboard champion.

Track and field star Joey Uhle earned All-America 
honors in the indoor pole vault while Annette Eichen-
berger (800m), Zach Perkins (mile), Uhle and Dylan 
Bell (pole vault) were Mountain West indoor champi-
ons. Isaiah Bragg became the program’s first-ever MW 
cross country champion. 

Men’s gymnastics won its fifth-straight USAG title 
while Tim Wang earned NCAA All-America honors on 
the pommel horse. He is the first NCAA All-American 
in gymnastics since 2008. Denis Aurelius (floor exer-
cise), Nick Owen (pommel horse), Josh Ramos (paral-
lel bar) and Nick Gaudlip (high bar) each won USAG 
titles. On the women’s side, Linnaea Hance won the 
USAG title on the balance beam.

Volleyball player Ayesha Hein earned CoSIDA Aca-
demic All-America honors and we’re awaiting word 
on hockey player Adam McKenzie, an Academic All-
American in 2013, to see if he becomes a two-time 
honoree. A second-team all-conference defenseman 
and team captain as a senior, McKenzie ranks 12th in 
the class of 2014 (1,018 cadets) in overall GPA, ranks 
20th in overall Order of Merit and ranks third in his 
major of aeronautical engineering in overall GPA. He is 
one of six intercollegiate athletes majoring in aeronauti-
cal engineering and ranks first in that group.

In addition, diver Rachel Kennedy has excelled academically and we’re 
awaiting word on her academic awards. She has a 3.93 grade point average 
and ranks No. 4 overall in academics at the Academy. She also has a No. 2 
military ranking and is the top cadet in her major.

The athletic department staff will continue to work diligently at find-
ing creative ways for our programs to meet our mission. We must be suc-
cessful, our cadet-athletes deserve it, and we will deliver it. Our staff will 
do whatever is necessary to ensure this success. We have always believed 
that there is no better leadership and character building factory than 
intercollegiate athletics, particularly in the face of so much adversity both 
on the field and off.

We do, however, need the help of our support base now more than ever. 
We developed the Air Force Academy Athletic Corporation (AFAAC), 
which started official operations July 1, 2013. With the ever-changing and 
increasingly expensive intercollegiate sports world, our old way of doing 
business couldn’t keep up. We changed our old non-appropriated fund 
instrumentality (NAFI) into a Colorado non-profit corporation to allow 
us to stay competitive moving forward. This model allows us to fundraise 
to support operational expenses, facility upgrades and keeping our pro-
grams at competitive levels in the face of declining government funding. 

We need to migrate to a new (at least for us) private-public funding 
model, and we have the vehicle to do that. The gifts can go directly to 
support intercollegiate programs. This can help with additional staffing, 
upgrades, and competitive opportunities. If you’re an alumni or a fan that 
wants to step up and support the sport you played, or one you enjoy 
watching, you can now do that. I urge you to visit our website (goair-
forcefalcons.com) or reach out to our AFAAC offices at 719-333-2626. 

Air Force Athletics and our great cadet athletes will continue to make 
you proud. We will continue to do our part in producing the greatest 
leaders of character for our Air Force and nation, and now more than ever 
we need our fan base to help us achieve that goal.  
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WHY WE SERVEWHY WE SERVE
WRITTEN AND PHOTOGRAPHED BY LEWIS CARLYLE

C1C Waruna Ambanpola  |  Sri Lanka

My father is in the service, and ever since I was young, I’ve always wanted to join the military and serve 
my country. Sri Lanka was involved in a civil war for over 26 years. Living through the war as a kid, I 
wanted to join the military to protect my nation. The Academy experience has been great. I’ve learned 
a lot and I’m very grateful for this opportunity, but I do miss home. I’m looking forward to going 
back and getting re-immersed into my country’s culture. Everything is different back in Sri Lanka, all 
the way down to the way we salute superior officers. After I graduate I will return to the Sri Lankan 
Air Force where I will have a 16 year commitment. I hope to be working with the Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle program.

C1C Chelsea Renfro  |  Quinlan, TX

In Texas, we have a lot of pride in our state and in the nation. I wanted to travel and I wanted to educate 
myself, but these things were not an option for me at the time. In 2005, I enlisted in the Air Force 
to become an intelligence analyst. I worked hard and got my associate degree while in the Air Force. 
One of my friends mentioned that I should apply to USAFA. Thinking that the Academy was too far 
out of my reach, I just took a shot at it and got selected. Being prior-enlisted, one of the most difficult 
challenges is being four years older than the rest of my classmates. Freshman year was a struggle for me 
because I was being led by cadets who had never deployed and never served. Now as a senior, I look 
back and the structure of the Academy all makes sense. I came here in hopes of becoming an intelli-
gence officer and much to my surprise, my prior experience had no weight whatsoever in determining 
my career path from here. All of my academics, military and athletic efforts have gone into determining 
which job I get, and I’m happy to say I’ll be going back into intelligence after graduation. I wanted this 
so badly, the Air Force can send me anywhere and I’m happy to serve.

C3C Rachel Powell  |   Athens, GA

When September 11th happened, even though I was a just a kid, I still remember feeling so helpless, 
and that I wanted to do something about it. My grandfather was a Naval test pilot, and reflecting back 
on some of his stories really got me thinking that the military was something I wanted to do with my 
future. I came to the Academy during summer seminar and absolutely fell in love with the place. I really 
like the structure and organization, and the campus is absolutely breathtaking.
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THE NATION 
THE WORLD

CAdeTS unveiL TheiR ReASonS foR AnSWeRinG TheiR nATion’S CALL
They come not only from across the nation, but around the world. Every cadet who makes the journey to the Air Force Academy has 
a unique story. Some seek adventure and the thrill of someday taking a seat in the cockpit while others simply yearn to give back to 
the country they call home. Whatever the reason, the Cadet Wing continues to honor the proud tradition of the Long Blue Line...

ACROSS

C2C Aleks Akiyama  |   honolulu, hi

I chose to come to the Air Force Academy so that I could be surrounded by the top young men and women 
in our nation. Everyone here is such a high caliber and we are constantly pushing each other to be the best. 
Even when times get difficult, we have people around us to lift us up and encourage us to be better. Having 
lived in South Korea for a few years, I saw first hand how their lifestyle is based on education. In many 
cases, the rest of your life is determined by how well you do in school. That’s not necessarily the case here 
in America. People in America have the ability to make opportunities for themselves regardless of how they 
did in school. Having the chance to defend that form of freedom is unlike any other.

C2C Alison Weiss  |   falls Church, vA

I joined the Air Force Academy because I’ve grown up in the military environment all my life. My dad has 
been an awesome roll model and leader for me and through him I’ve had the chance to see how great the 
Air Force is. It’s a wonderful organization, not only to the officers and airmen, but also to the families of 
those who serve. When my dad was deployed, the other Air Force families at our station always helped take 
care of me. It’s a really supportive environment. This is the kind of dedication that I want to be a part of.

C1C ethan Salgado  |  Los Angeles, CA

My father’s family immigrated to America from Mexico. I’m grateful for the opportunities I’ve had here 
in the United States and I’m very eager to protect that for other people. Growing up, my family did not 
have enough money to send me to college so I knew I would have to find my own way. When I was twelve 
years old, my brother came to the Academy and I’ve always looked up to him. His path was a light in the 
distance that I always wanted to follow. For me, the reasons for joining the Academy are not as important 
as the reasons for staying. Both airmen and officers have to sacrifice a lot to serve in the military. The Acad-
emy has taught me that I have the mental fortitude and the spiritual strength to face challenges and protect 
the American public in a way that not everyone has the ability to do. I’ve chosen to stay here because the 
Academy has developed me into the kind of person that our country needs, and I’m very grateful for that.

C4C Bjorn nielsen  |  West Lafayette, in

I was really looking for a physical as well as academic challenge in a college, which made the Academy a 
perfect fit. This is a great place to learn, develop and grow as a leader. Some of the toughest challenges this 
place presents is just staying on top of everything, being everywhere you need to be at a given time. Learning 
to balance everything and pour your best effort into everything you do has been a great character building 
trait for me. 
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Waldo F. Dumbsquat cautiously peeked 
out the door. Hell Week was in session 
and the doolie did not want to attract 

any attention. He craned his neck to see the uniform lights hung 
in the hallway. Fortunately, the CQ was frantically searching for 
the trunk room key and didn’t notice the freshman’s head pro-
truding from the alcove. Waldo ducked back into his three-man 
dorm room and breathed a sigh of relief.

“What’s the uniform for the Noon Meal?” asked Warren Heels.
Waldo frowned.
“I only got a glance at the lights, but it’s either A-jackets and 

parkas or raincoats under-arms.”
“None of that makes sense!”
“We are talking about Command Post here,” replied 

Waldo defensively.
“Give me a tuck, Waldo. My gig line is way out of 35-10,” 

begged Warren Heels as he practiced tucking in his chin. 
C/4C “Regs” Buch, breathless, burst through the door.
“I hate … having PE … before lunch. Especially when I have 

to be … a minute caller! I wish I had … fourth period free.”
“Well,” chortled Warren, “if you had declared academic probation 

as your major like I did, you would have plenty of free periods!”
“I can cover a couple of minutes for you,” volunteered 

Waldo bravely.
“Thanks, Waldo, but it’s Hell Week! You can’t go out there 

looking like that—it would be death by squat thrusts!”

“Looking like what?”
“Well you have a worn spot on your trou where your textbooks 

have rubbed,” Regs informed him.
Waldo smiled knowingly and moved to his desk. Opening a 

drawer, he pulled out a blue magic marker and expertly dyed the 
offending white spot.

“My element sergeant taught me that trick.”
Waldo then donned his athletic jacket. The purple color 

clashed somewhat with his uniform, but he didn’t care. The 
cool looking jacket was one of the reasons he had come to the 
Academy. After carefully folding the gray scarf around his neck, 
Waldo pulled on his gray leather gloves—saving the pointed 
parka for last.

“Sir, there are five minutes until the Noon Meal Forma-
tion. The uniform is Winter Service Charlie, wheel caps, athletic 
jackets, parkas, hoods worn down, and gray leather gloves. The 
meal is mystery meat, tater tots, green beans, strawberry barbar-
ian, and fruit punch. I say again. There are four minutes until the 
Noon Meal Formation!”

“Hey, dumb smack!” bellowed the CQ.
“Sir, may I make a statement?”
“What is it?”
“Sir, the name is Dumbsquat.”
Waldo’s correction was lost on the three smoke. 
“Well, wad, why are you wearing that uniform?”

BY don hall ’76

The Secret Life of 

Waldo F. Dumbsquat

C/4C
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“Sir, I’d be naked, if I didn’t.”
“What’s the number to your phone booth, Mister?” the third-

classman ranted. “The uniform is suppose to be Summer Service 
Echo! Start calling it correctly! What a tie-up!”

Waldo was shocked. Command Post had struck again. The 
horror was that most of the freshmen were already in the form-
up area and wearing the wrong uniform! Something had to be 
done or the freshmen would be flamed!

As the author would have it, a pay phone rang and the CQ 
sprinted down to the SAR. Waldo ducked into a latrine and 
uttered the magic words “Mitch’s Mountain.” Instantly, the 
doolie transformed into Colonel Dumbsquat, a man who wrote 
Captain America’s Officer Performance Report. He confidently 
moved to the CQ desk and dialed Command Post on the phone.

“Listen up, this is Colonel Dumbsquat speaking. Change the 
uniform to Zulu and instruct the Wing to proceed individually 
to the meal! That is all. Dumbsquat out.”

A startled Command Post detail made the announcement 
and delighted cadets made their way to the dining hall. Waldo 
mutated mysteriously into his puny Fourthclass self. The CQ 
stopped him in the hall with one word.

“Stop!”
“Yes, sir!”
“Something strange is going on here. Wasn’t there a full bull 

colonel standing right there a moment ago?”
Waldo’s heart skipped a beat. Had his secret finally been dis-

covered? And by a Thirdclassman at that?
“Yes, Sir,” said the doolie shakily.
“Then next time call the squadron to attention!”
Waldo sighed.

“By your leave, Sir!” Waldo sounded off.
“Post away silently, wad,” ordered the CQ. “Speed out or you’ll 

miss the announcements.”
Relieved, Waldo squared the corner at the mirrors and hurried 

down the stairs. Exiting the stairwell, the freshman stepped into a 
dense, wet fog that made the marble strip dangerously slick. The 
fog was as thick as a blue class blanket, but Waldo ran past the 
ghostly outline of an aircraft, so he was confident he would be in 
Mitchell Hall soon.

Suddenly, Waldo double-timed out of the mist and came to 
a full stop. The marble strips of the Terrazzo had given way to 
wood flooring. Somehow he now stood in the warmly famil-
iar surroundings of his kitchen back home. Sunlight streamed 
through an open window while a little bird with a yellow bill 
sat perched on the sill. A pecan pie sat cooling on the counter 
and Shepherd’s Pie simmered on the stove. Slightly confused, 
Waldo looked down at his clothes. Gone were the winter wear, 
the wrinkled blue shirt, name tag, and blue pants with the frayed 
pocket. Instead, he wore the mismatched civilian clothes of his 
high schools days. 

“This looks like my quasi-official uniform,” Waldo thought out loud.
“Well, my goodness,” said Waldo’s mother as she entered the 

kitchen. “Is it that time again already?” 
“Mom! What am I doing here?”
“What are you talking about, Silly?” she asked. Then she real-

ized what had happened. “I’m sorry, dear. I forgot you get a little 
turned around when you come through the mist. I just went out 
to get the mail. Can you believe a spider lives in our mailbox? 
Well, the letter came for you today.”

The Letter.
With trembling hands, Waldo took the official looking enve-

lope and opened it.
Mr. Waldo F. Dumbsquat
1976 Smiler Lane
Hometown, U.S.A
 “It is my pleasure to offer you an appointment to the United States 

Air Force Academy … ”
It was signed by the Superintendent … as it was every time. 

Waldo groaned. He had been getting this tough assignment for 
over 40 years.

“Am I cursed, Mom? Like the Flying Dutchman?” asked Waldo 
plaintively.

“Oh, no, Dear!” The woman reached out and hugged him.
“What if I don’t go this time?” suggested Waldo, a hint of 

desperation in his voice. “Or maybe I could go somewhere easy—
like Annapolis!”

His mother smiled proudly, a tear appeared in her eye. It was never 
easy to let her son leave. She treasured these brief moments with her 
Waldo … and she really looked forward to Parents Weekend. 

“You are so very important to the Academy. The doolies need a 
champion, Waldo. It’s your duty to go,” she said. “Besides, what 
would Regs and Warren do without you?”

Waldo sighed. In his heart he knew she was right.
He kissed his mom on the cheek and, executing a perfect about 

face, walked back into the mist.  
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A proud trAdition
“not every athlete is a cadet, but every cadet is an athlete.”

lt. col. (ret.) steven A. simon ’77

This statement symbolizes the Air Force Academy’s approach to physical 
fitness and athletics. From the moment of arrival at the 7,000 feet above-
sea-level campus for Basic Cadet Training until the hat toss at graduation 
four years later, a cadet faces grueling physical challenges. This is especially 
true for the Academy’s intercollegiate athletes.

Athletic stardom on the field, court or rink is not a prerequisite for 
acceptance into the Academy, but a basic level of athletic ability certainly 
is. The admissions office considers athletic participation a key component 
of its selection criteria. To further accentuate this point, every prospec-
tive cadet must pass a physical fitness test to remain eligible for entry. The 
reason is simple: to admit an unfit individual would be setting that cadet 
up for failure.

Athletic stardom is not a prime consideration for the Academy, but it 
has never been ignored either. Major Eugene F. Miranda, writing in “The 
United States Air Force Academy’s First Twenty Five Years,” quoted the 
Academy’s first Superintendent, Lieutenant General Hubert R. Harmon 
as saying, while the Academy seeks young men who have “intelligence, 
personality, and leadership … we will not exclude a young man simply 
because he happens to have a little athletic prowess.” Though said tongue-
in-cheek, General Harmon expressed the Academy’s desire to eventually 
field competitive athletic teams. His vision was to grow into intercollegiate 
athletics as the school matured.  w

usafa.org94



’
baseball basketball football indoor track 
outdoor track ice hockey wrestling soccer 
swimming tennis gymnastics golf pistol rifle 
fencing skiing lacrosse water polo boxing 
baseball basketball football indoor track 
outdoor track ice hockey wrestling soccer 
swimming tennis gymnastics golf pistol rifle 
fencing skiing lacrosse water polo boxing 
baseball basketball football indoor track 
outdoor track ice hockey wrestling soccer 
swimming tennis gymnastics golf pistol rifle 
fencing skiing lacrosse water polo boxing 
baseball basketball football indoor track 
outdoor track ice hockey wrestling soccer 
swimming tennis gymnastics golf pistol rifle 
fencing skiing lacrosse water polo boxing 
baseball basketball football indoor track 
outdoor track ice hockey wrestling soccer 
swimming tennis gymnastics golf pistol rifle 
fencing skiing lacrosse water polo boxing 
baseball basketball football indoor track 
outdoor track ice hockey wrestling soccer 
swimming tennis gymnastics golf pistol rifle 
fencing skiing lacrosse water polo boxing

A proud trAdition
lt. col. (ret.) steven A. simon ’77

On the fields of 
friendly strife are 
sown the seeds 

that on other days 
and other fields 

will bear the 
fruits of victory. 
–General douglas macArthur
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Air Force AcAdemy hAll oF FAme
2013
n Karen (Burton) Reeder ’84, swimming, 16-time NCAA 

Division II All-American
n Fisher DeBerry, coach, head football coach, 1984-06
n Parke Hinman ’64, basketball, football, baseball and track, 

first four-sport lettermen at the Academy
n Eric Mack ’96, track, six-time conference champion and 

three-time All-American
n Patty (Gillette) Martinez ’83, swimming, six-time NCAA 

Division II individual national champion
n Carlton McDonald ’93, football, consensus All-American in 

1992 and Thorpe Award runner-up

2011
n Jim Conboy, athletic administration, head athletic trainer, 

1955-98
n Gail (Gray) Conway ’84, track, two-time national champion 
n Chuck Delich ’77, ice hockey, school’s all-time leading scorer
n Bob Nieman ’70, swimming, two-time All-American
n Scott Thomas ’86, football, consensus All-American in 1985

2009
n Jim Bowman, athletic administration, former coach and 

administrator, 1958-2007
n Callie (Molloy) Calhoun ’91, track, multiple All-American 

and national champion
n Dee Dowis ’90, football, 1989 Heisman Trophy finalist
n Ernie Jennings ’71, football, 1970 consensus football All-

American
n Terry Isaacson ’64, wrestling/football, three-time wrestling 

All-American
n Ben Martin, coach, head football coach, 1958-77

2007
n Alonzo Babers ’83, track, 1984 Olympic Gold Medalist, All-

American in track in 1983
n Bob Beckel ’59, men’s basketball, 1959 Helms All-American
n John Clune, athletics administration, Director of Athletics, 

1975-91
n Chad Hennings ’88, football, 1987 consensus football All-

American and Outland Trophy winner
n Michelle Johnson ’81, women’s basketball, 1995 CoSIDA 

Academic All-American
n Brock Strom ’59, football, 1958 consensus All-American

Lieutenant Colonel Robert W. 
Whitlow, the Academy’s first director 
of athletics, was charged with putting 
the vision into practice. He set about 
his task with perhaps a little too much 
zeal. He irritated General Harmon 
and the academic staff with his decla-
ration that, “The national reputation 
of an educational institution is rarely 
determined by academic achievement, 
but by athletic victories which are 
highlighted in the public eye by the 
newspapers, radio and television.” On 
General Harmon’s orders, Colonel 
Whitlow retracted his statement, then 
went about building the program.

Early in his tenure, Whitlow 
visited and studied several col-
lege and university programs, to 
include those at West Point and 
Annapolis. He settled on a wide 
range of sports: baseball, basketball, 
football, indoor track, outdoor 
track, ice hockey, wrestling, soccer, 
swimming, tennis, gymnastics, golf, 
pistol, rifle, fencing, and skiing. 
Sports have been dropped (pistol 
and skiing) and added (lacrosse, 
water polo and boxing) throughout 
the years, but the program remains 
remarkably similar to that enacted 
in the Academy’s infancy.

Whitlow had to contend with a 
number of obstacles, among them: 
a small number of athletes, identify-
ing and scheduling opponents for 

his yet unformed teams, arranging 
travel to out-of-town contests, and 
the lack of facilities. Using persua-
sion, recruiting skill, rented facili-
ties and staff officers who coached 
part-time, the Academy was able 
to overcome these difficulties. For 
the first year, the teams played 
whenever possible against other 
freshman-only teams. In 1956-
1957, after being accepted into 
the National Collegiate Athletic 

Association (NCAA), they com-
peted with varsity teams that were 
comprised of the upper three classes 
of students. Success came quickly, 
as the combined varsity record was 
93-64-4, a .590 winning percent-
age. Freshman wrestler Charles 
Zaleski, Class of 1959, was the first 
Academy athlete to win a non-
freshman championship, while the 
fencing team won the Academy’s 
first team championship. The fol-

Falcon quarterback Rich Mayo ’61 tosses a pass during the first meeting between Air Force and 
Army. The game ended in a 13-13 tie at Yankee Stadium, October 31, 1959.

All sports 
tradition at the 
Academy now 
starts with this 

game. no matter 
what happens 
to the rest of 

the season or in 
seasons to come, 

they’ll still go 
back to this game 

in iowa city 
when the AFA 

made its mark in 
the face of great 

odds.
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lowing year, soccer and rifle posted 
the Academy’s first undefeated 
seasons and, in 1958, rifleman Bob 
Siteman, Class of 1959, became the 
Academy’s first All-American.

Colonel Whitlow saw football, with 
its large national following, as the 
fastest way for the Air Force Academy 
to establish its athletic reputation. He 
had the team, which he coached, play 
a game less than three months after 
the Academy began operations. The 
players responded, beating the Univer-
sity of Denver freshmen 34-18. The 
next year, the Academy started varsity 
competition. On September 29, 
1956, the same day the soccer team 
began competing, the football team 
played San Diego University. One 
unique aspect of this game is that it 
matched two teams playing their first 
varsity games ever. USAFA won 46-0.

Colonel Whitlow was reassigned 
in June 1957, but the football team 
continued to progress under the 
direction of Buck Shaw and then Ben 
Martin. Ironically, three of the Acad-
emy’s most important and influential 
games resulted in ties. On October 
4, 1958, under newly hired coach 
Ben Martin, who would coach at the 
Academy for twenty years, the Falcons 
played against the Big Ten champion 
Iowa Hawkeyes. Reporter Bob Collins 
wrote in the Rocky Mountain News, 
“The score was 13-13 and the result 
transcends sports in its effects on the 
Academy. All sports tradition at the 
Academy now starts with this game. 
No matter what happens to the rest 
of the season or in seasons to come, 
they’ll still go back to this game in 
Iowa City when the AFA made its 
mark in the face of great odds.”

The rest of that season, in fact, 
was tremendous. The Academy 
recorded its first and only unde-
feated season. The season culmi-
nated with another tie, 0 – 0, in the 
Cotton Bowl against Texas Chris-
tian University. The Air Force team 
was ranked as high as sixth in the 
nation, an unprecedented achieve-
ment for a school that had yet to 
have a class graduate. Tackle Brock 
Strom, Class of 1959, became the 
first cadet to earn All-American 
distinction in football.

The third tie, an eerily appropri-
ate 13-13 result against Army in 
New York City’s Yankee Stadium on 
Halloween 1959, marked the Air 
Force Academy’s first football game 
against a sister Service academy 
(they would play Navy for the first 
time the following season.) Those 
inter-service games were a long 
time coming, as Academy officials 
had been trying to schedule Army 
and Navy since the beginning. 
The Army’s legendary coach, Red 
Blaik, had refused the suggestion 
of a home-and-home series, citing 
Air Force’s altitude as a factor. Don 
Barrett, who conducted extensive 
historical research into Academy 
athletics, writes that the Army’s 
refusal “met with derision from 
columnists that they ‘hoped Army 
never had to fight a war above sea 
level.’” Army didn’t make its first 
appearance at the Academy until 
1967, the year after Navy’s initial 
foray into altitude.

The move from Lowry AFB to 
Colorado Springs promised eventual 
relief from the facilities problem. Until 
the facilities were complete, however, 
cadets continued to make do. They 
brought in mats and wrestled in a 
library study room. They swam at the 
community center pool. Track athletes 
ran in the hallways of the academic 
building after classes were finished for 
the day. The football team continued 
to play its “home” games in Denver 
and other sites around Colorado.

Finally, construction crews 
completed the athletic facilities. 
The Cadet Gymnasium, which has 
been expanded several times since, 
opened in 1959. This building 
finally provided the indoor courts, 
pools and common-use areas, 
not to mention locker rooms, the 
athletes had been lacking. Outside, 
143 acres of athletic fields spread 
to the west and north of the gym. 
The privately funded 18-hole golf 
course, later dedicated to Dwight 
Eisenhower, was also opened in 
1959. The course was expanded 
to 36 holes in 1976. In 1962, the 
privately funded Falcon Stadium 
was opened, giving the football 
team a home field. Initial plans to 

Top: President Dwight 
Eisenhower at the 
dedication ceremony for 
the Air Force Academy  
golf course named in 
his honor, July 8, 1963. 

Below: Three time Super 
Bowl champion Chad 
Hennings ’88 with First 
Lady Nancy Reagan.

the privately 
funded 18-hole 

golf course, 
later dedicated 
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opened in 1959. 
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place it near the Cadet Area were 
rejected in deference to another 
site which featured a cost-saving 
natural bowl. The opening game, 
a 34-0 win over Colorado State, 
was responsible for what Eugene 
Miranda called “the largest traf-
fic jam in the history of Colorado 
with cars backed up to Pueblo on 
the south and Castle Rock on the 
north.” The Cadet Field House was 
completed in 1968. This vital piece 
of the facilities pie features a hockey 
rink, varsity basketball court and 
indoor common use field with an 
artificial surface field and a six-laps-
per-mile track. More recently, the 
Holaday Athletic Center was dedi-
cated in July 2011. This impressive 
92,000-square-foot indoor facility 
allows athletes from multiple sports 
to avoid practice delays due to 
inclement weather and other factors.  

Athletic Director Colonel 
Edmund A. Rafalko “adopted a 
4-4-2 philosophy for football,” 
according to Barrett. While this 
sounds like an alignment scheme 

for the defense, it’s not. Rather, it 
was his plan to balance success on 
the field with success in the finan-
cial ledger. He envisioned schedul-
ing four games against teams the 
Academy might beat, four against 
teams the Academy should beat, and 
two for money. In addition, he was 
committed to regularly scheduling 
Army and Navy.

Despite Rafalko’s efforts, and 
those of other athletic directors, 
football coaches and administrators, 
Air Force’s inter-service participa-
tion was still somewhat hit or 
miss—until 1972, when the schools 
agreed to annual games. General 
George B. Simler, a former Air 
Force Academy Athletic Director, 
suggested the winner of the annual 
round-robin receive a trophy. The 
Air Force Academy Association of 
Graduates picked up on the idea 
and offered its sister organizations the 
opportunity for joint sponsorship of 
the trophy, which they accepted. The 
result is 2 feet 6 inch tall, 170 pound, 
three-sided trophy named in honor 

Top: Superintendent Lt. 
Gen. Michelle Johnson ’81 

remains the number two 
scorer in Academy women’s 

basketball history.

Middle: The 2003-2004 
men’s basketball team won 
the Mountain West Confer-

ence and made the NCAA 
tournament for the first time 

since 1962. 

Bottom Right: Former javelin 
thrower Dana (Pounds) Lyon 
’06 is one of the Academy’s 

greatest athletes. 

’
Air Force still 

holds the all-time 
lead, having won  
the Commander-
in-Chief’s Trophy 
eighteen times, to 

Navy’s fourteen 
and Army’s six. 
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’
of the ultimate military leader, the 
Commander-in-Chief.

Army won the inaugural 
Commander-in-Chief ’s trophy, 
but Navy enjoyed the most early 
success, winning five of the next 
nine titles. Air Force won for the 
first time in 1982, then traded 
the Trophy with Army every 
year between 1983 and 1988. 
Since then, the traveling trophy 
has done precious little travel-
ing, as the Falcons, and then the 
Midshipmen, became dominant. 
Between 1997 and 2002, in fact, 
the only traveling it did was 
between the Air Force Academy 
and the White House in Wash-
ington D.C., where the President 
presents the Trophy to the senior 
members of the victorious team. 
Navy then bettered Air Force’s six 
year streak, winning seven straight 
times between 2003 and 2009. 
Air Force recaptured the Trophy 
in 2010 and 2011, but it’s been 
in Annapolis since. Poor Army 
hasn’t won the Trophy since 1996. 
In all, Air Force still holds the all-
time lead, having won it eighteen 
times, to Navy’s fourteen and 
Army’s six. There have been four 
ties—in those years, the previous 
winner retains physical possession.

As with every other aspect of 
the Academy, the 1976 addi-
tion of women had a profound 
impact on intercollegiate athletics. 
Women’s teams were established in 
cross-country, volleyball, basket-
ball, fencing, gymnastics, indoor 
track, swimming, tennis, golf, and 
outdoor track. Since then, women’s 
golf has been dropped and varsity 
soccer was added in 1992. Like 
the men’s program twenty years 
before, women’s teams enjoyed 
early success, with the cross-
country and swimming teams 
posting undefeated seasons during 
the 1978-1979 school year. The 
cross-country team did even better 
the following year under coach 
Ernie Cunliffe, taking the Associa-
tion for Intercollegiate Athletics 
for Women (AIAW) Division II 
National Championship. Since 1 
July 1996, the women have com-
peted at the Division I level against 

the largest schools in the nation.
In addition to overseeing the 

women’s programs through 
their early years, Athletic Direc-
tor Colonel John J. Clune was 
also involved in one of the most 
significant changes in service 
academy athletic annals. While 
Army and Navy had remained 
independent throughout their 
long and storied histories, Air 
Force made the move to join the 
Western Athletic Conference 
(WAC) in 1980. Academy officials 
thought conference membership 
would help foster intense local 
rivalries with teams of similar 
abilities, as well as providing the 
opportunity for male and female 
cadets to compete for conference 
championships and all-conference 
honors. Conference membership 
would also provide better oppor-
tunities for post-season appear-
ances and increased television 
revenue and exposure.

The decision to join the WAC 
roughly coincided with the football 
team’s decision to run the triple 
option “wishbone” offense. Brought 
in by head coach Ken Hatfield and 
his offensive coordinator Fisher 
DeBerry, this flexible offense plays 
away from the Academy athletes’ 
relative weaknesses (height and 
weight) and toward their strengths 
(speed, intelligence, and tenacity). 
In 1982, the football team ended a 
streak of eight straight losing sea-
sons by going 8-5. Included in the 
win total was the team’s first bowl 
game since 1971. The good times 
have continued under DeBerry, 
and then Troy Calhoun, Class of 
’89, the first Air Force Academy 
graduate to lead the program. The 
team went to post-season bowl 
games during Coach Calhoun’s 
first six seasons.

The decision to join the WAC 
proved wise, as Air Force teams 
enjoyed great success in the confer-

Track and Field athlete William 
Kent ’14 demonstrated integ-
rity first during a 2014 meet. 

like the men’s 
program twenty 

years before, 
women’s teams 
enjoyed early 

success.
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Left: Alonzo Babers won two gold medals at the 
1984 Olympic Games in Los Angeles. Gregg Popo-
vich ’70 was named NBA coach of the year for the 
third time in 2014.

ence. The wrestling team was the 
first Academy team to win an 
outright conference title, doing so 
in 1990-1991. The football team 
shared titles in 1985 and 1995, 
then won outright in 1998.

Unfortunately, the WAC’s 
gradual expansion to sixteen teams 
threatened Air Force’s core rival-
ries with teams such as Colorado 
State, New Mexico and Wyoming. 
Consequently, in 1998, eight WAC 
schools announced they would 
leave and form their own confer-
ence, the Mountain West Confer-
ence, the following year. Academy 
teams have continued to compete 
successfully in the new conference, 
with the men’s cross-country and 
track & field teams enjoying the 
most success.

No Academy program has had 
a more successful run of NCAA 
participation than the ice hockey 
teams of the past few years. 
Between 2007 and 2012, the 
team, as champions of the Atlantic 
Hockey Association, made five 
NCAA tournament appearances.

On an individual level, Dana 
(Pounds) Lyon, Class of 2006, 
won the national javelin title at the 
2005 NCAA Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships in Sacra-
mento, California. She became the 
Academy’s first female Division I 
national champion, and the first 
track and field champion since 
Callie Calhoun, Class of 1991, won 
the 10,000 meter title at the 1991 
Division II national meet. The fol-
lowing year, Pounds defended her 
javelin title, becoming the Acad-
emy’s first back-to-back champion 
at the Division I level.

The NCAA recognized Academy 
athletes for more than just their 
physical prowess. In the past few 
years, two cadets demonstrated 
the character evident in Air Force 
Academy cadets, both winning the 
NCAA Student-Athlete Sports-
manship Award: During the 2008 
Junior Men’s Epee World Cup in 
Basel, Switzerland, Peter French, 
Class of 2010, struck the floor 
in an attempt for his opponent’s 
foot. The scoring director awarded 

a point to French. Immediately, 
French acknowledged the scoring 
mistake and asked that the point be 
removed from his score, a gesture 
not usually exhibited in interna-
tional competition.

During a meet in February 
2014, track and field athlete Wil-
liam Kent, Class of ’14, saw that 
his weight throw toss had been 
measured at 19.55 meters, a throw 
that would have been an Academy 
record and qualified him for the 
NCAA Indoor Track and Field  
Championships. Knowing he did 
not throw that far, he approached 
the official to ensure the correct 
distance was recorded. Initially, the 
official insisted the distance was 
accurate, but upon further discus-
sion with Kent, he lowered the 
mark to 18.55 meters.

Air Force Academy scholar-
athletes have also fared well in 
the sports world after graduation, 
reflecting credit back on their 
alma mater. Ten Air Force Acad-
emy graduates have participated 
in the Olympic Games. In 1976, ’

no Academy 
program has 
had a more 
successful 

run of NCAA 
participation 
than the ice 

hockey teams 
of the past few 

years.
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Class of 1970 graduate Robert 
Nieman became the first Acad-
emy graduate to compete in the 
Olympic Games, in the Modern 
Pentathlon. Three years later, he 
became the first American to win 
the International Modern Pen-
tathlon Individual World Cham-
pionship. Class of 1983 graduate 
Alonzo Babers won two track gold 
medals (in the 400 meters and 
the 4-by-400 meter relay) at the 
1984 Olympic Summer Games 
in Los Angeles. Men’s epee fencer 
Seth Kelsey ’03 has participated in 
three Olympic Games, finishing 
a tantalizing fourth place at the 
2012 games in London. 

The Academy has had multiple 
athletes drafted by Major League 
Soccer and Major League Baseball. 
Most recently, Garrett Custons ’13 
was drafted in the 10th round of 
the 2013 MLB draft by the Toronto 

Blue Jays. Former Falcon soccer 
player Kevin Durr ’13 was drafted 
by Seattle Sounders FC with the 
16th pick in the 2013 MLS supple-
mental draft. 

In pro football, 1988 graduate 
Chad Hennings starred at defen-
sive end for the Dallas Cowboys, 
winning three Super Bowl Cham-
pionships (1993, 1994, and 1996). 
He and Bryce Fisher ’99 (Seattle 
Seahawks, 2006) are the only 
two Air Force Academy gradu-
ates to play in the Super Bowl. 
Gregg Popovich, Class of 1970, 
has excelled as head coach for the 
San Antonio Spurs of the National 
Basketball Association, winning 
four NBA championships and three 
Coach of the Year Awards, includ-
ing in 2014.

Today, General Harmon’s original 
vision for athletic success within the 
constraints of the Academy curricu-

lum continues to be realized. The 
Academy currently fields 17 men’s 
and 10 women’s teams. The scholar-
athletes who make up the Air Force 
Academy intercollegiate teams are 
among the Academy’s most visible 
and most valuable representatives, 
demonstrating the skill, sportsman-
ship, and high caliber which will 
make them successful officers in the 
United States Air Force.  
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GX Grad ExchanGE

The owners of Jack Quinn’s Irish Pub and Restaurant 
toast the United States Air Force Academy

 and its graduates for sixty years of extraordinary
 service to our country. Slainté!

Please visit our beautiful and authentic Irish pub located at 
21 South Tejon in downtown Colorado Springs.

Bill Sasz ‘68   Eric Howell ‘71
   Bob Denny ‘68   Bob Johnston ‘68

(719) 385-0766 www.jackquinnspub.com

Denny Shupe, USAFA Class of ‘76, Partner
dshupe@schnader.com 

www.schnader.com
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  GEORGIA PARENTS CLUB 

Offers Air Force Academy 

  Tervis Tumblers & Lids 
      Tervis Water Bottle                        

    Plus Clear Stadium Bags 
      and Air Force Napkins   

   Visit www.usafagapc.org for complete description of  
        our great products and information on ordering. 

 

                        

 

 
                           USAFA Georgia Parents Club Member 
                                    Fritz Heck USAFA 87 
 
 

 

 

 



The

Anniversary

A list of iconic pop culture, inventions, events and 
people celebrating a 60th birthday in 2014.

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka

Baltimore Orioles
Fender Stratocaster

20,000 Leagues Under the Sea

Humane Society of the United States

The Tonight Show on NBC

Rock ‘n’ Roll
Condoleezza Rice

 Zippered Storage Bags

Swanson TV Dinner
The first national color television broadcast 

(Tournament of Roses Parade)

The Tasmanian Devil cartoon 

The NBA’s 24-Second Shot Clock 

Oprah Winfrey
Coastal Carolina University

The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the 
Ring by J.R.R. Tolkien

The first successful kidney transplant
Peanut M&Ms

Sports Illustrated



105

Conrad Michael “Casey” Kay passed away on March 18, 2014 when 
the bicycle he was riding was struck by a car. He was born in Santa Fe, 
N.M. to Arthur and Selma Kay and raised in Taos. Casey came to the 
Academy after three years at the New Mexico Military Institute. At the 
Academy he starred as a gymnast and cheerleader. After graduation 
came pilot training and a stint as an Instructor Pilot at Webb AFB. There 

he met and married the love of his life, 
Rosalind Rubinow. They celebrated 
their 50th Anniversary in December.

Just a year after Casey and Roz were 
married he was off to Vietnam as an IP 
for the Vietnam Air Force. Apparently 
the likelihood of future remote assign-
ments did not sit so well with Casey 
because upon his return he signed on 
with American Airlines. That change of 
careers probably went well with Roz and 
their two daughters, Jennifer and Rachel. 
It also suited Casey’s love of flying.

Casey wanted to experience flying 
of any kind. In the ’70s he was a mem-
ber of the International Aerobatic Club 
and a judge for the International Aero-
batics championships in the Soviet 

Union in 1976. He served as the manager/treasurer of the American 
team. Later he joined the Texas Soaring Association (TSA) flying both 
sailplanes and tow aircraft. 

When he began flying for Mercy Med Flight as a pilot and Chief of Op-
erations he combined his instincts to volunteer with his love of flying. 
But he didn’t limit his volunteering to things involving flying. He tutored 
adults with reading difficulties and was involved with reading for the 
blind and disadvantaged persons and recording newspapers and books 
for both adults and children. With that kind of resume it is no surprise 
that Casey was honored by Governor Rick Perry with the presentation of 
the 2004 Volunteer of the Year Award.

In his spare time Casey loved his Texas Rangers and his motorcycle. 
He was known to drive the motorcycle down to Houston from Dallas 
just to get together with a few classmates. 

The words of his friends tell everything: “Casey was the quiet one, 
but he always seemed very sensitive and polite to everyone he met. He 
wasn’t a bragger – he was a great listener and thinker.”  “He was one of 
the nicest guys you could ever hope to meet; a pilot with flight in his 
soul, and he gave a huge effort to make TSA a safer place.”  “Casey was 
the kindest, most generous, caring and compassionate person I ever 
met. He had the gift of words and the heart of a poet.”

A classmate put it all together. “I don’t think many in our class real-
ize what an amazing guy Casey was. From competing nationally on his 
unicycle, to riding motorcycles long distances, to riding both his recum-
bent and road bikes for 100-mile rides. Aviation: traveling with the USA 
Aerobatic team, to flying air ambulance flights, to the present of towing 
and flying sailplanes. He was definitely one of the top aviators of our 
class. On top of all that, he was on the top of my list as one of the most 
considerate and nicest guys I’ve known.”

Preceding him in death are his parents and sister Eva Jolton. Those 
left to cherish his memory are beloved wife, Rosalind Kay; two daugh-
ters, Jennifer Kay (Steve Lord) and Rachel Kay. He leaves two wonderful 
grandsons who he loved dearly, Jonathan and David Lord.

He will be remembered.  (Casey’s family, friends and Ed Josephson, ’59) 

Marvin W. Buss, ’59

Gone 
But Not Forgotten

For more current information about 
graduate deaths, please visit the AOG 

web site. www.usafa.org.
If you know of a graduate’s death, please notify the AOG as 

soon as possible.  There have been cases in which the associa-
tion was not informed in a timely manner.

Conrad M. “Casey” Kay, ’59

June 2014
Checkpoints 
Online Edition

Marvin Wayne Buss passed away with courage and grace at home 
Feb. 10, 2014.

He grew up in Holton, Kans. the youngest of five children of George 
and Kathryn Buss and graduated from Holton High School. After at-
tending Kansas University for two years, he found his way to the Air 
Force Academy. At the Academy, Marv was the rare individual who had 
the same roommate, Clark Lovrien, after Doolie summer to graduation. 
(In fact, after graduation they were roommates again in both Basic Pilot 
Training and Advanced Pilot Training.) At the Academy Marv was known 
as a tough competitor in sports who didn’t quit. He was an equally tough 
competitor in bridge, yet had a great sense of humor and a dry wit no 

matter the situation. Marv was smart, 
got good grades, enjoyed sports and 
loved the Austin Healy he got just be-
fore graduation. 

After graduating, Marv went to Ba-
sic Pilot Training at Webb AFB and 
Advanced at Stead AFB. Upon gradu-
ation from Stead, but before reporting 
to their first operational assignment, 
Marv and Clark checked in with their 
respective homes in Kansas and Wis-
consin and planned a trip to Rio de 
Janeiro. Before hitting the road again, 
they took their beautiful new sports 
cars and headed for the famous Road 
America racetrack.  It wasn’t open but 
that didn’t stop them and they found a 

way to get on the track and let it rip. What a grand time they had. Then 
it was onto Charleston S.C. for a MATS C-121 Constellation Space Avail-
able Embassy run to Rio and a great adventure.

After those grand adventures Marv reported to Lincoln AFB, Neb. 
where he met the love of his life and future wife, Lynn. 

In 1965 Marv graduated from the RAF Empire Test Pilot School and 
then did a two-year exchange with the RAF at their main testing base, 
Boscombe Down. Upon return to the U.S. he separated and went to 
work for a start-up company as a test pilot for their very innovative tan-
dem-rotor rigid-rotor helicopter. He later attended Kansas University 
and received his Master of Engineering degree. He worked as a civilian 
test pilot and engineer for the Army at Edwards AFB and in St. Louis. 

He was co-author of a series of engineering flight test publications 
on the AH-1G Huey Cobra covering everything from airworthiness and 
flight characteristics to specialized equipment such as the stabilized 
night sight.

The pride of his life was his three sons, their wives and his six grand-
children. Regular family trips to Kansas and Nebraska as well as coach-
ing and attending countless sporting events served to bind the family 
together. Marv and Lynn bought, remodeled and lived in several houses 
in St. Louis, and traveled extensively after retirement.

He will be remembered for his passionate interest in human rights and 
the environment, his curiosity about many things and the world around 
him, a taste for fine whiskey and good cars and a love for animals.  He 
will be greatly missed by his family and many friends.

Marv Buss

Marvin is survived by his wife of 50 years, Lynda Haynes Buss; chil-
dren Michael (Mary), Jonathan (Catherine), and Matthew (Jane), as well 
as their children. He is additionally survived by his siblings Edward Buss, 
Luella Dick and Leota Ester. (Marv’s family and classmates)

“Casey” Kay
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GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN (June 2014 Online Edition)

John J. Gaunt, Jr., ’59 

Arthur J. Lewis, ’60 

John Jefferson Gaunt, Jr. passed away on Feb. 25, 2014 losing his battle 
with cancer.  John was born in Little Rock, Ark. on Oct. 17, 1937 to John 
and Kathleen (Jones) Gaunt.  He was a proud member of the first gradu-
ating class of the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs.  During his ex-

tensive 22-year career in the military 
he received numerous medals, includ-
ing the Distinguished Flying Cross.

After retiring, John fostered his inter-
est in the viticulture industry by taking 
classes at UC Davis, and this knowledge 
led to working for Nevada City Winery 
and Solune Winery.  He will be missed 
by his many friends in the tasting rooms 
where he was known for his wonderful 
stories, wit, humor and ever-present 
friendly smile.

A resident of both Lake Wildwood 
and Grass Valley, he belonged to the 
Nevada County Travel Club, holding 
office there.  He is survived by his wife 
of 50 years, Lynne; daughter Kathleen 
(Daniel) Hoover; grandsons Austin and 

Conner; son John III (Patricia); granddaughter Samantha; brother William 
(Consuelo); and nephews Nicholas and Miles.  John was predeceased by 
sisters Phyllis and Elizabeth.  

A private family service was held in the Woodland City Cemetery, Ca-
lif. on April 26, 2014.  (John’s loving family)

John Gaunt

Jon R. Day, ’60 
Jon Roby Day joined the Class of 1960 from West Caldwell, N.J. in July of 

1956.  While at the Academy Jon became known to his classmates as a per-
son who would listen as a close friend and reply with an ever-present smile.  
At the Academy, he enjoyed playing bridge and the piano -- his rendition of 
“Autumn Leaves” was second to none and he would occasionally entertain 

the troops on Saturday night at Arnold 
Hall or the local pub. His main interest 
though, prior to April of our senior year 
– when they were legal, was hiding his 
’54 Ford from the Academy officials.  Jon 
graduated as a navigator and joined Tac-
tical Air Command to fly C-130s for the 
next four years.  

While stationed at Langley AFB, Va. 
he met his wife, Brenda.  They married 
in 1965 and began a family, consisting 
of Mark, who preceded Jon in death by 
some 10 years, and daughter Lisa Day 
Burbaugh, currently of New Smyrna 
Beach, Fla.

After several long night hours of soul-
searching Jon made the decision to fore-
go his Air Force career, follow a life-long 

dream, and take on four-plus years of poverty and sacrifice with his young 
wife, Brenda, to be a med student and intern.  He entered the University 
of Virginia Medical School in 1965. Graduating in 1969, he served as an in-
tern for the Panama Canal Company at Gorgas Hospital, Panama Canal, 
Panama.  He returned as a resident in Ophthalmology at the University 
of Virginia Hospital in Charlottesville, Va.  Dr. Day then established what 
would be his permanent practice as a board certified Ophthalmologist in 
Sanford and Orange City Florida for the next 25 years.  It was no surprise 
to those of us who knew him that he would quickly become recognized 
as a brilliant, respected eye surgeon who would touch thousands of his 
patient’s lives in a gentle positive and caring manner. 

After retirement he became a “gentleman farmer” raising chickens 
– hens -- for their lovely, turquoise, eggs -- still warm with skid marks -- 
which he lovingly shared with his friends. His little “chicken girls” lived 
in his “coop de minimum” which he designed and built himself.  Those 
who knew him soon became aware that when visited by Jon and Brenda, 
they could expect to receive a welcome gift of eggs rather than the usual 
gift of wine or flowers

Jon Day

His politics were somewhat to the right of Rush and his religious be-
liefs somewhat to the right of Billy.  As a member of Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church he also attended Markham Woods Presbyterian Church, where 
he played piano for the children’s Bible class and lent his talented voice 
as a stalwart member of the bass section of the choir.

Daily, Jon could be found on the local bike path as he worked to soft-
en the ravages of the previous mortal sins we all share.

Dr. Jon Roby Day passed away Monday, Nov. 18, 2013 at Central Flor-
ida Regional Hospital from complications of cancer, leaving his wife, 
Brenda, daughter Lisa, and grandson Kyle Eastman.  He will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him.  As we go about tallying up our own lives, 
we his classmates will all miss him but can find peace in sharing a small 
part of his life and the contributions he made to our nation and the so-
ciety he served so admirably.

God Speed Jon.  (Andi Biancur, with input from other classmates)

Arthur (Art) Joseph Lewis, 75, of Plano, TX, passed away Thursday, 
April 10th, 2014.

Born in Boston, Mass. on July 8, 1938, Art loved building WWII combat 
aircraft models as a boy.  This fascination led to an interest in the Air Force 
Academy in high school, and in 1956 he was appointed to the Academy’s 
second class. We, his classmates, quickly recognized his athletic skills as 

he excelled in every physical activity 
we were directed to perform.  Those 
athletic skills coupled with his strong 
competitiveness served as a hallmark 
to push each of us to perform at higher 
levels that initial summer.

Throughout next four years he de-
veloped as a strong military leader and 
student athlete, earning an engineer-
ing degree and competing as a gym-
nast and cheerleader. Following gradu-
ation, Art  decided to pursue a career in 
missiles.  After initial training, his first 
assignment was on a Titan II Combat 
Crew, 451st Strategic Missile Wing, Low-
ry Air Force Base.  His follow up assign-
ments included the 6555AerospTestWg 
Patrick Air Force Base and duty at Los 

Angeles Air Force Station.  Following Squadron Officers’ School, and 
graduate study at Harvard University, he completed his military career at 
Strategic Air Command Headquarters in Omaha, Neb.

It was in Omaha that Art met his wife, Patricia. They were married on 
April 17, 1971, and shared 43 wonderful years together.  One year later, 
in April 1972, Art resigned from military service as a Major, prepared to 
enter civilian life and begin a family. In 1976, he joined Hewlett-Packard 
in Waltham, Mass. where he managed medical instrument manufac-
ture.  Art and his family moved to Plano, Texas in 1981, where he was 
logistics manager for a telecom firm, called Intecom, for 22 years. As a 
manager, he was known for his work ethic, ingenuity, and his genuine 
warmth and caring.  

Art spent his retirement years enjoying his interest in computers, ac-
tively practicing his Christian faith by serving on prayer teams and oth-
er ministries in the United Methodist Church, tinkering with projects 
around his house (as well as his children’s houses!), and keeping up with 
colleagues and friends from both Intecom and the Air Force Academy. 

Most of all, in retirement Art devoted himself to spending time with 
his wife, children, and grandchildren. He was his grandchildren’s’ big-
gest fan and photographer, cheering for them at virtually every game 
and capturing images of their exploits. Art loved to laugh and had a great 
sense of humor, which shined around his grandchildren; he is affection-
ately known by them as “Silly Dada” because of his jokes and antics. 
Each summer, Art and Pat took all of the children and grandchildren to 
the Texas coast for a week together on the beach. Those weeks were the 
highlight of his retirement years.

His family and those who knew him describe him as a person full of 
joy, kindness, and gratefulness.  Art embraced every day with an appre-
ciation for life and all of its gifts. 

Art is survived by his wife, Patricia Lewis; son Andrew Lewis and his 
wife, Sondra, of Carrollton; daughter Rebecca Langevin and her hus-

Art Lewis
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band, Dennis, of McKinney; and grandchildren Nathan Lewis, Jared 
Lewis, Sara Lewis, and Danielle Langevin.

Art is also survived by his sisters Grace Tymann of Byfield, Mass., and Ruth 
Trites of Kennebunk, Maine.  (Art’s daughter Rebecca [Becky] Langevin)

Jim’s story began in Miami Springs, Fla. on the edge of the Everglades 
on Nov. 23rd, 1936.  He was the fifth of 10 children – nine of whom served 
in the U.S. Armed Forces (believed to be the most from any one family in 
the U.S).  After high school, he attended Miami University for one year 
prior to joining the Class of 1960, spending all four years in 8th Squadron.  

His love of the outdoors was shown 
in his cadet club memberships: Bow-
man, Fishing and Hunting. He worked 
as a survival instructor during his first 
class summer teaching Doolies how to 
cope with the rigors of outdoor living 
and E & E through the mountains above 
the Academy.  Jim lettered all four years 
in gymnastics as a stand-out gymnast 
competing in all the disciplines.  

While in pilot training he met his 
future wife and avowed soul mate, 
Beverly, on a blind date, deciding on 
the spot that she was “the one.”   They 
were married three months after Jim 
won his wings and remained devoted to 
each other for 52 years.  His first assign-
ment took him to Donaldsonville AFB 

in Greenville S.C. to fly the C-124 for almost six years.  He then flew for 
23 years with Eastern Airlines, assigned to New York, Miami and Atlanta.  
Retiring as a Captain from Eastern early, Jim joined the Boeing Com-
pany, and over the next 11 years served as a training and aircraft deliv-
ery pilot for the Boeing Business Jet, B737, and B767 AWACS purchased 
by Japan. Following his formal retirement from Boeing, Jim continued 
working part time as an independent training captain and simulator in-
structor for the Boeing Business Jet.   

Jim valued learning and was a natural and gifted teacher, passing 
on his love of learning to his children and grandchildren.  A consum-
mate handyman, he loved to create beautiful handcrafted wooden gifts 
for family and friends.  He never met a stranger and always valued his 
friendships.  With his quiet and clever sense of humor, Jim was an ac-
tive participant with the Northwest Falcons – a classmate group in the 
Puget Sound Area, having hosted a group cookout and dinner party at 
his home shortly before his final illness. 

Jim successfully battled against melanoma and leukemia with incred-
ible tenacity and unflagging optimism for over two years, enduring a 
blood-type change with the help of his brother, but was left vulnerable 
with no natural immunities.   At the end of that time, he was declared to 
be in remission.  He felt great, resumed taking walks, playing tennis, do-
ing woodworking and even flew an instrument check in a Bonanza with 
superb results.  Then, with little immunity to infection, he contracted 
the flu, which rapidly became pneumonia.  After a three-week battle, he 
died of lung failure on Feb. 3, 2014.

When Jim arrives at the big airport in the sky, two of his former room-
mates, Kirk Canterbury and Jerry Mason, will be waiting on the ramp 
to check him out on his new wings. He will be fondly remembered for 
things he created, his willingness to offer a helping hand, his joy in life, 
and all his bad puns. Jim is survived by his wife, Beverly; his son James 
Jr.; his daughters Leslie, Deborah and Jeanine; and his grandchildren 
Meghan, Cassidy and Jonathan.  

Jim, you have made it through the storm now.  You can turn down the 
lights, unlock your shoulder harness and loosen your seatbelt.  May you 
have clear skies, a smooth ride and strong tail winds.  (George Luck & Jim 
Glaza, Class of 1960)

Jim O’Rourke

David Winfred Haines passed away on Feb. 19, 2014 in Tucson at the 
age of 74. He was born in Taylorville, Ill. (about a two-hour drive north-
east of St. Louis) on Sept. 8, 1939, where he graduated high school in 
1957.  He was an outstanding math and science student and he is re-
membered by his former math and physics teacher as the best student 
he ever had.

Immediately following high school, Dave was accepted into the Unit-
ed States Air Force Academy with the Class of 1961.  Upon graduation, 

he took an around-the-world trip to fur-
ther educate himself for a military career 
and as a reward for having graduated 
from the Academy. Following gradua-
tion summer leave, Dave attended Un-
dergraduate Pilot Training at Webb AFB, 
followed by a transition course to C-124s 
at Tinker AFB. His first assignment was 
to the 3rd Air Transport Squadron at 
Charleston AFB, flying worldwide airlift 
missions.  Next, he was assigned to the 
31st Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron (ARRS) at Clark AB flying the 
HU-16, followed by a subsequent as-
signment to the 41st ARRS at Hamilton 
AFB, Calif., also in the HU-16. Pat Buck-
ley has an enduring memory of Dave 
talking about having to ditch one of his 

beloved HU-16 Albatrosses and watching from his rescue ship as it sank 
beneath the waves.

 From Hamilton, Dave volunteered for a selective-manning assign-
ment (1967) with the 58th Weather Reconnaissance Squadron, Kirtland 
AFB, where he flew the RB-57F.  This mission involved high-altitude at-
mospheric sampling and support of the National Nuclear Test Readiness 
Program.  The Squadron routinely deployed to Eielson AFB, Albrook AFB 
in Panama and Mendoza, Argentina.  Dave was also TDY to Mendoza for 
several months at a time as the Task Flight Commander. 

During his frequent deployments to Argentina, he met and mar-
ried his first wife (two daughters).  Dave decided to separate from the 
Air Force in 1969, and he commenced a career in real estate in Orange 
County, Calif. and subsequently Reno, Nev.  Eventually, Dave decided 
to return to aviation and he flew for the United States Postal Service for 
several years. Later, he was a corporate pilot for a Savings and Loan ex-
ecutive in Houston.  From time to time, he would be spotted “in the sys-
tem” by some of his former Air Force friends. During this period, he was 
married for a second time (one son). In the early 1990s, Dave returned to 
Taylorville to assist his mother and then moved with her to Bonne Terre, 
Mo. to be close to his sister and her family.  Upon his mother’s passing, 
Dave relocated to Tucson.

One of Dave’s hobbies was attending estate sales and auctions, and he 
was able to turn a profit on many of his transactions.  Dave also proved 
to be an expert on home improvement projects, particularly those in-
volving extensive plumbing and wiring problems.

Dave received several significant decorations for his Air Force service: 
the Distinguished Flying Cross (three awards), the Airman’s Medal and 
six Air Medals for critical missions in support of downed aircrew mem-
bers during his deployments to Southeast Asia.

His parents, Byron and Edna Haines, plus twin sisters Lynda Vogler-
Taylor and Synda Prisbrey all preceded him in death. He is survived by 
two nieces (Elizabeth Vogler-Black and Jenifer Prisbrey), two nephews 
(Fred Vogel and Galen Prisbrey), and brother-in-law Jerry Prisbrey. 
Though Dave was a very private person, he is remembered as a very 
generous guy, friendly to everyone, and respectful of all. He will be gen-
uinely missed by his classmates and friends.  

(Jerry and Jenifer Prisbrey, brother-in-law and niece, Hanson Scott, ’61 
and Tom Conley, ’61)

Teney Kunio Takahashi was born on May 18, 1938 to Takeno and Torao 
Takahashi. He was the eldest of three children.  He graduated from Iolani 
High School in 1956 and pursued a pre-med degree at the University of 
Hawaii (UH).  It was at UH where he first met Mae Yamamoto in a fresh-
man World History class.  She was sure that she had met the “man of her 
dreams,” but Teney was not quite ready to settle down.  He had a great 

Dave Haines
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desire to leave the island and fly airplanes.  Following his dream, he be-
came the first cadet from Hawaii to graduate from the U.S. Air Force 
Academy.  During those four stressful years, all of his 1961 classmates 
without fail would say that Teney truly was a “gentle-man” and that they 

never saw him without his infectious 
smile.  Everyone loved Teney!  

Teney and I were together at McGuire 
AFB, N.J., our first transport flying as-
signment.  Teney was a bachelor then 
and as fate would have it, Teney met 
Mae while still on active duty in 1964, 
some eight years after their first meet-
ing in 1956.  On this chance-encounter 
Teney recognized Mae, now a flight 
attendant for Pan Am, while shop-
ping in a Tokyo department store.  He 
separated from the Air Force in 1966, 
returned to Hawaii and dated Mae on 
and off along with other Pan Am flight 
attendants.  However, on a very spe-
cial date with Mae and her best friend, 
Charlotte in Nov 1967 at the Halekulani 

Hotel, Teney got up in front of the small group of friends and proposed 
to Mae.  Mae was understandably totally surprised by the proposal, as 
they hadn’t really been dating that seriously since he returned to Hawaii.  
According to Keio, their son, there were two explanations for this sud-
den change of heart; one was that Teney finally found the “woman of 
his dreams” or that with Mae Yamamoto, Teney reached the alphabeti-
cal end of his little black book.  They were married at the Iolani School 
Chapel on Dec. 30, 1967.

Mae and Teney were a very successful business couple.  Mae was 
the Director of Inflight Services for Aloha Airlines after leaving Pan Am 
in 1969.  Teney was a real estate executive and played a key role in the 
development of the magnificent Kaanapali Beach Resort in Maui.  He 
served as president of many real estate companies.  Their lives were 
blessed in 1979 with the birth of Keio and, thereafter Teney’s life cen-
tered on Mae and Keio.  Unfortunately, in 1975 and 2005 Teney had two 
open-heart surgeries for aortic and mitral valve replacements.  He bore 
these major medical episodes without complaint and each time seemed 
to bounce back with a renewed zest for travel to their next adventure.  

Sadly, Teney reentered the hospital with heart difficulties on March 
12.  After 10 days of what appeared to be a routine hospital stay, Teney 
succumbed to cardiogenic shock.  On March 22, 2014 the Takahashi 
family lost a wonderful husband and father and the class of 1961 and 
many others, a cherished brother and dear friend who will always be 
remembered for his gentle nature, fun-loving spirit, humility along with 
his many achievements and his dedication to God, country and fam-
ily.  Teney’s funeral service was held on April 6, 2014 at the Iolani School 
Chapel where he graduated High School and married the woman of his 
dreams.  He will be inurned at the Punchbowl federal cemetery in Oahu, 
Hawaii, and may he forever rest in peace!!  (Randy Cubero, USAFA 1961, 
classmate and dear friend)

Teney Takahashi

Ted Schroeder, age 72, died Feb. 27, 2014 in St George, Utah from ill-
nesses related to Parkinson’s disease.

He was born on April 4th, 1941 in 
Painesville, Ohio to Bill and Emma 
Schroeder and graduated from Admiral 
Farragut Naval academy in New Jersey. 
He graduated from the Air Force Acad-
emy in 1963, completed a master’s de-
gree in 1973 and doctorate in 1974, both 
at Colorado State University. He com-
pleted post-doctorate work at Stanford 
in 1977 and MIT in 1987.

Ted married his wife, Susan, on Jan. 
23, 1965. He served as both a pilot and a 
scientist, while living around the world 
during his career in the Air Force.

He loved hiking in the Pine Valley 
Mountains, cooking, gardening, flying 
and his German Shepherd dogs. He 

spent many years performing animal rescue for displaced pets. He was 

a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints where he 
enjoyed service in many positions, in many wards. He enjoyed geneal-
ogy, indexing, temple work and baptism for the dead.

Ted had a passion for teaching both in the church and in various col-
leges in communities across the globe. This passion was fueled by his 
constant pursuit of knowledge, often reading several books at one time. 
He was instrumental in the creation of a computer network for the Royal 
Saudi Air Force after the second Gulf War.

He is survived by his wife, Susan; his son Ty and his wife, Kellie; his 
daughter Tara, and several grandchildren: Kaitlyn, Teddy, Lucas, Ty Jr., 
Robbie, Ryan, Sandra and Krysta. He was preceded in death by his par-
ents and several aunts and uncles.

 A private memorial service was held per his request. A special thanks 
to the Beehive Homes staff, especially Makail, for their loving care of 
him. He was a loving husband, father, grandfather and friend to many.  
(Ted’s loving family)

Ted Schroeder

Peter David Caldarelli, Class of 1964, died Dec. 5, 2013 at Shands Hos-
pital in Gainesville, Fla. surrounded by his wife, Gale, and his children 
Scott (from Ohio), Steve (Florida) and Cristen Weisner (Mississippi).

Raton, New Mexico was his hometown (which is about 150 miles 
south of Colorado Springs) where he graduated in 1957.  The inception 
of the Air Force Academy was making the local news along with the ad-
vent of jet engines and the combination spurred his interest.  He was ac-

cepted and entered one year later after 
attending Millard School (prep school) 
in Oregon.  He met and remained great 
friends with many guys there who also 
graduated from the Academy.

After graduation he spent one year 
in pilot training in Laredo, Texas and 
began what he considered “a very self-
satisfying military career.”   After a few 
assignments at different bases (New 
Hampshire, Texas, Arizona, etc.), he was 
off to Vietnam where he flew FAC planes 
and received the Silver Star and Distin-
guished Flying Cross.  He was glad to 
get back to the States and to begin his 
next assignment in England.

Pete often reflected back on his five 
years (extending was an option at that 

time) at RAF Bentwaters, England flying F-4s.  Not only did he love the 
plane, but the people he served with and enjoyable times like spending 
a week’s leave playing golf in Scotland and TDYs to Aviano, Zaragosa and 
Sardinia flying range missions.  He was a flight commander for one of 
the squadrons and enjoyed the many flights, bringing in several “bullet” 
awards as “Top Gun” for that period of time.

His military career was most enjoyable with the focus on aviation.  Un-
fortunately, his last flying assignment was at Holloman AFB, N.M. for a few 
years as a squadron commander and then later, a non-flying position at 
Eglin AFB, Fla.  So with 22 years of service behind him, he retired as a Lieu-
tenant Colonel.  He applied for and was accepted as a pilot with American 
Airlines at age 45.  (Retiring at the then-required age of 60.)  He always felt 
lucky that the airline was hiring older pilots and that he would once again 
be flying.  (He remembered when he was 32 years old, he was considered 
too old.)  Most of Pete’s flying time was with the F-4 and civilian B-747

Pete enjoyed collecting and working on classic cars; one a 1930 Model A 
he bought as a teenager.  He was a runner, worked out at the gym and, his 
favorite, played golf.  It took a massive aneurism to keep him from succeed-
ing in whatever he chose to do -- and that happened minutes after he was 
able to par what some consider a difficult hole at Eglin AFB golf course.

He leaves behind his wife, three children and five grandchildren.  One 
of his grandsons is now attending the Academy and is in his second year.  
His brother is hoping to join him after he graduates.  Both are proud to 
hopefully follow in his footsteps.  We all are proud of his accomplish-
ments in life.  (Gale Caldarelli, Pete’s wife)

Pete Caldarelli

“You’re a hard man to kill,” said a doctor to Ren Crowell four years 
ago. By then Ren was eight years into his battle against multiple myelo-
ma, and still he would not quit. All told, he endured 12 years of countless 
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tests, periodic hospitalizations, two stem-cell transplants, meds that 
fixed one problem and caused another, and crises that twice brought 
all the family to his bedside before this last time, when doctors had no 
more tricks up their sleeves.  

Sustaining him was Marianne, the love of his life, who wouldn’t quit 
either. She made the phone calls, dispensed the pills, drove Ren to doc-

tors, and slept in his room whenever he 
was hospitalized. Ren lived to see their 
four children grow into fine adults and 
to hold a grandson, Lorenzo M. Crowell 
V.  

Ren was a big man with a loping gait 
and booming voice. Left alone in a room, 
he’d fill it. He could be, in his own words, 
“rude, crude, and generally obnoxious.” 
But his gusto and good cheer made him 
fun to be around. 

He often turned his boisterous sense 
of humor on himself: “You’re young only 
once, but you can be immature forever!” 
and “I’m so well-behaved these days, I 
bore myself!” He delighted in the cadet 
comment card that read, “Mr. Crowell’s 
sense of humor borders on insubordi-

nation.” He marched tours with a radio in his parka. You can glimpse the 
rascal behind the smile in the photo, taken 18 months ago, when Ren 
found the energy to tour Portugal with some 5th Squadron classmates. 

The hard-drinking, fast-driving cadet grew up. He served his country 
by flying B-52s out of Minot and HH-43 rescue helicopters and C-130 
rescue planes from Thailand and Vietnam. He went on to earn a Ph.D. 
in military history at Duke University and to teach at the Academy and 
Air War College. 

Those public achievements aren’t the reason Emily Murawski thought 
the world of Ren. When Tom was in Southeast Asia, Ren traveled to the 
Springs to visit her. He sought out odd jobs to do around the house 
and took Emily to dinner at the Broadmoor Hotel. She never forgot his 
thoughtfulness. 

On retiring from the Air Force in 1988, Ren moved the family to 
Starkville, Miss. where he taught history at Mississippi State University for 
many years. And he did more. Ren served on the university’s faculty sen-
ate and the board of Statewide Federal Credit Union. He also was active 
in the Democratic Party. A great believer in youth athletics, Ren coached 
baseball, basketball, soccer, and softball. As a Rotarian, he established the 
Rotary’s first international student-exchange program in Mississippi.

To that record add Ren’s greatest gift to many of us: the courage he 
displayed, day in and day out, for so many years. Whenever we thought 
we were having a bad day, we knew Ren’s was worse. Yet he never com-
plained. He was the toughest guy we knew and a model for how to sol-
dier on against terrible odds. 

His ashes will lie in Arlington National Cemetery. Donations may be 
made to Crawfish for Cancer, a charity founded by his son James in 2008 
to fund research into multiple myeloma: CrawfishForCancer.org/do-
nate. You can reach Marianne Crowell at mariannecrowell@gmail.com.  
(Tom Murawski, Class of 1965)

“Ren” Crowell

Michael E. Heenan, ’66 
Col. Michael E. Heenan (USAF, Ret), beloved husband, father and 

friend, passed away peacefully surrounded by family and friends on 
March 12, 2014 in Colorado Springs, Colo.

He was preceded in death by his father and mother, Edward and Jane 
Heenan.  He is survived by his wife, Charlotte; four sons, Brian, Kev-
in, John and Tim; five sisters, Mari O’Brien, Connie Heenan, Pat Ellen 
Heenan, Jill Heenan and Sharon Galbally; and three brothers, Kevin 
Heenan, Brian Heenan and Jack Heenan.

Mike was born in Philadelphia, Pa. the second of nine children to Ed-
ward, an Air Force pilot, and Jane Heenan.  He graduated from Saint 
Joseph Prep School in Philadelphia in 1962 and the United States Air 
Force Academy, in Colorado Springs in 1966.  While at the Academy, he 
received high marks in Academics, Military Training and Athletics.  He 
coached and played on several Wing Championship Intramural Teams 
resulting in Cadet Squadron Three winning the Mulanaphy Trophy for 
top squadron in Intramurals.

Mike attended Undergraduate Navigator Training at Mather AFB, Sac-
ramento, Calif.  Prior to attending Navigator Training, while on Tempo-
rary Duty at Lowry Air Force Base in Denver, Colo. he met the love of his 
life and wife of 46 years, Charlotte Ostmeyer.  He received his Master’s in 

Communications/Public Affairs (Mag-
na Cum Laude) from Denver Universi-
ty.  His military schools include Squad-
ron Officers School, Armed Forces Staff 
College and Air War College, receiving 
the Commandant’s Award.  

Mike had many distinguished ac-
complishments during his Air Force ca-
reer.  As a Weapons Systems Officer fly-
ing out of Udorn Royal Thai Air Base he 
flew combat missions over Southeast 
Asia where he was shot down and res-
cued, after evading both enemy forces 
and a variety of natural jungle threats.  
He quickly returned to finish out his 
combat tour after recovering from his 
injuries.  He was later honored to es-
cort the remains of his pilot, who had 

perished when the aircraft went down, for burial at Arlington National 
Cemetery, when they were repatriated after the war.

Mike was one of the Air Force’s first Navigators to hold the position of 
Fighter Squadron Operations Officer and Squadron Commander, hold-
ing both positions in F-4 squadrons at Clark Air Base, Philippines.  He 
later served as the Support Group/Installation Commander at Wheeler 
Air Force Base, Hawaii.  Mike’s last assignment was the Director of the 
Air Force War Gaming Center at Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.  He retired 
as a full Colonel after 26 years of distinguished service.

After retirement, Mike and Char moved to Colorado Springs and then 
to Stockton, Kans., Char’s hometown.  In Stockton Mike assumed the 
status of “Gentleman Farmer” and small town politician, serving on the 
Stockton City Council as both Council Member and Mayor.  Eventually 
they moved back to Colorado Springs. 

Mike’s loving wife, Char, was the center of his universe for 46 years; 
while their four wonderful sons – Brian, Kevin, John and Tim – were the 
pride and joy of their long life together.  Mike and Char have always been 
unequaled in generosity and willingness to share their home, love and 
hospitality with friends; but especially with the many Air Force Acad-
emy Cadets they have sponsored, showing them by word and example 
what it means to be an Air Force officer and loving family.

Mike always exuded a marvelous, contagious sense of humor and was 
a devoted husband, father and brother.   He was both an extraordinary 
patriot and an unforgettable friend; and he will be sorely missed by all 
who knew him.  Godspeed, Mike.  (Vic Andrews, Bill Berry and Mike Rhy-
nard, friends and classmates)

Mike Heenan

Thomas Michael Pratt passed away Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2014, sur-
rounded by his loving family at Duke Hospice Hock Family Pavilion, 
Durham, N.C. after a seven-year battle with Lewy Body Disease.

Tom was born Feb. 12, 1948, In San Antonio, Texas.  He graduated 
from Georgetown Preparatory School, Garrett Park, Md. in 1966.  He 
graduated from the United States Air Force Academy in June 1970 with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in engineering management and earned a 
Master’s degree in personnel management from Central Michigan Uni-
versity in 1977.  Tom completed Squadron Officer School in 1975, Air 
Command and Staff College in 1980, and graduated from the National 
War College, Fort McNair, Washington, D.C. in 1989.

Upon graduation from the Air Force Academy, Tom attended un-
dergraduate pilot training at Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas, earning 
his wings in August 1971 with follow-on T-38 instructor pilot duties.  
His later assignments included flying F-4s with the 90th Tactical Fighter 
Squadron, Clark Air Base, Philippines, and the 526th Tactical Fighter 
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Squadron, Ramstein Air Base, Germany.  Tom returned to Air Training 
Command in the Standardization/Evaluation Division then took com-
mand of the 559th Flying Training Squadron, Randolph Air Force Base, 
Texas in 1987.

Following Staff assignments at Headquarters, U.S. Air Force, Washing-
ton, D.C., Tom assumed command of the 14th Air Base Group, Colum-
bus Air Force Base, Miss. in 1991.  His final military duty was in Norfolk, 
Va. where he served as Inspector General U.S. Atlantic Command prior 

to his retirement in August 1996, after 26 
years active duty.

Tom was an avid sailor who enjoyed 
many hours cruising the Chesapeake 
and occasionally competing in friendly 
races on the “Prime Time” a Hunter 
34.  He was always happy to show 
his Navy friends that “zoomies” were 
just as powerful on sea as in the air. 
After retirement Tom and his wife, Kathy, 
moved to Palm City, Fla. where they 
lived for nine years.  While there he was 
a dedicated supporter of Holy Redeem-
er Catholic Church where he served as 
sacristan, lector, alter server and trainer, 
wedding and funeral coordinator. Tom 
was honored to serve on the Board of 
Directors of Molly’s House in Stuart, 

Fla. where he chaired the Annual Clambake and BBQ Fundraiser and 
participated in many other charitable events.  Also at this time, he was 
especially pleased to learn that by being on the National Bone Marrow 
Donation List he was able to donate to a young man whose life was ex-
tended several years.

Prior to moving to Durham in 2007 Tom lived at Lake Gas-
ton where he remained active in the church and on the lake. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, Brig. Gen. (USAF Ret) William 
C. Pratt and Catherine Briggs, of Rochester, N.Y.; and a brother William.  
He is survived by his wife of 39 years, Kathy McNally, of Hamilton, Ohio; 
his daughters Kelly Jacobs and husband, Ron, of Palm City, Fla.; Katie 
Custer and husband, Max, of Durham; his brothers Ted and wife, Peg, 
of Chapel Hill; Andy (Colonel, USAF Ret.) and wife, Frances, of Smith 
Mountain Lake, Va.; Jamie and wife, Denise, of Dayton, Ohio; his sister 
Susan of Smith Mountain Lake, Va.; and his grandchildren Sophia Ja-
cobs, Jack Thomas Jacobs, Chloe Custer and Kira Custer.  (Tom’s wife, 
Kathy, and family)

Tom Pratt

M. Gus Sorenson (’70) passed away on Feb. 16, 2014 in Dallas, Texas 
after a fall on ice which resulted in a traumatic brain injury.  Gus was 
born on Aug. 7, 1944 in Seattle, Wash. on the day his father shipped out 
with a Merchant Marine unit to the Pacific theatre of World War II. He 
was the second of four children born to parents, Marius H. and Ethel 

(Whitelock) Sorensen. 
Gus grew up in South Dakota and 

graduated from Belle Fourche High 
School.  He enlisted in the USAF serv-
ing at HQ U.S. Security Service at Kelly 
AFB, Texas and at Shu Lin Kou Air Sta-
tion, Taipei, Taiwan. He was selected to 
attend the USAF Prep School, followed 
by an appointment to the USAF Acad-
emy class of 1970. Gus graduated with 
degrees in International Affairs and Far 
Eastern Studies, receiving an Academic 
Order of Merit.   

Following pilot training, he flew C-
130s, logging over 3,000 hours during 
his career.  As an Olmsted Scholar, 
Gus attended Taiwan University and 
received an advanced degree from the 

Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts.  He returned to the 
USAF Academy to teach political science.  Perhaps because he was 
the oldest member in his class, Gus became the “older brother” and 
mentor to many classmates. He carried this role into all facets of his 
life, both professional and personal, as he believed that it was his 
obligation to guide and counsel those he could, in repayment for the 

guidance and counsel that he received from family, friends, and col-
leagues.  

Gus retired as a lieutenant colonel in 1989. Reflecting on his 27 con-
secutive years of service, he wrote, “I retire with the hope that I made a 
difference, and that today’s and tomorrow’s Air Force will be better in 
some small way because of my effort.”  Following his retirement, Gus 
served as the Senior Program Manager of Weapons Programs at Base 
Ten Systems in Trenton, N.J.  In 1992, he was Chief of the Air Force pro-
grams at the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT) and then Chief of the 
Technical Section at AIT.  Gus remained in Taipei as Vice President of 
Marketing in Taiwan with Northrup Grumman. He joined Lockheed 
Martin Global in 1999 as Vice President of Business Development in Tai-
wan and the Philippines.  

While in Taipei, Gus was an active member of the American Chamber 
of Commerce and the American Club in China and served as president 
on both organizations.  He was diligent about his physical fitness and 
enjoyed playing golf, tennis, racquetball, and squash. Gus and his wife,squash. Gus and his wife,. Gus and his wife, 
Maggie, loved to travel and they did so extensively all over Asia.  He had 
a love of art and artistic expression, and retirement allowed him to prac-
tice the piano and take art lessons and he spent hours working on the 
landscape at their retirement home in North Carolina.  Gus is remem-
bered by family and friends as a gentle, generous, loving man of intellect 
and integrity.

Gus is survived by his wife, Maggie Sorenson; his son Eric, from his 
previous marriage to Sandra Jo Geanetta; a step-daughter Karla Gen-
try; two step-grandsons Tyler and Trevor Gentry; sisters Myrna Jean So-
rensen and Marlene Rothermel (Robert); and brother Gary Lee (Diana). 
(His loving family)

Gus Sorenson

Michael Lackey lost his battle with gall bladder cancer on Feb. 12, 
2014.  Services were held at the Memorial Pavilion at the USAFA Cem-
etery with many friends and family in attendance.

Michael started his Air Force career flying various helicopters, includ-
ing the Rescue UH-1N Huey, Special Ops CH-53 Sea Stallion and Special 
Ops UH-1N Huey Gunship.  From October 1974 to September 1975 he 
was stationed in Nakhon Phanom (NKP), Thailand, flying the CH-53.  
On April 30, 1975 Michael flew in Operation Frequent Wind, the hasty 

evacuation of U.S. citizens and Viet-
namese refugees out of the US Embassy 
in Saigon to the USS Midway.  He flew 
several sorties between an unfamiliar 
aircraft carrier and a city being over-
run by hostile forces under substandard 
weather and dimly illuminated landing 
zones.  For his actions during this mis-
sion, Michael was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross.  

May 15, 1975 again found Michael fly-
ing into a hostile environment to rescue 
the crew of the SS Mayaguez in what has 
come to be known as the “Mayaguez 
Incident.”   Before inserting his aircraft 
full of Marines onto Koh Tang island, 
he flew his CH-53 to the site of a CH-
53 downed by hostile fire in open water 

about a mile from the island.  Michael successfully rescued 13 men, in-
cluding fellow USAFA classmate Karl Paulsen.  In spite of heavy ground 
fire severely damaging his aircraft (over 75 holes including a direct hit by 
an RPG) he successfully delivered his Marines to a small landing zone 
on the island.  He then flew his damaged aircraft 200 miles on fumes to 
friendly territory where a wounded member of his crew could receive 
life-saving medical attention.  For his actions, Michael received the Sil-
ver Star.  Very few knew of his actions during these times as he was not 
one to ever talk about it.

Following his helicopter time he went on to fixed wing conversion 
training and flew the F-15 Eagle for the next 14 years.  During that time he 
held many jobs he was proud of, notably Squadron Ops Officer, First Air 
Force Chief of Staff and Commander of Air Forces Iceland.  He stopped 
flying for a short period to wear the hat of Inspector General for NORAD 
and Space Command.  During this time he became interested in gen-
eral aviation and purchased a 1960 V-tail Bonanza.  One last assignment 
found him in Oklahoma City as the Vice Wing Commander for AWACS.  

Michael Lackey
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Michael was a Colonel when he retired with 25 years of service.  
Within three weeks of retirement, Michael started his next career, fly-

ing for Southwest Airlines.  Going to Southwest was almost like old home 
week, so many of his fellow classmates were already there.  During his 
10 years at Southwest, Michael realized there was a need for a comfort-
able Active Noise Reduction (ANR) headset, so he designed the perfect 
answer and his company, UFlyMike, was founded.  UFlyMike has grown 
into a successful family run business and its products are the popular 
choice of commercial pilots.  UFlyMike will always be Michael’s legacy.

Once Michael’s flying careers were done, his need for speed turned 
to auto racing.  He joined the National Auto Sport Association (NASA) 
in the Rocky Mountain region and before long he was an instructor.  His 
love of racing was enhanced by both of his sons joining him in this en-
deavor, spending many evenings and weekends building, maintaining 
and racing their two American Muscle race cars.

Michael is survived by his wife of 42 years, Debra Lackey; his children 
Shawn Lackey (Amanda) and Brandon Lackey (Rachel); his mother, Ber-
niece Lackey; his sister Karen Oliver, and two grandchildren.  (Michael’s 
loving family)

James David Byerly, ’86 

(Editor’s note: The photograph accompanying this obituary in the last 
magazine, although it was the only photograph in his cadet file and was 
labeled with his name and squadron, is not the image of Dr. (Major, Ret) 
John Farrell.  The AOG and obituary editor sincerely apologize for the er-
ror to his family, friends, classmates and fellow graduates.  Apologies also 
to Michael R. Watson, ’80, whose photo was misfiled, mislabeled and pub-
lished in error.)

Dr. (Maj. Ret) John Farrell was killed in a traffic accident near his home 
in Wetumpka, Ala. He was born in Portland, Ore., the fourth child of Fred 
and Jean Farrell. John excelled as a student and athlete, playing varsity 

football and running track. He graduated 
from the Air Force Academy in 1980 and 
became an officer and pilot, flying C-130s 
in Asia and the U.S. for 24 years. 

John met his wife, Liberty (Libay) 
Galang, in the Philippines, where they 
married in 1984. They had a daughter, 
Joanna Rae, in 1987. As a military fam-
ily they moved often, living on or near 
bases in the Philippines, Tokyo, Hawaii, 
Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, Arkansas 
and Alabama. Wherever they moved, 
they made friends quickly and their 
home was often filled with Americans 
and Filipinos enjoying great food and 
karaoke. 

John and Libay traveled to visit family 
and friends and explore historic and nat-
ural sites throughout the U.S. and Asia. 
After Joanna graduated from the Univer-

sity of Portland in 2009, they visited her in Kyrgyzstan, where she served 
in the Peace Corp for three years.

When he wasn’t flying, John was a student, teacher and scholar of mili-
tary history and Asian studies. He received his master’s degree from the 
University of the Philippines and earned his Doctorate from the Univer-
sity of Southern California. He served two tours as an associate professor 
at the Air Force Academy. John retired from the Air Force in 2004 in Little 
Rock, Ark. After retirement he taught at New Mexico Military Institute and 
was an Associate Professor at Squadron Officers College at Maxwell Air 
Force Base at the time of his death.

John is survived by his wife, Libay, and daughter Joanna of Wetumpka; 
three sisters: Jo Ann Farrell (Bob Gaido), Janet Farrell (Len Walker), Patty 
Farrell (Bob Watkins); two brothers: Bill Farrell and Tom (Anne) Farrell; 
one niece, Libby Watkins, and two nephews, David Preston and Will Wat-
kins. 

Visitation was on Nov. 3, 2013, at Alabama Heritage Funeral Home. A 
Funeral Mass was offered at St. Bede the Venerable Catholic Church on 

John F. Farrell, ’80 

John Farrell
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Colonel James David Byerly, 49, vice commander, 166th Airlift Wing, 
New Castle Air National Guard Base, Delaware, died on Feb. 4, 2014 at 
his home. He was a command pilot with more than 5,000 flight hours, 
including combat hours in Operations Just Cause, Iraqi Freedom and 
Enduring Freedom. 

Colonel Byerly entered the Air Force in 1986, graduating from the U.S. 
Air Force Academy. He earned his pi-
lot wings in 1987 and served on active 
duty for eight years. He then joined the 
Air Force Reserve where he served for 13 
years before joining the Delaware ANG. 
During that time he earned his Juris Doc-
tor degree and practiced law with Camp-
bell Trial Lawyers for 15 years before re-
tiring to accept his current position. He 
has flown C-130 aircraft throughout his 
entire career and has served as an expe-
ditionary squadron commander on two 
separate occasions.

Colonel Mike Feeley, a friend and col-
league of Dave’s at New Castle Air Guard 
Base, made the following remarks con-
cerning Dave: “Dave absolutely loved 
his wife, Jess.  He loved his children – his 

entire family.  He loved his friends and neighbors.  He constantly talked 
about what you guys did.

 “Dave also loved the Guard.  He loved it as an institution.  The lawyer 
in him loved its legal precedence, founded in our Constitution.  He loved 
the idea of the Guard: Ordinary people defending their Country.  Citi-
zens, neighbors, helping each other in a time of need. . .

 “For me personally, Dave and I always tried to balance each other.  We 
were both constantly pulling each other off the cliff, because, as many of 
you know, we tended to be a little impatient, trying to accomplish things 
perhaps a little too quickly.  I will miss his balance. . .”

Dave was a kind, generous, loving friend, husband and father.  His pas-
sions included flying, woodworking, furniture making, reading and spend-
ing time with his family. Dave also enjoyed a good bourbon and spending 
time with his many friends especially when “the garage door was open.”

Dave is survived by his loving wife and best friend, Jessica; his son 
Hank, 15; his daughter Lake, 12; step-children Sydney Nelson, 25, and 
Reed Nelson, 20; his brother Will of Annapolis, Md. (wife Cathy, daugh-
ter Jennifer); and sister Shelley Heijerman of Martin, Mich. (husband, 
Mark, daughters Laura Beth and Pamela, son Thomas (wife, Sara).  He 
will be deeply missed by his family, many friends and colleagues both in 
his military and civilian life. 

A memorial service was held at the New Castle Air National Guard 
Base on Feb 7. 2014.  Donations can be made to The Wounded Warrior 
Project or the Delaware Food Bank. (Dave’s loving family)

Dave Byerly

Daniel M. Wuchenich, ’88 
Lt. Col. (Ret) Dan Wuchenich, a great leader, mentor, and friend, de-

parted our Air Force Family much too early on Jan. 6, 2014.  Dan’s bound-
less spirit and generosity impacted his family and friends throughout 
his Air Force career and beyond.  One could not find a better husband, 
father, and friend—he will always be an inspiration to us all. 

Dan graduated from Upper St. Claire High School, in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
and entered the Academy in July 1984.  While focused on academics and 
military training and spending time at the hockey rink, he served with 
the prestigious Wings of Blue team, completing over 350 military free-
fall jumps, 454 total jumps, and numerous competitions. Dan gradu-
ated from CS-03 and made a lasting name for himself.    

After graduation, Dan began pilot training, where he suffered an un-
fortunate accident that took him off the pilot track. Doctors treating 
his injuries said they could not medically understand his remarkable 
recovery.  One doctor told Dan’s father that if he had read about Dan’s 
recovery in a medical journal, he would have doubted the story.  His 
positive attitude never wavered—he cracked jokes and was always ready 
to encourage others facing life challenges.

November 4, 2013. Burial was at Alabama National Cemetery in Monte-
vallo, Ala.  (Janet Farrell, John’s sister)
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Gregory N. “Fez” Dash, ’98 

IRAQI FREEDOM, this time to Baghdad and Basrah, Iraq.  He was again 
recognized for his lasting impact on the efforts of deployed coalition 
forces.  BA most recently worked as Director of Programs for Exelis in 
Salt Lake City.

In addition to the exemplary work accomplished for the USAF, BA 
battled a Boston winter in a jeep with no top, road-tripped to Sturgis in 
an ’86 low-rider sleeping double in a single-man tent, battled rapids in 
Maine, climbed white mountains in New Hampshire, joined the Red Sox 
nation, bought stock in Guinness, ran New York marathons, conducted 
numerous Harley trips throughout the west, back-country telemarked 
all over the Rockies, led snowmobile treks to his yurt in the northern 
Wasatch Mountains, was an avid “cross-fitter,” and loved NASCAR and 
the Oakland Raiders.

BA was described by friends as “a huge mountain of a man.”  His sense 
of humor and mischievous spirit live on in endless tales, repeatedly re-
lived between family and friends.  With a smile that lit up the room, and 
eyes that warmed the heart, BA treated others as if they were his own—
children, spouses, relatives, and friends alike.  He was described as a 
“man on point”; once he determined a vector, there was nothing that 
could detract his effort.  He made better people of all those he knew.

BA is preceded in death by his grandparents, Jack and Dolly Hosey, 
and John and Lucille Allen.  His memory lives in the hearts of his moth-
er, Claire, of Pasadena, Calif.; his father, John, and wife (Patti), of Spring-
field, Ill.; brother John David and wife (Thuy Nguyen) and their chil-
dren (Kaitlin and Madeline) of Noblesville, Ind.; and brother Patrick of 
Springfield, Ill.  BA will be deeply missed by his aunts, uncles, cousins, 
and his rich network of friends, especially his Academy classmates and 
his Park City family (John, Christine, Ben [BA’s Godson], Matthew and 
Sweet Baby Jane Heskett).  

Memorial donations to seed a perpetual endowment may be made in 
BA’s name to the Huntsman Cancer Foundation.

“It’s not the years in your life that count.  It’s the life in your years.”  
–Abraham Lincoln.

BA exemplified a larger-than-life persona in the years he shared with 
us.  He was a force.  His larger-than-life presence offered silent assur-
ance and occasional pause; his absence is final—his memory eternal.  
(Luke Ahmann, ’93)

Gregory Nath “Fez” Dash, 37, of Silver Spring, Md. passed away Feb-
ruary 14, 2014 in the company of his loving wife and parents. He lost a 
four-year-long battle with Ewing’s Sarcoma, a rare type of cancer. Grego-

ry was born in Silver Spring, Md., on Oct. 
14, 1976 to Mr. Gopendra Nath Dash and 
Mrs. Isabel Dash. He graduated from 
Thomas S. Wootton High School in Rock-
ville, Md. in 1994.  He excelled in sports, 
held a Black Belt in Taekwondo, became 
an Eagle Scout in 1992, and graduated 
from the USAF Academy in 1998. 

Greg quickly distinguished himself as 
an Air Battle Manager and was selected 
for, and graduated from the USAF Weap-
ons School in 2004. During his career, 
Fez was an aviator and an employment 
expert in the E-3 AWACS, E-8 JSTARS and 
C2ISR. He participated in combat opera-
tions in the Kosovo, Iraq, and Afghani-
stan areas of responsibility.

Greg was medically retired from the 
Air Force in 2012 as a highly-decorated Major, having earned 17 medals 
and numerous other awards of distinction. During his four-year battle 
with cancer, Greg being the leader that he was, did not settle for the off-
the-shelf treatments that were not working effectively on his cancer. He 
researched, he fought the system, he went way “outside the box” and 
found leading-edge treatments, not yet federally approved, and volun-
teered on one occasion to be trial patient number “one of one” in hopes 
of finding a cure to the disease that was ravaging his body. He wanted 
everyone (and specifically those who may be in a similar medical posi-
tion) to know that he fully supports the “FJC/Liddy Shriver Sarcoma Ini-
tiative”: The Liddy Shriver Sarcoma Initiative, 17 Bethea Drive, Ossining, 
N.Y. 10562-1620.

Fez was an intellectual-warrior; though he tested at the “genius” IQ 

Brian Joseph “BA” Allen, 43, died on Feb. 4, 2014 at the Huntsman 
Cancer Institute in Salt Lake City, Utah of leukemia.  

BA was born Dec. 18, 1970, in Ann Arbor, Mich. to Claire Hosey Allen 
and John W. Allen.  His strength of character is attributed to his parents 
and a solid Midwestern upbringing.  Raised in Marion, Ill., BA parlayed 

his academic success and all-state foot-
ball honors into an appointment to the 
USAF Academy.  He graduated in 1993 
and later earned an MBA from the Uni-
versity of Northern Alabama.

BA’s first USAF assignment was to 
Hanscom AFB, Mass. as a program 
manager in Electronic Systems Center 
where he was recognized for his work in 
Combat ID. He left a lasting impact on 
the programs and people he served.  He 
was recognized for singularly unique 
accomplishments, specifically during 
temporary assignments to Italy and 
as Chief of Operations for Defense 
Contract Team, Hungary, Bosnia, and 
Croatia, in support of Operation JOINT 
GUARD. 

After transferring to a satellite office with industry partners in Park 
City, Utah, BA transitioned out of the Air Force in 1999 and into the de-
fense and aeronautical contracting world in Park City and Iuka, Miss.  
Even as a civilian, BA volunteered to deploy as a part of OPERATION 

Brian J. Allen, ’93 

Dan’s first active duty assignment was as Officer in Charge, Inspec-
tion Branch, for the B-52Gs and KC-135Rs at Loring AFB, Maine (SAC).  
In Aug 1991, Tessa married Dan and made him an even better man.  
After his transition to AMC at Loring, Dan became Sortie Generation 
Flt/CC until 1993, when he made his way to Little Rock AFB, Ark.—
the home of the Razorbacks.  Dan became a Red Devil as 50 AS Sortie 
Generation Flt/CC and then became a Contracting Officer in a career-
broadening move.  In 1997 Dan decided he needed another MAJCOM 
tour and moved to RAF Mildenhall, UK, to support AFSOC.  

In 2000, Dan determined that school 
was his next milestone and was com-
petitively selected for the Advanced 
Study of Air Mobility (ASAM) at Ft. Dix, 
N.J.  That demanding year featured in-
tense study fueled by large doses of caf-
feine combined with excellent travel 
and great friends.  Dan’s academic year 
went down to the wire as he completed 
his research project just two days be-
fore graduation.  Some believe he wrote 
his original thesis on foosball based on 
countless hours spent on the foosball 
table, but unfortunately, he could not 
get a formal AFIT degree in the subject. 

Following ASAM, Dan moved to Italy 
where he enjoyed wine and fresh sea-
food at HQ Air South in Naples, Italy.  He 

then completed two Sq/CC tours—first at the Rock again, and then in 
Hawaii.  While in Hawaii, the best thing “ever” happened to Dan when 
daughter Elly came into his life.  In 2007, Dan made way to the Pentagon, 
where he managed, planned, developed, and implemented innovative 
HAF/A4 logistics initiatives across the Air Force.  He retired from active 
duty in April 2010 and spent his time as a contractor in D.C. and then 
took a two-year contract in Guam, solo, with family visits every three 
months.  In April 2013, Dan returned to D.C. and his family.

We will all remember how Dan stood tall and pursued his Air 
Force career with everything he had. From serving as Commander 
of the Air Force’s largest squadron to mentoring junior officers, Dan 
touched the lives of many Airmen and inspired everyone he met.  He 
always had a smile and a quick comic touch that cut through even 
the tensest situation.  Most importantly, he never failed to extend a 
helping hand to anyone in need.  Dan may be gone but his memory 
lives on in all of us.  (Thom Gilster, classmate and friend, with input 
from his loving family)

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN (June 2014 Online Edition)

Dan Wuchenich

“BA” Allen

Greg “Fez” Dash
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David I. (Lissy) Lyon, ’08 
Husband. Son. Friend. Athlete. Warrior. Officer and a gentleman.  A 

man of character and integrity.  Captain David I. Lyon, known by his 
loved ones and friends as “Dave,” was born March 31, 1985 in beautiful 
Sandpoint, Idaho.  

Dave attended the AFA’s Prep School and graduated from USAFA 
in 2008. Dave’s athletic successes as 
a three-sport athlete in high school 
-- football, basketball and shot put/
discus -- positioned him to become 
the first football player from Idaho 
to play for USAFA.  After graduating 
from the Academy, he had his name 
legally changed (from Lissy) to his 
stepdad’s name out of respect for the 
tender heart whom he considered to 
be “Dad.” 

Dave was killed in action on Dec. 
27, 2013 in Kabul, Afghanistan when 
the enemy attacked his convoy with a 
vehicle-borne Improvised Explosive 
Device. He was performing a Com-
bat Advisory mission with the Afghan 
National Army Commandos while 
working with Combined Joint Special 

Operations Task Force-Afghanistan. Since 2010, Dave was assigned 
to Peterson Air Force Base, 21st Logistics Readiness Squadron; before 
that assignment, he served with the 366th LRS at Mountain Home AFB, 
Idaho.

He is survived by his beloved wife, Captain Dana (Pounds) Lyon of 
Lexington, Kentucky, a 2006 USAFA graduate; his canine, “Colt .45”; par-
ents, Bob and Jeannie Lyon, and brother Sean Lyon, all of Sandpoint, 
Idaho; mother and father-in-law, Rick and Nancy Pounds of Lexing-
ton, Kentucky; and brothers-in-law, Eric (USAFA c/o ’04) and Darren 
Pounds.

Dave and Dana met at USAFA. Both were members of the Track and 
Field team and very accomplished athletes. Dana beat the odds and 
at 5’2” became a two-time NCAA champion in the javelin throw. She 
competed for the Air Force and Team USA on the international level. 
Meanwhile Dave was a standout “Field and Track” athlete himself; he set 
an Academy record in the discus throw, won the Mountain West Confer-
ence title in the shot put, was a NSCA Strength and Conditioning All-
American and served as the team captain his senior year. 

For more current information about 
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web site. www.usafa.org.
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soon as possible.  There have been cases in which the associa-
tion was not informed in a timely manner.

level (literally) and was a tactically lethal proven warrior, Fez was also 
humble, approachable, and credible. He was well known in his mili-
tary circle and by his leaders as being the “go-to-guy,” period. He also 
was more importantly known for touching hundreds of lives (in his 
short time), and was loved for his kindness and his gentle spirit. Fez 
was never superficial with anyone, and always seemed to mentally op-
erate at a level several layers deeper than most (or at least this author 
anyway).

Greg’s favorite poem was “The Dash,” by Linda Ellis.  He read it to his 
family and friends the night before he passed away. It was a powerful 
and humbling experience to witness; He wanted everyone to know how 
important “The Dash” in each of our lives is, and challenged me to share 
it with as many as possible. Well, in his honor I ask you to look up the 
poem (Google works just fine) and read it, today. You won’t be disap-
pointed and your lives perspective may likely be changed forever. 

Greg is survived by his wife, Krisztina Pinter Dash, and his parents, 
Gopendra and Isabel Dash, who reside in the Silver Spring, Md. area.

To my dear friend, your mission is complete, you may now rest. I love 
you bro, “Coach” Fournier.  (Tony “Coach” Fournier, Greg’s good friend)

Dave Lyon

They married in April 2009 and were inseparable. Although their 
military assignments often separated them by thousands of miles, their 
hearts were intertwined. They loved each other with an everlasting love 
– a love that was seen by all who knew them. He and Dana coached and 
mentored young athletes, sponsored USAFA cadets, and volunteered 
with the Air Force Wounded Warrior program. They were actively in-
volved in their local church where Dave served on the security detail. 
Their hobbies included camping, hiking, lifting, and just enjoying life 
together.

Dave was the type of man that made you better by just knowing him 
– he was that rare breed that exuded a love for life and passion for living. 
Dave was known as a tender warrior. He was lighthearted and a gentle 
giant. Kind and compassionate to everyone he met; Dave’s smile would 
light up a room. He was a silent leader who earned the respect of his 
authority and peers. 

Dave took joy in serving his county.  He was awarded the Bronze Star, 
Purple Heart, and Combat Action Medal for his courage and ultimately 
giving his life in defense of his country. He was also a committed fol-
lower of the Lord Jesus Christ, in whom our hope lies for seeing Dave 
again.  We Praise the Living God for the assurance of his salvation, and 
celebrate his life and the impact he made on this earth.   

In loving memory of his life and sacrifice, we recognize there is No 
Greater Agape--John 15:13.   (Dave’s wife, Dana Lyon, USAFA c/o 2006)

Christopher S. Stover, ’08
“These things we do, that others may live.” Captain Christopher 

“Banjo” Stover embodied this motto, not only in his calling as a combat 
rescue pilot, but through the way he inspired others to live fully. In his 
short 28 years on earth.  Chris’ life was full of accomplishment and lives 
he touched for the better.

Chris was born in Cleveland, Ohio; a true Buckeye fan and roller-
coaster enthusiast by birth. However, 
Chris spent most of his childhood in 
Vancouver, Was.—the community he 
called home. In Vancouver, Chris ex-
celled as a student and athlete, gaining 
friends and giving back to his commu-
nity along the way.

After graduating at the head of his 
class in 2004, Chris pursued a physics 
degree at the Air Force Academy with 
the intent of fulfilling his childhood 
dream of becoming a pilot. Chris always 
wanted to fly. As member of the 2008 
Trolls, Chris solidified lifelong friend-
ships with the men and women of his 
squadron. Chris also joined the USAFA 
Marathon team, where he ran the Bos-
ton Marathon twice with a personal re-

cord of 2:42:47 in 2008.
Chris trained at Columbus, Fort Rucker, and Kirtland, pursuing a ca-

reer as an HH-60 pilot with Combat Search and Rescue. While stationed 
at Moody AFB in Georgia, Chris served tours in Iraq and Afghanistan as 
a copilot, and a tour in Italy as a pilot. While deployed to Afghanistan, 
Chris flew roughly 100 rescue missions, four of which saved military 
dogs. 

When not deployed, Chris spent his time helping out friends in the squad-
ron. As a math and science whiz, Chris was always excited to share his knowl-
edge and enthusiasm with fellow crew members. His curiosity and passion 
for learning were contagious. Throughout his career, Chris was the go-to man 
for math tutoring, as well as the resident craft beer enthusiast. 

Chris began brewing his own beer after returning from Iraq in 2011. 
He was best known for his Russian Imperial Ale, Pedro the Great. Chris 
inspired an appreciation of fine beer in the lives of many friends and 
encouraged others to start their own brewing endeavors. At home, Chris 
could usually be found working on small projects intended to improve 
his brewing process while watching a Flyers game on TV.

Chris’ curiosity filled him with a sense of adventure. He did not 
waste a moment pursuing his interests and passions, from compet-
ing in triathlons to pursuing a Master’s in Nuclear Engineering. Chris 
never missed the chance to have fun, whether on vacation or TDY. 
His career and sense of adventure afforded Chris the opportunity to 
experience the world, from a USAFA trip to the Philippines to touring 

Chris Stover
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Keith M. O’Brien, ’10 
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Europe with his best friend and academy roommate. His final move 
to England was no exception. In his few months stationed at Laken-
heath AFB, Chris and his wife visited Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, 
and Belgium. 

Chris’ life left an imprint on everyone with whom he came into con-
tact. His legacy lives on through those he has touched with his intellect, 
sense of humor, and love. Chris is survived by his loving parents, Rick 
and Mari Stover, who raised a son full of energy and honor; his sister and 
friend, Kelly Stover; his wife, Sarah Stover, and their dog Schrodinger, 
who miss their favorite running companion; the 2008 Trolls; and his 
brothers and sisters in the Rescue Community. In the words of Chris’ fa-
ther, Chris was able to reach and teach us all. You will forever be missed, 
BANJO.  (Chris’ loving family)

Keith was born July 26, 1988. He grew up in Oak Forest, Ill. with his 
parents, Susan and Jack, alongside brothers David Trier, John O’Brien, 
and the late Anthony Trier. He attended Oak Forest High School where 
he played varsity football and wrestled. 

After graduating from the Air Force Academy in 2010, Lt. O’Brien 
spent the better part of a year in training at Goodfellow AFB in San An-
gelo, Texas before his first duty assignment as an Intelligence Officer at 
Beale AFB; Calif. Keith quickly became proficient at his job and earned 

his qualification as an instructor. He 
didn’t just teach the required technical 
material, he challenged his students to 
become effective leaders. Keith taught 
so many of us through the example he 
set; simply by the way he lived his life. 

As a leader, Keith saw people as 
people. He didn’t look at rank, status, 
or where someone came from. He just 
cared, unconditionally. Lt. O’Brien knew 
the names and stories of all his airmen, 
totaling over one hundred. 

 Keith was the leader who never left 
until each and every one of his crew-
members had gone home, and would 
jump in to help anyone with whatever 
task needed to be finished. As a young 
Lieutenant, he offered to pick up holi-

days and weekend shifts so that his fellow crewmembers could spend 
time with their families. By simply speaking to the men and women in 
his flight and on his crew, it is clear as day that Keith was someone that 
truly cared about his team. He built bonds, he built trust, he built mo-
rale, and he did everything he could to build up those around him. 

As an officer, Keith made things happen. He was not a talker; he was 
a doer. He had the ability to see the big picture and to think outside of 
the box. Keith created more efficient processes on numerous occasions, 
saving manpower and money. Keith had very high standards for him-
self and took the time to ensure his work was quality. He was the voice 
of reason, a man who told the truth and said what needed to be said, 
regardless of the consequences. He earned the respect and trust of sub-
ordinates, peers and leaders, alike. 

As a son, brother, and friend, Keith was incredible. He truly valued his 
relationship with his parents, looked up to his brothers and lit up every 
time he told a story about their times together. Friends would describe 
Keith as someone who was selfless, had their back, always up for an ad-
venture, a man of his word, sincere, driven to make positive changes, 
and the first to offer a helping hand. They would probably recall his fun-
ny stories (and he always had one), his love of country music and a cold 
Miller Lite, firm handshake, meticulous uniform, big heart, boots, dusty 
jeep and troublemaker grin. We’ll hold these memories close.

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN (June 2014 Online Edition)

Keith O’Brien

Keith left us after only twenty-five years. However, he truly lived dur-
ing his time here. The way he spent his abbreviated time on earth made 
such a powerful impact that while we may never see the full effect Keith 
had on the world, we can look around to all whose lives were touched, 
and see the result of Keith’s investment in people. Each of us will take the 
parts of Keith that made us better leaders, better friends, better people.  
We’ll cultivate and spread it, and Keith’s legacy will live on and on. (Katie 
Broyles, Keith’s friend)

      
(Editor’s note: The AOG does not always have all the informa-

tion concerning the death of a graduate.  We only publish the 
information we have available on each deceased graduate or 
cadet.)

At press time we learned of the deaths of the following gradu-
ates:

Mr. John J. “Jack” Dougherty, Class of 1963, who died on April 
24, 2014 in Ringgold, Ga.

Mr. Fred Patterson, Class of 1964, who died on April 30, 2011 
in Grassy Meadows, W.V.

Mr. Joseph E. Rodwell, Class of 1964, who died on March 6, 
2014 in St. Paul, Minn.

Mr. Michael B. Ryan, Class of 1970, who died on Feb. 20, 2014 
in Bakersfield, Calif.

Mr. Richard A. Wohlman, Class of 1974, who died on May 9, 
2014 in Colorado.

Maj. Gen. (Ret) Robert A. Knauff, Class of 1975, who died on 
May 3, 2014 in a glider accident near Anguila, Ariz.

Maj. (Ret) Thomas P. Mathews, Class of 1978, who died on 
Feb. 4, 2014 in Charlottesville, Va.

Maj. Gen. (Ret) Alfred J. “Al” Steward, Class of 1981, who died 
on March 9, 2014 in Universal City, Texas

Lt. Col. (Ret) George J. Reyes, Class of 1986, who died on 
April 8, 2014 in Papillion, Neb.

Mr. Glenn M. “Bernie” Koser, Class of 1989, who died on May 
29, 2003 in New York, N.Y.

Maj. Warren R Kadrmas, Class of 1992, who died on May 8, 
2014 in San Antonio, Texas.

2nd Lt. (Ret) William Maggio, Class of 2005, who died on 
March 1, 2014 in Monument, Colo.

 Our sincere condolences to the family and friends of these 
graduates. 

Checkpoints Magazine
Obituary Procedures Outlined

The Association of Graduates is often asked what the procedures are 
for submitting an obituary to appear in the magazine.  The process goes 
like this:

Once the AOG is notified of a graduate, cadet or Air Training Officer 
(ATO) death, Michele Cowan, Customer Service Supervisor and deceased 
notification coordinator,  posts the notice of death on the AOG web page 
and informs various AOG and USAFA Endowment personnel to record 
the  event and make sure that no future mailings will be sent to the indi-
vidual.  

At this point the AOG President/CEO, William “T” Thompson, ’73, 
sends a condolence letter to the deceased’s next of kin informing them 
that an obituary may be provided for publication and that the Obituary 
Editor, Tom Kroboth, will be contacting them concerning specific obitu-
ary requirements.

Depending at what point the current magazine’s production cycle is in, 
the obituary editor sends the next of kin a letter defining specific obituary 
requirements (600 word limit and photo specifications) and a request to 
provide a writer for the obituary and a current photo of the deceased.  If 
the current magazine is close to publication, this letter will not be sent out 
until the current magazine is published.  If the current magazine is in the 
early stages of its publication cycle and the obituary and photo could be 
provided by deadline, the obituary editor’s letter will be sent shortly after 
the CEO’s letter.

All obituaries must be approved by the deceased’s next of kin if one exists.  
Additionally, at the end of each article, we run the name and relationship of 
the writer to the deceased.  If an article is submitted after the deadline for 
the current magazine, the obituary will appear in the following issue.

If anyone has any further questions considering obituaries appearing 
in Checkpoints magazine, please contact Tom Kroboth at Tom.Kroboth@
aogusafa.org or (719) 471-0300 extension 133.  Email is preferred.
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Paul Lasen took pity on this suffering scribe and sent along a variety 
of items. He started by noting those of us who were there on July 11, 1955 
will be the first in many, sometimes memorable, things. This seems a most 
appropriate thought as we just marked the 60th Anni-
versary of the founding of our Air Force Academy. Since 
the winter doldrums seem to have dried up the flood of 
contributions to this column I’ll take the opportunity 
to cover a potpourri of random thoughts and events.

Paul noted one milestone of special interest to him 
and as a lead-in to another. In November last year 
Dean Wood (7th) and Paul (22nd) became the first liv-
ing grads to turn 80 and become Octogenarians. The 
day after Paul’s birthday he flew from Destin, FL back 
to home base of Temple, TX to become the first grad 
to join the UFOs. Not the UFOs that probably came to 
mind, but the United Flying Octogenarians. To become a member of such 
an honored organization you have to be 80 and still flying as PIC (pilot-
in-command). According to their web site (ufopilots.org), there are over 
1,200 current members of the “one of the world’s most distinguished pilot 
organizations”. Lots of different airman’s flight certificates are acceptable 
including fixed and rotary wing, sport, balloon and glider.

Paul’s credentials date from September 1960 when he was granted FAA 
license number 1477772. His ratings include ATP (Airline Transport Pilot) 
and a current CFI (Certified Flight Instructor). Not bad for one of the six 
AF officers who resigned their commissions to join the first class and, I 
believe, the only one who was rated (navigator) and the only one of the six 
sticking with us to graduation. 

Paul also noted we have 13 classmates who will become octogenarians 
this year starting with Steve Hamer and Kent Montavon on July 7th fol-
lowed by the other 11 to the end of the year. 

Up through the first quarter of this year we had lost 14 other classmates 
who would have reached the age of 80 by now. According to my records we 
now have lost one-third of the 207 graduates as of this writing.

Paul sent other tidbits including this item from his Vietnam tour. He 
flew F-105D 60-0504 many times including on his last combat mission 
and has an 8mm film of that flight. The aircraft was assigned to the 357th 
TFS at Thakli (Thailand) and named by Buddy Jones as the Memphis Belle 
II. It survived the war and is on display at the Air Force Museum at Wright-
Pat. Like the first Memphis Belle, a B-17, it is a survivor. Paul said “That is 
often how I think of myself — just a survivor”.

As a parting thought, he added this: “Let’s hope a large number show up 
in June for the reunion as the numbers will dwindle for future gatherings”. 
Well-said Paul.
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Paul’s current bird.

Before leaving the subjects of firsts and memories, I’ve got a couple of 
questions I’ve not been able to answer. Maybe you can help. 

First, how many of our classmates did not graduate from high school 
before coming to the Academy? I know of two but I’ve been told there are 
more. The Academy doesn’t have the answer so I promised them I’d see if 
I could find out. 

Second, how many classmates were born in 1938? I always thought we 
had four but have learned there may be five or more.

If you know of anyone fitting either category let me know. Likewise, if 
you know of any “firsts”, especially if unimportant but at least mildly inter-
esting, send them along as well. 

You may have noticed I’ve been contributing to the Gone But Not For-
gotten column. Typically I use an obituary already published as a baseline 
and try to fill in personal items from the Academy and AF days. So far 
the personal contacts have been limited to the members of the squadron 
the deceased was in at graduation. But we moved around a lot and we 
were not necessarily with our best friends First Class year. I’d appreciate it 
when you send me a few lines when someone you know well has passed. 
I won’t use everything, but the more I have the more likely I’ll be able to 
meld it together in a way that makes sense and helps readers get a better 
understanding of the person.

Moving on to other subjects, this year the AF – Army game is again at 
West Point on November 1st. Judy and I are putting together our mini-
reunion at least one more time. This was to be a heads-up because plans 
are not complete. Since this will not be published until September and 
a detailed email will have been sent, this is now a reminder. A block of 
rooms has been reserved at the Courtyard in Fishkill, NY (same place as 
two years ago) and we have made the group reservation for the Culinary 
Institute of America for Friday lunch. It will be in the American Bounty. 
Room prices are really up this year. Don’t know why. As it is, the Courtyard 
was the lowest we found. Hope you can join us for this mini-reunion.

Thought for the quarter: Our greatest glory is not in never failing, but in 
rising up every time we fail. Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Paul with the Memphis Belle.

Written by Tony Burshnick, Bob Badger and Les Querry, DC ’60.
The annual Founders Day luncheon of the D.C. ‘60 group was held on 

1 April 2014, arranged by Tom Burke at his club, the Springfield (VA) Golf 
and Country Club.  Pursuant to an age-old custom, the ladies also were 
invited to attend on Founders Day and enjoyed their own get-together in 
the Club dining room.  (See photo at the top of the next column.)

The usual roundtable update of recent events by the guys took place.  
Ken Alnwick had just finished up a tough week of lacrosse instructing in 
the cold and rain.  He seemed happy to be inside.  His daughter Melanie 
is still a broadcaster on Channel Five on Sunday mornings and, of course, 
he is quite proud of her.  The Goodsons are in good health.  Leon gave us 
a good rundown on Bob Oaks, who is recovering from a coma.  At Miniski, 
the Marginally Magnificent Performance Award for 2014 went to President 
and CEO, Mr. Al Johnson, who once again demonstrated his unmatched 
navigational skills in one of the most unique maneuvers performed over 
the 24 years of the event.

Bob Badger contends that he is pretty well recovered from his illness af-
ter an MRI brain scan revealed that he does indeed have one.  Les Querry 
had a rough winter at his home in the mountains.  He and Marty are work-
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ing hard to care for her elderly mother.  Bob and Lutzi Fischer will soon 
make a trip to London and Normandy.  He will get to Omaha Beach, too.  
Bob encouraged us to take care of the elderly!  Bill Hockenberry is busy 
with his companies and is pretty well finished with his house upgrades.  
Jerry de la Cruz had a good ski trip and was glad to see all the kids and 
grandkids that show up at the annual event.  Next year will be the 25th 
anniversary of the Johnson Ski School.  Tom Burke gave a good rundown 
on the improvements to the golf course.  If you want to play it, just give 
Tom a call.

Doug Rekenthaler was down in Hilton Head to escape the Virginia 
cold.  Mike Loh was at the Founders Day luncheon at USAFA.  He also got 
to visit with his son MGEN M. Loh and C3C Mike Loh.  Bob Odenweller 
tried to make it, but Jane had just had cataract surgery, so he was taking 
care of her.  Ralph Lalime was down in Sanabel, FL.  Bill Carnegie was 
recovering from cataract surgery.

Joe Higgins says that, like many, he and Sue are “following the grandkids 
with much interest.  Our two high school seniors in the group -- Peter (Ar-
royo Grande, CA) and Priya (Walnut Creek, CA) -- have 
selected colleges, Peter to Colorado School of Mines 
and Priya to Cal Berkeley.  Sophie and Megan here in 
Greenville, SC still have a few years to go but their mom 
and dad as University of Virginia grads would be par-
tial to UVA.  Sue and I are enjoying our log cabin in the 
mountains of western South Carolina (about an hour 
from Greenville) and are in the process of downsizing 
from a city house to a city condo.”

Bill Hales reported that he and Joe Higgins recently 
had a catch-up lunch at the Greenville, SC, Down-
town Airport.  It has been hard for them to remain in 
touch due to family, visitors and travel schedules.  Bill and Barbara have 
been traveling quite a bit.  They have some timeshares and spend time in 
Florida, the Carolinas and up into Virginia.  They just returned from Wil-
liamsburg, where they were joined by a son and family.  Barb has her own 
business of online retailing.  She focuses mainly on beauty products not 
generally sold in stores.  Bill is her “staff.”

GJC Fries had cataracts removed from both eyes and is waiting to get 
new glasses.  His back is healing fine now.  He says that he finally “made 
the big move from a 4-bedroom, 2 ½-bath house on a 1/2 acre lot to a 
2-bedroom, 2-bath 1560 square foot apartment, with a 10’ x 10’ office 
area, and enclosed porch in a retirement community.  Located 10 miles 
from Langley AFB, 5 miles from Fort Eustis, and a half mile from Newport 
News/Williamsburg Airport; couldn’t really ask for a better location.  Of 
course, having a swimming pool and a pretty decently equipped exercise 
room down the hall is pretty neat too!  And let’s not forget the dining room 
that serves from 0800 to 1900 (breakfast items available all the time.) . . . 
Why I waited so long to do this, I don’t know.  I still get to substitute teach 
at the three local Middle/High schools.  Am I having fun?  HELL, YES.”

Jim Alexander says that “The most exciting thing in Martha’s and my 
life is getting up each day!  We are both enjoying decent health and Martha 
continues her daily walks of 3-4 miles at a brisk pace (she’s too fast for me).  
That is followed by 30 minutes of riding a bike near our house where she 
wears out the tires on the bike on a regular basis.  I stay involved with lo-
cal schools raising funds for classroom programs the school district can’t 
fund.  I am also on the Tri-County Technical College Foundation Board 
and help do several fund-raising golf outings each year.  I have also be-
come active in an effort to construct a 9/11 Memorial in Oconee County, 
SC to help the many folks in the Southeast to remember the impact 9/11 
had on our lives.  We have steel from the Twin Towers, blocks from the 
Pentagon and dirt from Shanksville PA, have the design completed and 
hope to move the dirt shortly for an opening planned Sept. 11, 2015.  All 
we need now is $450,000.  Send in your donations soon.”

Norm Haller reports that he and Liz “spent a week with son Richard 
et al in Atlanta.  Richard and Julie, both USAFA-88, lead our only military 
family; Richard (Reserve Lt Col) is a Delta pilot, and they have four chil-

From left standing are Bob Badger, Leon Goodson, Bill Hockenberry, 
George Fries, Ken Alnwick, Bob Fischer, Jerry de la Cruz, Mary Ellen Burke, 
Tom Burke, and Les Querry.  Sitting: Cathe Hockenberry, Becke Fries, Maryn 
Goodson, Judy Alnwick, Tony Burshnick, Gale and Al Johnson, and Marty 
Hiatt (Querry).
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dren, two at the Naval Academy (Jeff-2014, Lauren-2016).  Norm consults, 
Liz spends, and our other three children and more grandchildren are fine.  
By mid-2014, of 15 total grandchildren, 6 will be employed college gradu-
ates, 3 will be in college, and 4 will be in pre-college schools.  Many thanks 
to Tony for keeping DC-’60 active.”

Our next luncheon will be on the 9th of July, the 58th anniversary of our 
entry into USAFA at Lowry AFB. We have scheduled our annual everyone’s 
welcome “Roosting” on the 25th of October.

Submitted by Tony Burshnick, Les Querry and Bob Badger of DC ‘60.  
The September column will be submitted by the “Colorado Springs 
Group.”

FINAL ROLL CALL: Arthur Joseph Lewis died on April 10, 2014, from a 
heart attack; burial was April 16, 2014, at Dallas-Ft. Worth National Cem-
etery.  (There are currently 61 deceased and 166 living graduate-class-
mates.)

David Haines and Teney Takahashi left our earthly midst this quar-
ter.  Their obituaries will appear in the online June issue of Gone But Not 
Forgotten(www.usafa.org/Checkpoints) and in September’s Gone But Not 
Forgotten section of the printed Checkpoints.  

David passed on 19 Feb in Tucson, AZ.  Graveside services will be held 
later at the Academy Cemetery.  Our class owes a debt of gratitude to Tom 
Conley, Hanson Scott, and Tom Eller.  Tom Conley helped David’s family 
settle his affairs and arranged for his remains to be sent to the Academy 
for burial.  During that time, he also worked with Scotty and Dave’s niece 
and brother-in-law to prepare Dave’s obituary.  Tom Eller made the neces-
sary arrangements at the Academy, with the gracious assistance of its staff 
to accept Dave’s remains and prepare a bronze grave 
marker.

Teney passed on 22 March in Honolulu after a brief 
hospital stay. His services were held on 6 April at St. 
Alban’s Chapel, Iolani School, in Honolulu, followed by 
military burial in the Punchbowl’s National Memorial 
Cemetery of the Pacific.

Bill Foster is now home and slowly recovering from 
his third open-heart surgery.

Ginger and Mark Anderson enjoyed a great 2½-week 
trip to Australia and New Zealand in late February/
early March.  Mark helped arrange their Pilot Training 
Reunion (63-B, Reese) in May in San Antonio, their first gathering since 
1962. He and Ginger hope to make the mini-reunion this summer in the 
Springs and a couple of football games this fall. 

Dick “Doc” and Marty Arnold spent a snowy Christmas in Colorado 
Springs with their daughter Elizabeth and granddaughter Kendall (14). 
He golfed with friends in Tucson in February for the warm sun and fun 
times.  Then he enjoyed visiting and catching up and eating and skiing 
and imbibing and telling stories with classmates in Telluride in March. 
The 12th of April, he participated in their Barbershop Show Chorus’ 
Annual Spring Show and sang the lead in a quartet called P2D2.  Their 
quartet sang lots of Valentine’s songs on the 14th of February.  All their ef-
forts are an attempt to raise money for the vocal music programs of local 
schools.  They also serenaded Marty with “Let Me Call You Sweetheart” on 
Valentine’s Day, which he said was great fun and something he had long 
wanted to do. 

Bob Best has decided that he will not spend another winter where there 
is more than a very remote possibility that there will be any type of fro-
zen precipitation. He would certainly entertain any suggestions from our 
classmates of a suitable location to land where he might wear shorts and 
sandals for the remainder of his life.

John Boesch and Jerry Lefton are serving on the Board of their local 
MOAA chapter and will be working together on a MOAA initiative -- Vet-
erans Weekend and a Patriotic Pops Concert -- to raise awareness of and 
funds for needy veterans in their county.  

Pat and Marilyn Buckley departed sunny Florida on 30 Jan for a couple 
of months in Spain, Italy, and England. Their adventures included an auto 
accident, resulting from a severe sideswipe but no injuries.  On 2 and 3 
April they retraced their steps and were happy to get reacquainted with 
their Florida home neighbors, Gene and Judy Davis, biking, running the 
beach, and swimming in the Atlantic.   They still have two empty bed-
rooms in Florida and Spain for anyone who wants to visit.

Doug Cairns reports that he and Dee are working on their Bucket Lists. 
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Last summer they parasailed down the Swiss Alps, which was a hoot.  Now 
they’re looking forward to trips to see their grandchildren. In May they 
flew to Germany to watch their son Rob’s two teenagers play in the DOD 
European high school soccer championships. Those kids have been living 
in Italy for 10 years, and this will be Doug and Dee’s first opportunity to 
watch them participate in their sports. Next, they were on to California to 
see their daughter Cathy’s son, Chris, who is deep into the Silicon Valley 
world and living in downtown San Francisco. Of course they included an 
excursion into Brice’s wine country. 

Anne and Tom Eller were snowbirds for a couple of months in Florida, 
getting to see Hector and Joan Negroni, Tom and Mimi Skilling, Gene and 
Judy Davis, and Ed and Pat Lankenau (’59), as well as being the benefac-
tors of Pat and Marilyn Buckley’s gracious hospitality. They stopped by 
Charleston, SC to see friends from 50 years ago and relive early memories. 
Finally, they spent a couple of days in Louisiana scouring cemeteries look-
ing for Anne’s great-grandfather.  A foot of snow welcomed them three 
days after they returned home.

Jerry Gill enjoyed his visit to China, climbing the Great Wall, spending 
the day with the terracotta soldiers, and touring Beijing, Xian, and both 
ends of Taiwan. He went with an Asian friend, so he had his own transla-
tor. They ate some great food.  

Bill and Linda Griffis heard from Jack and Linda Taylor in March that 
they were traveling to southern Florida for a cruise.  They all met for lunch 
at Charley’s Crab in Palm Beach and then went to see the Bethesda-by-
the-sea church and gardens.  All had a grand time recounting stories and 
debating the fine points of North Philadelphia vs. South Philly.  They con-
cluded South Philly had more glass and stones on their soccer fields.  Bill 
and Linda now have seven grandchildren, all in California, however.

Tom Hill is still coaching high school baseball and enjoying his interac-
tions with the young players.

Lowell Jones said that they held a DC ’61ers luncheon on 24 April in 
Fredericksburg, VA, where John Payne joined them from Richmond.  John 
is visiting in Richmond and has had no more pain or muscle weakness 
since his back surgery in January.  So far the surgery seems to have been a 
success although he is still working towards 100 percent activity.

Terry Jorris, after a six-week training program, is now officially a docent 
at the Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve in Huntington Beach, CA.  Just ask 
him about the mating ritual for the Endangered California Least Tern, or 
how to tell a Snowy Egret from a Great Egret. 

In March Bob Kellock completed his plane’s 50-hour inspection with 
an operational test flight in Patagonia, AZ, and Samantha prepped her 
’75 Mustang II for two shows (Honorable Mention, and then First Place 
in Class).  They attended a 12 April wedding at the top of Aspen Moun-
tain—a truly unbelievable weekend and only the first of several more to 
come.  Their travels then included Brice’s End Of Frost gathering at the 
end of April, the 63B reunion in San Antonio 7-10 May, and a Blind Bat 
Flare/FAC/ABCCC reunion (#5) in Las Vegas 19-21 May.  They also plan to 
attend the ’61 mini-reunion in Colorado Springs 15-18 July, and the FAC 
“Homecoming” Reunion in Ft Walton Beach 21-26 October.  They’re get-
ting the hang of retirement, with fun and volunteerism: Samantha three 
mornings a week in the Long Beach VA Hospital, and they are now being 
vetted by Los Angeles County for the Missing In America Project (MIAP) to 
locate remains of Veterans overlooked in morgues, crematoria, and mor-
tuaries to see that they receive proper honors and interment.

Art and Holly Kerr’s April Anniversary and Holly’s birthday provided a 
reason for members of Det 1, ’61-Washington to crew a cruise ship from 
Miami to San Diego through the Panama Canal.  Jack and Linda Taylor, 
Gene Hopp and lady, Cindy Carlson-Wallace, Holly and Art Kerr wore sail-
or caps with AF insignia.  Sixteen days at sea led the “crew” to value land, 
home cooking, and even the days of the Denver Laundry.  

Jerry and Jo (Sucherman) Mason drove to Austin to meet their new 
granddaughter Teagan (their eleventh grandchild).  Jerry and Jo are also 
proud of another granddaughter, Ainsley, who was the State of Virginia 
winner in the Library of Congress’s “Letters About Literature” contest.  

Joan and Hector Negroni spend January to May every year in their Bo-
nita Springs, FL, home.  They hosted many visits to their home by those 
escaping the snow, as well as a dinner on 13 April in their home for Jim 
and Linda Rogers, and Tom and Mimi Skilling, who also live in the area. 
Brice Jones called in DNIF (Duty Not Involving Financing).  The conferees 
consumed vast amounts of wine, shrimp, stone crabs, and other goodies 
prepared by Chef Joan Negroni.

Charlie and Sarah Stebbins have mostly survived the Great West Virgin-
ia Water Crisis of January 2014.  The chemical spill into their water source 
caused their tap water to smell like licorice, and they were banned from 
drinking it for a week.  In fact, they spent much longer than that drinking 
bottled water, and probably some adult beverages. 

Carleen and Terry Storm will be attending his high school reunion in 
Ketchikan, AK, over the 4th of July.  They also plan to visit relatives and 
friends on the trip, including seeing their daughter and her family in their 
new home in Los Angeles.  Her husband, James, received a great vice pres-
ident job with California Pizza Kitchens.

Tom Sutton fell down his basement stairs on 31 Jan and badly bruised 
his hip bone, but it didn’t break.  Since he’s taking Cumadin for his heart 
condition, his blood won’t coagulate; therefore, one-third of his blood 
spread throughout his lower leg, buttocks, and back.  All those places were 
totally black and blue, but he is pretty well back to normal now and look-
ing forward to a very quiet summer.

Erik Vettergren had surgery on his knee just before Easter.  His doctor 
and sports clinic have had an 87% success rate with their procedure of 
injecting some of his bone marrow and body fat with stem cells under his 
knee cap.  He is hoping to be part of that majority.

Tom and Judy Wilson are looking forward to seeing as many classmates 
and spouses as possible at the Class get-together in July. The Embassy 
Suites in the Springs is bracing itself for the revelry anticipated. If you 
haven’t yet made your reservation, please do so. They don’t want anyone 
to miss out on the fun. The Wilsons are also looking forward to the August 
wedding in Milwaukee of their grandson, Lt. Mick Powell (USAFA 2013) to 
his high school sweetheart. 

Nelson and Teri O’Rear enjoyed three weeks in February with his sister 
and brother-in-law and another week in the middle of March enjoying 
warmer weather, away from Indiana’s winter. 

Thanks to all who contributed.  Those who enjoy reading what others 
have provided but have not also contributed recently should share at least 
a few sentences in the future.  The rest of us want to know what you are 
doing.

Hi Redtags. First an email from Butch Viccellio, to wit: “Hi, Sumo 
(That’s an old nickname I got from Butch in 1959) …Debbie and I just 
returned from a wedding in Phoenix, and to get the full impact of sun and 
fun (Toto, I don’t think we’re in Puget Sound any more!), we dropped by to 
see Shep and Rose in Tucson.  They are doing well, surrounded by cactus, 
wildlife and friends.  Beautiful home and time to enjoy it.  They told us of 
Bill and Gayla Knipp, whom we had just missed and who are doing well 
in Tampa, and were in TUS for grandson’s baseball activity. As you can see 
by the picture, we haven’t wasted away since the 50th, and do very well at 
standing.  Thanks for your excellence as scribe…more to come from trips 
ahead.  Butch.” Thanks, Butch. All of you are looking very well. I touched 
up the pic to make you look your best. 

I got an email from Don Shepperd with a great photo attached showing 
some RTBs and their spouses plus one daughter. “They gathered at the 
USAFA Founder’s Day dinner at a table dedicated to departed 1962 RTBs 
and RTB spouses. Don went on to say, “Jennifer is Jim and Penny Mack’s 

From left are Butch and Debbie Viccellio, and Rose and Don Shepperd.
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daughter who was my first round draft choice for Rose who was unable 
to travel with a bad cold.  Nice dinner, good company, lots of old heads 
from early classes -- former SECAF Mike Wynne (Pat Wynne’s brother) 
was there along with former CSAFs Mike Dugan, Ron Fogleman and Mike 
Ryan – Shep.”

Got this input from Rick Perlotto concerning the Founders Day photo. 
“Attractive women ... in-shape men ...  you all set a high standard! Regards 
to all! Rick.” Can’t improve on that. 

Shep also commented after seeing the picture: “The Ripper has more 
hair on his face than I do on my head -- life isn’t fair!”

Since the printed version of Checkpoints will be a special collector’s edi-
tion without the regular columns, I took a little editorial license to reprint 
items off the Redtag net in this column since I had not received the usual 
truckload of emails. If you are reading this column that means you re-
ceived the notice from USAFA to go to their website to find this column. 

Got this in an all-RTB email from EC Newman: “Joy, joy, joy. -- We 
were not born too early: The Pentagon’s research agen-
cy tasked with developing breakthrough technologies 
for national security has come up with a plan for deal-
ing with shrinking budgets: robotic flight crews. The 
DARPA is currently working on technology that will be 
able to replace up to five crew members on military air-
craft, in effect making the lone human operator a ‘mis-
sion supervisor at a high level.’”

To which, Chuck Cheeseman replied, “The hard-
est part will be replacing the flight attendants on VC 
aircraft.” Good point, Cheezy. DARPA needs more re-
search on that deficiency.

I copied this from a Fred Fiedler email.  “The Buff (B-52) is an inter-
esting animal.  It does not rotate much on takeoff—it lifts off at a pretty 
level attitude and does not fly like a real airplane much until the flaps are 
retracted… On takeoff you can watch the “training wheels” on the wing 
tips start to fly first. BTW—flaps up, the BUFF behaves more like a real 
airplane.  I used to make a lot of flaps-up takeoffs and landings at EDW—
the NASA mother ship that we flew had the flaps disabled.  But we flew 
it pretty light, even with lifting bodies and other things on it. I think if 
bumble bees came in extra large they would look and act a lot like a BUFF.  
But it did play a significant role in winning the cold war. Cheers, Fred.” 
Thanks, Fred, for reliving those old B-52 days.

Copied an email from Charlie Hale commenting about his B-52 days. 
“Most difficult refueling was one over the China Sea enroute from Kadena 
to Vietnam.  SAC wanted us to keep our edge, so despite not needing the 
token offload, we did (as I recall) a 3-BUFF on 2-KC-135 rendezvous and 
refueling. It was a dark night and the turbulence was moderate to heavy. 
A sweaty ordeal, but NO inadvertent disconnects. The second most chal-
lenging was an “emergency” post target aerial refueling on the return trip 
to Guam; very light airplane and one outboard engine shut down. At light 
gross weights, the BUFF is VERY responsive to throttle input and refuels 
in an unaccustomed nose down pitch.  That made it difficult to clearly see 
the director lights, and the airplane didn’t slow down easily. As I recall, I 
retarded the opposite engine to the one shut down to idle, and, after es-
tablished in the contact position with the remaining 6, I used only engines 
#4 and #5 to effect forward/aft movements…  Ain’t flying a hoot? Many 
thanks for bringing back some interesting memories.” Thanks, Charlie.

I copied a picture from several that Mike Tietge posted on the net. I am 
including one that was taken on the European Field trip in the summer of 
1960 in Rome. (See photo at the top of the next column.)

And there was an input from George Thompson, to wit: “B-52 takeoff 
is easy, even with the crosswind crab gear. LANDING is a lot like landing 
in a light tail-dragger (like an O-1 or Cessna 140). Trim as Fred says and 

Seated from left are Jeannie Blaisdell, Ginny McNaughton, Penny Mack, 
and Pam Rokke. Standing: Rip Blaisdell, Bob McNaughton, Jim Mack, Jen-
nifer Mack, Erv Rokke and Don Shepperd. 
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From left are George Toffel (RIP), EC Newman and Bill Knipp.

the ideal touchdown is rear gear SLIGHTLY before (like a 3 point.) I agree 
with most of the comments, esp. Freddie, who may be the only RTB with 
more Buff hours than me (approx 3000) and about 1200 O-1. Refueling is 
the great test. The secret is to remove 1/2 of your input IMMEDIATELY and 
then put in enough reverse to stop the banking. Very interesting description 
by BEVO. George aka El Extremo1312 aka P.K.”  Thanks for that, George.

Got another short email recently from Rick Perlotto. “At a SQ reunion 
this past week end at the Menger Hotel in San Antonio, among the ghosts 
of real warriors – (TR and his ‘Rough Riders’) a discussion came up… we 
were fighter pilots, had been drinking, and had to wear our name tags up-
side down to remember our names.” I thought I was the only one to wear 
nametags upside down. Glad you had a good time.

I have read the past two or three issues of Checkpoints almost com-
pletely and found them very interesting. The class columns are enlight-
ening as well as the special articles about the teams, clubs, fund drives 
and numerous other activities. Try reading the next complete Checkpoints 
whether in print or on line. You’ll be happy you did. Cheers. 

Go Redtags!  Jack.

The Association of Graduates recently learned of the death of Col (Ret) 
Ted Schroeder, CS-04 class of 1963.  Col Schroeder passed away on 27 Feb 
2014 in St. George, UT after battling illnesses related to Parkinson’s dis-
ease. A private memorial service was held in St. George, UT in accordance 
with Col Schroeder’s wishes.  Condolences may be sent to his family in 
care of his wife, Susan: Mrs. Susan Schroeder; 243 N Butch Cassidy Trail; 
St. George, UT 84722-3022

Diff Report: You should have received an email (if we have your correct 
address) requesting a small donation to cover 50th reunion cost overruns 
and future class needs. We hosted 45 family members 
of our 18 KIAs Thursday night and covered the expens-
es for our POWs, the former AF Secretary Mike Wynne, 
the Superintendent, and their families for the dinner 
on Thursday. And, we purchased 50 reunion coins for 
KIA families and gifts for our two POWs and Secretary 
Wynn. These additional expenses were incurred in the 
best interests of the Class.  Looking forward, our ability 
to support classmate’s memorial services with flowers 
sent by the AOG depends on having a positive balance 
in our class Agency Fund (not to be confused with our 
large USAFA Endowment Fund; currently at $868,529). 
This fund has been sustained over the years by unsolicited giving. De-
mands on the fund have been small; however, in the future, greater de-
mands will be incurred by the fund. Donations to the class Agency Fund 
are not tax deductible. We, as all other classes, also have a class Gift Fund. 
At this time we have no need to maintain a balance in this fund as Gift 
Funds (tax deductible) are used for class fund-raising for gifts (statues, 
buildings, etc.) to the Academy. 

The AOG allocates $75 for each classmate memorial service; so, ap-
proximately $25K+ will be needed to cover these costs. This balance is not 
required now; however, over time the Agency Fund must show a positive 
balance. If you would like to help make you donation check payable to: 
“AOG/Class of 1963 Agency Fund” and send to: Association of Graduates, 
3116 Academy Drive, USAF Academy, CO  80840-4775.  
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Class News
2014 Mini-Reunion: Word from Bob Hayes is this year’s Mini-Reunion 

will be held on Saturday, Sept. 27 at the Boise State football game.  After a 
short poll taken the decision was unanimous.  The Falcon’s schedule con-
spired somewhat and we didn’t want to put up with the potential of hav-
ing the Navy game start at 9:30 am to accommodate East Coast fans like it 
did in 2012.  Later game dates would put us into a greater threat for cold 
weather and at our advanced age we need to be careful.  We usually tail-
gate before the game at our usual spot; then we watch the football game 
and go to Arnold Hall afterwards to turn the cups of our recently deceased 
and then enjoy a catered dinner.  Bob should be able to provide planning 
updates to all those on his list.  To get on the list just send him an e-mail at 
bcahayes@comcast.net.   See you there!

Short Reports: The other day Linda and I were reminiscing about our 
first automobile and wondering if we had purchased a sports car or some-
thing like a Mustang (not available to us in 1963) and given our first born 
came along about 15 months after graduation would we have kept the car 
for long.  Well, Bob and Shirley Hall, without knowing any of this, partially 
answered the question with the following photograph e-mailed to me a 
couple of days later.  The gist of his e-photo below is this: 50 years with the 
same wife and the same car.  What a story!

Mick Roth wrote he was getting ready to travel to the Academy to lec-
ture in two classes in the Management Department.  He has done this for 
some time, he says, and is something he really enjoys

John Shmoldas has been flying “Wounded Warriors” in ASK-21 sail-
planes each month for over a year.  These magnificent young men and 
women, recovering from serious wounds encountered in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, seem to enjoy the rush of adrenaline from an acrobatic ride 
over the San Gabriel Mountains and desert east of LA. These events were 
well captured on CNN.com under “Veterans Sail the Skies for Cure”.  John 
also says he was unable to make the 50th reunion as his wife, Lea, was un-
der his and hospice care in their home in Thousand Oaks, CA. Sadly, Lea 
passed away on 15 Mar 14 after battling Multiple System Atrophy (MSA), 
a rare neurological disease.

John Heimburger wrote saying he is planning to climb Mount Ararat 
in 2015 and get a glimpse of The Ark!  He said Astronaut Jim Irwin’s wife, 

Bob, Shirley and Austin Healy; together for 50 years.

Fron left are Dick Brown, Denny King, Gordy Bredvik, John Heimburger, 
and Stinky Steinbrink.

Mary, who lives in Colorado Springs and he have been corresponding re-
garding the location of Noah’s Ark.  Irwin went on 5-6 expeditions in an 
attempt to locate The Ark.  He has already had a meeting with the Turk-
ish Consul last month in Houston and gained their support for the trip.  
John sends beaucoup photos of his doings but the one he took at the May 
2013 USAFA Graduation celebration is a photo of five exceptionally dis-
tinguished classmates taken during the Superintendent’s reception in the 
Falcon Stadium press box.

Butch Verdier attached the picture below of him pinning wings on 
Grandson, Ben Brown-Class of 2012 while on the flight line at Laughlin 
AFB on April 4th.    Ben will be flying the C-5M.

Gil Merkle added a short note with a little more information about class 
participation for our 50th year activities:   “In addition to written biogra-
phies and photos, we have collected 417 short video clips from classmates.  
The videos totaled 2,905 minutes or 48.4 hours of recorded personal sto-
ries that were collected by classmates and placed onto the class histories 
website at www.usafaclasshistories.org.    These videos were recorded and 
collected during the 18 months preceding our 50th reunion in October 
2013.  Thanks to all who participated in or worked on this project.”

Classmates who have yet to record videos for our USAFA CLASS His-
tories website are welcome to record and submit a DVD to Gil Merkle.  If 
you don’t have the necessary recording equipment you can contact Lou 
Matjasko and he might be able to provide some advice or let you know 
if any of the video kits are still available.  Questions on how to access and 
update can be directed to Gil at merkleg@texas.net or Lou at usafa63his-
torian@msn.com.

More Videos:  here is a videos you might find interesting: “USAFA His-
tory:” Use the following URL for this Rocky Mountain PBS Documentary. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnslusqiyPA&feature=youtube. Go to 
the AOG web page and view a number of excellent videos.  The Founder’s 
Day video is especially good. 

That’s it for now.  Thank you all for all the great inputs.  Until next time 
we ask everyone to stay healthy and safe.        

New wings from Gramps.

Reunion – For anyone who has NOT yet made reservations for the re-
union, go to the reunion website at: www.usafa.org/Reunion/1964 and 
follow the “Make your hotel reservations here” link. The schedule is firm-
ing up as a Wednesday through Saturday night event. 

Wednesday, 3 Sep will be early check in and a casual evening social at 
Jack Quinn’s. 

Thursday will include a golf tournament at Peterson’s Golf Club, con-
tinued check in and an evening soiree at the Cheyenne Mountain Resort. 

Friday will start with a Prayer Breakfast, an Open House at the Cadet 
Area-including lunch, USAFA Briefings, a memorial ceremony and the 
evening Class Banquet. 

Saturday morning will include a visit to the SEA Pavilion and a BBQ So-
cial and Saturday evening is blocked off for Squadron Socials – with each 
squadron planning its own event. 

Throughout the reunion, we will have a Hospitality Suite and a Mem-
orabilia Room open. If you have something for the Memorabilia Room, 
contact Usto Schulz (ufes942@hughes.net). He has offered to store items 
if you have to ship them before the reunion.
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Class History – For those of you who haven’t posted a history or story 
on the class history website – DO IT NOW! They plan to give a CD of the 
class history to each reunion registrant. It will be a lot better if it is full of 
individual histories/stories.

Travels - Don Graham wrote, “What is the chance that on a 12-day Ca-
ribbean cruise I would go ashore in Cozumel, Mexico on the last day and 
run into a fellow AF Academy grad in the Duty Free Store?  I guess pretty 
good, because that is what happened.  I went into the first Duty Free store 
by the pier actually looking for bottles of Mexican Vanilla and I spotted 
this gentleman with an AFA Crest on his baseball cap so I approached 
him.  Turns out it was Jim Robison (Class of ’65).  He was there with his 
lovely wife, Donna, to pick up some “refreshments”.  Later we met back on 
the Celebrity Ship for cocktails.  We both couldn’t believe that we met after 
11 days on the ship.”

Also Traveling – Paul Belmont wrote a lengthy blog with many pic-
tures about his and Peggy’s driving trip to and from their Colleyville Texas 
home for their annual Christmas/Snowbird visit from mid-December to 
mid-March (to be close to the grandchildren). [Note to Classmates: Paul’s 
pictures were small to fit in the email blog, so I can’t use them for Check-
points.  You know what he looks like anyway. If not, come to the Reunion.] 
Paul continued, “While our primary objective is to enjoy our grandchil-
dren – the Light of our Lives! –we also look forward to missing the worst 
of the winter here in Virginia, especially the snow.  Well, we got ‘tagged’ 
by the 6 inches of snow that came this past Monday, and now we hear 
of a possible Wintry Mix this coming Tuesday.  And, the 
Dallas/Fort Worth area was not exempt from several 
record-setting cold spells and some ice while we were 
there. Will this crazy winter ever end?

“Anyway, we drove from Virginia to visit with family 
on the way down to Colleyville, and then – on the re-
turn – to meet up and spend time with some Air Force 
friends in Key West Florida at the end of February.  We 
have always wanted to visit Key West – and we had a 
great time – lovely weather, gorgeous sunsets, and in-
teresting attractions.

“The journey through Florida provided us an oppor-
tunity to enjoy a visit with Bruce and Melissa Fister in Niceville, and Phil 
and Randye Glenn in Panama City Beach.  

“Bruce and Melissa have a lovely home in Niceville.  Bruce has his boat 
slip right out back of his home (about 50 yards).  They treated us to a 
speedy cruise to downtown Fort Walton for a great lunch.  It was a delight-
ful day and we are pleased to observe that Bruce and Melissa are enjoy-
ing their active retired life filled with family, Christian Fellowship, exciting 
business ventures, and golf!  We will all get to see Bruce and Melissa at the 
50th – where Bruce will be involved with the Prayer Breakfast. 

“Peggy and I went on to Panama City Beach where we had a visit of the 
better part of a day with Phil.  While it was great to see Phil, we missed 
getting to visit with Randye.  (Randye was out of town on a business trip 
related to the lovely and very creative boutique she owns and manages 
with their daughter in the PCB area.)  As you may or may not know, Phil 
and Randye had a total ‘wipe-out’ of their beachfront home in Navarre 
Beach in 1995 due to a direct hit (Hurricane Opal, I think!).  Fascinating 
story of how they coped for the year after the storm.  Phil is now an expert 
on beachfront living.    

“After exploring most of Florida,] we went on to Savannah.  While in 
Savannah, we visited with Ben Collins and Nancy at their home on Hil-
ton Head Island.  Ben is 13th Squadron and he and I roomed together in 
Boston during my first year at graduate school – ’68-’69 – the year before 
Peggy and I got married.  Ben is very well established in Hilton Head Is-
land real estate, and still enjoys his work.  He gave us a great tour of the 
island – almost made me wish I played golf!”

Marilyn and Don Graham (right) with Donna/Jim Robinson (left-’65) on 
the Celebrity Cruise.
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Trolls Lunch -- On February 25th, The Old Trolls met at Hacienda Colo-
rado for the monthly lunch arranged as usual by Doug Jenkins. This time, 
I was able to meet with them, also.  For once, a trip to Colorado to see the 
grandkids coincided with a planned Trolls event. From left are: Jerry Zion-
ic, Rod Wells, Roger Neeland, Doug Jenkins, DJ Alberts, JackWojnaroski, 
Fred Malmstrom and Bob Hovde.

Sad News – This quarter, we received news of the passing of Fred Pat-
terson in West Virginia due to complications of COPD.

Also, Joe Rodwell succumbed to a long illness in Minnesota. Dave Sam-
uel summed up Joe’s passing as follows: “Joe Rodwell served his earthly 
responsibilities with full commitment and selfless effort, to the immense 
benefit of many of us who had the good fortune to embrace him!  He is 
now and forever in his chosen place, no doubt already pursuing whatever 
he can to reunite his family in eternity.”

One more Reunion Pitch – Think about it. The 50th Reunion will be the 
last one sponsored by the AOG. It will probably be the last big reunion and 
may well be the last one a lot of people will be able to make. If you know 
a classmate that hasn’t participated in reunions in the past, contact them 
and impress upon them that we really would like to see everyone who can 
make it.

The Old Trolls meet to discuss the 50th Reunion and to solve all of the 
problems facing our academy. 

Hello Silvertags!
Since the last issue, we are saddened by the deaths of Roy Fricke, CS-16, 

on 31 Dec 2013 and Lorenzo M. “Ren” Crowell, CS-05, on 12 March 2014.  
You can find specifics of Ren’s passing in the “Gone But Not Forgotten” 
section of this “on line” version of Class News.

I think you should also know that I have a hunch this 
issue of Checkpoints is a “trial balloon” to test the fea-
sibility of converting to an electronic form for Check-
points or just the Class News and Obituaries.  I fear 
change is inevitable and USAFA is bowing to political 
correctness and eschewing principles and traditions 
which, in the past, made us truly outstanding.  “Beware 
the lollipop of mediocrity.  Lick it once and you’ll suck 
forever.”  -Brian Wilson

Our Class Historian, J Stanley Wilkowski wrote: 
“Thanks, Bruce. Enjoy the columns. Have an input to 
send; spent last Christmas in Panama (10 days) with children (4) spouses 
(4) and 16 grandchildren!  Quite the adventure spending their inheritance 
along with them.  BTW, my wife of 46 years passed in August 2012 after a 
long illness. Still adjusting.”  “Unable are the loved to die.  For love is im-
mortality.”  -Emily Dickinson

On 4 April 2014, our Class President, Alva “Bart” Holaday, was rec-
ognized by the Academy and AOG at the USAFA Founder’s Day Dinner 
as one of the winners of the 2013 Distinguished Graduate award.  Bart 
achieved a record of exceptional success as an Air Force officer, federal 
civil servant, venture capitalist and philanthropist. As a cadet, he was a 
varsity athlete, class president, Cadet Wing Commander and earned a 
Rhodes Scholarship to study at Oxford University.  Being in the Squadron 
around the corner (22nd) from Bart, I had the opportunity to know him 
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a little and saw him several times after graduation.  Next to his sense of 
humor, I think his common sense is his strongest attribute.  “To know that 
you do not know is the best.  To pretend to know when you do not know is 
a disease.”  -Lao-tzu, The Way of Lao-tzu

This is the largest group of ’65ers I’ve seen since our 2010 group photo.  
Bart Holaday is in the center of this photo.  I also found Mike Ryan, Bill 
Roberts, Howie Estes, Jim Spittler and a few others.  Bill Roberts and I 
tried to tag (Facebook lingo for naming people in a photo) everyone but 
failed miserably.  Please try and send me the names and I’ll rerun it next 
issue with names on all the faces.  Or we can just wait ’til our 50th reunion 
to see whom we recognize and who we don’t.

From Joe Koenig I received the following: “Bruce, attached find a photo 
of three ’65ers at this year’s AFIT graduation -- spectators not participants.

Jim Turinetti, middle, had the most to celebrate and be proud of. His 
son, Joel, received his Doctor of Philosophy for his work and dissertation 
on Enhanced Discrete Element Methods for Neutron Transportation. Joel 
is a civilian DoD employee working at Kennedy Space Center. Jim and 
Linda’s older son is an Army O-6 currently at the Eisenhower School of 
the NWC. Vic Grazier (to Jim’s right) and I were there to congratulate and 
celebrate with the international officers in this year’s class. We both spon-
sor at least one international officer each year. Vic was venturing out for 
the first time without his (temporary) walker. He’d just had his right knee 
replaced earlier in the month.”  “He who has health, has hope; and he 
who has hope, has everything.”  -Thomas Carlyle

From Bob Zepecki: “Dear Bruce. Enjoyed your articles.  I know what 
you mean about losing strength. I guess all of us were so enamored with 
our vibrant and enthusiastic physical attributes that the steady decline 
is more noticeable even more morbidly obvious.  Going from picking up 
tree trunks to picking up twigs is a bummer!”  (See photo at the top of the 
next coluumn.) “You only live once, but if you do it right, once is enough.”  
-Mae West

That’s “30” for this Quarter.  I hope Bob Zepecki’s use of the past tense 
about enjoying my attempts isn’t prophetic.  If you see another classmate’s 
name on this column next issue, you’ll know the PC Police have uprooted 

Greetings, Redtags!  This is the first time that the class news part of 
Checkpoints has been issued only in this digital format.  (OMG, when I 
thought we were limited to only 140 characters and I had to type this with 
my thumbs, I LOL so much that I ROTF).  So, if you are reading this news-
letter, you have officially embraced (tolerated) the digital revolution in 
news media; and, if you are not reading this newsletter, then … hmmmm?  
This should be a one-time event, and we will return to hard copy for the 
next issue.

Two of our classmates are providing the top leadership for the Daeda-
lians—Nick Kehoe has been the National Commander of the Order of the 
Daedalians for the last couple of years, and Jerry Allen just took over as 
the Chairman of the Daedalian Foundation—the arm of the Daedalians 
that raises money for scholarships to motivate young people to pursue 
military aviation careers.

me.  In any event, please send me new input via any communication tool 
at your disposal.  You can even call me (402-470-7152).  

Bruce. ’65 – Best Alive!

Bob Zepecki and friend.

Pete Nash, who lives in Sun City AZ, just returned from a week long 
trip to Texas where he visited several classmates.  In Austin he had a get 
together with Bob Estus, Tim Brown and their wives (picture courtesy of 
Tim).  Then, after cruising down I-35, Pete enjoyed a 6th Squadron mini-
reunion in San Antonio.  The guests of honor were the former 6th Sq AOC 
John Bales and his lovely wife, Margaret.  Those AOCs who seemed so old 
at the time have somehow gotten a lot younger (and closer to our own 
age) after all those years since graduation.  (See photo at the top of the 
next column.)

Randy Jayne writes that the boys of “Seagram’s Seven” Squadron gath-
ered in San Antonio in March for their annual Spring Fling golf outing.   
The event, which was hosted by Bill and Suzan Eubank, drew nine class-
mates from 7th Sq who chased that little white ball around and told stories 

Catching up on old times in Austin: Tim and Suzie Brown, Pete and 
Kathy Nash, and Bob and Lindy Estus.
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of times gone by.  Thanks to our classmates who live in or near Charlottes-
ville, VA, 7th Sq is planning for the 2015 version to be held in that historic 
area.   Maybe they can rent Monticello for a little golf and dinner?  Randy 
claims to be moving steadily to a 2015 status of semi-
retirement, which they call “Partner Emeritus”, where 
his work will be much reduced.  He says that he is prac-
ticing for that status right now. He and Nancy were in 
COS for an Endowment board meeting, and went to the 
Founders Day 60thanniversary dinner at the club where 
they visited with several other Redtags who were also 
enjoying the celebration. 

Randy also says that they now have a firm date to 
dedicate the A-1 Skyraider Memorial Plaque for the 
SEA Memorial in Doolittle Hall.  Of the less than 700 
USAF pilots who flew the A-1 in combat in SEA, 39 were 
USAFA grads.  Among the seven who were killed in action and memorial-
ized on the plaque is our classmate, Ramsey Vincent.  They would love to 
have any of our classmates who can make it join them for that ceremony 
on Friday, Sept. 12th, at 1300 in Doolittle Hall.

6th Squadron mini-reunion in San Antonio.  From left are John Van 
Duyn, Donna Van Duyn, Janie Aykroyd, Kathy Nash, Margaret Bales, John 
Bales (AOC), Jeff Aykroyd, J.O. McFalls, and Pete Nash.
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Here’s a repeat of some news about our 50th Reunion from our class 
Senator’s (Larry Bagley) latest report:  The Class of ‘66 Colorado Springs 
area Grads have had a couple of informal meetings concerning the 50th 
Reunion in the Fall of 2016. We will become more formally organized this 
spring, and will be seeking feedback from all ‘66 Grads concerning the 
50th Reunion. The 45th Reunion Committee elected Bill Riley to be Chair-
man of the 50th Reunion Organizing Committee. If you want a head start 
in providing feedback on anything concerning the reunion, please feel 
free to contact Bill via e-mail at: mtntennis@msn.com.  Also, a remind-
er from Dick Oliver – “In anticipation of again having a special Reunion 
DVD, now is the time to send in those recent photos taken at our 45th re-
union before they are stowed away and forgotten.  Please forward this re-
quest to your squadron mates; not only for photos from our 45th reunion, 
but other photos from classmates who have not contributed in the past.  
Great shots include group photos of squadron mini-reunions, as well as 
pictures from Nam, other career highlights, weddings, grandkids, etc.  Just 
email the digital photos to:  Dick at RockyDick@gmail.com”.

We’ll close with a sad note—Mike Heenan passed away on 12 March 
in Colorado Springs after a brief illness.  If you remember, Mike was the 
Chairman for our last reunion in 2011, and made it a great success.  He 
was one of the really nice guys in our class and we will miss his easy-going 
ways and his wicked sense of humor.

As you travel this summer, visit a classmate, take a picture and send it to 
me to share with the rest of the Redtags.  Until next time… Happy Landings!

Seagram’s Seven crowd in San Antonio. From left are Bill Eubank, Dick 
Wetzel, Bob Gravelle, Larry Sidwell, Tobe Gooden, Jim Boney, Jim Simpson, 
Randy Jayne, and Bill Dunne.

Greetings, one and all.  It is a beautiful spring day in New Mexico and 
here I am, grinding out our class news. 

To begin, a “small world” note: some years back I had some brief com-
munication with Dale Hoekstra, a Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgeon, who is 
the Medical Director for Carrie Tingley Hospital at the U of NM; then no 
contact for several years. Recently a coworker of my wife had a baby, born 
with congenital abnormalities, some of which were in Doug’s area of ex-
pertise. The young parents (reasonably) had many questions and seemed 
to be having trouble accessing parts of the medical system.  I reached out 
across the years, contacted Dale and asked if he could assist.  His immedi-
ate response was “I’ll take care of it.”  And he did – expediting a clinic visit, 
personally assessing the child and advising the parents.  I saw the parents 
and baby shortly afterwards, and they could not speak highly enough of 
Dale’s professionalism and TLC.  Thanks again, Dale.

Bittersweet news about Doug Ferguson, lost so long ago:  

“…More than 44 years after his plane was lost in combat during the 
Vietnam War, U.S. Air Force Capt. Douglas David Ferguson is coming 
home… Ferguson graduated from …the Air Force Academy in 1967. He 
flew with the 555th Tactical Fighter Squadron, known as the Triple Nickel, 
based at Udorn Air Base in Thailand. Ferguson was 24 years old at the 
time of his disappearance and death. His F-4D Phantom fighter-bomber 
took a direct hit from ground fire and exploded while the plane was at-
tacking fuel storage tanks in northern Laos.  His sister, 
Sue Scott, said a public memorial service for Ferguson 
(was held) at Joint Base Lewis-McChord… Scott has 
been a board member and chairman of the National 
League of Families of Prisoners of War and Missing-in-
Action service personnel since shortly after her brother 
went missing… Ferguson’s record in just five months 
overseas was that of a man headed for better things in 
the Air Force… But it was not to be. Ferguson was best 
man in the wedding of Dennis Hill, a fellow … Air Force 
Academy classmate who flew AC-130 gunships during 
the Vietnam War. While Ferguson remained in “miss-
ing” status, his name, rank and date of disappearance appeared on thou-
sands of stainless steel bracelets distributed nationwide by the league as 
a means of keeping the POW-MIA issue alive. He was one of more than 
2,500 men who went missing during the lengthy conflict and for whom 
such bracelets also were distributed…”      The full story is available at 
http://www.thenewstribune.com/2014/03/09/3087225/remains-of-ta-
coma-airman-killed.html#storylink=cpy.

From Arch Archibald – “A slow hand salute to Doug and to all those we 
have lost serving our Nation.” 

Some of you are aware that Roy Miller has taken a firm position on is-
sues related to the Honor Code.  Here is part of a recent communication 
from Roy: “…Recent copies of Contrails claim that the wording of our 
Cadet Honor Code has not changed. No one who has actually studied 
the Code, as it is stated in earlier Contrails, could possibly make such a 
claim. While wording changes over the years may be considered minor, I 
would contend that, if we cannot even maintain the wording of the Honor 
Code, is it likely that we will maintain any consistent administration of the 
Code?”  In a separate communication, related to the 10-year anniversary 
of the “friendly fire” death of Pat Tillman, Roy wrote “…Finally, as I return 
to what I believe is most egregious act of dishonor in military history, the 

Doug’s MIA bracelet
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Tillman cover-up, I want to suggest that we return to strict enforcement of 
honor codes at our military academies. We desperately need these shin-
ing examples of officers who lived four years without ever lying, stealing, 
cheating, or tolerating. They may not live a completely honorable life 100 
percent of the time after they leave the Academy, but they know it is POS-
SIBLE to do so because they did it; and that knowledge alone makes it 
more likely that they will strive to do live honorably and that they will in-
fluence others to do so. We need to move in that direction. And let us not 
be deterred by the fact that society in general seems to be moving in the 
wrong direction. Let us not use that fact as an excuse. We were trained as 
leaders. Let us lead, not follow. Our military and the whole country needs 
our leadership.”

The OSI-informant controversy at the Academy seems to have lessened 
in the past months.  Official responses are available via social media at 
www.facebook.com/airforceosi and www.twitter.com/airforceosi.   The 
more recent stuff that hit the fan: forwarded from Bob Selke was a de-
scription of the recent Bible-verse-erased-from-a-cadet’s whiteboard 
issue, entitled “At Air Force Academy, Fight and Flight” and available at 
http://www.frc.org/washingtonupdate/at-air-force-academy-flight-%3 
cem %3eand%cem%3e-flight. With those issues, plus budget cuts, plus 
the usual USAFA fun and games – I expect the Superintendent has a pretty 
full plate. 

Memory Lane:  I came across a photo a while back, of Les Jensen as a 
doolie, atop a peak overlooking the AFA that he and Jim Shaw and I had 
scaled long ago.

Here is Les’ version of the back story: “Cadet 4th Class Les Jensen at the 
summit of Eagle Peak on the Rampart Range west of the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. This was taken spring of 1964. The flower on my cap makes me 
out of uniform (must have been listening to some Bob Dylan before the 
climb). I, Larry Wilson, and Jim Shaw each drank a 3.2 beer at the top, left 
3 beers for a future climb that never happened.”  This must have been be-
fore Lloyd Duncan taught us all the unforgettable lesson: “You can never 
be too military.” 

That pic from long ago stirred up a fair amount of email traffic amongst 
our CS-06 guys, as did some recollections of our 100th Night celebration.  
There have been threats of the release of other pics from those days. If 
others of you have such pics from yesteryear – shoot them to me with 
identifying info and I’ll try to share them. 

A brief update about Jim McDermott: After retiring from the AF in 1988 
at Dover AFB, Jim worked first for Marriott Corp.  He moved on “…to a 

Flower Child, doolie version!

USAFE memories!

teaching job as AFJROTC instructor in Fayetteville, NC, where we have 
been ever since. I left teaching in 1998 and have been working on my ten-
nis game since then…”   

Some of you may know Nels Running of ’64.  He introduced the 
“…premier of the National Geographic Channel’s Vietnam War 
movie, ‘BROTHERS IN WAR’… This movie, founded on the real life story 
of … the last to be drafted into our nations’ service, trained and deployed 
as a group to fight in the Vietnam War…”  Those who saw this program 
were impressed.   Look for it. 

Here’s a toast to the host…
My words are pretty much gone so -- that’s all, folks. God bless the 

troops. Take care of yourselves and your families.  Vaya con Dios.

HELLO ’68! Is it spring, yet? As a Mid-Atlantic East-Coaster, I am clearly 
not accustomed to the extraordinarily long winter embrace we experi-
enced this year and am looking forward to some warmer temperatures so 
we non-Eskimos can all thaw out. 

CLASS NEWS ONLINE: Hopefully, you received notice from the AOG 
that our class news would not be printed in the June edition of Check-
points, but would be posted online. The decision was made so the maga-
zine could serve as a tribute to the 60th Anniversary of the Academy and 
would be published in a hard-cover, coffee-table style larger size book as 
a keepsake. If you failed to receive or read the notice from the AOG, then 
this spring 2014 column may also be found on our class website. 

MOAA RENDEZVOUS: The photo above of Tony and Brenda Robert-
son and Mark Torreano was taken on April 8th during MOAA’s annual 
“Storm the Hill” event in Washington, D.C.  Tony is on the Board and Mark 
is President of the Hawaii State Chapter. In addition to his official busi-
ness sessions, Mark made a quick visit to Northern Virginia to spend a 
weekend with his son Mark and his granddaughter in Loudon County and 
then left right after the Thursday session to drive to NYC to visit his old-
est granddaughter who is in college just north of the city.  To complete 
the “Torreano Grandchildren Tour,” he then flew to 
Las Vegas to spend spring break with his three grand-
sons. And, for those wondering what happened to the 
Robertson’s after Tony retired from Boeing, they are se-
curely ensconced in two states.  Cold weather months 
are spent at their home in Fort Myers, FL and warm 
weather months (roughly from Memorial Day through 
Thanksgiving) are spent at their abode in Centerville, 
OH (near Dayton). Tony assured me that the welcome 
mat is open to classmates regardless of which house he 
is living in at the moment.

’68ER AIR FORCE CIVILIAN HANGS UP BLUE 
BLANKET: J.B. Schroeder wrote to let the Class know he is “finally letting 
go of the ‘blue blanket’.” In J.B.’s own words, “On the 31st of March, I will 
retire. I have been employed at the Air Force Research Lab (at Wright-Pat-
terson AFB) since 1987. Adding my civilian time to my active duty and 
Academy time gets about 38 years in government service. I may be one 
of the last of our class to leave the Air Force. . . I am sorry I missed the 
45th reunion, but I am planning to make the 50th. Please pass along my 
regards from OH – IO.”

’68ers link-up at MOAA meeting in D.C. From left are Tony and Brenda 
Robertson and Mark Torreano.
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DELTA EMPLOYEE BENEFITS: Did you ever ask yourself, “Wouldn’t it 
be great to just get away from the hustle and bustle of daily life and spend 
a few days somewhere else?”  Apparently, at least one of our classmates 
decided to do something about it by taking advantage of his status as a 
Delta Global Services employee.  In his New Year 2014 correspondence, 
Jim Reese wrote: “We were sorry to have missed the reunion, the only one 
since the 20th.  It fell right after a business trip to Berlin and right before 
a long-planned vacation to Argentina. I just couldn’t make it work. But 
we are already making plans for the 50th in ‘18.  Hopefully we will both 
still be able to ‘go long!’” (Scribe Note:  Going long was the football play 
that Jim and I used to call while we were roommates and were playing 
pick-up games at the Academy on the weekends. We discovered at various 
reunions over the years that “going long” seemed to be resulting in much 
shorter distances than back-in-the-day when we were cadets.) Jim con-
tinued, “We’re doing fine. I’m still working at Delta Global Services in the 
pilot training arena. This is what took me to Berlin (and Bangkok before 
that). Marcia is still involved in lots of activities, mostly revolving around 
grand kids. We really enjoyed our trip to Argentina. The photo attached 
shows Marcia and me standing near vineyards in the town of Mendoza 
(the Argentine wine region). That’s the Andes in the background blending 
in with my own white top.” Jim ended his note by extending best wishes 
for the New Year.

AUTHOR!  AUTHOR!  During the comings and goings of our 45th re-
union, I was made aware of books written by our classmates Dennis 
Busch and Skip Pardee.  Dennis’ book is titled Psywarrior and is a humor-
ous true story about events that took place during the Vietnam War.  It is 
a firsthand account of a young pilot’s year-long tour in the latter years of 
the war and provides details of just how much trouble an insolent airman 
can get into when provided with the use of an airplane six days a week, a 
random grunt for a crew, a mission of dubious importance, minimal risk, 
and half of South Vietnam for his playground. It will never go down in the 
annals of great American heroism; there is NO blood, NO guts, NO glory, 
certainly NO heraldry. Warriors in Valhalla will not stand up and cheer for 
this adventure, but they will get a good laugh and so will you.

Skip’s book is titled Skip Pardee’s 10 Principles for a Healthier and Hap-
pier Life. It was written from notes he took over a number of months that 
described what it took for him to be happy while being outwardly success-
ful but battling depression and wondering where life was taking him.  It is 
a book of inspired thought and finding life’s true center.

Jim and Marcia Reese soaking in sun and warm weather in Mendoza, 
Argentina.

Three Generations With Silver Oak Leaves: Prior to our 45th Reunion, I 
received the photo of Steve and Jayne Mish’s son Jerry’s pin-on ceremony 
to lieutenant colonel. He represents the third Mish to attain that rank fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Steve’s father and himself.  Jerry is serving as the 

The Mish Family legacy continues. From left are Shaleigh, Kylie, Jerry, 
Jayne, and Steve.

Director of Operations for his C-130J training squadron at Little Rock AFB.    
As for Steve, he said he is still upright, breathing, and has managed to keep 
his golf handicap in single digits.  When not traveling to see the grandkids 
(daughter’s family lives in Las Vegas), he has become a golf rules official.  

EAST COAST REUNION: The next East Coast Reunion will be held at Ed 
and Karen Eberhart’s home on June 21st.  Start time is 6:30 pm.

REESE AFB 70-01 PILOT TRAINING REUNION: The 45-Year Reese AFB 
Class of 70-01 Pilot Training Reunion will be held in Albuquerque from 18-
21 Sept.  Questions? Contact Reunion Chairman Jim Lozito at vlozito3@
comcast.net. 

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS: Please keep Mike Nash in your thoughts 
and prayers in the loss of his wife Sue on April 14th.

THAT’S A WRAP: Mind the flak; keep ’em flying, and keep those cards, 
letters, e-mails, and photos coming in to Pat Russell and me.  Ciao for 
now.  Tim

Summer’s here, a new class has heaved hats into the air at Falcon Sta-
dium, and our Reunion looms in October.  As most know by now, the dates 
are on tap for October 15-18, with New Mexico in town to battle the Fal-
cons.  Chris Christie has vowed to keep all lanes of I-25 open through the 
3rd quarter, at least.  More missives from Glenn Schlabs on your prefer-
ences as the summer progresses.   Rumor has it that he is trying to line up 
Bruno Mars for halftime entertainment. 

Going back in time to the “unpublished picture” files, below please note 
the great shot sent along by Tom Shumway on the occasion of the 40th Re-
union of the An Loc aviator gathering, held in October 2012.  Pictured are 
Rudy Hallenbeck, Tom, and Ron Peterson, Rudy taking the prize for most 
graduation-day-like shock of hair!

Also in the file is this shot of Jerry Ball at Macchu Picchu last November, 
crossing off one more of the entries on his bucket list, one that had been 
enumerated since taking HS Spanish.  These ruins offer a higher-than-aver-
age probability of running into another ’69er than do most exotic destina-
tions you might visit, so plan accordingly. One word description: magical. 

Can Jim Hoskins, Ric Katnik, and Dave Nelson, all Air Staffers with 
Jerry back in the mid-’80s, be far behind?

Rudy, Tom, and Ron reminiscing on their time at An Loc.

Jerry Ball hiking the Inca Trail to Macchu Picchu’s Sun Gate (and failing 
in his effort to look nonchalant).
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Posners Jeff and Anne have been extremely busy with their 40-foot sail-
boat Joyful, on which they now reside full time having sold their home in 
Huntsville last fall.  They departed Mobile and are due to arrive in the Ches-
apeake Bay in late May.  They have signed up to join the Blue Planet Odyssey 
around-the-world sailing rally, a two-year(+) affair with some 40 sailboats 
from around the globe sailing the classic westbound trade winds routes, 
gathering  scientific date from the oceans for NOAA and universities. 

Jeff Grime and his (non-’69er) partner from Bluffton, SC headed to Ki-
awah Island Golf Resort near earlier this year, and swept the super senior 
(over 65) divisions of the Carolina Golf Associations two Senior Four-Ball 
One-Day tournaments, carding a 69 at Oak Point and 
a 68 at Cougar Point.  Congrats to Jeff for doing some-
thing most of us dream of being able to accomplish 
one day, but would probably wake up and apologize 
for dreaming it. .  

PK Carlton retired from Texas A&M in January 2013, 
and is remaining in College Station for the time being.  
He and Lady D have purchased a lake home in Granbury, 
Texas, one that has become a beach house during the 
punishing drought that has hit the area.  When not con-
ducting rain dance séances, PK is still sitting on Boards 
and consulting in a variety of areas, and continuing his 
important work in saving lives in war zones, the rates of which are now at 
history’s lowest levels, with the preventable mortality rates in war zones at 
3% (by comparison, the rate in rural America is 35%).  Son Paul Carlton III 
is a squadron commander at Columbus, so the long chain of blue suits and 
remarkable Carltons wearing them continues unbroken. 

Also with a squadron commanding son is Les Dyer…Son Todd com-
mands the 335th FS “Chiefs” F-15E Strike Eagles.  Having Carltons and Dy-
ers in line to run our Air Force bodes well for the future. 

John Hopper cruised through a piece in the HuffPost which named 
“America’s 15 coolest small towns.”  And, lo and behold, there stood Mayor 
CJ Wax’s own Rockport Texas in the Top 15.  Great “find” by John and great 
efforts by CJ and Susan in helping give Rockport such cache, running in 
such esteemed company.    

Gerry Schwartzel is known among his ’69er brothers for many things, 
but certainly for his sweet golf swing and near-scratch game – he’s a legit 
2, far beyond most of us hackers. However, he is now known for something 
else – ingenuity.  It seems while playing golf recently in Palm Springs he 
sent his ProV1 off the tee into the abyss, said ball never to be seen again.  
Ever the gentleman, Gerry tossed his driver with such primal force that it 
snapped in half, despite the elegance of the toss.  Most of us might swear 
and moan as we broke the remaining two pieces in half again, tossed the 
destroyed remains in the trash, and coughed up $450 for a replacement,.  
But not our Gerry.  No sir.  Exhibiting the ingenuity he learned at the Zoo 
from uncountable nights studying into the wee hours, he instead invent-
ed a revolutionary drink stirrer as shown in this picture, combining in 
seamless complement two of the loves of his life – golf and whiskey.  The 
third and most important, Lady Deni, can only look on and smile – wryly.  
Contact Gerry for investment or phenomenological details.  The IPO will 
be next month.  And, the smile is free!
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Building is well underway on the new CCLD, which will house our Class 
Gift, the Class of 1969 Cadet Wing Honor Board Room.  The lofty purpose 
of our gift, tied umbilically to the AF’s Core Values, looks to be matched by 
the iconic status of the structure itself, which the Academy’s communica-
tions and public relations team are working to bring to the attention of 
national networks.  Though we have reached our original goal of raising $2 
million, the Class continues to run well shy of 100% participation.  So, if it 
is your inclination to participate with your fellow ’69ers in this gift, please 
don’t let the opportunity to contribute pass by before it is too late!

Gerry Schwartzel demo-ing his new cocktail accessory.

Next issue should be hard-copy and out before the reunion.  Cards, let-
ters, e-mails, and texts welcome!  Best to all, Lindsey

Greetings classmates! I usually save the bad news for the end of my 
column, but losing three classmates in three weeks merits a reminder we 
need to cherish our times together. Life is getting too short and we all are 
running out of road. It was very sad to hear about the 
deaths of Tom Pratt, Gus Sorenson, and Mike Ryan. All 
three were good men. Tom was a highly respected of-
ficer and greatly admired by his classmates in CS-40. 
Scott Barker gave a moving eulogy at his funeral. Gus 
was a prior enlisted man and served as a mentor to 
many of us who were with him at the Prep School. Mike 
was an All-American cross country champion who fin-
ished second to the legendary Steve Prefontaine at the 
NCAAs. He was also a successful lawyer in California. 
Tom and Gus were buried here at the Academy and 
many Seventy men were there to pay their respects. 
Mark Ewig, Dave Gaw, Tooey Emery, Bill Porter, Gary Dahlen, Mike Tor-
reano, Cook Villareal, Roger Hill, Gerry Shaw, Vic Bradford, Tony Mar-
ietta, Scott Barker, Rick Lesch, and Brian Lopert.  Apologies to those I 
missed.
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We all owe several classmates a deep debt of gratitude. I believe it was 
Larry Bush’s and Roger Hill’s idea to put up Seventy pennants on the 
graves of our departed classmates on the days one of our classmates is 
buried at the cemetery. Larry, Roger, Gerry Shaw, Dave Gaw, Bill and Don-
na Porter have put up the pennants in all sorts of weather. There efforts 
allow us to walk the cemetery and pay our respects to those who are no 
longer with us. There are far too many men there who shared the Acad-
emy experience with us. I miss them.

Kudos to Gregg Popovich and Dave Palanchar.  Gregg won his third 
NBA Coach of the Year Award. Popo joins Don Nelson and Pat Riley as the 
only coach to win the award three times. The Spurs had the best record in 
the NBA at 62-20. Popo has led the Spurs to 15 straight 50-win seasons. 
Dave Palenchar will be given the Thayer Tutt Sportsman Award at the 
Colorado Springs Sports Hall of Fame 28 Oct. Way to go men!

Harry Strittmatter started building an Acrosport II back in 1990. Over 
20 years later and after many PCS moves with aircraft parts in the back of 
his truck, Harry finally restarted the project about 4 years ago and flew the 
first flight last August.   Harry is in Niceville, FL but is moving to George-
town, TX to be near their six grandsons! Had a good discussion with Tom 

Seventy Men Honor Gus Sorenson.  From left are Brian Lopert, Tony Mar-
ietta, Dave Gaw, Roger Hill, Cook Villareal, Dick Rauschkolb, Vic Bradford, 
and Gerry Shaw.
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Rayl who is in Merced and trying to play some golf while dealing with 
back issues. Brother and former BCT roomie George is doing some con-
sulting work while enjoying living in Grand Junction. Rob Robison and 
Roger Radcliff continue to do some serious traveling around the country.

It appears Seagram’s 7 men had another Reunion in Death Valley. I 
guess they went there to relive our glorious days out at Fort Carson at 
Camp Red Devil where we experienced Air Force appreciation week back 
in the day. Dana and Linda Arbaugh, DK and Nancy Shelton, Don and 
Lendella Mills, and Bruce French did some hiking and enjoyed a lot of 
adult beverages. 

Phill and Ginny Kolbe have a great-granddaughter. They are moving 
again to warmer SW Florida. His son is home from his 5th combat tour, 
3rd in Afghanistan. Phill is still teaching on-line for UTEP -- teach from 
the beach! I asked him to hook me up with that job, but he has not re-
sponded. By the time you read this, San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed will have 
made a presentation at the AOG and taught a few cadet classes. Thanks for 
sharing your wisdom Chuck!

In April, the Rampart Chapter of the AOG hosted a Founders Day lun-
cheon and asked us to give members a tour of the SEA Pavilion. It was a 
great experience. Mike Torreano gave a superb talk and it was very enjoy-
able to see all the grads, particularly those of the Vietnam era, tour the Pa-
vilion. Ron Hindmarsh, ’69, chapter president, said, “All fourthclassmen 
should be required to visit the Pavilion.” We all wish that would happen!

Slipping the Surly Bonds.  Suzy and Harry Strittmatter prepare to kick 
the tires and light the fires.

I guess it is time to look into the old crystal ball and see what is up for 
the Falcons on the gridiron next year. After the worst season in history, 
one would hope for a major turnaround. I went to several spring prac-
tices and was pleased to see the boys doing some serious hitting and lots 
of scrimmages -- much more than in past years. We also have two new 
coaches on defense. One coached linebackers at Penn State for 13 years. 
His experience alone should shore up our porous defense that gave up 40 
points a game last year. We should be okay at QB; have three men coming 
back with game experience. We have a great wide receiver and I saw some 
good speed at running back. Nevertheless, I am pessimistic that we will 
win six games and be able to go to a bowl game. The Navy game in early 
October will be a good indicator of where the Falcons stand for having at 
least a 6-6 season. 

Start thinking about our 45th Reunion in 2015. We want to try and do 
it while the weather is nice so we won’t wait until the Army game in No-
vember. 

As we approach our 45th Anniversary, we have a number of heritage 
projects (reface the Memorial Wall, HVAC in Pavilion, restroom, storage 
area, vibrant web site, and a plaza near the East Wall) surrounding the Pa-
vilion that we would like to fund and complete before our next Reunion! 

Seventy Men at SEA Pavilion.  From left are Gerry Shaw, Gary Dahlen, 
Tooey Emery, Bill Kirkman, The Phantom, Dave Gaw, and Mike Torreano.

We recently got design drawings for these additions. They are very im-
pressive and we will share them once the AOG Board and the Academy 
approve these projects. This will be our last major fund-raising effort. We 
hope you will continue to support our important heritage goals that will 
preserve the legacy of The Long Blue Line and serve as an inspiration to 
future generations of cadets. Checks should be made to the Class of ’70 
Gift Fund and sent to the Endowment. 

Thoughts and prayers to Donna Sterling who is battling a grave illness. 
Good to hear Mike Lambert and Henry Mitchell are doing well after hav-
ing some recent health work done. Steve MacIsaac is getting back on the 
links after a hip replacement. 

Hope you all have a great summer and enjoy family, friends, and some 
good golf!

If you have found the column, you know about the 60th Anniversary is-
sue of Checkpoints, and are reading it on line. If not…

Mike Lackey lost a short but furious battle with cancer in March. Honi 
Garvin let me know about Mike in late January, and I was able to visit him 
before he passed on. Here was a man who knew what was going to happen 
and accepted it with equanimity. I know that lots of you guys made time to 
come in and see him, which his family really appreciated. 

Bob “George” Klimek’s wife, Jessica, nee Nguyen Thi Hiep, also passed 
away recently. They met while he was stationed in Saigon. Her family 
was military; she endured almost constant Viet Cong threats of abduc-
tion and murder. The closest scrape was with a roving 
gang who were looking for “American collaborators.” 
When another group of VC clashed with them, she was 
able to slip away. As a reaction to her earlier life, she 
appreciated Western civilization and its concepts of 
freedom and individual worth, including John Wayne 
movies and “Star Trek”. They have two daughters; one 
is an astronomer in New Mexico and the other is a bal-
let teacher/performer in the Phoenix area. George, I 
would have enjoyed meeting her. My personal condo-
lences and that of the class go out to you. 

As for George himself, he spent his career first in SAC 
and then AFOTEC, testing software and writing specs that ended up as part 
of the B-2 program. As of now, he lives in the Ft. Smith, AR area as a semi-
retired software specialist on IBM mid-range mainframes, keeping legacy 
software going. 

Bob Lowe (via Jon Torblaa) let us know that Lockheed Martin will be 
sponsoring the Armed Forces Bowl for at least three years, starting this 
year. The Atlantic Coast Conference and a military academy (if bowl-eli-
gible) will meet in December at Texas Christian University in Ft. Worth. 

Randy Leavitt ran into Gary Huckabay recently. Gary is an executive 
director of a non-profit called Children’s Emergency Relief Internation-
al (CERI). They help needy children world-wide. For more information, 
please go to the CERI website. Randy also mentioned that Paul Parnell 
was president of NORCO College in the Los Angeles area, a part of the 
Riverside Community College District. 

As spring segues into summer, I expect that several of our class’ authors 
are preparing their latest efforts for the public’s enjoyment and edification. 

One last reminder: Cass Casada’s golf extravaganza on June 9th will be 

Slip slidin’ away; winter in Cabo.
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in Larkspur, just south and west of Castle Rock. Events will include golfing 
with payment of $114 (71 + 43) per golfer. If you haven’t sent an e-mail to 
afa71mini@gmail.com.  Better get with the program, people.

Apropos of absolutely nothing but enjoying life, Tom Callen, Honi 
Garvin, Jon Stevens, and Sonny Childers spent a few winter days in Cabo 
San Lucas at the Callens’ condo, marlin fishing and doing other “retired” 
things.  (See photo on previous page.) GBA       

Gentlemen of the Class of 1972!  Once again it is time for a short news 
report.  Since the 60th anniversary edition of Checkpoints magazine does 
not include the Class News, if you are reading this, then you have found our 
current edition on the USAFA website instead.  I hope we 
all are finally having a seasonable springtime and that 
your summer promises to be all you wish it to be.  

On a personal note, I officially retire from American 
Airlines in August, having hit the big 6-5 after spending 
29 years with the company.  It was a great experience all 
told, especially after having had a full military (active 
and reserve) career as well.  This getting older seems 
to have some of its own drawbacks but may eventually 
turn out all right, considering the alternative.  

Things in the journalistic world seeming to be slower 
in the waning days of winter, there were only two stories 
featured in today’s news.  The first was sent in by Harvey LeCato reflecting 
our class participation in some of the multitude of activities surrounding 
the 60th Anniversary of the Air Force Academy. 
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From left in the top row are Brian Binn, Larry Reynolds and Harvey 
LeCato.  Bottom: Al Sellers, George Pollard, and Greg Bishop. 

Skip Morgan (Jean) and Timo Sullivan

On Friday, April 4th, 2014, hundreds of grads and their guests celebrated 
the Academy Founders Day with the Founders Day Dinner and presenta-
tion of the Distinguished Graduate Awards.  This year the honorees were 
Mr. A. Bart Holaday, ’65 and our own General (Ret) William R. Looney, 
III, ’72. 

Joining “Tunes” to recognize his achievement in this event were Skip 
and Jean Morgan, Timo Sullivan, Dave and Arlene Bowman, Felix and 
Lin Dupre, Larry Reynolds, Brian Binn, Al Sellers, George Pollard, Greg 
Bishop and Harvey LeCato. I apologize if I left anyone out!  Heartfelt con-
gratulations certainly go out to all of the previous Distinguished Gradu-
ates, Mr Holaday, and to Bill Looney in particular for this well-deserved 
recognition of his stellar performance over the years!  You did us all proud, 
Tunes! 

Bill Looney

Thank you, Harvey, as usual, for your help here.
We had some follow-up on the David Tumino event reported last issue, 

only the latest of the many that David has been involved in.  He completed 
the MS Marathon Bike Ride with its accompanying pledge of donations, 
some reportedly coming from our mention here of his continuing activity 
in that regard.  

David also brought up an idea that hopefully we can expand upon -- his 
personalized State of Texas license plate which features the USAFA logo 
and of course, “72CNDO” prominently displayed.  He wondered, as do I, 
if we polled the entire class to find any other classmates with similar per-
sonalized plates from the rest of the 50 states, how would that collection 
look?  I remember having had one entry years ago sent by one of you guys.  
Let’s see if we can find that one again and some others.

Finally, a short message dropped into my email following our feature 
last edition of classmate Greg Anderson, recipient of kudos for his work 
with Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum.  He continues his 
efforts to make Wings the best, meeting and involving other graduates in 
the process as well.  Greg reports that there are already three grads on the 
Wings Board of Directors.  This is one place worth getting out to for a visit, 
if you have not already done so.  And, by the way, Greg was just catching 
up on some reading during his recent vacation when he found himself in 
that issue of Checkpoints.  See, you never know where your name will pop 
up when you are doing good things!    

Well that does it for this go-around of the Class News. Let me hear from 
you with your latest anytime at all and it will be published.  Inquiring 
minds do want to know!  FPA.   

Dave Bowman and Felix Dupre
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Greetings, members of the Illustrious Class of 1973!
Up first, a quick report on this year’s National Character and Leadership 

Symposium (NCLS).  As the Flagship Sponsor, the Class of 1973 received 
recognition at every NCLS venue over the two-day event.  With the theme 
of “Character Overcoming Conflict: Individual Stories, Global Impact,” this 
year’s symposium featured inspiring, thought-provoking and challeng-
ing speakers and panelists, as we have come to expect.  It was extremely 
well received by the Cadet Wing.  Of special note were classmate speakers 
General Norty Schwartz, 19th USAF Chief of Staff, and his wife, Suzie; and 
Monsignor Steve Rosetti, President, St. Luke Institute.  Norty and Suzie’s 
presentation in Arnold Hall was to a packed house (the cadets had other 
sessions they could have attended).  Norty spoke for a few minutes, then 
turned it over to Suzie before they answered questions.  Suzie’s “the rest 
of the story,” behind-the-scenes accounts of a couple 
of incidents when Norty was Chief were big hits with 
the audience.  Steve’s presentation on dealing with cor-
ruption in high office struck a chord with cadets.  There 
was a line running halfway up the F-1 stairs for ques-
tions afterwards.  Some 40 classmates and spouses at-
tended NCLS this year—the most so far.  This was my 
second year, and I highly recommend it to all.

Moving on to updates from classmates, Todd LaVi-
gne, CS-03, wrote from Cairo, Egypt, where he is one of 
several US Army liaison officers assigned to the Office 
of Military Cooperation – Egypt, handling Foreign Mili-
tary Sales (FMS) cases for the US/Government of Egypt.  “My specialty is 
Air Defense Systems -- after 21 years working as an Aircraft Maintenance 
Officer on active duty and making heroes out of USAF fighter pilots, I’m 
now helping the Egyptian Armed Forces learn how to shoot them down 
-- how’s that for yin & yang! I’ve been doing FMS for about 13 years now 
and this job is a true frontline operation with an important ally. Unfortu-
nately the budget issues we’re all having are affecting the Egyptian FMS 
situation as well. We are all working hard to identify REAL priorities for 
them so they can make the right calls.”  Todd’s been in Cairo for two years 
and was due to rotate back to the States this May, but the home office is 
having trouble finding a replacement, so he volunteered to stay on, pos-
sibly through the summer until they find someone.  Todd noted that his 
wife, Diana, is working in FMS, too, for the Egyptian Air Force as a pro-
gram manager for their automated logistics systems.  Her tour is up next 
January.  I guess that explains why Todd is so willing to hang around Egypt 
for a few more months.  Todd sent a cute picture of his 2-year-old grand-
daughter, Elizabeth, in Air Force overalls.  Didn’t have room for it here, so 
check it out, as well as Todd’s full write-up and contact info, at our class 
website, www.usafa73.org.    

Ted Kammire reports that he, Scotty Parker, Kirk Lilly and Dennis 
Geesaman held an 18th Squadron mini-reunion 12-14 Feb 2014, in Fla-
tonia, TX, 90 miles east of San Antonio.  “We were hosted by Dennis and 
Kathryn Geesaman, at their historical Olle Hotel.  After arriving late on 
Wednesday, we were given a tour of ‘Goose’s Roost’ their 238-acre ranch 
complete with cows, horses, llamas, peacocks, Guinea hens, turkey and of 
course geese.   We had a delicious German-style dinner and finished the 
night around a back yard fire.  The next day, we guys re-created some of 
our Jacks Valley training at the Goose’s Roost shooting area [see picture 
at usafa73.org].  With it being a hot and dusty day we decided to quench 
our thirst at the local Shiner Bock Brewery.  In the meantime, the ladies 
toured the local churches and history around Flatonia.  That evening we 
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From left are Scotty Parker, Ted Kammire, Kirk Lilly and Dennis Geesaman.

were introduced to a genuinely French restaurant in Flatonia.  For anyone 
interested in a fine getaway weekend, along with interesting Texas history, 
Goose’s Roost is a fantastic place to visit.”  You can find both the Olle Hot-
tel and Goose’s Roost Ranch on the Web.  

On the CS-31 front, Tom and Betty Kennedy visited with Bud Gam-
mon and his friend Barbara while they were spending several weeks in 
Fredericksburg, VA.  The group had quite an interesting day at the local 
Hartwood and Unicorn Wine Festival (see photo).  Turns out the vintner, 
Richard LePage from Unicorn Winery, is an old C-130 pilot who knew 
Norty Schwartz from their flying days.  He also knew Steve Connelly (class 
of ’70) the brother of our classmate Dan Connelly.  Bud’s daughter Sarah 
Elizabeth will be getting married on 26 Apr.  Tom also reported that Phil 
and Chris Yavorsky just returned from a Hawaiian vacation – hope to have 
some photos in the next issue. 

After attending NCLS, Stalker Reed joined CS-07squadronmate Mark 
Coffman at his home in Beavercreek, CO for a day of skiing. Stalker says 
it was quite a sacrifice for Mark to ski on a busy weekend with an altitudi-
nally-challenged, flatlander classmate limited to the green slopes, but he 
did it.  Stalker sent in the accompanying photo, plus one of him and Mark 
in their ski gear [at usafa73.org].  

From left standing are Betty and Tom Kennedy, and Bud Gammon. 
Bud’s Friend Barbara seated.

Onesismo Solis, 12th Squadron, checked in a couple of months ago.  He 
lives in Abilene, TX but works at Altus AFB, OK as a C-17 simulator instruc-
tor.  Spends a couple of weeks at a time at Altus and loves his job.  He says 
that between the commute and having a grandkid in Ft Worth, he really 
racks up the miles on his car.

I also heard from Jim Shumate, a fellow Niner for two-plus years until 
he was diagnosed with diabetes and medically separated.  Jim went back 
to native Utah, married his sweetheart Cherie Nelson (she was in the 1972 
9th Squadron Sweetheart contest), and earned his law degree in 1975 (fast 
burner!).  After 15 years as an attorney, he was appointed a judge in St. 
George, Utah’s 5th District Court, serving 23 years before retiring from the 
court in April of this year.  He briefly made national news when he presided 
over the jury conviction and sentencing of polygamous church leader War-
ren Jeffs in 2007. Fellow Niner (DNG) and Kansas lawyer Ed Hageman saw 
Jim’s name associated with the case and called him up to confirm it was his 
old squadron mate.  Jim’s oldest son, Jon, completed what his dad started, 
graduating with the USAFA Class of 1997, and becoming an Air Force pilot.

 Don’t forget to send your updates to class.scribe@r-netservices.com 
or jmikearnette@gmail.com.  There’s no need to wait until I call for them 
again in July.  Please include pix.  If I can’t include them, I’ll send them on 
to Mike Nishimuta to post to usafa73.org.

 “Here’s a toast…to the host…of the men we boast…the U.S. Air Force!” 
Mike Arnett

From left are Bob Munson, Stalker Reed, Norty Schwartz, Ron Scott, and 
Mark Coffman at A-Hall during NCLS.



130

45%
MembersJeff Chappell 

14729 Birken St.
Herriman, UT 84096
(210) 488-6137
jtmjbda@sbcglobal.net

 Class News

52%
MembersJoe Brezovic

288 Senior Circle
Lompoc, CA 93437
(832) 285-4179
launchops74@gmail.com

Greetings Classmates.  Some of you retiring and sending on news about 
grandchildren.  Bob Williams (from Kentucky and CS-2) is retired from the 
State of Kentucky as of 1 May.  He is proud parent with grandchildren from 
2 children of his own, and from one child from his wife.  He offered to come 
babysit once a month, week, or whenever for 8 grandchildren. Ages range 
from 13 years to just a few weeks.   And Mike thinks he’ll 
have time for golf after he gets both knees replaced, both 
ankles rebuilt, and both rotator cuffs replaced.  Just too 
much ball when he was younger according to his sur-
geon.  Some of us would say that he’ll need those fixins 
just to keep up with the grandchildren!  Al Guardino is 
working with everyone else’s youngsters in Amarillo, TX 
arena.  He has been there the last 12 years teaching some 
form of math.  He loves impacting the students’ lives de-
spite the challenges the present!  

Jim Tietjin sent an update from his flying career and 
rallying classmates.  Ed Whalen was in town for the 
Singapore Airshow so Jim gathered up Wayne Higgins and Basil Rathbun 
(hard to nail those Singapore Airlines pilots down) to meet with him and 
Ed for supper.  Jim added “For us Singapore guys it’s only a 9,000 mile 
trip... no sweat!”
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Dale and Ginny Burchby sent a newsletter out as an apology for not 
having a Christmas letter go out.  Their story and they are sticking to it, is 
that they were planning for their daughter Melanie’s wedding on 28 Dec.  
Solid story; picture to prove it.  Since the scribe can only post pictures 
with grads, here is the closest I could get with a family picture.  Perhaps 
at another time we can view the celebration.  Not many people pass up 
wedding pictures.

Ed, Wayne, Basil, Jim in Singapore

All three of the children are on the East coast:  Manhatten, Boston, and 
Glynwood.  Ginny and he rested in Hawaii for a bit before they started a 5-
month home remodeling.  Done now.  A while back in 2012 Dale had some 
major surgery to lose half of his intestine, and some major ICU time and 
four months recovery.  All is well now.  Dale is back to work as the deputy 
program manager for a Northrop Grumman project which he is happy to 

Valerie, Ginny, Dale, Melanie, and Kevin

be a part of, but it has occasionally cut into his free time.  Their invite is 
still open for sailing in San Diego.

Charlie and Barbara Murphy are alive and doing well in Sugarland, TX.  
Charlie retired from Texas Instruments in 2009. So now he just does a lot 
of fishing, hunting, gardening, growing roses and enjoying the pool with 
the grandchildren. Barb is still working full time as a director in the Harris 
County school system for special-needs kids. So Charlie lives the life of a 
kept man with Barb paying most of the bills. Their 3 kids have all gradu-
ated from college and have very good jobs. “All 3 live in Sugar Land so they 
get to see them and the grandkids often... so life couldn’t be better.”

Andy and Kim Scroggs sent in a picture from their travels.  This is from 
the winter season.  They are standing over the Austrian and German bor-
der.  They didn’t write who was on what side.  Andy took a side trip to see 
the BMS factory/museum… and of course Ludwig’s Castles—the ever-
famous Neuschawnstein, as well as the Hoenschwangau, and Linderhof 
Palace.  Other sites for your own planning may include the House of Wit-
telsbach, Innsbruck, Garmisch, Austria (Innsbruck) and Bolzano (Italy)… 
and train rides. 

I add to this news from a leader we remember as Major Thomas W. Wil-
son (USAFA ’61). Tom and Judy live in Stillwater, MN.  I don’t have record 
of any Dirty Dozen family members living close to them.  LtCol Wilson 
(Ret) feels that the year as AOC was his most personally rewarding career 
position.  About 2 years ago, Tom started a local Chapter of the AOG there 
in the Twin Cities -- The TCA AOG Chapter.  There are about 375+ grads 
that live within 60 miles of the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul.  
It has taken off nicely and was recognized as a “Distinguished Chapter” 
after their very first year of operation.  Such a grand start!  Perhaps one 
of us would like to get a chapter started in your area to keep the blue line 
strengthening and learning?  Here is a short term way to strengthen our 
own bonds: reunions.

Recommend you start your planning for the 40th reunion on Oct 4 
(Navy Game) weekend.  Check on the webpage.  http://www.usafa.org/
Reunion/1974.  May each of you live long and prosper. See at the 40th.

Andy and Kim on border.

Roy Rice: I’ve attached a picture taken 23 Mar 14, at the conclusion’ve attached a picture taken 23 Mar 14, at the conclusionve attached a picture taken 23 Mar 14, at the conclusion 
of the Alabama State Racquetball Championships in Birmingham.  Jim 
“Lucky” Corrigan (on the right in the photo… he’s the one with the gray’s the one with the grays the one with the gray 
hair, reading glasses, and exhausted look on his face) and his son Jake 
competed in several divisions.  Lucky won the “60-and-over” Singles Di-
vision; he and Jake won both the Open Doubles Division and the Elite 
Doubles Division.  They played about a dozen matches in the two-day 
tournament. Congratulations to the new State Champions! (See photo at 
the top of the next page.)

Tim O’Connell: Well I found something to do in retirement:  I volun-
teered at the local (Divide, CO) Fire and Rescue Department.  I was willing 
to help with mountainous rescue methods (going down cliffs to recover 
drivers and passengers, hikers, etc.) However, due to the recent fires (Hay-
man, Waldo Canyon, and Black Forest) everyone in the department must 
be qualified in wildland firefighting.  I went all in.  After two months of 
study, I had to complete a demonstration evaluation (aka checkride).  We 
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started at 7 and finished after 1.  Very physical: cutting fire lines, extended 
hose lays up hills, carrying packs, etc.  While the ink on my certificate was 
drying, my trainer and I were getting into the truck to return to Divide 
when a call came in.  There was a wild fire between Woodland Park and 
Deckers in the regrowth of the old Hayman Fire area.  With six hours of 
simulated fire-fighting behind me that day, I was in the middle of the real 
deal.  By nightfall we had it out.  Only 8-9 acres were lost and we stopped 
it from crossing over the hills.  Now if I could get that smell of campfire out 
of my head and lungs!  I will never go back to a desk job!

Paul Kent visited with Chris Glaeser as he was out Seattle way prep-
ping his house (a rental for the last few years from his days at Alaska Air-
lines) for sale.  Also had a nice visit with Jim Kochevar 
(American, formerly US Air) on a long layover here; we 
took a drive to our old neighborhoods from our days at 
McChord AFB

Here’s Chris’ version of the story, along with some 
other tidbits: I was in Seattle last week and had a beer 
and dinner with Paul Kent; left the bar with a severe 
case of “bucket list envy”.  He is heading to Machu Pi-
chu with his daughter in June as the culmination of her 
college graduation trip.

I talked to Tim Murphy who moved to DC with Jan 
last year. He is doing some consulting and was making 
arrangements for an airline security seminar the week before Easter.  Tom 
Fraley reported that his wife, Michele, has retired from the US Army and 
they have both retired to San Juan.  Tom says that he hopes the only ice he 
sees in the future is in a cold drink!  Michele is now the Special Assistant 
to the Superintendent of the Puerto Rico Police Department and I’m sure 
Tom is enjoying island life to the fullest.  Chris also noted, via LinkedIn, 
that Steve Pittoti is Deputy Assistant Commissioner, Office of Technology 
Innovation and Acquisition, at U.S. Customs and Border Protection, and 
Mark Volcheff joined the Board of Advisors at ConcealFab Corp.

Bill Murray: I had a surprise in 767 Recurrent Training today.  One of my 
students was Dave Johnson from our class!  I really didn’t know Dave when’t know Dave whent know Dave when 
we were at USAFA, but apparently he was Wayne Willis’ roommate! He flewroommate!  He flew 
C-141s in the AF and then transitioned to the Reserves where he retired.  For 
the last 27 years he’s been with American Airlines; since 1992 he’s flown the’s been with American Airlines; since 1992 he’s flown thes been with American Airlines; since 1992 he’s flown the’s flown thes flown the 
767 where he is a Captain now.  He lives in New Jersey, flies out of JFK. 

Racquetball Champs
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Bill continues: I had the pleasure of playing 18 holes of golf with Wayne 
Willis who was on a layover in Dallas as a Delta 737 first officer. Besidesa layover in Dallas as a Delta 737 first officer. Besides in Dallas as a Delta 737 first officer. Besidesin Dallas as a Delta 737 first officer. Besides as a Delta 737 first officer.  Besides 
being our premier center in the day, he swings a mean golf club with his 

 Johnson and Murray

new Titleist irons!  I caught up on his four children and 10 grandchildren.randchildren.  
I had forgotten that Amy was first cousins with Mitt Romney!  Wish he 
would have been our President!  Anyway, if you’re ever in Dallas, please 
drop by to see us... I have a hectic schedule working for American Airlines, 
but we’ll make it work.  Late entry: Bill reported the passing of Bob Forbes, 
a JuCo classmate, on Easter Sunday—details to follow.

Your scribe attended Harry Mathis’ retirement on 3-4 April at WPAFB 
along with Bill Murray and Chip Kerby (JuCo), who was Harry’s doolie 
roommate.  It was quite a moving event with family, friends, associates, 
and classmates from the 39 years since our graduation.  Gen Janet Wolfen-
barger (Eighty’s Ladies) presided and gave a detailed speech highlighting 
Harry’s career and accomplishments.  Harry and Sherry will be staying in 
the Dayton area where he is pastoring a local church. 

Following Harry’s retirement, YHS spent half the day at the Air Force 
Museum, then met Sandy Terry and Jeff Hess (77 USAFA JuCo) for din-
ner and to catch up.  Sandy admitted to having a “car problem”: I think 
he counted 48 cars he has owned since 1975.  This could be another class 
competition, now that Last Man Standing is in the bag.

John Charlton reported that the DC Dark Ages Party was a great event, 
attended by 35 classmates and spouses, on (of course) the 75th day of the 
year.  John gave credit to Andy Dichter for heading up the planning and 
execution, but we all know things like that require a great team effort.  
Look for pictures on the website.  Thanks guys!

Rumor has it that Bentley Rayburn is running for Congress again, in the 
Colorado 5th District.  Good luck, Bentley – third time is a charm!

While we’re on the political beat, Class Prez Jim Carlson recently raised 
the possibility that we might want to consider getting a new Class Presi-
dent.  He has been very busy, as anyone would be with twins in the house, 
business travel, etc. and does not feel that he is living up to the duties of 
Class President.  I told him not to be so hard on himself – his family is Pri-
ority 1, and we’re all big boys and while we love hearing from one another, 
we’ll hang in there just fine.  Rather than replace our President for Life, 
one suggestion I heard was to elect/appoint/volunteer a Vice President 
who would do the grunt work while the Prez slogs through Parenthood 
Part Deux.  Any thoughts on the matter are welcome, as are volunteers 
– send them to your Class Scribe and/or Jim via email.  This could be an 
agenda item for our reunion committee next year.

Thanks to all of you who send your updates and pictures – they make 
this job interesting and fun.  I hope to hear from The Silent Majority some-
time soon.  Until next time, keep the shiny side up!

Mathis retirement

Fellow ’76ers,
I hope y’all got the AOG note about online Checkpoints this time.  When 

you read this, the Class of 2014 will be almost graduated and be the new-
est Long Blue Line Lieutenants.    

Moving up/moving on: My error last time. Byron Hepburn retired 
in April after 42 years in a blue suit, not January.  No specific plans an-
nounced.  He forwarded a photo from his retirement dinner that shows 
Calvin Allen, Dave Mazurowski, Byron, and Tim Martin.  (See photo at the 
top of the next column.)I

Says Rich Mintz also attended but did not make the photo.  I saw By-
ron at the retirement of a mutual friend a few weeks before his ceremony.  
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Charlie Vono will retire in August after 15½ years USAF and USAFR, and 
25 years as a rocket scientist/manager at TRW and Northrop Grumman.  
Plans to travel the US visiting family.  John Bowen also retires in August 
from USAFR and American Airlines.  Looking forward to “hanging out 
in the shop making sawdust” and visiting grandson/granddaughter in 
Midland.  Says Jim Dolan retired from American last fall and is now full 
time with “Heroes on the Water”, and Bill Dea retired from Delta last win-
ter.  Tom Bowie is the new Dean of Regis College on 1 June.  Joe Wysocki 
now Director of Market Development “doing my best to re-shape our cy-
ber security solutions for new federal and non-federal markets”.  Chuck 
McHenry was the 2003 Active Duty Admissions Liaison Offer (ALO) of the 
nation and received the 2013 STAR award, essentially the Retired ALO of 
the Nation.  He believes he is the first ever to receive both active and re-
tired awards.  Says his reward is having a USAFA Doolie 
daughter and an 8th grade daughter with USAFA aspira-
tions.  Good luck to them both Chuck!  Duncan Shields 
received Vigil Honor in the Order of the Arrow (Scout-
ing honor society) and the Silver Beaver award from the 
Denver Area Council.  Thanks for supporting Scouting 
Duncan!  Congrats to Byron, Charlie, John, Jim, Bill, 
Tom, Joe, and Duncan!

General Class Stuff: Duncan Shields is a ‘first tim-
er’ this article!  Thanks and hopefully your next input 
won’t be for another 35+ years.  John “I check in every 
15-20 years, so guess I’m due” Bowen reports son Sean 
returned from Afghanistan deployment in April.  John bumps into Roger 
Rechsteiner occasionally around Granbury, and saw Rory Childers at the 
AA school house recently.  Rory is a 767 check airman.  Joe Wysocki re-
ports he and Julie became 1st time grandparents.  Son Mickey and wife, 
Sonja, downloaded a baby girl 23 March.  ‘Papa’ Joe Marchino and Becky 
also became first-time grandparents on 31 March when granddaughter 
Charlotte arrived.  Says mom and baby are doing well.  As I have said be-
fore classmates, this grandpa gig is a hoot!  ‘Papa’ Joe relayed Casey Hen-
kel and family were on the April cover of “Military Officer” magazine, the 
subject of a feature article.  Ben Thornson also pinged me about Casey.

Got emails from Mick Erdle and Steve Berger that I suspected were 
from hackers.  Pinged both and they replied I was correct and added some 
update info.  Mick and Tam are fine, Phillip’s a college freshman and Ad-
am’s a high school junior.  Steve reports all is well and the Baltimore AOG 
chapter is running a few events a year.  Rick Mantei visited Bob Hinger 
and Kurt Klingenberger recently.  Bob is still fighting his cancer but is in 
great spirits and underwent stem cell surgery.  Pat Hanley says Kimberley 
Vatis, wife of USNA ’75er Bill Ferris, good friend and high school classmate 
of Pat’s, has pancreatic cancer and asks for your prayers for Kimberly.  Y’all 
please keep Bob and Kimberly and families in your thoughts and prayers.  
Gary Montgomery says he and Rick Davila did the weekend golf thing 
recently in Tucson.  

Jerry McFarlane’s son married in a beautiful Jewish ceremony in No-
vember.  Lance Christian, John Hildebrandt, and Mike Byers and wives 
attended.  Congrats Jerry!  Rich Mintz says he, Chris Curry, Rob Crombie, 
Byron Hepburn, Bill Hobart, and Bill Musick all former French exchange 
students, hope to join their French Air Force Academy classmates at their 
September 40th reunion (they count from when they started).  Keep me 
posted Rich.  John Hazen indicated he will run the Boston Marathon 
again this year.  Good luck John!  Brad Moffett’s daughter Katy (USAFA 
’11) took him on a local flight to celebrate Brad’s 60th!  Way cool!  Says Kurt 
and Karen Klingenberger recently moved to Williamsburg area; Kurt is af-
ter his 4th MA at U of William & Mary; Rich & Cindy Luhrs live one house 
away. Rich still working for SAIC, and Doug Kupersmith is near, working 
as a government IT contractor.  Ed Gallagher is a U.S. Department of State 
Bosnian language student.  Dave and Lori Robinson presented a scholar-
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ship honoring daughter Taryn at the 11 April noon meal.  Kirk Bell says 
Mike Gould was the North Texas Alumni Chapter Founders Day speaker 
with Mark Penley, Buddy Lott, and Mike McGinnis attending.  Photo of 
the bubbas below.

Bruce Rasmussen reports he and Michelle, now back in Fargo, ND, 
dined at a local country club recently and ran into Dave & Linda Teri-
fay.  Bruce Captains Delta 747-400s; Dave Captain’s FedEx 777s, both 
just turned 60.  Mike ‘Ponz’ Ponzani says he, Dave Pyshora, and Andy 
Probert linked up recently at recurrent training at FlightSafety Center in 
Columbus, OH.  Ponz and Andy are FS Instructors, Dave’s a NetJets Cap-
tain.  (Dave, aka ‘Push’, and I were UPT helo buds together and both got 
assigned to Elmendorf for first assignments in 1977).  Al Patriquin hopes 
to see Roger Clements and Edmundo Bellini at Alumni Soccer weekend 
2-4 May.  Let me know if you do Al.  Ed Morley hailed from Ireland while 
spring breaking with family.  He and Kristin PCSing to Ft Lauderdale from 
Germany late June.  Ed will be in the Miami Region Diplomatic Courier 
Division serving Central and parts of South America and the Caribbean.  
Randy McPeak and Mike McGinnis, roomies at the ‘zoo’, both hit 60 on 
12 Feb by meeting in Dublin and toasting with a proper Guiness.  Photo 
below.  Happy birthday classmates!  

Doug Fry visited son Matt (USAFA 05) in San Antonio and will visit 
daughter KC (USAFA ’00) in Georgia in May.  KC will present Doug and 
Cendy with their 7th grandkid (her 3rd) towards the end of the year.  Dave 
Berg sees Joe Shirey sometimes at the gym, says Mike Fricano due in the 
area in June.  Says if you get out to Astoria, Queens stop by the Astoria Beer 
& Cheese shop; son Jacob works there.  Finally, Wade McRoberts, Val Vol-
lelunga, Mike Mackness, Scott Gough, all have NSTR.           

On a personal note, I will hang up my flight suit and retire in June.  As 
of 19 June, I will be an official ORF (old retired fart)!  Martha and I plan to 
spend more time traveling, especially to see kids and grandkids.  When we 
get out your way, I will at least try to call and say howdy.  

Well classmates, again time to stick a fork in it.  Send me your notes, in-
puts, address updates, suggestion, junk mail, etc. and I will do my best to 
keep all of you in the loop.  As always, if you are headed to the Springs, let 
me and the other locals know.  Keep flying your flags and let our deployed 
troops know you have them in your thoughts and prayers.  The Spirit of ’76 
is STILL alive and well!  Until next time.  Beatty

Visit the AOG Web Site.
Gone But Not Forgotten, Merchandise and more!

www.usafa.org

The McPeaks and McGinnis
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Springtime salutations from the lower half of the Upper Midwest, where 
we seem to have finally moved to where our daytime highs are above 
freezing for the foreseeable future. I’m writing this one day after Easter, 
and I hope none of you had stomachaches from gorging on all the candy 
your (grand) children left lying around the house. Un-
fortunately, your humble scribe swears off chocolate 
post-Mardi Gras, and so I must report that several Cad-
bury and Hershey’s rabbits met untimely ends around 
my house on Sunday morning.

Startup: I thought I would open with a happy chance 
encounter story. Steve and Betsy Wittman took some 
time off to vacation over in Rome this winter. I know 
-- many of you are asking, “Lou, you just reported on 
Steve Wittman vacationing in Colorado last fall; does 
he really have a job at Procter & Gamble?” The un-
equivocal answer is, “yes”, and with the explanation 
that, prior to last August, Steve had not actually taken a vacation in the 
last 26 years, and so he’s just catching up a little bit. Regardless of his em-
ployment status (trust me, he’s working), the two were having dinner at 
a restaurant in the Trastevere part of the city when they were accosted, 
mid-meal by some guy who walks up to him and said, “Isn’t your name 
Wittman?” As it turns out, Paul Music (Debra), who flies for US Airways 
out of Palm Beach, happened to be in the same European city, in the same 
district (and knew what it was), in the same restaurant, at the same time, 
and was attentive enough to pick Steve out. Demonstrating that attention 
to detail is apparently hereditary, Paul also has two sons and daughter-in-
law who are USAFA products. Steve, Betsy and Paul had a great evening, 
and here is proof:

Cumm (Debra), Claude Watters (Pamela), and Dave Lawton (Susan). As 
I’ve noted previously, Irv Halter (Judy) is running for Congress from the 
Colorado Springs district on the Democratic ticket.

Low Frequency Traders: I got a nice report from Jim Antisdel (Sharon) 
about some of his recent activities. Anti has been doing the service acad-
emy interview panel thing up in Washington state, noting (as do most of 
us) that he probably could not have been selected for USAFA if he had to 
face this kind of competition, and finishing out his flying career at Alaska 
Airlines. Anti retires with 28 years of service, and said that the plan is to 
stage out of their Columbia River house as the two of them move onto the 
next phase. They’ve had some company lately, getting a visit from Anti’s 
old roommate Dave Brown (Margo), and Russ Rhew (Sharon).  
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Many thanks for the story Steve, and it sounds like the trip was a won-
derful time all around.

IPOs: Mark Gunzinger (Beth) got a shout out in the Air Force Associ-
ation’s online magazine with his paper “Toward a Balanced Combat Air 
Force”, a paper that he wrote with Dave Deptula. Mark is a Senior Fellow 
at a DC think tank, having prior service as the Deputy Assistant SECDEF 
for Forces Transformation. Nice work Mark, and I’m keeping my fingers 
crossed for some kind of rational budget process that is organized around 
a coherent threat analysis rather than local US politics.  Maybe we should 
propose a toast to Comrade Putin for reminding a few people why there 
needs to be an Air Force capable of hitting anywhere on the planet in 30 
minutes.

Pat McVay (Cyndee), who directs joint exercises and training at STRAT-
COM in Omaha, is shepherding a new program to train civilian DOD 
workers at the University of Nebraska/Omaha’s school of business ad-
ministration. Pat gets a nice quote in the Omaha paper on the initiative.  
Well done, sir.

Tom Jones (Liz) made another of his regular appearances on Fox News 
following the Sovi, uh, Russian invasion of Ukraine.  Tom was discussing 
the implications for US space policy of a hostile Russia, and specifically, 
why we need to restart our manned launch capability, now.  Another drink 
to Comrade Putin.

Dan Jarka (Pam) put in an appearance at the El Paso County, Colora-
do, GOP assembly, where he also ran into John Buckley (Melinda), Chip 

Steve and Paul, al fresco.

From the exchange: Here are some updates from the 1977 Facebook 
page (come on people, we have 199 members on the page; the class of 1987 
has 374 members, can we at least get past 200?):  Jim Fraser (Karen) report-
ed in from Australia where he’s been working for Raytheon; they should be 
returning to the US by the time you read this. Rick Pialet (Renell) demon-
strates that he is still in fighting shape by putting on his uniform to com-
mission his “adopted sponsor’s son” as a new second lieutenant. Duff Muir 
(Mary) and Dan Jarka (Pam) continue to post throwback pictures of our 
younger selves, e.g. Geno Redmon (Susan), Duff and Mark Tunis engaging 
in a sword fight on Second Group staff, and a bunch of skinny guys cel-
ebrating a tough victory over Army, including Jim Alexander (Cindy), Bob 
McGrath (Stephanie), Mike Rogers (Simone), Tom Wailes, Pete Bonanni 
(Teresa), Roger Smith (Patricia), Roy Sikes, and some other unidentified 
troublemakers. Bob Batchelor (Theresa) celebrates the fifth anniversary of 
their equine rescue operation in central Florida (great work, Bob and The-
resa); and Jim Meyer (Nina) surfaced after a 28-year hiatus, and is living in 
Minneapolis where it appears from his pictures that he is having entirely 
too much fun. And finally, for those of you who want to be reminded of 
some of the potential liabilities of our former lives, the harrowing account 
from Mike Hainsey (Brenda) as he celebrates his “glad to be alive” annual 
anniversary, commemorating his unbelievable ejection from a T-38 after 
the wing snapped off, back when he was an IP in the late ’80s.

And here’s a shot from the Navy game last October with a Tiger 10 re-
union:

Anti in the shades, with Russ, Sharon, Jesse and Maggie Rhew.

From left are Steve and Teresa Miller, Laura and Kurt Cichowski, Peggy 
and Steve Pedersen, Curt and Ina Bedke and Dave.  This is a great picture, 
obviously pre-game because everyone is smiling.  Thanks, Dave.

Closing Bell: I want to end with a quick apology that I am burying at 
the end of this article because I am too embarrassed to put it further up 

Huzzah!
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the page -- I inadvertently misidentified a party in one of my pictures last 
issue -- that is not Gary Green in the picture with Curt Taylor (Terri), but 
one of Curt’s colleagues. Gary was in fact in attendance at Normandy, I 
just misread Curt’s e-mail.  Duh. 

And man, there are a lot of Curt/Kurts in the column this time around.  
What’s up with that?

Enjoy the upcoming summer—wear white, use sunscreen in the light, 
and make sure to write (the scribe).  Be seeing you.

Greetings ’78ers…
I hope this finds you well as we emerge from hibernation around the 

world.  Here in the California desert we really only have two seasons, 
cold and hot, although it’s actually been fairly pleasant the past couple of 
weeks.  Since this column is being published on line versus in a printed 
copy (as well as being posted on the class web site) I hope most of the class 
is able to read it.  This was done due to the USAFA 60th Anniversary special 
edition of Checkpoints as most of you probably are aware of.  

I was concerned that I would have some bad news but thankfully it’s 
become very good concerning Frank Gahren.  Frank lives in Denver and 
has literally been fighting for his life since February 
when he was admitted into the UC (in Aurora) hospital 
ICU with severe complications from a liver transplant 
and subsequent rejection/infections.  Son Frank Jr. has 
been keeping several people posted and Kip Warton 
has faithfully been passing information on to many 
classmates.  In early April, Frank started to significant-
ly improve and actually was moved out of ICU by the 
middle of the month (last week as I’m writing this on 
21 April).  He was eating solid food for a bit and was 
accepting visitors in very limited shifts for a brief time.  
He unfortunately went back into ICU a couple of days 
before Easter with a possible new infection and wasn’t getting enough 
oxygen. As of today, he’s scheduled to be released from ICU due to his 
very strong recovery.  The family is asking for classmates to send e-mails 
to Frank Jr. at: frank.gahrenjr@gmail.com so he in turn can read them to 
Frank.  For those of you living on the Front Range, Frank Jr. will hopefully 
be able to inform you when his dad might be able to accept visitors again.  
Thanks for your thoughts and prayers as Frank keeps up the good fight.

Jack Anthony spent 4+ years in the USAFA Astro Lab and is now looking 
to get back into the space business.  To stay engaged he’s doing temporary 
substitute teaching in math, science, history and PE as he gets to know 
the kids and gains a “healthy appreciation of the world our hard working 
teachers serve in”. (My daughter is a sub and can readily attest to that as 
well!)  He was in a coffee shop in late March to meet a fellow history buff 
(Jack still lectures on Springs and surrounding community’s history) and 
ran into Jay Lindell and Dave Scott.  The chance encounter turned into a 
great catching-up session with commitments to meet again soon.  Also 
heard from Jay and Dave as to their current goings on.  Dave is living in the 
Springs and is VP of International Programs for Merlin RAMCo Inc. which 
works most areas of Manned and Unmanned Intelligence, Surveillance 
and Reconnaissance (ISR) Systems Support.  He says that it is definitely 
keeping him busy and on the road quite a bit.  Jay is truly living the good 
life in Castle Pines working for the State of Colorado.  Essentially, his job 
is “to promote the aerospace and defense industry sector in Colorado to 

create jobs.  I am having a lot of fun and working with some outstanding 
people and I get to live in Colorado.”  Sure sounds like a great move to 
me!  Too bad we don’t have guys like Jay doing that for the industry here in 
California (at least we don’t know of any).  Jack included a great “selfie” of 
the guys after their meeting.  From left are Dave, Jay and Jack.  

Also heard from Mike Whyte who it turns out lives less about 50 miles 
away!  Back in ’99 Mike was the AFROTC commander for Northern Arizo-
na University in Flagstaff when the AF wanted to send him to be the Base 
Commander in Guam. So armed with a PhD, he shot out some resumes 
and became the Provost at Azusa Pacific University for about a decade.  
He ended up traveling quite a bit and had open heart surgery in 2010 so 
wisely decided to go back to teaching in 2011. He says life is truly great 
with three grandchildren, he loves LA, and “God is still at the center of 
our lives.”  I couldn’t have said it better myself… we’re hoping to meet for 
lunch as well one day soon when our schedules will accommodate it.  

Speaking of great jobs, Dano Philips recently was selected as the Direc-
tor under the National Cemetery Administration managing the Fort Sam 
Houston, San Antonio and Kerrville National Cemeteries.  Wow… talk 
about giving back and doing something significant.  Well done Dano!

Lynn “Bach” Hollerbach is one proud dad and with good reason.  His 
son Nick (USAF Capt) is now working at the NRO recently returning from 
SOS.  Bach heard from a bud that the NRO Director personally announced 
Nick winning the Non-Major Systems Acquisition Program Manage award 
at the Director of National Intelligence Level 2013 Intel Community Ac-
quisition Awards… WOW!  Turns out that the annual award is competed 
across all 16 members of the Intel Community and will (“was” by the time 
you guys read this) be presented to him in late April by the DNI, Lt Gen 
(ret) Clapper.  Now that’s impressive… am sure Bach is quite the proud 
dad.  Congrats Bach and Nick!

Speaking of proud dad, you guys know how hesitant I am to put my 
family stuff in this article but am under strict orders from JJ Grupp to post 
this—plus I am incredibly proud of these kids.  We had the pleasure of 
staying with him and Kathy again in March while we were at USMA for 
Plebe Parent Weekend.  I have to admit after seeing Parent’s Weekends at 
USAFA and USNA the Army has got this right.  The upper class is cleared 
off for Spring Break and the freshmen stay behind and run the place while 
the parents are in town.  Makes for a special time with your son or daugh-
ter while they show off the place.  Those of you who have experienced this 
would probably agree.  Anyhow, the photo is actually from the L.A. All-
Academies Military Ball that we attended back in December.  Had all three 
military boys in town which is extremely rare these days.  Our Marine is an 
infantry platoon commander currently deployed to Camp Leatherneck in 
Afghanistan as things wind down over there.  Sounds like he’s still pretty 
busy from the little bit he can tell us.  Our Zoomie is a junior and flies like 
crazy as a glider IP and our Plebe is just over a month away from Recog-
nition and being a real person.  Our daughter works for my bride in her 
business and our oldest son wisely spent Christmas with his wife’s family.  
I am truly a blessed man!  
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The Three Amigos.

That’s a wrap for this month; again, please keep Frank in your thoughts 
and prayers!

God Bless.  ’78 is Great!        

The Kay Family
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’79ers!  How y’all livin’, playas?  LARGE!  What else could be expected 
from God’s greatest class?  A big shout-out to fellow 24-Phantom SMACK, 
Geoff Mulligan, for his awesome last minute Class News prose in the pre-
vious Checkpoints.  Geoff makes great effort to stay connected with our 
classmates via Geoff@proto6.com and he keeps us connected via 79mail@
proto6.com if you have something to share.  Perhaps he’ll pick up the ball 
and carry on as our March class scribe every year?  Regardless, THIS ar-
ticle is mine so on with my irreverent humor but undeniable charm.

ANNIVERSARIES: Our United States Air Force Academy celebrates 
its 60thAnniversary this year!  Remember the celebrations surrounding 
USAFA’s 25th year?  Our Firstie yearbook was silver!  We are known for that; 
plus a few other thangs (you know who you are, John Kuehn).  My Doo-
lie “cowboy math” class should come in handy here; 60 
minus 25 equals 35 (I did that without my cell phone’s 
calculator).  Everyone must make plans to attend the 
year’s biggest gala the weekend of 27 Sept (Falcons vs 
Boise State).  Yes, the Class that made the color yellow 
famous and whose Class Flag is banned from public 
viewing will celebrate 35 years of “persona-non-grata”.  
Back then, we were supposed to respect our elders, but 
it’s getting harder and harder for us to find one now.  We 
all know several classmates who are MIA from our pre-
vious class gatherings.  Wake them up!  Make a personal 
plea!  Shame them, if necessary!  Dirty Dozen mates 
Walt Pate and Steve Bell made the list.  We are all part of an historical 
class.  So, COME UP FOR AIR!  The last thing I want to do is hurt you; but 
it’s still on my list.  If need be, Ralph Trapaga will march again during the 
noon-meal formation to prove that this class of men with bald heads and 
a beer guts still think they are sexy.  Don’t miss it!  PLUS, on all your cheque 
stubs, you can FINALLY write ‘For Marijuana’!  If the weather cooperates 
and we get 18 holes in, despite it being our reunion; the fairways still repel 
and the hazards still attract.

GENERAL OFFICER UPDATES:  BGen Jon Fago retires this year from 
his position as Chief of Staff for the Nebraska Air National Guard.  MGen 
Stephen Schmidt retired.  Lt Gen CR Davis’ replacement was announced; 
he might be joining the ranks of retirees wandering commissaries and 
base exchanges soon.   Many Thanks to you Mighty Fine Americans for 
your Mighty Fine service to our Mighty Fine nation!

SELFIES: Peter Lenz keyed his microphone to transmit: “Hi Mike, 
wanted to send you an update for the next Checkpoints.  My son, Erik, 
married fellow ‘79 alum Mario Buda’s daughter, Megan, last September. 
They played together as toddlers when we were IPs at Vance AFB.  I re-
tired from the Guard in ‘04 and have been at FedEx for 27 years.  Mario 
retired as an O-6 at Offutt.”  Thanks, Peter, for accepting Super Mario into 
your family.  Mario and I were on the PACAF staff together in the mid-
’90’s before he returned to his Dragon Lady/Blackcat lifestyle in the U-2.  I 
watched a “Good Morning America” special showcasing him giving a fam-
flight to Joan Lunden.  The ride ended abruptly when a potty-mouthed 
Mario woke-up the network sensors during an in-flight emergency.  Joan 
and the aircraft couldn’t have been in safer hands as the return-to-base 
was expertly handled.

As-if he doesn’t get enough self-love in his own articles, Bud Vazquez 
is pictured here with Randy Gricius at a recent Raytheon meeting.  Randy 
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works in Tucson, AZ for Missile Systems business while Bud is still in Cor-
porate BD in Boston, MA.  Randy and Bud were roomies for six months 
after graduation while they were both grad assistant coaches.  Judging 
from the photo, one can only assume Bud drives a PT Cruiser; one can 
only guess why he’s wearing a pocket protector on his undoubtedly short-
sleeve dress shirt; and I don’t want to venture a guess where his right hand 
is behind Randy (who is politely holding Bud’s brewski)!

Gary Rower graced my father-in-law’s memorial service with his wife, 
Gwen.  Gary entertains thousands of airshow attendees every year per-
forming incredible acrobatics in his vintage 1941 PT-17 Super Stearman.  
GOOGLE his videos, if you dare; just be prepared for a yak-attack.  Please 
remember, Gary, when flying low and inverted that the rudder still works 
the same way but hopefully your IP never taught you “pull stick back, 
plane go up”.  You are a class-act and a true friend. 

Super (BLOWOUT) Bowl Party attended by humiliated Bronco fans Bill 
Gregory, Clyde Spencer, and Jim White.  I hadn’t seen Jim since our days 
at Eglin AFB, FL in the mid-’80s.  Catching up was awesome as he remains 
one of the all-time good guys in our class!  Jim was in Phoenix on a layover 
with Delta Airlines and staying with fellow Delta flyboy Clyde, who sent a 
great picture of himself and Brian Longwill (complete w/long hair, goatee, 
and Hawaiian shirt).  Like many in the “Last Class”, both have their own 
small planes.  Unfortunately, Clyde’s eyes were closed in the pic as he was 
likely fantasizing about being a helicopter pilot one day.  Hey, even fighter 
pilots need heroes!  Bill moonlights giving acrobatic joy-rides to wanna-
be’s.  After hours of pulling massive “G’s”, he’s usually ready for some much 
deserved downtime. 

Gary and Gwen

THE USUAL SUSPECTS:  Played my annual round of “smack whitey” 
with Walt Wright when Jon Fago was in-town.  Played more golf w/Scott 
Van Valkenburg.  Then, played even more golf w/Mark Stearns who in-
sists I am his favorite golfer.  Sterno’s gentle jabs like “Nice lag” when I’d 
leave one short or “tough break” instead of “way to miss an easy one, suck-
er” were a constant reminder that he casts a loooong shadow of friendship 
that has cloaked me since we were 18-year-old roomies.  Every match was 
a test of my skill against their luck.  Isn’t it amazing how golfers who never 
help around the house will replace divots, repair ball marks, and rake the 
bunkers.  John Susalla and his “little biscuit”, Kathy, dined at casa-de-
Bonnie.  He actually spoke… when Kathy allowed him.  Rumor has it that 
John is fixing up his cadet car (1978 Vette!) to make the trip to Colorado 
Springs and attend the reunion.

PERSONAL NOTE:  Both my sons, Lance (’07) and Jason (’09), returned 
safely from their Afghanistan tours.

NEXT ON THE TEE BOX: John Pardo at pardo_john@hotmail.com or 
1843 Miller Dr, Dupont, WA  98327; (253) 507-4889 (h).

REUNION OR BUST!  Fly Safe, Mike.   
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I’ve been busy with life at home and with all kinds of comings and go-
ings.  It’s nice to sit down with a cup of coffee and “visit” with you like this.  
Please continue to send stuff my way so we may continue to do so.  

Admin note.  Mark Reidinger is our rep to the USAFA Class Advisory 
Senate.  Hopefully, you already got an intro emailing; 
however, if not (or you have been too busy until now), 
please check the Forum area of our class website (www.
usafa80.org) for information.  Mark says he will utilize 
this medium “to disseminate information and request 
your inputs on various issues of interest or concern 
[to] the AOG Board of Directors.  There will be more, so 
check back often.”

Movin’ & Shakin’.  “Marsha and I [Art Smith, flies for 
Delta] spent a week in Germany with Tom and Debbie 
Jones at Ramstein, where Tom is the 3-star Vice Com-
mander of USAFE and AFAFRICA. While there, we got 
together with two fellow ’80 grads: Don Ralph is a 2-star and the Reserve 
Advisor to USAFE in addition to flying the 777 for Delta out of Detroit.  Jay 
Neubauer is the USAFE Command Surgeon.  Jay and his wife, Deb, will re-
turn to Colorado Springs this summer where he’ll oversee DODMERB, the 
Medical Evaluation Review Board that reviews applicants for officer can-
didate programs.  Tom took us over to Verdun and St. Mihiel to see some 
WWI sites.  On the drive back, we were stopped by the police in a small 
French town.  The officer asked, in French, for our papers and Tom asked, 
‘Parlez vous Francais?’ (Duh....)  The gendarme was slightly surprised and 
said, ‘Oui. Et tu?’ at which point Tom’s French 101 suddenly left him.  He 
did present his ID card and we heard the officer and his partner chuckle at 
General and Air Force.  They let us go on our way, but we’re sure they were 
wondering how we won the war!”  Art, Tom, and Jay were in Mach One 
together at the Zoo.
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Dr. Tom Mabry has been at the Zoo since 1991 in several jobs: T-43 in-
structor, associate professor, deputy department head, director of labora-
tories in the Behavioral Science and Leadership Department, and deputy 
registrar.  He’s been in the registrar’s office for 16 years and, as of January, 
is the registrar and Student Academic Affairs director.  Tom is responsible 
for folks spread across five divisions. 

John Pray shared the stage with Toby Keith at the Academy of Country 
Music’s live ACM Presents: An All-Star Salute to the Troops.  It was there 
that John, the President and CEO of the USO, made a surprise presenta-
tion to Toby of the Spirit of the USO Award for the nearly 300 shows he’s 
performed for the troops and families in the U.S., in foreign countries, 
and on ships.  

By the time you read this, I expect Paul (Ricki Smith) Selva will be con-
firmed by the Senate as the next commander of the U.S. Transportation 
Command.  As you know, anyone in these positions today will face some 
very tough budget decisions.  

John Morgado was elected to the unenviable position of Chairman of 
the Negotiating Committee for the 12,000 Delta pilots.  As it’s impossible 
to please everyone, John, I’m sure it would be fine if you at least pleased. 
. . me!

Did ya know we had a classmate representing the USA at the Sochi 
Olympics?  OK, Jeff Mielke wasn’t an athlete while there, but he was a 

Four suspicious characters: Art, Tom, Don, and Jay.

member of the US Olympic Committee and kept a blog about his experi-
ences over the couple of weeks.  Interesting observations on beer, hotel 
conditions, friends he made, etc.

Brian Tighe is a captain at American Airlines and is also on their union’s 
training committee.  He’s part of the group working to blend American 
with US Airways.

Next phase.  Bret Luedke was feeling a little guilty for the many years 
between updates.  “[I] must admit the last time I contributed was probably 
over 20 years ago.  Doesn’t seem like it was that long, but it was prior to my 
separating from the Air Force while an instructor at the Test Pilot School at 
Edwards at the end of 1992.  Time flies.  I spent the next 20 years working 
for Lockheed Martin as an experimental test pilot for the F-22 program in 
Marietta, GA.  I had one more stint back to Edwards for a couple years early 
in the F-22 flight test program, but then spent the rest of my time in Mari-
etta flying first flights of the F-22s as they came off the Marietta production 
line.  I was fortunate to be able to retire from Lockheed in July of last year 
and have since built a home and moved my family to the far northwest cor-
ner of Montana to the booming metropolis of Whitefish, population 6,000.  
Big change from the Atlanta area, but one we’re loving.  Currently, when I’m 
not shuttling my daughter to and from various activities, I’m mostly a ski 
bum and working on getting one million feet of skiing vertical at the local 
ski area.  I was born and raised in Billings.  Although Whitefish is 8 hours 
away from Billings it is still like coming home. We wanted to get back to the 
northwest for the life style.  Glacier National Park is about 30 minutes away, 
the ski hill is 15 minutes, and there are 3 large lakes within 30 minutes.  In 
other words, lots of outdoor things to do year around.”

When Rod Wilkinson stepped forward to be the POC for CS-05, he 
mentioned, “I’ve had my head down for the past year with work-related 
issues.  I was a victim of the Government contracting paralysis and down-
sizing last year.  I had to leave the OSD staff and my company, and landed 
a job supporting Army CIO/G-6.  I’m still learning the language—they 
didn’t laugh when I pronounced their favorite word as hoo-hah.” 

Matt Neuenswander “attended Maj Gen John Posner’s retirement in 
Jan in DC.  He and wife, Geri, put on a great affair.  John retired at Mount 
Vernon in the midst of George Washington’s estate.  It was very nice.  An-
other one down; I will have to do the math on how many are left.  There 
were a number of ’80 grads in attendance.  I hope I am not forgetting 
any: Fred Smith, Chris Miller, Mike Skinner, Chris Schroeder, and Rich 
McFarland were all there in force.  While in DC I stayed with Bill (BA) 
Andrews and his wife, Stacey.  Bill has a fighter bar in his basement and 
a dock on the Potomac in his back yard.  Bill teaches at the National De-

 Jeff making friends in Russia.

Post-retirement party: Chris Miller, Matt, Chris Schroeder, Mike Skinner, 
Franceska Schroeder, and the McFarlands.
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fense College and is living the good life.  Two weeks later, while traveling 
for work, I got caught in Snowmaggeddon in Atlanta.  I won’t make any 
comment on what a Kansas boy thinks of Atlanta drivers in the snow, but I 
ended up leaving town two days late.  [At the airport before my flight], our 
pilot walked up.  It was none other than classmate Ricky Copley.  Ricky is 
a Delta captain and has been with them for over 20 years.  He did a great 
job of getting us into KC that night.”

Enjoy your summer break.  God bless.  Don

Springtime in the Rockies, so the snow has lessened and this morning 
just Pikes Peak was snow covered on the drive in to work! Graduation is 
just around the corner for the class of 2014. Several cadets were at our 
house for Easter (including my son) and they knew exactly how many 
days of academics left and until graduation… memories.

Class News: Four of our classmates had a mini-reunion at DARPA in 
Washington, DC. Ed Phillips, Pat Almazar, Jay Santee, and Tim Hawes 
were the gang of four. Ed, Pat, and Tim are defense contractors and Jay is 
the Deputy Director, Defense Threat Reduction Agency. 

Ed Phillips, Pat Almazar, Jay Santee, and Tim Hawes

Alex Baggett has 2 sons through college. His oldest has his graduate 
degree and teaches high school Spanish; his next oldest is in grad school 
working on becoming a physical therapist; His third oldest is finishing his 
junior year at the University of Arkansas and plans to 
graduate in December; and his youngest son is finish-
ing his freshman year at Arizona State. Alex and Sonia 
are looking for a retirement home in Fort Lauderdale or 
Fort Myers, FL. Alex is still flying for FedEx.

Silvi and Bob Steigerwald had dinner with Amy 
Markert and Scott Alexander. Scott was visiting Amy 
from Tucson. Amy volunteers as a puppy sitter for 
Guide Dogs for the Blind. Silvi also visited Mary Beth 
(Schmanski) Shagena in Fort Collins. Silvi is work-
ing with Art Nutter (former ’81er) on a new company 
called Patentbooks in Colorado Springs. Silvi and Bob’s 
sons: Robert is a FAIP at Columbus AFB and Richie works at Google. Chris 
Campbell is still jumping out of airplanes and had the privilege to do 
some jumps with Rob Babski ’85 to get him current again, so Rob could do 
a jump with his 18-year-old daughter. 

Randy and D’Andrea Worrall are headed to Poland in June for a cross 
country bike trip. Marty Waugh has been busy traveling, but did find time 
to squeeze in a Disney cruise with the family. 
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Steve Hirst is selling his book in Checkpoints, but you can email him at 
stevenrhrst@msn.com to coordinate a purchase. For all of you scouters in 
our class, I ran a Wood Badge course in April in the mountains and need-
less to say, we had some snow – shocker. Dexter Handy ran in the recent 
Boston Marathon – way to go!

Major General AJ Stewart passed away in March and we lost a great 
leader, classmate, and friend. I was fortunate to be stationed at Castle AFB 
with AJ in the ‘hey day’ of SAC as a CCTS instructor. I can still vividly re-
member him walking across the base and I saw that AJ had pinned on 
major well before most of us were even close to coming up for major. A 
humble man and classmate, AJ said “Rich, I don’t even know how it hap-
pened.” We know, though, AJ was a talented leader. AJ came from very 
humble roots and never forgot that. He was a great man and a tremen-
dous classmate! God Bless you, AJ!

Marty and Melissa Waugh on the Disney cruise.

Endowment Update (from Bob Bledsoe): The Endowment trip is nearly 
underway, a great learning experience for the chosen cadets. We pub-
lished their itinerary to Cambodia in a committee email update 5, and 
they will be leaving in approximately two weeks on June 21st.  Col Marty 
France will be blogging and posting photos for the trip. The class web-
site will contain a link to that blog and can be found here: www.usafa-
81endowment.com.

Major General AJ Stewart
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The standings for the Endowment Squadron Challenge as of 1 May 
includes four squadrons tied for first place; CS-13, 23, 32, and 37.  Eight 
squadrons are tied for second and 6 squadrons have yet to have anyone 
give: CS-2, 6, 20, 22, 25, and 28. Regardless of your cadet memories; good, 
bad, or indifferent, please consider giving back to the school that influ-
enced all our lives and careers. 

Summer is almost here in the Rockies and I am anxious to enjoy the 
cool, bug free evenings. Thanks again for all of your inputs and thanks. 
You are great classmates and more importantly, lifelong friends. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed reliving USAFA through the eyes of my son these past 
4 years and I look forward to seeing him graduate next month. Next quar-
ter is my 50th article!  (Yikes)
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Greetings Redtags!
This issue of ’82 Class News won’t appear in the print version of Check-

points because the AOG has decided that the June issue will be a tribute 
to the 60th Anniversary of the Academy.  For this issue only, Checkpoints 
will be published as a keepsake edition in a hard-cover, coffee-table style 
book.  The issue will be a retrospective comprised entirely of articles 
highlighting the Academy’s history accompanied by high quality imagery 
originating from across the decades.  It will also be constructed of higher 
quality materials and appear in a distinctive larger format.  Because of the 
extra content, there won’t be room for the class news articles.  The class 
news for June will only appear here, in the online version of Checkpoints.  
If you’re reading this, you already know that!  But for some reason I felt 
compelled to document it here so that if archeologists should someday 
go through my stuff and find a missing class news column, they’ll know 
what happened.

On to the mailbag, which isn’t very big at all this time.  Several class-
mates were energized over the recent flap concerning the Legacy Squad-
ron tradition at USAFA.  For those of you who aren’t aware of it, during 
the class shuffle each year the Academy tried to place cadets who had 
a USAFA grad parent or sibling in the same squadron that their family 
member graduated from.  In the past that hadn’t been too challenging, 
but presently it’s becoming so because about 15% of each class is “legacy”.  
This sometimes conflicts with other goals such as balancing squadrons 
according to gender, diversity, GPA, MPA, etc.  There was talk for a time of 
eliminating the Legacy Squadron program completely, but after a consid-
erable amount of feedback and social media flak, they made the decision 
to continue the program.  The difference is that where it was formerly a 
first priority, it will now be considered in context with the “operational 
needs of the Academy.”  

In other news, I learned that Dave Ziegler joined ASRC Federal in Janu-
ary as the VP and General Manager of a subsidiary named ASRC Federal 
Technical Services.  ASRC Federal is an Alaskan Native-owned company 
which provides various engineering and technical services to the govern-
ment.  Congrats, Dave!

Mike and Gloria (Montoya) Ryan sent out their Annual Wee Epistle in 
March, honoring St. Patrick’s Day, celebrating Mike’s Irish heritage, and 
generally thumbing their noses at the Christmas letter tradition by wait-
ing until March to send theirs!  As always, it was an entertaining read and 
full of news.  I’ll distill the two single-spaced pages to this: Mike and Gloria 
are having way too much fun!  Here are a few teasers that may entice you 
to go to www.annual-wee-epistle.com for the details, and to see a picture 
of Mike in a kilt.  There was talk of belly dancers, Blue Burro instant in-
ebriation invitationals, a trip to Marrakesh, leading bus trips to cooking 
schools in France, and a road trip to pick up a 300-liter wine barrel from a 
Bordeaux winery.  You’ll have to ask Mike if it was empty (why would you 
do that?) or full – he didn’t say!

Bill Harding and his wife Charlene (Jardin, ’85) sent me an e-mail re-

counting their February vacation in Greece.  I’ll have a picture for you in 
the next Checkpoints issue.  They’re still living in Manhattan Beach, CA 
with their two youngest children, Candace (9) and Chase (12).  Their old-
est daughter, Christina (23), is a local high school math 
teacher, and their son Austin (19) is a sophomore at San 
Diego State and in the Air Force ROTC program.  Bill 
works for United Launch Alliance (ULA), orbiting satel-
lites for the Air Force, the NRO, NASA and a handful of 
commercial customers on their Atlas and Delta rock-
ets.  Bill said he still sees Steve Pluntze who works for 
Parsons (the Parsons office is right across the hall from 
ULA’s) and Kenny Robinson who works for Northrop 
Grumman.  John Amrine and Roberta Ewert are still 
out there around the base as well.  John is the deputy of 
the NSA’s field office at Space and Missile Systems Cen-
ter (SMC) and Bill is pretty sure Roberta’s still the Chief 
Scientist at SMC.  Responding to my gripes in the last issue about Ohio 
weather, Bill said they’ve had a tough winter out in Manhattan Beach, too.  
He had to dig out a windbreaker and put the top up on the convertible for 
a few weeks.  Thanks Bill; that helps…

And that’s all I’ve got this time around.  Things are going well here in 
Ohio and the warm weather is finally starting to reach us, so I think we’ll 
survive.  Ellen and I are about to head out on a week-long trip to visit a 
mission we help sponsor in Guatemala.  Should be interesting.  We’ll de-
tour through Florida on the way home to visit friends.  

Until next time, your humble scribe, Ratman.
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Hello ’83er’s.  I, Cheryl Newhouse Phillips, am filling in for Jon as scribe, 
so let me share news from near and far…

Beth (Arvin) and Jeff Iliff are waiting to hear if son Ben has been ac-
cepted to the Uniformed Services Medical University in Bethesda, MD.  
Beth works for Aerodyne Engineering in Indianapolis.  She saw Iris Chil-
dress at WPAFB where Iris hosted the Ohio Founder’s Day celebration and 
panel discussion. 

Scott Goodwin wrote that after recently retiring out of AMC/HQ, he 
opted to stay in that area while he job searches. 

Wade and Cherri Wheeler are still in Germany as Cherri finishes her 
last tour of duty! Wade will move in this summer to Southern Shores, NC. 
Cherri will join him in spring of 2015 upon her retirement. 

Cindy (Fujimoto) Norman shared a great article on Jim found at 
http://www.spacenews.com/article/features/39075profile-jim-norman-
director-launch-services-nasa-human-exploration-and-operations-mis-
sion-directorate.  

Chuck Murrillo and wife, Janea, are expecting baby #3 in July. Congrats!  
He passed on that Mike Shanahan was promoted to head the EPA in Colo-
rado and surrounding states.

Diann (Christiansen) Boyle completed a 100 miler last September and 
will run the Tahoe 200 this September. (First 200-mile ultra-running race 
in the US) Good luck!

Had a good turnout at the spring Virginia ’83 social with some long-lost 
folks showing. Present were Hans Schmidt, Mark Gallagher, Pete Bartos, 
Dave Uzzell, Darryl Roberson, Cheryl (Newhouse) Phillips, Tracey Smith, 
Mark Price, George Curley, Gary Hopper, and Gerry Sohan (’82).  

Hans Schmidt, never before mentioned in Checkpoints, shared that 
his family includes 3 boys, aged 25, 22 (USNA ’15), 20, and daughter, 12.  

Washington DC Spring Social
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Hans left the AF after his first assignment at the Pentagon (why do that to 
an impressionable Lt?) and has been in investment banking in one form 
or another ever since.  Mark Gallagher retired from Offutt AFB in 2003 
and moved to Virginia where he, his wife and 6 kids live in Fredericks-
burg.  Mark is the technical director in AF/A9 at the Pentagon. Mark’s el-
dest three are attending college on-line from home; his 
younger three are home-schooled. George Curley left 
the AF in the late ’80s and worked a number of interest-
ing jobs: a children’s program for National Geographic, 
internet start-up companies and some other jobs deal-
ing with cyber ops/security. He currently works as a 
contractor in cyber at Ft Mead. Pete Bartos retired in 
2006 from Langley and is the Marketing Director for 
Northrup Grumman in Baltimore. On occasion, he 
runs into Mike Edwards, who also works for Northrup 
but in the Arlington, VA office. We shared some laughs 
over End of the World Party stories as well as funnies 
from the Dodo! Tracy (Smith) and Tom Urman have an unusual hobby: 
Fly tying! They donate their flies to several charities that teach fly fishing 
to aid individuals with health struggles, among them Casting for Recovery 
(breast cancer) and Healing Waters (wounded veterans).  Darryl Roberson 
received a Presidential nomination to Lt Gen with an assignment from his 
current position as Vice Director, J-3, Pentagon, to Commander, Third Air 
Force, Ramstein GE. Congrats and good luck!

Kathy (Strand) Johnson (Wade ’81) is still at the Pentagon. Her daughter, 
Dr. Kallyn (’07) and son-in-law, Michael Harencak (’10), son of our class-
mate Gary, also at the Pentagon, will be presenting her and Wade with their 
first grandbaby on or about 25 April! Class of 2032! Congrats to all!

Christine (Orzada) Hill (Greg ’81) is working as the Health Staff Direc-
tor for the House Veterans Affairs Committee.  She started in January and 
is really back in the fray... but enjoying it.  

Lisa (Linden) Osterheld (Curt ’75) had a challenging 2013 with cancer 
challenges but is now cleared to return to fly. She commutes from Wash-
ington DC area to JFK where she is a 777 International FO. She saw Ray 
Blust at JFK.  Ray relates he ran into Dan Frank, a 777 FO, at JFK airport.  

Jeff and Amanda Fiebig recently moved to Warner Robins, Jeff’s home-
town.  Jeff is Mr Mom to their two tots and runs his business from home 
while supervising lunch and nap time. Amanda works in real estate.  
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Finally, this letter from Jon Duresky: I was born with a genetic heart 
defect in my aorta that went undetected through all the medical testing 
we all have been through. The defect never affected anything athletically 
that I had ever done but unbeknownst to me, I had a ticking time bomb in 
my chest. On Nov. 2, 2013 my son and I did a Tough Mudder to celebrate 
his birthday.  Finished in the top 5%!  A few weeks later I had a typical 
airline day.  Was laid over in Boston; went to the nearby gym to get in a 
workout to pass the rest of the day.  I started a warm-up that I had done 
1000 times and suddenly, at 3 pm exactly (I was looking at the clock), the 
time bomb in my chest exploded: my aorta ruptured. I felt searing pain 
going up my neck, to behind both ears.  I staggered back, and thought, 
“Well, this workout is done.”  My aorta had ruptured and blood was pour-
ing into my pericardium, with just enough getting into my body to sustain 
life -- barely.  EMTs whisked me off to Mass General Hospital where I was 
told by doctors that my chances were not good and unless they did sur-
gery in next 30 minutes, I would die.  I called Brenda and my kids, and got 
answering machines!  I left upbeat messages.  What would you say?  Really 
strips life down to the essentials.  I got through to Brenda just before they 
put me under.  We shared words between her, me, and God. Seven hours 
later I awoke, with great scars on my chest.  Brenda arrived in my critical 
care ICU room about 12 hours later.  I had a synthetic aorta and a me-
chanical valve in my heart, but was pretty sure I would live. The doctors 

Jeff Fiebig, Jon Duresky, Ray Blust and kiddos.

said I would recover just fine.  December 2013.  Lucky me—I had a rare 
complication of my aortic dissection: an inflamed pancreas.  Headaches, 
stomach aches beyond anything you could imagine; couldn’t eat, losing 
more weight. My blood had also severely thinned due to everything and 
when I vomited the violence of it blew out the blood vessels in my neck, 
leading to a stroke. I ended up in the Warner Robins hospital, but they 
could not treat me there, so they called Life Flight helicopter to airlift me 
to Atlanta. Due to bad flying weather, I instead had an ambulance ride up 
I-75 in a thunderstorm.  As I lay on a stretcher in the hospital, Jeff Fiebig 
showed up!  I told him and Brenda both good bye and asked Jeff to tell 
the gang good-bye for me.  I was sure my luck had run out.  I got out of 
Emory on Jan 16th, bone-thin and kitten-weak but as of 15 April, I’m do-
ing well.  Rehabbing hard, appreciating “everything” more and marking 
each month as another month of life that I, by any medical reasoning, 
shouldn’t have.  I could use company!  Plug my address into your GPS; I’m 
only a short distance away!

Ray’s scribing next. Send your info and photos to rjmablust@comcast.
net.

Here’s to good health and happiness.  Cheryl Newhouse Phillips

(Editor’s note: We did not received a column from Mike for this online 
edition of Class News.  Send him your information and photos for the next 
issue.)

Greetings ’85ers!  
Can you believe half the year is gone already?  The time is flying by.  In 

the last edition, I made a brief reference to our 30th reunion being right 
around the corner.  Even at this seemingly early stage, I was pleased to 
have heard from so many of you on the subject.  Tish (Dierlam) Norman 
has volunteered to gather reunion planning intel for our class when she 
attends her husband, Dan’s, 25th later this year.  Thank you, Tish.  We look 
forward to your report.  I would also like to pass on a 
“reunion challenge” Michael Black posted on Face-
book.  He challenges everyone who attended a previ-
ous reunion to also attend our 30th, and to bring at 
least one classmate that wasn’t able to attend.  If you 
weren’t able to attend, he challenges you to attend this 
one.  Let’s make this our best reunion ever!

Several of you have asked what dates to pencil in, 
so I’m going to give you the best answer I can at this 
point in time -- somewhere between September 2015 
and November 2015.  According to the AOG, reunion 
dates are not set until March of each calendar year 
when the fall football schedule is released.  As soon as it is, classes are 
contacted in order of seniority to choose their weekend.  I will be pass-
ing along reunion details as they become available, so stay tuned for 
coming updates.  I also encourage each of you to join the USAFA Class of 
1985 class Facebook page.  Not only is it a great way to stay connected, it 
will provide you with more real-time information on reunion and other 
class-related issues.  

Congratulations to Brig Gen Jay Silveria.  Jay was recently selected for 
his second star, and is slated to become the next commander of the Air 
Force Warfare Center at Nellis AFB, NV.  His previous position was as the 
Vice Commander, 14th Air Force, Vandenberg AFB, CA.   Well-done, Jay!

Annette (Perez) Deiters and Jeff Deiters sent me this family picture tak-
en at the last Air Force vs. Navy game in Annapolis.  Their daughter Alyssa 
is a ’12 graduate and is currently in her second year of medical school at 
the Medical College of Virginia in Richmond. 
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Michael Black sent me a picture of himself and his son Clinton who is 
a proud member of CS-38 Allstars, Class of 2017.  Mike is the COO for the 
Premier Management Corporation, and resides in Fairfax Station, VA.

From left are Annette, Jeff, and Alyssa Deiters.

Bruce Desautels gave me a post-retirement update.  He and his wife, 
Joyce, have 3 kids and currently reside in Washington DC.  His daughter is 
a sophomore at Penn State and his oldest son is a high school senior and a 
Cadet Candidate for the Academy’s next entering class.  Hopefully, he will 
have some good news from the Admissions Board and will have a second 
generation started in the Long Blue Line.  His son has also been accepted 
at Penn State and is actively pursuing an ROTC scholarship should the 
Academy not work out.  Please keep us posted, Des.

Des gave me an interesting idea that I decided to follow up further on.  
How many in our class have sons and/or daughters following in their foot-
steps?  Thus far, I have tallied 16 legacies based solely on Facebook input. 
If you have not yet responded, please let me know the details on your leg-
acy.  I would like to include the details in an upcoming edition. 

Charlene (Jardin) Harding and her husband, Bill (‘82), visited the ar-
thenon recently with their 2 youngest, Chase (age 12) and Candace (age 
9), after relaxing on Santorini.  Charlene met Bill while stationed at Cape 
Canaveral and has been married over 25 years.  They both retired from the 
Air Force and have settled in Manhattan Beach, CA.

Mike and C4C Clinton Black.  As you can see, Mike is proudly sporting his 
class ring and his Class of ‘85 Crest Shirt.

As a reminder, class inputs and Gone But Not Forgotten will return to 
Checkpoints in print format next edition.  This was a one-time change ne-
cessitated by the 60th Anniversary commemorative issue.  

Please keep those inputs coming!  See you again in the fall. ‘85 Best 
Alive! Scott

From left are Candace, Bill, Chase, and Charlene Harding.

Lawrence Cooper, your assistant scribe reporting. Bob Colella is be-
ing given a well-earned hiatus. By the time you’re reading this, we’ll have 
had another anniversary pass (28 years, oh my!). That 
means reunion is nearly here!  On to business: this 
month is unfortunately short, most likely due to our 
advancing dotage and the special edition Checkpoints 
forcing us into “online only” mode.

I’ll kick it off with a short paragraph -- I’m still work-
ing on the Joint Staff as the Defense Warning Staff’s Mis-
sion Manager for Space & Cyberspace Warning.  If you 
have had any experience with indicators and warning, 
then you know that we’ve been rather busy the past few 
months -- nuff said.  My son Alex Cooper just earned 
his Eagle Scout rank and is preparing to attend Virginia 
Tech in the Fall.  Thankfully the Hokies never play the Falcons in football, 
so I won’t experience a conflict of interest. You can see me rocking my full 
beard and Assistant Scoutmaster ensemble with my wife, Mary, daugh-
ter Zarina, and son Alex following his Eagle Court of Honor in the photo 
below.  (See photo at the top of the next column.)

Evan ‘Ivan’ Thomas, goes next with an update from in the Mojave 
Desert.  Apparently he has caught the public service bug again and is run-
ning for Congress.  He says, “After my USAF retirement a few years ago, 
Natalie and I settled down in California to enjoy my lower-stress ‘retire-
ment’ job of flying F-16s and Learjets as an instructor at the Test Pilot 
School.  Kids off to college, time to drink some wine and enjoy life – until 
I got the crazy idea to run for Congress.  Like most of us, I was frustrated 
by the self-centered partisanship and lack of results being displayed in 
Congress, and the failures of sequestration and the government shutdown 
were the last straws.  Maybe it was that commitment to service before self, 
or a desire to give back to our nation… or maybe it was one too many 
blows to the head during intramural boxing… in any case I’m aiming to 
make a positive difference.

 If you’re interested, you can check out the campaign website at www.
thomas4congress.org, or email me direct at thomas4california@gmail.
com.  The primary election is on June 3rd here in So. Cal.  I don’t have a 
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Mary, Zarina, Lawrence, and Alex Cooper
team of political consultants working for me, or a list of deep-pocket do-
nors, so if anyone has any hot tips or suggestions on how to win in politics 
(without sacrificing your values) I’m all ears.  And if you like the idea of a 
fellow ’86er in Congress fighting to officially designate red as the best class 
color, then feel free to click that ‘Donate’ button on the website!  Valhalla 
to my fellow Vikings!”

John Taylor is next and last out of the chute.  For some reason (maybe 
the high cost of living?), he’s abandoned paradise (Hawaii) and has moved 
to San Antonio (I’m guessing 24th AF) to work for CACI on cyber exercises 
with Jim “Sheep” Hird (‘85).  His daughter Laura is getting ready to spend 
two years in Ireland and his son Brent just went through Recognition.  He’s 
also run into Dave Whitt who is up at CACI corporate headquarters in Ar-
lington, VA.

For all of you who are holding onto your updates, Bob Colella will be 
back as the scribe for the next issue. And keep visiting the USAFA Class of 
1986 Facebook page. We’re up to 228 members. Only a few hundred more 
of you to go.

Faithfully yours, Lawrence Cooper.

Welcome back ’87 to what is probably the future of our great institu-
tion’s quarterly update—an online-only version as the AOG publishes a 
collector’s edition quality “coffee table” book this quarter in honor of the 
Academy’s 60th anniversary; is USAFA really 60 years young already!  Hard 
to believe, but anyway, a lot of interesting inputs this quarter as our class-
mates continue to do wonderful things for our Air Force and the Nation!  

First up is an update from Ric Crouch, who posted on Facebook the 
link to a Washington Post story about Ross McNutt’s company that 
several law enforcement agencies are interested in for tracking crime 
and criminals as it occurs; take a look at http://gizmodo.com/police-
are-testing-a-live-google-earth-to-watch-crime-1563010340?utm_
campaign=socialflow_gizmodo_twitter&utm_source=gizmodo_
twitter&utm_medium=socialflow 

It really is quite fascinating, and as Ross’ wife, Stacy, points out, he 
made the Washington Post and didn’t get indicted!

Steve and Debbie Clapp

Carolyn and I attended the Air Force Charity Ball in April, a huge 
fundraiser for the Air Force Aid Society.  We ran into Steve and Debbie 
Clapp—since his retirement Steve now works for Lockheed Martin, a huge 
contributor to this event—I could tell by his good seats for the event, as we 
were seated in the cheap seats!

Also at the event was Scott Dierlam, the JROTC Commander for a lo-
cal Arlington, VA high school, whose cadets served as escorts and guides 
for the event. Everyone did a great job!  As we continued socializing, we 
ran into Brigadier General Tim Faye, Scott’s old USAFA roommate! What a 
coincidence! Tim is currently stationed at the Pentagon.

Scott got to dress just a bit more casually for the ball!
In other news, Sueling Cho posted an article on Facebook about the 

Rev. Brian Christensen, who has been pastor at the Catholic parishes in 
Timber Lake, Isabel and Trail City for the past three years, and will be leav-
ing for a new assignment next summer. He will become 
Vice Rector of Seminary Life and Director of Forma-
tion Advising at the Pontifical North American College 
in Rome!  Pretty amazing; we will have to look him up 
when we travel to Italy next May—way to go, Brian!  To 
read more about this awesome assignment, check out 
the following link: http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
WP/fr-christensen-will-join-pontifical-north-ameri-
can-college-faculty-in-rome.

We had the opportunity to travel down to Warner 
Robins AFB, GA to attend the retirement of Todd Pospi-
sil, who finally got to retire after two previous false 
starts!  Todd is a highly respected Contracting Officer and was convinced 
to take a couple of additional assignments the last few years at the request 
of Air Force leadership.  All is well now in Georgia, and a bunch of us are 
going to get together when Air Force football visits the Georgia Dome to 
take on Georgia State in September. If anyone wants to make the trip con-
tact us!  Todd also told us that John Teague lives in the area and is a highly 
regarded football coach—did not get to see John but glad to hear the foot-
ball program is in good hands!

Scott Dierlam and Tim Fay at the Air Force Charity Ball.
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That’s about it for this edition. Keep those inputs coming and Fly Safe ’87!

Kristen and Todd Pospisil
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(Editor’s note: We did not receive an input from Craig for this issue.  
Please send him your information and photos for the next issue.)
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Class Facebook group: http://facebook.com/group.php?gid=43101356987.  
Greetings ’89ers!  Since January we have had one more classmate pro-

moted.  Andrew Toth was nominated by the President for appointment 
to Brig Gen – congrats Drifter!  The Air Force also just announced in early 
May that one of our classmates, Stephen Williams 
(currently the Misawa wing commander) will be the 
next USAFA Commandant!  

And our 25th reunion planning is moving along.  
Please see our Facebook page for the latest info.  Still 
looking for volunteers to assist!  

Our only letter for this quarter comes from Jeff 
Cashman, who recently took command of the 128th 
Ops Group, Wisconsin Air National Guard.  He is com-
muting to Milwaukee as a traditional Guardsman from 
Northern Virginia and will return to American Airlines 
in July after a 13-year military leave of absence.  Jeff 
recently went to Altus AFB to relearn to fly after a nine-year break filled 
with Air Guard staff assignments, and was “pleasantly surprised to find 
that flying is indeed just like riding a bike, assuming the bike had 6,900 
instruments, gauges and switches you don’t understand.”  He’s looking 
forward to more of the same from his American Airlines checkout in the 
737 this summer!

Jeff and his wife, Malissa, are celebrating 20 years of marriage this fall 
– congrats!  He enjoys being a “suburban Dad” with daughter Matilda (11) 
and son George (9), coaching youth basketball, soccer and fixing things 
that break in their house.  His current project is a cracked foundation that 
leaks water when it rains.  Jeff says he still rocks out to Van Halen and Jour-
ney to the accompaniment of much eye rolling from the family. 
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Jeff was in crutches for his change of command, and explains: “I’m on 
crutches, recovering from arthroscopic ankle surgery made necessary by 
my difficulty in mastering the parachute landing fall technique in May, 
1988.  I share this story of Academy trivia:  I suggest that I am the only 
graduate of Airmanship 490 wearing jump wings that connate 8 jumps 
(rather than the standard 5).  I enrolled in basic free fall parachuting in 
the spring semester of our junior year.  On my first jump, I sprained my 
right ankle.  After a few months of recovery, I returned to make my second 

Jeff, Malissa, Matilda and George enjoy a quiet moment together after 
the change of command!

parachute landing without incident, but on the 3rd, I broke my left ankle 
and leg -- just days before the ring dance.  A year later -- once healed -- I 
reenrolled in AM 490 from the beginning and completed the full course (5 
more jumps) without incident.  Apparently it took me 2 times through the 
syllabus to master the PLF -- a skill I’ve been pleased to have no use for in 
16 years of wearing a parachute that followed.  But in the 25 years since 
the injury, the cartilage of my injured ankle has been wearing away and 
finally needed repair this year.  As I hobble, I contemplate if I would have 
lived my younger years differently had I known that the injuries of youth 
would become the handicaps of middle age.  Probably not.”  Thanks Jeff!

That’s a wrap for this quarter.  Keep those cards and letters coming.  
Take care and God bless!
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Mighty Ninety! We’re suspending our regularly scheduled column for 
the commemorative Checkpoints issue; please send your updates to me 
and we’ll have a full update next issue. Our 25- year anniversary is just 
one year out and it’s time to begin thinking about a reunion. If you would 
like to help to organize the festivities, please let me know and I’ll forward 
to our committee (which is still in the formative phase). Enjoy the rest of 
your summer! -- Flash
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Bold Gold,
2014 has been pushing an increasingly large number of projects and 

events my way. I’m looking forward to the end of May, when many of the 
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current question marks in my life will possibly be better resolved.  One of the 
big shake-ups was in my community, where we are still struggling through 
the secondary and tertiary effects of the landslide that hit Oso March 22nd.  
All is well with my family and home, but our move to Darrington (a small 
town east of us in the North Cascades) will be delayed 
since we won’t be able to keep house construction on 
schedule and under budget… the direct road to get out 
there was cut and won’t reopen until the fall.  Meanwhile, 
the slow search and clearing through tens of thousands 
of cubic yards of earth, trees and debris continues.  This 
morning though, I write to you on Easter knowing that I 
have hope for the future and can be thankful for so many 
wonderful things in my life!

Joe and Kathryn Nauman are similarly celebrating 
new joy in marriage.  He writes “Kathryn and I decided 
to have fun with our wedding last month, exchanging 
vows on a pirate ship on the Las Vegas strip.  We still kept it formal though 
-- no crazy outfits or pirate talk.  She and I could not be happier.  We’ve been 
together almost two years and live outside of Puyallup, WA.  Life is great.” 
Congratulations, Joe and Kathryn!  I rejoice with you in your happiness.
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Lynn “Jinx” Gawell gave us a nice long update from her position at Ed-
wards AFB as the AFOTEC Chair at the USAF Test Pilot School, from which 
she’ll be retiring this summer.  She and her husband, Andy (’92), are do-
ing fine and celebrating 22 years this summer. Congratulations Lynn! “Col 
Charles “Spider” Webb will be taking over as the USAF Test Pilot School 
Commandant this summer.  Mark “Voodoo” Hoelscher (AFOTEC Det 1/
CC) and I recently caught up at an AFOTEC brief.  He’s doing well and 

Joe and Kathryn 

should be here at Edwards for a while longer.  I also communicated with 
Rob “Beacher” Haug (AFOTEC Det 6/CC) and he was doing well with all 
the test activity at Nellis. On a personal note, I took up figure skating full 
time again about 10 years ago after an extended break from the ice.  In 
February, I qualified for the US Figure Skating 2014 National Showcase 
Competition. On a side note, I was the 2012 National Showcase Champi-
on for my division/level.  I’ve also been skating and qualifying for the US 
Adult National Figure Skating Championships over the last several years. 
…The really cool thing is skating with kids out here.  There are a few that I 
expect to see trying for the next winter Olympics.”  Lynn, that’s wonderful 
that you are back in figure skating; not many of us can say that, now can 
we!?  How cool. 

Wayne Cooper is at Maxwell, where he had PCSed in 2012 to attend Air 
War College, then after graduation stayed as permanent party working at 
the LeMay Center for Doctrine and Education.  Recently he took on a new 
position as the Director of Staff for Air University.  Congratulations Wayne!  
He invites all of you, when you come through Maxwell for any courses, 
such as the Wing CC/CV and Group CC courses, to look him up or give 
him a call to arrange a lunch get-together.

Angie Cadwell is in England as the Wing Commander for the 501st 
Combat Support Wing and Rob Ramos is now the Deputy Director, Plans, 
Programs, Institutional Research and Assessment at the Zoo.

I can’t recall the method or story by which I came across this photo, 
but I’m confident it was a Facebook post.  What was Romero Lewis doing 
here?  I thought this could be a good candidate for a caption contest!  

More and more I am seeing the exciting changes in our lives as we move 
“generationally” through the transitions from our military to civilian ca-
reers.  Of course not all the following have recently retired from service, 
but I am glad to share how their lives demonstrate our collective contribu-
tions across society.

For example, our contributions in education: Dan Curry is now the Su-
perintendent at Liberty Schools in Redding, CA and Gina Gervae is the 
General Education Compliance Manager at Higley Unified School District 
in Gilbert, AZ.

Kelly Smith is a managing partner of Pureflight LLC, an aircraft leasing 
company. Randall Sauer is now a system safety engineer for Beechcraft in 
Wichita, KS (congrats on the move, Randall!). William Glascoe is a systems 
engineer achieving some pretty amazing things for US Cyber Command 
at TDC Government Solutions in D.C., and Ron Watrous is now the Public 
Relations Manager for the Virginia Department of Transportation.  Now 
you know who to go to when rush hour outside the Pentagon stinks!  

But Greg Burger gets my vote for most interesting job placement these 
days: Director of Health and Life Services in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emir-
ates, leading operations for a healthcare advisory company called “EY.”  
Greg, sounds you’re really enjoying a fascinating new turn, ’eh’?

I’ll close with an announcement that my non-profit, The Tai Initiative, 
is in a long-term search for more board members and my best supporters 
to date have been in the USAFA Class of 1991 (no surprise there!).  So I in-
vite more of you to join the club.  You don’t have to have a connection with 
U.S.-China relations to be relevant to the board; you all have such amaz-
ing talents!  Maybe some of you see yourselves reaching the point in your 
careers when you should be serving on the board of a national non-profit.  
Does this sound like you?  I would love to have you join us in conversation, 
and if not with mine then I encourage you to seek out a non-profit board 
in your local community. Interested?  Let me know, please.

Everyone, please have a wonderful start to your summer and if you are 
in the Pacific Northwest please come up north of Seattle and we’ll go hik-
ing for a few hours.  Tav

 Fundraiser?  Radio show?  Whatever this was, it’s great to see our class-
mates’ smiles in public.
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Summer is finally here!  After the long harsh and snowy winter of 2014, 
I am ready for some warm sunshine.  Additionally, summer marks anoth-
er milestone and another year since graduation.  It’s getting harder and 
harder to find our class column in Checkpoints since 
there are so many class columns behind ours!  Where 
did the time go?!  Speaking of time, I think it’s time to 
get to the news.  So here goes.

Mailbag.  I got a message from Darrell (D Lock) 
Lockhart who is a test Director at AFOTEC, Det 2 at 
Eglin AFB.  Last summer he left one of his “best as-
signments as a ROTC Commander at Fayetteville State 
University.”  He loved working with the cadets and de-
veloping them into the leaders of tomorrow.  The high-
light of this assignment, though, was presiding over the 
promotion ceremony of his wife, Denise Grudzielanek 
Lockhart.  Now he is enjoying the beaches of Florida, as are his boys.  As 
a Test Director one of D Lock’s projects is to test the Integrated Aircrew 
Ensemble (IAE).  This is a 7-layer flight suit that includes a chemical layer, 
environmental layer, G-suit, pressure vest, and coverall (flight suit).  If you 
are lucky enough to still be walking around on the flight line later in 2014 
or 2015, D Lock might be coming to a base near you to test it out.  

D Lock mentioned that Ted (Lois) Lane just retired out of Randolph 
last November and Ted Weibel is finishing up his last year as ROTC Com-
mander at MIT.  He also passed along that Scott Cardozo is also a test 
director at Det 2 and George Petty pinned on O-6 on 1 March.

Suzy Streeter has written me several times in the past, but it’s been a 
while.  She sent a great picture of her promotion in February.  The photo 
includes Nicole (Davis) Bontrager and Marlee Rust.  Stan Cole was not in 
the picture, but was at the ceremony.  Maj Gen Sharon Dunbar (’82), Com-
mander of the Air Force District of Washington was the Presiding Officer.  
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Suzy’s now at US Cyber Command as the Division Chief for Intelligence 
Support to Plans and Exercises.  This assignment followed a year at Air 
War College and before that, a couple of intel assignments: the Deputy 
Group Commander at the 548 ISR Group at Beale AFB, CA and the 18th 
Intelligence Squadron Commander at Vandenberg AFB, CA/Wright-Pat-
terson AFB, OH.  Why the same squadron at two locations you ask?  Well, 
one of Suzy’s accomplishments was moving her squadron at the end of 
her command tour.  

Movie Star.  Steve Barrows was so excited to be in the last Checkpoints 
column, that he immediately wrote me back again hoping to be featured 
again.  Nah, not really.  But, I did hear from him again.  He sent me a link 
to a You Tube video his students at Aquinas College made of him on April 
Fool’s Day.  After I viewed it (it was pretty funny by the way) I noticed it had 
been viewed over 8 million times in just the two days it had been posted.  
I don’t watch You Tube much, but I thought that seemed pretty high.  The 
next day I caught a glimpse of CNN over my boss’ shoulder while we were 
talking and saw the video being played on Headline News!  The video went 
viral with over 24 million views and many media outlets picked it up.  So, 
in the end, Steve was actually the beneficiary of the April Fool’s prank in 

Suzy, Marlee, and Nicole and other grads from the classes of 1988, 1990, 
1993, 1995, 1996 and 2003.  (Suzy’s in the middle and Marlee and Nicole are 
on either side of Maj Gen Dunbar on the far right.)

Class News
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the video.  If you Google “best classroom April fools prank ever” you will 
find many links to the video and articles about it.  

Later, Steve provided me the “rest of the story.”  He did a few local in-
terviews and several national media interviews—Huffington Post, People 
magazine, New York Daily News, and others.  Needless to say, Steve gave 
all the credit to others, especially his students and talked about what fan-
tastic students he gets to teach.  Unfortunately I missed most of the CNN 
clip, but I did catch one thing because the closed captioning was on.  The 
anchor was saying something about “this guy’s 15 minutes of fame…”  
Well, Steve, for our entertainment, I hope you have more than “15 minutes 
of fame” ahead of you!  Thanks for sharing.

Pentagon Sightings.  In the Puzzle Palace I run into classmates from 
time to time.  I see Ken Ohlson every day as he sits one row of cubicles 
over from me in the same Division in J33.  I regularly run into TJ Twiford, 
Michael Bob Starr, Chuck Henderson, Brent Griffin, Mike Mote, Troy Sul-
livan, and a host of others working in the building.

I recently ran into Kim (McQuarrie) Tebrugge in the Pentagon Athletic 
Center (PAC).  Kim is a Reservist and is assigned to the HQ USAF Public 
Affairs office.  With all the (mostly unfavorable) USAF news lately, she has 
had her work cut out for her.  She’s been working quite a few number of 
days as she is taking some time off from her private sector career as a stra-
tegic communications specialist.  

I had one of my last lunches with Mike Rokaw here in the Pentagon… at 
least for a while.  Mike is headed off to Los Angeles AFB once again where 
he will be leading one of the GPS program offices—group level command.  
He and the family are looking forward to returning to the sun and sand of 
Southern California.  For a Long Island native he surly has taking a liking 
to the West Coast.

I have also made the long walk from the Pentagon to North Parking 
more than once with Mo Krishna who is also working on the Joint Staff.  If 
you’ve ever had to make that walk, you know it’s quite a ways.  Anyway, it 
gives us a good chance to catch up.  We’ll both be staying on in our current 
jobs for another year or two.  

Until next time.  This wraps up another edition of the True Blue notes.  
Keep the email coming and if you get to DC, I’ll be disappointed not to 
hear from you.  The Joint Staff is a blast (not really), but I always have time 
to have lunch with old friends, so stop by.  True Blue!  James.

(Editor’s note: We did not receive an input from Mike for this issue.  Please 
send him your information and photos for the next issue.)

(19 Sabre Society Donors)

Summer 2014.  Our reunion is right around the corner.  Mark your cal-
endars for 24-28 Sep 14, which is the weekend of the Boise St. football 
game.  Check the AOG website for details.  Kevin Pfeil 
is heading up the Reunion Committee.  The AOG page 
for the ‘94 20th Reunion has links to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy Class of ‘94 Facebook page, as well as the ‘94 
Reunion hotel, the Cheyenne Mountain Resort.  Check 
it out, make plans and I hope to see you this fall.  As 
we lead up to this event, I’ve been hearing from a lot of 
grads and have gotten some good updates.

John “Lando” Landis emailed me from Syracuse 
University, where he is the AFROTC Det Commander.  
Lando said that he is totally enjoying campus life and 
leading cadets to their commissioning.  Lando said he 
has recently heard from Steve “Bugs” Bunting, who is a Langley flying 
F-22s as the 149th FS/CC.  Lando also has heard from Southwest pilots 
Robb Brimmer and Calley Poarch, as well as Ed Castaneda who is flying 
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for Southwest and serving as the 163rd FS/DO flying A-10s in Ft Wayne.  
Lando said that Chris Chocolaad was in his ROTC Det/CC training class 
at Maxwell last summer.  Chris went on to the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha.  Finally, Lando said that Bill Allen is living in Denver as a defense 
contractor.  Bill got married last year and he and his wife just had their first 
kiddo a few months ago.  Thanks for the update Lando.

Kent Hennings dropped me a line from Cave Creek, AZ, which he said 
is on the north side of Phoenix.  Kent said he has been married for 10 years 
now and that he and his wife have three kids, with the youngest just arriv-
ing this spring (their second boy).  He said he is looking forward to seeing 
people at the reunion and getting in some golf rounds.  I hope to join you 
on the links Kent.

Trey Chastain checked in from Kadena where he is finishing his third year 
as the 18th Maintenance Group Deputy Commander.  Trey said they have 
loved their time there, but they are looking forward to heading to Ramstein, 
Germany in Aug to begin a new staff job.  Recently, in the Pacific region, 
Trey said he has seen Mike Ritzman and his family.  Trey said they took a 
trip together with the Ritzmans to Thailand.  He has also seen Dave Eaglin, 
Dave Mineau and Daymen Tiffany during his time in Kadena.  Finally, Trey 
said that Will Kelley visited recently from Korea, where Will has a civilian 
job.  Trey and Will are pictured below.  Thanks for the update Trey!  

Joe “JT” Thill sent me a note from Pentagon where he is a fighter flight 
test engineer, working as the Chief, USAF Red Team.  He said he will soon 
be moving on to Wright Patterson AFB to work for AFRL Special Projects.  
He attached a recent pic that Joe likes to call “Big Chief with Little Chief.”  
Joe also relayed that Ted Gatlin is the MQ-9 SPO at Wright Pat.  He also 
said that his old roommate, Col John Newberry (4-below to Col), is the 
deputy PEO at WPAFB.  Nice work.  Finally, Joe said that he and his wife, 
Bridget, Barton (‘95) just had their seventh child in Jan... he said his house 
is always rockin’.  On a somber note, Joe relayed that he and his wife tragi-
cally lost their six-year-old son Grant about a year ago in a tragic accident 
while they were on leave.  Joe said they say they have six kids at home with 
them and one at home in heaven.  Great to hear from you Joe, and sorry 
for the loss of your son.  

Will “Leroy” Kelley and Trey Chastain in Kadena.

Betsy (Moore) Russ sent me a message from Colorado.  She lives just 
north of USAFA with her husband, Steve Russ (‘95), who is the Defensive 
Coordinator for the football team.  Betsy said she has been out of the AF 
since ‘99 and has been a full-time mom pretty much ever since.  She said 
that Matt Glover is at USAFA working in the athletic department.  Betsy 
also said that Stan Lawrie is there as the 4th Group AOC.  She said they 
see Stan quite often, as their daughters are great friends.  Also a Group 
AOC is Shane Haughian and Byron Miranda is there finishing up a tour 
in the Mech Department.  Betsy also said she saw Zach Zeiner recently at 
a Christmas party.  Finally, she said she gets to see fellow Colorado resi-
dents, Carla Hunstad and Julie (Adair) Cook (‘95) quite often.  They are 

CSAF and Joe Thill
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pictured below from a recent rendezvous in Castle Rock to watch a Bron-
cos playoff game.  Betsy said she is getting involved in the reunion plan-
ning and to let everyone know to make plans early, because it is going to 
be an awesome time. 

That’s all for now.  Reunion planning is in full swing... make your plans 
early.  Check out the AOG website, hotel link and the ‘94 Facebook page for 
info.  I hope to see you there this fall -- Kegger.  

Julie, Carla and Betsy

(8 Sabre Society Donors)
(Editor’s note: We did not receive an input from Travis for this issue.  

Please send him your information and photos for the next issue.)
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Hello everyone, it’s Andi again… I’m writing this article from lovely 
Montgomery, AL.  After two weeks here I have acclimated to sweet tea, 
southern food, and humidity.  As this article is published Chuck and I will 
have been to Peru and hiked the Inca Trail up to Machu Picchu and I will 
be in the seat as the Al Udeid Medical Group Commander until May 2015.  
If you make it to Qatar, please drop in… I have a fridge full of beer and can 
only drink 3 a day!  

While we were in Peru, we happened to cross paths with Dr. Kit Keiling 
(’95) doing some pediatric work at a remote village outside of Cusco. 

In my training travels I ran into a John Hendrix -- separated several 
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years ago and is now a civil engineering contractor for AFCENT at Shaw 
AFB, and had lunch with Mark Gehringer at Hurlburt (see previous article 
for update).   At the end of the Rock ‘n Roll Half Marathon in D.C., I saw 
Ray Pastora and his family heading for the metro.  They are currently liv-
ing in Maryland.  

Dale Reidel also sent in an update from CS-16… Frank Howard is the 
wing exec, public affairs officer, historian for the 181st Intelligence Wing, 
Indiana ANG. He married Rachel in May last year and was promoted to 
Lieutenant Colonel in September.  He will start teaching CRM classes at 
Indiana State University. Eric Moraes is currently stationed at Randolph 
as a T-38 IP.  He and his wife, Tiffany, have 4 kids so 
his weekdays are filled with “work” (read: flying) and 
weeknights and weekends are filled with kids’ events. 
Previous to this assignment the Moraes Clan had as-
signments at Dyess (B-1s), Laughlin, (T-37s/T-6s), Ells-
worth (B-1s), DC (IDE - NDIC @ DIA), D-M (AFSOUTH 
CAOC).  Tom Livingston currently lives in Tucson, AZ 
with his wife, Michele, and her son.  After having served 
on the Tucson Police department for a number of years, 
Tom successfully completed the FBI Academy and now 
serves as an FBI agent in El Paso, TX. 

 Jason Avram recently returned from Afghan deploy-
ment in May ‘13 and then promptly PCS’d from HQ AMC at Scott AFB, IL 
to Life Cycle Management Center at Hanscom AFB, MA.  His wife, Andie, 
and two kids are loving Boston and New England.  Dale and Jenn (Kor-
nacker) Reidel are PCSing to Edwards AFB, CA in July. Dale will be the 
Staff Judge Advocate for the 412th Test Wing under the Air Force Test Cen-
ter.  Jenn has maintained her California veterinary license and expects to 
practice in Palmdale, Lancaster, or Santa Clarita, CA.  Gigi (Simko) Angeles 
married Stephen Simko ’95 from CS-16 and is currently enjoying life in 
England and traveling like mad -- 14 countries so far. They head to Travis 
AFB in July for a second command.  Stephen is thriving as a stay-at-home 
dad and puts on the uniform once in a while as an IMA in the 100 MXG at 
RAF Mildenhall.  Her boys have slight British accents, and they’ve picked 
up the British vocabulary, “It’s trousers, not pants, Mum.”  
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Mark Tobin sent in an update… for the last eight years he’s have been 
splitting time between Orange County, CA and China, which has been 
quite a rewarding experience and given him a chance to travel extensively. 
Early in 2013, he started his own consulting firm focused on cross-border 
business. It seems like the entrepreneurial spirit has been strong among 
our classmates – Craig Hancock and Joshua McClure started an online 
commercial real-estate platform in Austin. Tobs had a chance to visit 
Craig in Austin a few months ago and it was great to reflect on their surf-
ing days in Hermosa Beach! When not working, he spends as much time 
as he can with his two boys, Quinlan (9) and Brennan (6), coaching soccer 
and basketball and generally enjoying the California sunshine. 

As for our class, here’s the list of TABs that were just selected for Colo-
nel: Mike Manion, Jason Hinds, Joel Safranek, Ryan Suttlemyre, John Or-
chard, Clay Freeman, and Brandon Parker

If any of you would like to collect some info on your squadrons, I would 
love to write an article that features your squadron.  So many folks are 
doing great stuff around the world.  Until next time…you can find me at 
andivinyard@yahoo.com or on Facebook.

Visit the AOG Web Site.
Gone But Not Forgotten, merchandise and more!

www.usafa.org

Gigi Angeles Simko and Stephen (’95) and their children.

Greetings ‘97!
s always, hope this update finds you well.  Let’s start out with an update 

from Dave Pryor who recently returned from his 6-month deployment 
to Afghanistan.  When he returned, not only did he get to see his lovely 
bride, Michelle (Gadus), but he laid eyes on his newborn son, Matthew, 
for the first time.  Dave recently picked up an assignment at the Pentagon.  
Michelle is in the DC area completing Senior Developmental Education 
and was just selected for O-6 along with classmate Kim (Reed) Campbell.  
Fingers crossed that Michelle can pick up her next assignment in the DC 
area to keep the family together for a while.  

Wendy (Palatinus) Woodward dropped me an update.  Last year, Wen-
dy left the Academy to head to the Air Force Reserve 
Command in Robins AFB, GA for a change of scenery 
and new challenges.  Wendy is the Chief of Protocol at 
Reserve Command Headquarters.  Last August she was 
set up on a blind date with a local guy by the name of 
Matthew Woodward.  The date went well and the two 
were engaged on New Year’s and they surprised both 
sets of parents by performing their own wedding cer-
emony in February in Wendy’s parents’ living room 
in Colorado Springs.  As any diehard graduate would, 
Wendy and Matthew took in an AF basketball game in 
the hours before their wedding.  Congrats to Wendy 
and Matthew who are expecting to move this summer though the desti-
nation is still up in the air.

Pryor family reunion
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A few more updates from around the horn.  Chris Gizzi joined the 
Green Bay Packers as a Strength and Conditioning Assistant Coach this 
past February.  As the Commander of the780th Expeditionary Airlift 
Squadron, Todd McCoy flew the first C-17 transit mission from Afghani-
stan into Mihail Kogalniceanu Air Base, Romania and has been largely re-
sponsible for standing up operations there as the transit center mission 
transitioned from Manas to Romania this past year.  There is a great article 

Wendy and Matthew – Pre-wedding warm up.
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about Todd that the Army.mil site published this past March -- google it.  
Finally, this past February, after taking the officers in my squadron to the 
Luxembourg American Cemetery and Memorial, we took our professional 
development trip to the National Museum of Military History in Diekirch, 
Luxembourg.  As I completed my tour of the museum, I stumbled on a 
display honoring classmate Luke Johnson who was killed on Mar 20th in 
2002 in an F-16 accident near Spangdahlem AB where Luke was assigned 
to the 23rd Fighter Squadron.  

That’s all I have for this round.  Until next time… Mel.

A toast to Luke Johnson!
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(7 Sabre Society Donors)
(Editor’s note: We did not receive an input from Pat for this issue.  Please 

send him your information and photos for the next issue.)
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(Hopefully) For most of us, it’s been 15 years since last we marched to 
lunch or posted someone on the terrazzo.  It’s nearly time for the next gen-
eration to start enjoying Mitch’s Mountains.  Speaking of which, I heard 
from Aaron Cooper who is working at AFPC and just 
had his second baby girl with wife, Danielle. Ariana and 
baby Charlotte Elizabeth were born 19 Jan in San Anto-
nio. Cooper is getting ready to deploy and recently fin-
ished training with a group well-represented by Acad-
emy grads, including fellow Shiners Casey Sere and Tom 
Mahoney.  (See photo at the top of the next column.)

In the front row from left are Capt Joe Withers (05), 
Maj Jose Castaneda (00), 1Lt Kevin Vanhook (10), Lt Col 
Craig Prichard (95), Maj Travis Higgs (00), Capt Chris-
tine Kemnitz (09); Back Row: Capt Travis Gomez (04), 
Maj Casey “Raz” Sere (99), Maj Robert Barnes (02), Capt 
Trevor Gustafson (06), Maj Tom Mahoney (99), Maj Aaron Cooper (99), 
Maj Nathan “Dos” Keethler (01)

I also heard from Michelle (Baugus) Nunez, who is married to Lou 
Nunez (’97).  She is enjoying life as a contractor/Reservist in the C-Springs 
area. After 5 years of teaching, she has moved to the Exercise section for 
the 310 OGV at Schriever AFB.  She’s slogging through PME and recently 
found Matt Taraborelli in one of her online classes.  

TJ Kreutzer wrote in with an update as well.  He left active duty in June 
’10 and signed on to the Reserves, flying T-38s as an instructor at Shep-
pard Air Force Base.  David Bruce and Eric Pauls are also in his unit.  Dan 
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Dorson and Troy Cappelli are in the same training wing on active duty.  TJ 
is working for Delta Air Lines, living just outside Minneapolis and also 
serving as a USAFA ALO.  His wife (Kara) and he also had a son last May.  

66%
MembersJason Simmons

110 Mara Court
Prattvillle, AL 36066
Jason.Simmons@Outlook.com

Bold move, TJ, letting everyone know you work for the airlines—start 
expecting phone calls from long lost friends.

That does it for this round.  Matt Watson will be our M5 guest lecturer 
for the next update as I’ll be in the middle of a PCS to Ramstein AB—plen-
ty of room for visitors at Gasthaus Stewart beginning in Aug ’14!

The Kreutzers

Classmates, 
As many noted, since you are not sure where this Class News will be 

posted, or how access will be controlled, everyone is waiting for the next 
print edition to submit updates.  Please send me updates at Jason.Sim-
mons@Outlook.com or via Facebook – we need some good group shots 
of classmates.  So, the only news this time is personal -- I’ve got my after 
ACSC assignment.  My family is headed to the Springs!  Both my wife and 
I will be at Peterson, me at USNORTHCOM J2 and she’ll be running the 
Opto Clinic.  I may need a place to crash until we get closed on the house, 
so hit me up if we can put a tent up in your backyard.  

Until next time, Jason “Cueball” Simmons.

(8 Sabre Society Donors)

69%
MembersFaith (Hitchcock) Dunn 

6423 NW 94th Court
Johnson, IA 50131
Faithd03@hotmail.com

(15 Sabre Society Donors)

(Editor’s note: We did not receive an input from Faith for this issue.  Please 
send her your information and photos for the next issue.)
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Nathan Bump sent an update along with some pics from Rio. He is 
there with his wife, Kristin, and kids, Lincoln (5) and Lance (2) attending 
Brazil ACSC as an exchange officer until the Dec/Jan timeframe.  They are 
having a blast being immersed in a new culture and live close to Mark and 
Elia Hickey (‘03) as they both complete an Olmsted scholarship program.  
Nate said he hopes to see a few classmates during the World Cup either 
flying missions or at the games! 

Robert Barnes spent 10 days refreshing his Combat Skills with a dozen 
other grads at Camp Bullis. He’ll be spending another summer in Kabul.  

Nate, Kristin, Lincoln and Lance Bump celebrating Easter in Rio. 

Ryan Walinski is prepping for his next overseas deployment. He spent 
six months last year in Balad. Ryan describes the deployment as super 
busy. He worked for a Special Forces unit and had to do 
the job of 3 as the Army Major that he was supposed to 
work for as a Deputy never deployed and he didn’t have 
an NCOIC for 3 months. “It was a good job, but just re-
ally busy.” On his return flight from Iraq Ryan ran into 
Matt Peterson (’03), who was one of the pilots flying 
him home to Virginia on a C-17. Ryan and his wife have 
two daughters. The oldest turned three in February and 
youngest will be one in July.

Todd Moore and David Kirkendall were recently 
hired by Southwest as hopefully the front of a big hir-
ing wave. They have promised to reestablish the “fast, 
neat, average” rule, but since Southwest doesn’t have a defined first class 
section they want to remind you that you are all VIPs in their book.  Tony 

Camp Bullis Cast. In the front row from left are Capt Joe Withers (’05), 
Maj Jose Castaneda (’00), 1Lt Kevin Vanhook (’10), Lt Col Craig Prichard 
(’95), Maj Travis Higgs (’00), and Capt Christine Kemnitz (’09). Back Row: 
Capt Travis Gomez (’04), Maj Casey “Raz” Sere (’99), Maj Robert Barnes 
(’02), Capt Trevor Gustafson (’06), Maj Tom Mahoney (’99), Maj Aaron 
Cooper (’99), and Maj Nathan “Dos” Keethler (’01).
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Straw and Scott Beusch just got the news that their VSP packages were 
approved. Steven Taylor just accepted a contractor job and will be moving 
to Ramstein, Germany in June. Say hi when you are passing through! Kari 
(Zeller) Granger and husband, Matt Granger (’00), had their first baby 
girl, Aspen Isabel. She was born on Christmas Day in Colorado.

KEEP ME UPDATED: Who VSP’d? Who’s still active duty and who Palace 
Chased to the Guard or Reserve? If you are out, what are you doing and 
where are you living? If you run into any classmates send me a message 
and a picture so I can keep everyone in the loop with our class sightings 
around the world!

Kari, Matt and Aspen Isabel Granger

Hey Bongers, no updates this time around. Have a great summer and 
hope to hear from you soon! Susan

Happy 60th Anniversary, USAFA!  What better way to honor our heritage 
than with a Class Reunion, right?!  Has it really been 10 years?  Yikes!  

“Ready for Warriors! Are you ready? Ready for our 10-Year Reunion?  
The current dates are 25 - 27 September. Expect information to flow on 
our Facebook page (USAFA Class of 2004) and class 
reunion page (http://usafa2004.wix.com/wwwusafa-
2004com).  The webpage will have all types of useful 
information including events, where to stay, times for 
the game, etc.  Kudos to Jon Belkowitz for putting it 
together.  Right now there isn’t much on the site due 
to the lack of solid information from the AOG [and the 
fact we’re still in the early planning stages]. Check the 
webpage often; updates will happen as soon as we have 
more information for the RFWr’s.

“The Reunion Committee is looking for your help. 
We need one representative per cadet squadron, from 
Mighty Mach One to the Proud Pink Panthers, to volunteer to help get the 
word out to the rest of our class. Please send me a FB message or email me 
at jallangould@gmail.com if you want to help out.  You can also contact 
Casey Weinstein, Amanda (Baranek) Weinstein, Jonathan Belkowitz, or 
Breezy Long.

“I am also looking for volunteers to help out with the Reunion Com-
mittee.  Any and all help is welcome. I am specifically looking for those 
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classmates living in Colorado Springs or the local area to help with some 
of the local admin/hotel/events that I can’t take care of here in Japan.

“Reunion Chairs are 1: Memorial Chair -- help the AOG memorial-
ize our fallen classmates. 2: Social Chair -- help make the class reunion 
the best possible party it can be from booking the DJ/Band, figuring out 
the food for our Class Dinner, etc.  3: Arrival Officer -- working with the 
Social Chair to help put together a welcome package and possibly work 
discounts with local businesses. 4; Class Gift Chair -- work directly with 
the AOG to determine what the cadet wing needs in order to make their 
experience better.  5: AOG Golf Tourney Chair -- work with the AOG get-
ting teams together for our own class tourney. 6: Media Chair -- those tech 
savvy need apply; gather stories, photos, videos for a class DVD/video for 
our dinner. 6: Additional Chairs as we determine they are needed.”

And so, here we are, approaching another 100 Days milestone together!  
Hope many of you can make it back to the zoo for the festivities.  Regard-
less of whether you can make the trip, I wish you ALL a Happy 10 Years 
since the day we tossed our parade caps in the air to the sound of wild 
cheers and sweet jet engines… a moment, a day, a family that really stays 
with you….

Fellow ’05ers,
I hope this update finds everyone and their families healthy and happy.  

It is with great sadness that this update must include the news that we lost 
one of our own this past March.  On March 1, 2014, our classmate Billy 
Maggio lost his eight-year battle with a rare form of 
cancer.  A future Checkpoints edition will have an obitu-
ary dedicated to honoring Billy’s life.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to the Order of Malta - West-
ern Association, USA 465 California St., Suite 818 San 
Francisco, CA 94104-1820.  The following grads were in 
attendance: Mark Liu who is currently practicing medi-
cine at Wilford Hall in San Antonio; Mike Sackenheim 
who has just finished two A-10 tours and is flying T-38s 
at PIT in San Antonio; Mac Byard who has just finished 
up EC-130s at DM and is headed to teach pilot training; 
Chris Lowe who has been selected for the initial cadre 
of F-35s at Luke; Tom Duffy who is no longer on active duty and working 
as a Space & Missile contractor at Schreiver AFB; and Marc Austin.  

I received updates from a couple of our classmates.  First, I received an 
update from Karl Scheuerman.  Karl, Trey Fryman, and Joseph Leman 
have been serving on the board of directors for “A Family for Every Or-
phan,” a non-profit organization that works to place orphans in perma-
nent, loving families within their own countries overseas. Cam Schaefer 
(’06) has also worked with the group. According to Karl, it has been a great 
way for them to stay in touch and contribute towards a good cause. More 
information can be found at www.afamilyforeveryorphan.com for anyone 
else interested in getting involved. Trey is currently stationed at Langley, 
Joseph is at Altus, and Karl is now in the Washington (State) Air Guard.
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 Teresa, Christine, Jason, and Maddy

I also got an update from Teresa Moreno.  Teresa took a weekend trip to 
D.C. to watch her beloved Chicago Blackhawks play and had brunch with 
Christine (Todd) McLean.  Teresa and Christine were stationed together 
at Seymour Johnson AFB.  Christine PCS’d to D.C. after Teresa returned 
from her deployment to Afghanistan. According to Teresa, Christine’s 
family was a great support to her while she was deployed. Teresa is now 
stationed at Barksdale as a JAG officer.  Christine is stationed in D.C. with 
her husband, Jason McLean (’04), a Navy test pilot, and their 2-month-old 
baby, Madeline Belle, also known as Maddy. 
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USAFACAD@hotmail.com
Facebook page: USAFA
  Class of 2006

Hello fellow classmates. I hope this message finds you all well. We are 
nearing our 8-year mark from when we tossed those in-
famous hats in the air. First off, I just want to thank Dayle 
Hartung (Morell) for valiantly carrying the Class Scribe 
“torch” this whole time. You did a great job and we all 
appreciate it. I will try to hit the mark like you did! Now 
on to some class news: The first person to respond was 
Amy (Gilliland) Justus. She must be overworked right 
now because she is finally announcing that she got mar-
ried a year ago! On 27 April 2013 she married Capt Jake 
Justus on her parent’s farm in Warriors Mark, PA. They 
were blessed to have Dana Lyon (Pounds), Kezziah Dale 
(Lloret), Casey Whitson (Bayne) (’07), Kristine Rebuck 
(Muth), Matt Shemo (’07), and Amy’s old roomie Colleen Hake (Smith) in 
attendance. Another one ties the knot and to that I say congrats Amy!
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Up next was my boy from BCT James Schannep who held a book sign-
ing at Ft Hood, TX for his newest title Murdered (I believe this is a Kindle 
version of the “Choose Your Own Adventure” books many of us may re-
call). Friends, family, and fans of the first book showed up in droves for 
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a chance to meet the author! His next signing was in Santa Maria, CA on 
April 19th. James majored in English and left the service honorably in 
2011. More info is available at www.JamesSchannep.com. BTW James, an 
English major would know that proper titles are underlined or in Italic, 
not submitted in ALL CAPS! Good luck on your new adventure!

Up next is one of our many classmates who currently live overseas. 
Hsiang-Yu Chen (’08) and L. Amber Collins just had their 2nd son on Jan 
14th, 2014. Their firstborn, Logan, is almost 2 years old now and is prob-
ably eager to play with his brother Kayan. They are still living in Taiwan 
where Hsiang-Yu is an E-2 Hawkeye pilot for the Republic of China AF 
(ROCAF) and Amber is a stay-at-home mother. Keep rocking the family 
life Amber, and enjoy life abroad. Us classmates stuck in good old U.S. of 
A. will try to live vicariously through you! 

Rounding out the updates is a classmate serving at my old stomping 
grounds (Scott AFB was my 1st assignment). William “Mac” MacVittie was 
recently married in Mount Pleasant, SC.  Mac met his wife, Amanda, while 
he was stationed in Charleston flying C-17s. In attendance were fellow 
’06ers John and Ashley Haney, Mike Lewis, Mike Phelan, Steven and Susie 
Haynes, and Mike Lebovitz (Leboooooo!).  Also in attendance was former 
CS-18 AOC and grad Col Thomas Nicholson (’92).  Mac and Amanda are 
living in St Louis, MO (also called the ‘STL’) where he is currently flying the 
C-21A. Can anyone say DV Transport!!! Good job Mac… keep those wings 
straight and level, and in a slight climb.

Thanks to those that provided updates this time around, and spread 
the word to others that I will gladly accept more. As for me (Shawn 
Schuuuuulz), I am still the Budget Officer here at USAFA and would love 
to meet up if any of you are in town or need a place to stay if you are here 
for a visit. Just ask Brandon Sandoval, Ross Weaver, Jon Wilson, or Joe Ro-
sales (’07).

A message from our class President:
“Class of 2007, it’s hard to believe but we will have our 10-year reunion 

in just a few short years. In preparation for our reunion, please make sure 
you update your personal contact information with the AOG. Also, I’d 
like to invite everyone to become a member of the “USAFA Class of 2007” 
Facebook page. This will allow me and the rest of the class council to en-
sure everyone receives timely and accurate information for our reunion. 
As always, feel free to contact me if you have any questions!  Ad Astra, 
Tyler Rube.”

(Five Sabre Society Donors)

(Editor’s note:  We did  not receive an input from Christin this issue.  
Please send her your information and photos for the next issue.)

(Three Sabre Society Donors)
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Summertiiiime and the livin’s easy!  It’s that time of year when the 
clouds and snow give way to sun and fun… unless you live in Hawaii like 
Miles McMullan, or Destin like Clayton Strickland, or Djibouti like Ryan 
Ramirez.  By the time you read this, some of us will have traded Captain’s 
bars for business cards and Service Hess for facial hair that can extend 
beyond the outer corner of your mouth.  (Documentation Statement: AFI 
36-2903, Dress and Personal Appearance of Air Force Personnel.)  Stay in 
touch! Please send us updates with where you are going and what you are 
doing.  If you haven’t already, send in your updates to our Class of 2009, Air 
Force Academy Facebook Page!  Remember, anyone can send in updates 
so if you’re a friend, spouse, mother, or father, please contribute!

Here’s what’s good in the ‘hood…
BABIES: Andrew Henke and James Johnson are proud new fathers!  Jon 

Yates is expecting one any day now!

(Two Sabre Society Donors)
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MARRIED: Drew Jaszczak got hitched in Savannah, GA! (See previous 
photo.)

ENGAGED: Jared Marvin, Mike McVay, and Mike Hank all popped the 
question!  Harvey White already has a joint Facebook account… good 
luck!

NEW JOBS:
Tanner Doss moved to NYC to participate in a special J.P. Morgan in-

ternship for Military Veterans!
OTHER SPOOGE: When she’s not teaching titrations Chem 141, Emily 

Montgomery Sabat is Ms. Colorado Springs 2014!

During his deployment to Stuttgart, Matt Sparta took some much 
needed R&R at the Fruhlingsfest with Lucia White (’10).

The Northwestern Prep School is building a new pool to commemo-
rate the undisputed league champions of the 2004 season, Hot Tuna.  A 
reunion game is being organized for 2069.

SHAMELESS PLUG: Check out www.crashpadsinaltus.com! Classmate 
owned! If you ever need a place to stay in Altus, OK you need to look no 
further than the Bat Cave!

Greetings class! Althea “Allie” Johnston got engaged this past quarter, 
and exchange cadet Carrie Wong K got married. Congratulations!

I also received an interesting anecdote regarding Jimmy Cushing. 
Jimmy and his wife, Jacqueline Norton (’11), both of CS-17, ended up 
drawing C-17s out of UPT, though were initially stationed at two different 
bases. The Join Spouse program eventually brought the two of them to-
gether at McChord AFB in Washington. While Jimmy was deployed in the 
Summer/Fall of 2013, Jacqueline with Jimmy’s help (via Skype!) bought 
their first house in Tacoma. After Jimmy returned from his first deploy-
ment, the two of them deployed together in November, returning in Feb-
ruary of this year (talk about tax breaks!). Since February, they have been 
on several missions sometimes one going East and the other going West 
only to be in Japan at the same time but different bases. Quite a dynamic 
story there, but with these early challenges behind them, I’m sure they 
can conquer anything!

Tom Whitney wanted me to pass along that he separated from the USAF 
early under the Limited Active Duty Service Commitment waiver program 
to pursue a PGA tour card to fulfill his professional golfing dream. He and 
his wife, Jess, are hanging out in Fort Collins for another year while he gets 
started. Best of luck to you Tom, I’m sure it’s only a mat-
ter of time before we see you on ESPN winning a green 
jacket at Augusta!

It was a busy quarter for me, probably one of the 
more interesting moments was meeting up with fel-
low Eagle 8 squadron-mate Dave Butler (’09) during a 
recent mission through Misawa. Dave happened to be 
flying the jet we were loading, so it was good to catch 
up for a little bit.

These next few months should prove interesting for 
our class, especially with the Force Shaping Boards still 
out there. Whether you separate voluntarily, stay in, or 
not, I wish each and every one of you the best. Whatever happens, please 
continue to share your life experiences with the class wherever the roads 
of life may take you!

’Til next time, blue skies and tailwinds!

Elizabeth Borroni
908 Swift Water Drive
Abilene, TX  79602
(979) 571-1180
elizabeth.borroni@gmail.com
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Greetings Class of Olds,
The summer is upon us and I am reminiscent of our last year at the 

Academy. This time three years ago, we were finishing up our final papers, 
cramming for that  dreaded Astro final and buying awesome floaties to 
jump into the fountain.  Obviously, the last point mentioned was of the 
highest concern and the bigger the floatie, the better! Plus, there was no 
better feeling than that of the icy fountain water soaking our uniforms, 
because at that moment, we knew we were finally done with our time at 
the Academy! Now as I sit and write this, I am a couple weeks out from 
returning home from my first deployment and looking forward to the 
wonderful plans I have scheduled with family and friends. It’s crazy how 
time flies and I am glad to be where I am but I sure do 
miss having those summers, even if those three weeks 
of freedom flew by incredibly fast. I hope those last 
months at the Academy are fond memories for every-
one and I hope that everyone is looking forward to the 
warmer summer months. 

Now on to updates! I would like to congratulate 
Jacqueline Norton Cushing on her marriage to 2010 
graduate Jimmy Cushing. Her dad, Ed, sent a wonder-
ful update and wedding announcement to me. They 
were married at the Cadet Chapel on May 18, 2013. 
Jacqueline and Jimmy now reside in Washington where 
they are both stationed at McChord Air Force Base as pilots. They have 
both been extremely busy with deployments since November to include 
deploying together to the Middle East and then being split to both ends of 
the world to only end up together again in Japan, but at different bases!  

Sabre Society 
Donors

1 

Jacqueline and Jimmy deployed. 

Class News
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(One Sabre Society Donor)

LeRoi Edwards
leroi.edwards@gmail.com

25 %
Members

And speaking of McChord, it must be the place to find love! Congratula-
tions to both my squadron mates and friends, Nikki Flint and Carrie Ten-
gelsen on their recent engagements! I wish y’all the best and I know both 
of your weddings will be a blast! 

As I am finishing up my time here in Germany, I have been able to fly 
a lot of cool missions and I have seen a lot of amazing things, both on the 
Air Force side of the house and culturally around Europe. But I would have 
to say the best part of this was being able to reconnect with so many of 
our classmates. I was fortunate enough to attend the Founder’s Day Cel-
ebration here at Ramstein AB where I caught up with Mandy Davis, Kevin 
Uniacke, and Yung Winata. It was awesome seeing them and hearing all 
of their great stories and experiences that they have had being stationed 
in Germany. Mandy will PCS to Las Vegas, NV in the summer where she 
will be reunited with her fiancé, John Doeseckle.  Here was a quick shot 
that I was able to get at the banquet, it was great seeing y’all!

Visit the AOG Web Site.
Gone But Not Forgotten, Merchandise and more!

www.usafa.org

And that’s it for this quarter! As always, it is so awesome to see our class 
doing great things. Without a doubt, the Class of 2011 is making its mark 
on the world and I commend everyone! Just a friendly reminder that the 
Checkpoints magazine is a GREAT way for our class to stay connected. 
So, please keep in touch, whether it’s a phone call, email, or even a text! 
I would love to hear from y’all and include you in the next edition. Until 
next time, take care and keep in touch!  -Liz

Mandy, me, Yung and Kevin. 

(Editor’s note:  We did  not receive an input from LeRoi this issue.  Please 
send him your information and photos for the next issue.)

(One Sabre Society Donor)

54 %
Members

Andrew Hedman
awhedman91@yahoo.com
andrew.hedman.2@us.af.mil

Fellow Curteeners, first I would like to just say it has been a tremendous 
year! Barely a year ago none of us believed four years at USAFA (for oth-
ers five – sorry) had already passed. Now we are looking at our first year 
into the Air Force and so many of us have already accomplished so many 
great things! I would like to take this moment to say I am proud to be a 
member of our class, and am glad to serve alongside you in the world’s 
most premier air force. 

For this issue here’s a shout out to all of you who have completed tech 
school and are moving on to lead. Kudos to all of you who managed to get 
an AFAM while waiting to start training. You are a reminder of how we are 
all the leaders of tomorrow and our influence starts now. From the day we 
first entered our units to the day we fully retire, our presence can change 
an organization for the better. Congratulations are especially in order for 
David Bradfield as he was chosen to be the guest speaker for the Alamo 
Chapter of the AOG Founders Day Dinner! He has been preceded by both 
a four-star, and a three-star general. 

If any of you would like me to put info in here for you feel free to shoot 
an email or Facebook message my way, pictures included! 

Congratulations USAFA Class of:

The Association of Graduates 
congratulates the Lt. Col. Jay 
Zeamer, Jr. Class on their recent 
graduation.  Beginning with the 
next magazine, the Class of 2014 
will have a Class News column 
in this book.  Any volunteer class 
scribes and/or the class presi-
dent please contact class news 
editor, Tom Kroboth, at Tom.
Kroboth@aogusafa.org.
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The Association of Graduates and 
the Air Force Academy held the first 
annual Founders Day Dinner on April 
3, 1998. Beginning in 2002, this gala 
event has coincided with the presen-
tation of the Distinguished Graduate 
Awards. In 2014 Mr. Bart Holaday ’65 
and Gen. (Ret.) William R. Looney III 
’72 were recognized with this high 
honor. Please join the AOG in 2015 
to celebrate the Long Blue Line and 
your Air Force Academy!

Dinner 2014

Founders Day
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I reported to the Air Force Academy at Lowry AFB on a cold 
morning around the first of February 1955. I came up on 
short-notice orders from Randolph AFB in San Antonio, 
where I was a maintenance test pilot, on orders to report to 
Denver in May. My title was Air Training Officer, one of a 
group of about 65 lieutenants picked to make up for the lack 
of an upper class when the Academy opened. Of that group, 
six of us were suddenly ordered up early, because of a shortage 
of manpower (lieutenants can be moved quickly, especially 

if they are bachelors). My classmate Dick Day and I had 
graduated from Annapolis, Jerry O’Malley and George Garey 
had graduated from West Point, and Jack Doran and another 
prospective ATO, who left before the cadets arrived, were 
from the Reserve Officer Training Corps ranks. 
 There was a tremendous amount of work to be done. Pres-
ident Eisenhower signed the bill authorizing the Academy 
in April 1954. The first cadets arrived in July 1955. In the 
intervening fifteen months, an Academy had to be developed 
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Kim Bassett reflects 
on the first days 
of the Air Force 

Academy as an ATO
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march

— personnel, buildings, uniforms, curriculum, band, military 
training and procedures, mess hall, medical, etc. We were 
ordered in early because the senior officers were on hand, but 
there were not enough (really, not any) junior officers to do 
the more menial work. As it turned out, the pressure of time 
dictated that we ended up doing work that probably should 
have been done by more senior people. 
 Most of the officers above us were graduates of West Point. 
The West Point approach was the default method of address-

ing almost every issue; this was a good idea, because there just 
was not enough time to reinvent all the wheels. 
 We all reported to the Deputy Commandant of Cadets 
Col. Benjamin B. Cassiday. He assigned us to various proj-
ects. One assignment I was given was to write and publish 
a cadet handbook. It was to be ready for distribution to the 
cadets on their first day, but no funds would be available until 
after they arrived. Contrails was the result. The first edition 
was published on the cuff by a Denver printer who was happy 
to be involved in the startup of the Academy. He finally got 
paid about the middle of the summer. 
 This project led to another assignment, which was to write 
the Fourth Class Manual, a pamphlet outlining the routines 
that the plebes would have to follow. The six of us spent a lot 
of time together, even outside office hours, so we would hash 
out these subjects, then I would sit down and write them. 
George Garey and I were also assigned to write the Drill 
Manual, a book on the manual of arms, which is easier to do 
than to describe. 
 Day and I were assigned to the uniform project. It was 
under the direction of Col. Jay Overcash, a WWII ace fighter 
pilot. He was a real character with a very high energy level in 
every direction. He had a closet that must have been 20 feet 
long, filled with every conceivable uniform design. These had 
been sent in by the uniform companies, eager for the prestige 
of having the new academy as a customer. 
 The decision was made that there was not time enough 
to design a new uniform, so we would start with distinctive 
insignia on standard Air Force uniforms. Day and I served 
as models, to show the uniforms to all the visiting dignitar-
ies. Since some of these showed up on short notice and on 
weekends, I had to find a dry cleaner who would give me 
his home phone number and agree to get the uniforms for 
us whenever needed. 
 The one distinctive uniform that we selected was pale blue 
coveralls, which were to be used as a combination fatigue uni-
form and flying suit. They came to be referred to as “bunny 
suits.” Mercifully, they disappeared in later years. 
 After the insignia designs were finalized, Dick Day and I 
were sent back to Washington in a B-25 to get the approval 
of the Chief of Staff General Twining. We got some strange 
looks in his waiting room. Apparently, the folks in the 
Pentagon were not accustomed to seeing lieutenants waiting 
for their appointment with the chief of staff; they probably 
wondered what kind of grievous sin could get us in that level 
of hot water. We had the uniforms in garment bags, because 
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they had not yet been released to the public. After Gen. 
Twining’s approval, we went down to the public affairs office, 
where publicity photographs were taken. One of these was 
on the cover of the program for the opening day ceremonies. 
Another, of Day), was on the cover of Time magazine.  

With the Korean War ended, the beginning of the Academy 
was the biggest thing going on in the Air Force, and there was 
tremendous public interest in it. There was a steady stream of 
aviation and military dignitaries visiting the meager buildings 
at Lowry. Among these were Igor Sikorsky (the inventor of 
the helicopter and the builder of the first multi-engine plane 
in Russia), Bill Mauldin (the GI’s cartoonist), Milton Caniff 
(who wrote the “Terry and the Pirates” and “Steve Canyon” 
comic strips), an endless series of senior military officers, and 
President Eisenhower, who was a West Point classmate of 
Gen. Harmon and played golf with him while in Denver. 
 There was also a steady stream of magazine, newspaper and 
television features on the progress of the Academy. Camera 
crews were a familiar sight. 
 On one occasion, I flew co-pilot in a B-25 with Gen. 
Stillman as he went to several West Point Founders Day 
dinners, giving speeches on what was happening in Denver. 
Because of time pressures, he had not had time to renew his 
instrument card, so we filed and flew on mine. As a result, 
one base we flew into thought I was the general officer; they 
were quickly corrected. 
 At that time, the total officer staff was very small, so we all 
pretty much knew each other. The Harmons were very social 
and very hospitable. The air training officers were invited to 
a number of parties they put on. I remember one when the 
Commandant, Col. Stillman, was promoted to brigadier 
general; I had to make a quick correction in Contrails. New 
people were arriving almost daily. 
 The main Academy buildings were three two-story brick 
buildings, laid out in the form of a “U.” One was the Head-
quarters Building, housing Gen. Harmon and his staff, and, 
temporarily, the “Commandant’s shop.” We ATOs were in 
a large “bull pen” office across the hall from Col. Cassiday’s 
office. New arrivals, from majors on down, were given desks 
in the same office, so it soon got very busy. Construction was 
going on to make a bunch of World War II wooden barracks 
and auxiliary buildings habitable, and the Commandant’s 
operation (which included the ATOs) moved into them sev-
eral weeks before the cadets arrived. 
 A centerpiece of the Academy, which was proudly shown 
to all of the visitors, was a large model of the “permanent 
site,” as it was known. All of the buildings were shown, and, 

Without a word, then-First Lieutenant Ned 
Sanders makes it clear that his expectations 
are set very high.
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Dick Day

Kim Bassett

supposedly, every individual tree was shown. Compared to the 
tawdry buildings at Lowry II, it looked like Shangri-La. The 
chapel design was very controversial, so much so that it was 
not included in the initial construction appropriations. 
 We got our flying time at Lowry, using base aircraft to 
fly Academy missions to other locations, or just filling in 
as copilots on Lowry training missions, deadly dull pattern 
flights. It was my introduction to cold weather flying.  Lowry 
had 6,000-foot runways, which frequently had patches of 
ice. None of the aircraft we used had any braking capabilities 
other than wheel brakes. This was not a problem, if you were 
careful, with the multi-engine propeller aircraft, but it could 
be a real problem when we got jets. 
 Our north-south runway was the instrument approach 
runway. It lined up with the north-south runway at Stapleton, 
Denver’s civilian airport a short distance north of Lowry, and 
both runways were on the same radio range leg. The result 
was that, when taking off from Lowry to the north, it was not 
uncommon to be headed into airliners going south at a low 
altitude as they practiced instrument approaches to Stapleton. 
It always seemed that the evasive action was up to us. 
 The pilot orientation of the Academy was intense. Every 
officer in close contact with the cadets was expected to wear 
wings. Even the flight surgeon was a rated pilot. I remember 
the day when it was announced that the cadets would not 
get pilot wings when they graduated. It was a big let down; 
we had all assumed that pilot training would be worked into 
the curriculum, but that was apparently not possible. The 
navigator wings that would be awarded were seen as sort of a 
consolation prize. 
 Being single (a requirement for ATOs), we began to develop 
an active social life. United Airlines had a school for stew-
ardesses (who also had to be single) in Denver, so it became 
a natural resource. The six of us accepted our responsibility 
as scouts for the rest of the rest of the ATOs, and developed 
a partying habit that would reach its full flower when our 
compatriots arrived. 
 At that time, the cadet activities department consisted 
of three people: the Cadet Activities Officer (Capt. H. H. 
Heiburg, a West Pointer), the Cadet Hostess (Mrs. Gail 
McComas) and a secretary (Carole Gilchrist). I began to feel a 
strong interest in visiting the cadet activities office, ostensibly 
to coordinate Contrails (which would be part of the Cadet 
Activities universe), but mostly to see Carole. The scuttlebutt 
was that she was dating a captain, but I asked her for a date 
anyway. She accepted, and we are still together.  
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Graduates at 
War

Written by robert F. dorr
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IN 2003, then-Secretary of the Air Force 
James Roche gave tribute to 1st Lt. Valmore W. “Val” 
Bourque of the Air Force Academy’s Class of 1960. 
Roche reminded an audience in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., that Bourque was “the first cadet to take the 
oath of allegiance in the first cadet class—and the 
first Academy graduate to give his life in combat.”

Bourque served in an era of transition. The nation 
was not yet conscious of its small but growing involve-
ment in Vietnam. The Air Force was introducing 
Mach 2.0 fighters. Americans were preparing to go 
to the Moon, and military people were beginning to 
use a new gadget called a computer. The world was on 
the cusp of a new age of technology, so it was ironic as 
well as tragic that Bourque—the first of 153 Academy 
graduates to fall in battle—was flying an old plane, 
pulled through the sky by propellers, in a little-noticed 
corner of Asia far from home.

On October 25, 1964, gunners shot down 
Bourque’s C-123B Provider transport after the air-
craft inadvertently crossed the border from Vietnam 
into Cambodia. According to an article in Pacific 
Stars and Stripes on October 30 of that year, the 
Provider “was about 300 yards from the Cambo-
dia border inside Vietnam and 118 miles north of 
Saigon.” All eight aboard the C-123B were killed.

The names of Bourque’s wife, Linda, and daugh-
ter, Wendy, were painted on opposite sides of the 
C-123B’s blunt nose. Decades later, in an article 
by Jim Sheeler in the Rocky Mountain News on 
April 19, 2003, Linda Sheppard reminisced about 
Bourque. “We were not married that long,” said 
Shepperd. “But we had a very deep relationship. I 
haven’t forgotten.”

Bourque was from South Hadley Falls, Mass. He 
was active in baseball, soccer, and skiing, and gave up 
a tryout with the Pittsburgh Pirates pro baseball team 
in order to qualify for the Academy’s very first class. 
The class of 1959 convened initially at Lowry Air 
Force Base, Colo., in 1955.

Bourque was the very first person to take the oath 
as an Air Force Academy cadet on July 11, 1955. He 
was an athlete, not a scholar, and academic challenges 
prevented him from graduating with the first class in 
1959. Instead, he graduated with the second class in 
1960. He flew with the 11th Aeromedical Squadron 
at McGuire Air Force Base, New Jersey before being 

assigned to the 309th Troop Carrier Squadron at Tan 
Son Nhut airfield near Saigon. After his arrival, the 
unit moved temporarily to Nha Trang.

NEW BrEED aT War
In those days, an Academy officer was a rare sight 
in the combat zone or anywhere else. “We didn’t see 
them often,” said retired Air Force Col. Donald L. 
Kilgus, who also flew at Tan Son Nhut during this 
period. “There were only a few hundred in the Air 
Force”—actually, a couple of thousand—”and they 
were still a rarity.”

Retired Maj. Robert Thorpe became Bourque’s 
best friend in Vietnam. “Bourque was the only first 
lieutenant qualified as an aircraft commander in our 
outfit at the time,” Thorpe said. Thorpe remembered 
the fateful day when Bourque’s aircraft led a forma-
tion and Thorpe was in the third of four C-123Bs. 
“Our mission was to drop supplies to South Viet-
namese forces.

“We were trying to find a drop zone near the Cam-
bodian border. In those days, Cambodian forces, like 
the Viet Cong, were hostile. We were not supposed 
to cross the frontier. But our maps were not good.”

Fighting thunderstorms and overcast, the C-123B 
formation went down to 300 feet to get below the 
weather, much lower than the aircraft usually flew. 
The C-123Bs had their ramps open, preparing to 
disgorge cargo.

There was gunfire. Bourque’s aircraft went down. 
It did not explode, said Thorpe. It simply crashed, a 
short distance into Cambodia. A search and rescue 
attempt was foiled by gunfire.

Eventually, the United States retrieved the remains 
of the eight men aboard Bourque’s C-123B. He had 
given his life in a conflict where many other Academy 
graduates would be tested to the limit. So many of 
them were challenged in so many ways that it’s pos-
sible to provide only a capsule look at some of them.

Capt. Ronald R. Fogleman (Class of 1963) was 
an experienced fighter pilot when he joined the 
510th Tactical Fighter Squadron at Phu Cat, South 
Vietnam, in June 1968. Commanded by Lt. Col. 
Lloyd G. McBride, the 510th was known as the 
“Nickel Dime” or the “Buzzards” and flew the F-100 
Super Sabre, the first fighter able to sustain super-
sonic speed in level flight. In Vietnam, the F-100 was 
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draped in dull camouflage and was being used 
as an air-to-ground weapon.

SUPEr SaBrE SHOOTDOWN
On September 12, 1968, Fogleman took off 
on an F-100 mission. “I was forced to eject 
from my F-100 after it had sustained numer-
ous hits on a close air support deep in the 
Mekong Delta,” Fogleman said later. “My 
descent carried me into the middle of an 
enemy stronghold. I was 80 miles from the 
nearest Air Force rescue facility. I was being 
pursued by enemy troops.”

Twenty miles away, a flight of Army AH-1G 
Cobra attack helicopters was battling Viet 
Cong troops. When Fogleman ejected, the call 
went out. The Cobras sped to Fogleman’s aid. 
The Cobra was a slender, two-man helicopter 
never designed for rescue.  It had no provision 
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for carrying people. Enemy troops were within 
eyesight of Fogleman now, and there were no 
other friendlies in the area. Using a hand-held 
radio, Fogleman recalled, “I told them I would 
ride out any way possible.”

One Cobra popped over Fogleman’s head, 
shell casings spewing from its cannon as it 
kept enemy troops down, A second helicopter 
thrashed its way to a clearing a few feet from 
Fogleman and touched down.

“I opened the left gun bay door and lay on 
it,” Fogleman remembered. He became the only 
pilot to be rescued by riding out on a Cobra 
helicopter—clinging to the deployed gun-panel 
door. He clung to the door for dear life as the 
helicopter took off. Several wars later, Colorado 
Springs alumnus Fogleman was chief of staff of 
the Air Force from 1994 to 1997.

Academy graduates who fought in Vietnam 
encountered almost every kind of action and 
carried out almost every kind of mission. 
Some had forward air control, or FAC duty, 
and flung themselves around at treetop level 
in flimsy spotter planes, marking targets for 
artillery and for fast movers. A few were in 
Air Force Security Police units that provided 
ground combat forces during the Tet Offensive 
in several battles where the air cover, ironi-
cally, came from the Army. Many were pilots, 
navigators, and radar-navigators (that is, bom-
bardiers) of the colossal B-52 Stratofortresses 
that ranged over North and South Vietnam 
at 38,000 feet. Others flew the A-1 Skyraider, 
that belching, wheezing throwback to the 
propeller era that carried almost any kind of 
ordnance and provided cover for dozens of 
rescues. From the heights of the stratosphere 
to the ground in Vietnam, Academy graduates 
were warriors. Too many failed to come home 
when it was over.

VIETNaM HErOISM
The American public doesn’t know their names, 
generally speaking, but Academy heroes from the 
Vietnam era are well known within the Air Force. 
Some are still with us. Some are remembered for 
paying the highest price. Their names appear on 
buildings, theaters, and streets on Air Force bases 
around the country. Their names are the stuff of 
lectures, training courses, and plaques.

Capt. Lance Sijan (Class of 1965), shot 
down when a faulty fuze detonated a bomb 
beneath his F-4D Phantom II, resisted his 
North Vietnamese captors, lost his life while 

being held in captivity, and was posthumously 
awarded the Medal of Honor. Maj. Robert A. 
Lodge (Class of 1964), once rejected as a pilot 
for being too frail, was on his way to becoming 
an ace after shooting down a MiG on May 10, 
1972, when his own aircraft came under fire 
and he elected to ride it in to his death rather 
than face capture. Capt. (later Brig. Gen.) 
Dale Stovall (Class of 1967) won the Air Force 
Cross, two Silver Stars, and many other awards 
for HH-53C Super Jolly Green helicopter res-
cues under fire, including the rescue of Lodge’s 
back-seater who ejected and evaded North 
Vietnamese troops for 23 days. Capt. (later 
Brig. Gen.) Richard S. “Steve” Ritchie (Class 
of 1964) shot down five MiG-21s to become 
the Air Force’s first air ace and its only pilot ace 
of the Vietnam war.

Symbolic of how times have changed, an Air 
Force Academy even became the “unknown 
soldier” of the Vietnam war. The remains of an 
unknown American joined the Tomb of the 
Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery, 
Va., on Memorial Day 1984. The unknown 
person was awarded the Medal of Honor. But 
more than a decade later, as a result of laboratory 
work, the Pentagon learned the identity of its 
Vietnam-era unknown. He was 1st Lt. Michael 
Blassie (Class of 1970), an A-37B Dragonfly 
pilot who had earned the Silver Star and other 
awards before being shot down in the Battle 
of An Loc, South Vietnam, on May 11, 1972. 
Blassie’s remains are still interred at Arlington, 
but, now, beneath a stone bearing his name.

As late as 1966, the Air Force Academy 
produced just 480 officers per year (compared 
to 866 in 2001), while the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps turned out 4,790 (1,823 in 
2001) and Officer Training School 2,562 
(1,294 in 2001). The absolute number of 
graduates of the Academy is almost double the 
figure during the Vietnam years, while ROTC 
and OTS graduates have declined slightly in 
number. The smallest class was the first, in 
1959 (207), the largest in 1992 (1,076). In 
recent years, the number has stayed constant 
at just under a thousand new, blue second 
lieutenants per year, or a total of about 37,000 
graduates altogether—a roster far too large to 
permit chronicling the heroic actions of all.

As the nation moved through the final 
decades of the twentieth century, this popula-
tion of alumni filled out the Air Force’s ranks 
more than their numbers might suggest. 
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According to one study, the Academy in 
the 1960s retained about 56 per cent of its 
graduates as career officers while the figures for 
ROTC, OTS, and other sources were much 
smaller. In short, an Academy graduate was 
less likely to serve a few short years and then 
get out. So although their numbers remained 
relatively small as a function of annual input, 
Academy graduates were slowly becoming a 
much larger chunk of the officer corps. The 
presence of an Academy officer in a military 
unit ceased to be a curiosity beginning in the 
1960s. By 2004, the fact that the Air Force 
chief of staff, Gen. John Jumper, was an alum-
nus of Virginia Military Institute, made him 
the exception rather than the rule.

The post-Vietnam years were a tough time 
for all in the military, and toughest of all for 
those who chose the life of the professional 
warrior. A post-Vietnam Air Force of racial 
strife and drug problems reached a low point 
in 1980 when five commandos perished in 
an aborted mission to rescue U.S. hostages in 
Tehran, Iran, among them Capt. Charles T. 
McMillan (Class of 1973). The all-volunteer 
military got its act together in the 1980s, but 
only after Air Force Academy alumni partici-
pated in operations in Lebanon in 1981, the 
invasion of Grenada in 1983, and the U.S. 
effort in Panama in 1989. It was inevitable 
that, as has happened in every war, Academy 
graduates would be on the cutting edge in 
Operation Desert Storm.

a-10 aTTaCK
When the Persian Gulf war began on January 
17, 1991, 1st Lt Patrick B. “Oly” Olson (Class 
of 1987) was the pilot of an OA-10 Thun-
derbolt II, or “Warthog” attack plane at King 
Fahd air base in central Saudi Arabia.

Olson, 25, from Washington, N. C. loved 
to fly “probably more than anything,” his wife 
Robin said. In the war zone, however, he also 
had time for other things. He’d been “adopted” 
by fourth-graders at St. John Parish School in 
South Milwaukee, Wisc., and spent much of 
his time penning letters to the children.

The Internet was still unknown to most 
Americans and Olson wrote by hand “I live in 
a tent with four other pilots and we have very 
little privacy,” he jotted. “However, the food 
and showers are both hot. The Army isn’t so 
lucky.” Olson also took time to reassure his 
buddies about the war they saw coming. “We’ll 
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Editor’s note: “Graduates at War” was originally 
printed in Fifty Years of Excellence: Building 
Leaders of Character for the Nation. Pub-
lished in 2004, this magazine celebrated the 
first 50 years of Air Force Academy history.

be all right,” he told one. 
He was wrong.
In the first five weeks of the war, Olson 

flew risky missions in his OA-10. He flew his 
OA-10 into battle carrying a cloth helmet bag 
in his cockpit with a huge American flag sewn 
on it. After his plane was narrowly missed by 
Iraqi gunfire he wrote to his students: “I prom-
ise to stay safe.” He was wrong again.

On a low-level mission on February 14, 
1991, Olson’s OA-10 was hit by a bullet that 
struck the lower left-hand part of his canopy 

and bounced off. Uncertain whether his plane 
had suffered serious damage, he headed for 
home and landed safely. Maintenance people 
scratched their heads and looked at how the 
bullet had gouged out a messy dent in the 
fuselage two feet from Olson’s head.

Olson’s commander Col. Howard D. Bar-
nard III called the weather “terrible” on Febru-
ary 27 when Olson launched in an OA-10, 
callsign Nail 51, flew beneath the weather 
to an entry point, and began directing other 
warplanes toward Iraqi tanks. 

He had a call from Army troopers of the 7th 
Corps who believed Iraqi tanks were about to 
pull an end run on their position. 

Olson assured the American soldiers he 
could get the situation in hand. He threw his 

Warthog’s 57-feet 6-inch wing almost vertical 
to the ground as he banked sharply to aim at 
the Iraqi armor.

Gunfire erupted around him. His craft 
was hit. The damage to Nail 51 was serious. 
Olson’s plan was to land at a sand strip known 
as a forward location. It was tricky, trying to 
get the damaged aircraft down. He was inches 
from putting down on the crude airfield when 
his OA-10, a huge aircraft weighing a dozen 
tons, flipped over. Olson had no time to eject.

He had been a proud member of the Air 
Force Academy Class of 1987. “Although he 
didn’t like war, be believed in what he was 
doing,” Robin said. “If you’d only met him 
once, he would be your friend for life.”

Posthumously promoted to captain, Olson 
joined the ranks of Academy graduates to lose 
their lives “killed as a result of hostile action 
during a state of military conflict,” to borrow 
language from the War Memorial at Colo-
rado Springs. The most recent graduate on 
that memorial and the only woman is 1st Lt. 
Laura A. Piper, one of 26 killed in April 1994 
when American F-15 Eagles inadvertently shot 
down two U. S. Blackhawk helicopters in Iraq.

The story does not end there, however. Air 
Force Academy graduates experienced another 
tectonic change in the course of human events 
just a few years later. On Sept. 11, 2001 Air 
Force Reserve Maj. LeRoy Wilton Homer Jr. 
(Class of 1987) and was first officer of United 
Airlines Flight 93, which was hijacked, and 
crashed in the countryside near Johnstown, 
Pa. Also on that turning point in twenty-first 
century history, retired Col. Charles E. Jones 
(Class of 1974) was killed in the World Trade 
Center. Within hours thereafter, an Air Force 
Academy graduate was among the anonymous 
special operators scouting new airfields just 
across the Pakistani border from Afghanistan. 
The saga of some of America’s bravest was 
continuing. 
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USAFA welcomes the return of spring as warm weather and endless 
blue skies pass over the Academy. The campus fountains now enjoy 
a peaceful solitude after the hoards of seniors have concluded their 
traditional pre-graduation dunking barrage in the freezing water...
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